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Anzac Day 2011. 
 
These lovely and still spritely ladies, all past members of the Women‟s Auxiliary Australian Air Force 
(WAAAF) and who were such an important part of the RAAF during the war, proudly marched under 
their own banner. They are: 

 

L-R:  Pett Rayner, who served from 1944 to 45 as a Teleg,   Alma Edwards from 1942 to 45, also as a 
Teleg,   Jean Curry as a Stewardess at Oakey from 1944 to 45,   Bubby Price who ran the Sergeants 
Mess at Kingaroy from 1941 to 45 and   Thelma Hughes, who had the swan job as Clerk G at 

Sandgate from 1943 - 45. 

 
The WAAAF was formed in March 1941, after considerable lobbying by women keen to serve and by 
the Chief of the Air Staff who wanted to release male personnel serving in Australia for service 
overseas. The WAAAF was the first and largest of the World War II Australian Women's Services and 
by the end of 1941 some 1500 girls were serving. This number grew to a peak strength of 18,667 by 
October 1944. They served in all states of Australia, from Cairns in Northern Queensland to Geraldton 
in Western Australia. 
 
The girls were accepted into 73 different musterings including highly skilled technical employment on 
aircraft. In addition to telegraphists, women became armament workers, electricians, fitters, flight 
mechanics, fabric-workers, instrument makers and meteorological assistants, besides using skills in 
many clerical, medical, transport, catering, equipment, signals and radar fields of employment. Over 700 
women held commissioned rank and like airwomen, worked in a great variety of administrative, 
technical and professional tasks. A number commanded units in operations rooms, at General Douglas 
MacArthur's Headquarters in Brisbane dealing with intelligence matters, at Operational Units, in RAAF 
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Hospitals, Aircraft Depots, Radar Stations, RAAF Bases – wherever they were needed, they served. 
But, they were paid two-thirds of RAAF male pay for equivalent positions.  
The WAAAF was disbanded in December 1947. 
 
 

Some former day WRAAF‟s 
 
The WRAAF‟s were well represented by these lovely girls, all of whom proudly wore the „Uniform” of the 
WRAAF Association. We seem to be one name short here, we have 13 beautiful girls and only 12 
names, apologies to whom we missed (please let us know so we can fix it). They are: 
 

 

L-R:  Margaret Humphreys, who was a Clerk A from 1959 to 1963,   Margaret Stevenson, 1958 – 60, 
also in the clerical game,   Linde Cavanagh, from 1970 – 73 as an Equipo,   Malvene  Dicker, 
Teleprinter and crypto in the early 60‟s,   Mary Watkins, who was a Teleg from 1957 – 63,   Maureen 
Souter, who was a Clerk A from 1965-71,   Dierdre Nolan, Clerk Equip from 1957-61,   Margaret 
Huntley, transport driver from 1963-65,   Kirsten Nicolle, who joined in 2005, studied Avionics at 
Wagga and who now works on the Hercs at Richmond,   Faye Wilson (Hindle) AMO from 1973-78,   
Maureen Groves (Stone) Clerk Admin from 1956-60 and   Margaret Bruce (Kamerling) who was an 
Ed Assistant from 1959-61 

 
Malvene was one of our beautiful Page 3 girls back in April 2010 and Kirsten was up from Richmond, 
holidaying in Brisbane and marched with the „old‟ girls.  
 
Most of these girls were forced to leave the RAAF only because they committed the RAAF‟s cardinal sin 
of the time – and got married. How brilliant was that, the RAAF spent tons of time and money training 
these girls to do a responsible job, then the minute they got married, kicked them out. Blokes, on the 
other hand, could get married, divorced, married again, do what they liked and Mr RAAF didn‟t care one 
bit. Thank goodness that stupid law was dumped. 

http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol31/page3.htm
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3 Sqn. 

 

John Monkhouse, and Kev Millard, both ex 3 Sqn armourers. 

 
 

33 Squadron. 
 
33 Squadron was first formed in 1942, during World War II and equipped with four Short Empire flying 
boats. Less than two weeks later the Squadron suffered its first loss when one of the Empires was 
destroyed in a landing accident at Townsville; the six crew members were killed. A second Empire was 
destroyed at its mooring during a Japanese air attack on 
Broome in March 1942 shortly after, another Empire was 
impressed from Qantas to replace the two lost aircraft. 
One of the Squadron's tasks was Search-and-Rescue; it 
lost another Empire in August 1942 after it sank in heavy 
seas off the coast of New Guinea while trying to rescue 
survivors of a torpedoed ship.  
 
The Squadron transferred  to Port Moresby in 1943, from where it provided air transport to Australian 
forces involved in the New Guinea campaign. In October that year it was re-equipped with DC3‟s which 
it operated for the rest of the war after which it was tasked with repatriating service personnel and 
former prisoners of war. It was disbanded in Townsville in 1946. 
 
