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Sadly in the few
months since our last
issue, we have once
again lost some very
good mates.

See Page 2

Our lovely Page 3 girl
this issue is
Bernadette Van de
Tillaart who currently
works for the
Directorate of
Regional ICT
Services in
Canberra..

See Page 3

Sam tells us how to
disable start-up
programs in Windows
machines and has a
great tip on how to
remove the
background from
photos.

See Page 4

We've got photos of
Appy courses from a
long time ago and we
have a look at an
excellent book on the
F111

See Page 5
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Ted'’s got the latest
pension rates and
there are now new
eligibility criteria in
getting a Gold Card.

See Page 6

Wng Cdr Ted llton,
ex Admino, tells us
his colourful story.

See Page 7

40 years ago, a
young 9 Sgn
chopper pilot was
shot and killed while
supplying 3RAR in
Vietnam. This is
Ron Betts’ story.

See Page 8

Allan George tells
us where the old
F111 will be
displayed and
recently he got on
his bike for charity.

See Page 9

What are Qantas
really up to? And do
you want to drill a
square hole??

See Page 10

It's official, it's better
and safer to be born
a woman!!

See Page 11

Tim Flannery has
predicted all sort of
calamities on us —
we have a look at
some.

See Page 12

11 November was
Remembrance Day,
we went to a
ceremony at the
Kedron Wavell
Services Club

See Page 13

Ay i

We've received a
stack of mail on the
dreadful
DFRB/DFRDB
situation. What a
sell out!!

See Page 14

A Vet was fined for
helping fellow vets,
the world has gone
mad! and we have a
look at Brisbane’s
old trams.

See page 15
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Good grief, no more
deserts for lunch in

A few blokes are not
as well as they

Airmans’ Messes should be.
and the blokes in
Caloundra have See Page 17

nearly finished
restoring A2-1022

See Page 16.

We’'re looking for a | This is where you
few people, perhaps | have your say.

you can help.
See Page 19
See Page 18

Here’s the news, all
the news, the whole In d ex.
news and nothing

but the news. The Index is now finished - all references have

been linked so if you're looking for a topic or a
Page 20 photo of someone, click on the Index link on the
top of each page and just follow the links.

Well, it's December with Christmas just around the corner, where did the year go? A lot of us
will hop in the car in the next few weeks and head off for parts unknown to share the holidays
with family and friends, to swap presents, to share a few drinkies, to generally just have a good
time — and why not??

But, unfortunately, this year, like years previous, too many people will die on the roads. With
lots of people on the road there will be lots off accidents, some caused by excessive speed,
some caused by the excessive tiredness of the driver and some caused by the driver having
had too many drinks.

This year a very intense TV commercial has been produced which brings home the terrible
consequences of drinking and driving. You can see it HERE.

Look at it and show it to as many people as you can, let's hope the number of accidents this
year is less than last year.

We at the Radschool Association would like to wish you a happy and healthy Christmas period,
and a wonderful New Year. We hope to see you all in 2012.



http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Index.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=Z2mf8DtWWd8

RAAF Radschool Association Magazine — Vol 35
Page 1

Facebook

We've had a lot of requests/suggestions to open a Radschool Facebook
account. That has now been done and it’s there if you wish to join. A lot already
have and it's a great vehicle with which people can keep in touch. Search for
RAAF Radschool-Association, ask to be a friend and you're in.

Membership.

Please check the list of names and if you've joined but your name isn't there, please click on
the "Join the Association" tag (there's one on the top of each page) fill in the details again and
send it to us. If you’re not a member and would like to be, do likewise.

Also, if you change your address, or phone numbers or email address, or LSSl :ﬁf
you just want to say hello, or you want to give us a tongue lashing, you can é
do so by clicking on the "Contact Us" tag, also at the top of each page and '

filling in the detalls. It's so easy even an instrument fitter could do it, it's all

done on line, no printing out forms and no postage. .

Over the past couple of months we have been able to put a bunch of people in contact with
long lost mates - but that's only because we have your details. Please click on the Join the
Association tag and fill it in, the more people that join the more we can match up.

If you want to get the RAM, but don’t want to join the association, that’'s not a problem either.
Just click on the “Contact Us” link at the top of each page and fill in the details and tell us to add
your email to the list. Then whenever a new edition is released you will be advised.