The Squadron was re-formed in February 1981 and equipped with two modified Boeing 707s.  It was 
also responsible for providing long-range transport to Australian and visiting VIPs. In 1983, it acquired 
two further 707s, and a further 2 were purchased in the late 1980‟s and four of these aircraft were 
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converted to Tankers to refuel the F/A 18‟s. In October 1991, one of the Squadron's transport-
configured Boeing 707s was lost when it crashed in the sea off the coast from East Sale, during a 
training flight; all five crew members were killed 
 
The VIP role was relinquished in 
2002 when 34 Sqn received its 
Boeing 737 Business Jets. In 
1998, 33 Sqn was asked to 
provide air-to-air refuelling 
support to Coalition forces in the 
Middle East and again in 2002 in 
Afghanistan. The last Boeing 707 
was retired in mid-2008, bringing 
to an end the 29-year operational 
history of the type in the RAAF. 
(See HERE) 
 
In mid 2008 the Squadron relocated to Amberley and became the perfect Squadron – it had no aircraft. 
The Squadron awaits delivery of the new KC-30A tanker-transport aircraft from Airbus, which were 
originally due to be delivered in 2008. 
 

 

L-R:  James Barden, Paul Taylor, Stephen Gibbins, Nathan Wilks. 

 
The 4 blokes, above, have the enviable task of flying the RAAF‟s new Airbus A320 inflight refuelling 
tankers. 

 

An enormously wealthy 65-year-old man falls in love with a beautiful  
young woman in her twenties and is contemplating a proposal. 

"Do you think she'd marry me if I tell her I'm 45?" he asked a friend. 
"Your chances are much better," said the friend, "if you tell her you're 90." 

 

  

http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol31/Page15.htm
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Vungers‟ Boys. 

 
The four blokes below were all in Vung Tau in the late 1960‟s, early 1970‟s, though only 1 was with a 
squadron that flew real aeroplanes, the other 3 were with a squadron that had those noisy helicopter 
things. They are: 

 

L-R:  “Al” Pickering, 35 Sqn radio, from June 1970 to Jan 1971;    Ian “Tex” Hayne, 9 Sqn Sumpie 
from March 1970 to March 1971;    Wayne „Whiskey‟ Carter, 9 Sqn Eleco from May 1968 to May 1969;  

Alan Crawford, 9 Sqn Framie, from June 1968 to May 1969. 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Donohue, fatigue meter Catherine Munro, Admino Wally Jolley, Sparky 
reader, 38/35 Sqn Amberley 38/35 Sqn 
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33 Squadron Crew Assistants. 

 
These two lovely girls are in one of the RAAF‟s “newest” jobs – airborne Crew Assistant. Their role is to 
provide safety, comfort and in-flight service to passengers and crew on RAAF aircraft operated by 33 
SQN and 34 SQN.  They are: 
 

 

Erin Wallace,  Daniella Olofsson 

 
Their primary duty is to ensure the safety and survival of all passengers in an emergency situation. 

Other duties include the provision of in-flight food and beverage service; loading and unloading of 
passengers; compilation of aircraft documentation; calculation of aircraft weight and balance (34 SQN 
only); observation of aircraft / cabin condition; liaison with aircraft Captain; and general cleaning duties 
on the aircraft. 
 
If we had the option of choosing whether to have one of these beautiful girls or John Mac tell us where 
to sit – we know who we‟d choose…..sorry John.  
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9 Sqn. 
 
Three blokes from that Squadron that flew those noisy, rattly, shakey old aircraft, were joined by a bloke 
who used to get a one way ticket into the bush all those years ago and who used to look forward to 
them coming back to get him after he had busted up a few things. They are: 
 

 

L-R:  Ron Mitchel, 9Sqn;  Lachy Milne, 9Sqn;  Graham Brammer, SAS, OAM:  Terry Pinkerton, 9Sqn. 

 

A couple of radio blokes, slumming it with an old sumpie? 
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L-R:  Malcolm McPhail, 33 Sqn, AVTECH;   Phil Turner, 33 Sqn,   AVTECH, 
Bill DeBoer (MID), most things (see HERE). 

 
Malcolm and Phil are based at Amberley, awaiting their new aircraft, the Airbus Tankers. Bill started his 
RAAF career as an engine fitter, transferred to being a Load Master on Caribous, did a stint in Vietnam 
from Dec 1969 to Dec 1970, then on return to Aust, was posted to Hercs and then Boeing 707‟s, and 
trained as a flight engineer He then got this civvy tickets and eventually held engineer ratings on Boeing 
747‟s and 707‟s.  
 
 

 
Agent Orange. 

 
It seems there are more battles looming between the AWM and its official Historians and the VVAA. 
Graham Walker is a senior and long serving member of the VVFA and he has been fighting this for a 
long time.  See HERE 
 
 
 
 

Back in the 1800's, the Tate's Watch Company of Massachusetts wanted to produce other products, 
and since they already made the cases for watches, they used them to produce compasses. The new 
compasses were so bad that people often ended up in Canada or Mexico rather than California. This of 
course, is the origin of the expression: "He who has a Tate's is lost!" 

Sorry Rupe!! 

http://www.airmanaircrew.com/htm/rolls/active/deboer_bill/deboer_bill.htm
../Pdf/Vietnam%20veterans%20at%20war%20with%20historians%2027April2011.pdf