We don't and won't give out your details to anyone so there is no risk of you being spammed.



http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/names.pdf
http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/membership.htm
http://austradesecure.com/radschool/Feedback/contact.htm
http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/membership.htm
http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/membership.htm
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you have Office 2010 you already have an excellent tool called Powerpoint right at your finger-
tips and it's very easy to use and does a very good job.

Here's how to do it.

Start Powerpoint and then using the
INSERT tag, open the picture from
which you wish to remove the
background. After inserting the
picture, click the “Format Picture” tab
and click on Remove Background.

PowerPoint checks out the picture
and selects what it thinks is the
background and turns it purple. This
is not always right but you have the tools to make some adjustments.

Click on the “Mark areas to Keep” tag, then click on the extra bits you want to keep and if you
overdo the KEEP bit, use the “Mark areas to Remove” tool to get rid of the bits you don’t want.

When you click the “Mark areas to Keep” and/or the “Mark areas to Remove” tags, Powerpoint
turns the mouse curser into a pencil, you “Mark” by clicking at one end of the area then click at
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the other end — Powerpoint draws a line from one area to the other then removes or adds that
bit. There is a little window top left which shows you how things are going.

Then when you're happy, click “Keep changes” and the background will be entirely removed.

Now you can select another
background and compose a
completely different picture.
Here’s how.

First select your new
background and insert it and
once it's inserted, click “Sent
backward” then with a little bit
of resizing and moving around
». of each picture you have your
finished pic — and now Russell
and Ernie have some
explaining to do!!




RAAF Radschool Association Magazine — Vol 37
Page 4

God must love stupid people, He made so many.

Computers

A teacher was explaining to her class that in Spanish and French, unlike English, nouns are
designated as either masculine or feminine. In Spanish, 'House' for instance, is feminine: ‘'la
casa;. ‘Pencil,' however, is masculine: ‘el lapiz'.

A student asked, 'What gender is ‘computer'?’ Instead of giving the answer, the teacher split
the class into two groups, male and female, and asked them to decide for themselves whether
computer should be a masculine or a feminine noun. Each group was asked to give four
reasons for its recommendation.

The men's group decided that 'computer’ should definitely be of the feminine gender (la
computadora’), because:

1. No one but their creator understands their internal

logic;

2. The native language they use to communicate with
other computers is incomprehensible to everyone else;

3. Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long term
memory for possible later retrieval; and,

4. As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find
yourself spending half your paycheck on accessories
for it.

The women's group, however, concluded that computers should be Masculine (‘el
computador'), because:

1. In order to do anything with them, you have to turn them on;

2 They have a lot of data but still can't think for themselves;

3 They are supposed to help you solve problems, but half the time they ARE the
problem; and,

4. As soon as you commit to one, you realize that if you had waited a little longer, you
could have got a better one.

The women won.

Finally a computer message | understand! See HERE

Cloud Computing.

A term you will hear more of in the months/years to come is “Cloud Computing” — but what is
it??
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The term cloud computing (and/or cloud hosting) is a computing standard in which you use
programs and/or save files onto a dedicated network. One common mistake people make when
thinking about cloud computing is to think of it as the internet. This is not the case. Cloud
computing is accessed via the internet, but the computing power itself, which can equal super-
computer status, is situated on dedicated servers and connections. With the Cloud, someone
with an iPhone or Blackberry or small laptop can carry out computing functions normally only
done by people who have access to huge mainframes.

Cloud computing is not new. If you use a web based email, such as Gmail or Yahoo, instead of
using Outlook or Thunderbird or Incredimail, you are already using a form of Cloud computing.
Dropbox, which we discussed last issue, is another example of
Cloud Computing.

What has changed is the availability of other programs and
facilities now available. Traditionally, you bought a computer
then depending on what use you had intended for it, you also
bought individual software packages, whether it be data base
programs, or CAD or accounting or general office programs.
That way, you ran your own software on your own computer in
your own office/home.

Prior to widespread use of the Internet, each person,
organization or company had its own private network of
computers. In an office environment, a computer in one room could connect with a computer in
another room but couldn’t connect with the computer(s) owned and operated by another
company.

With increased use of the Internet connectivity improved and it became increasingly easy to
both communicate with other computers and connect directly to them, with different operating
systems no longer necessarily being a problem.

The obvious next step was to do away with the need for individual computer owners to buy their
own programs. If Computers A, B, C, D, E etc can connect with Computer X, regardless of
where Computer X is, doesn't it make sense to install one copy of (say) Office on Computer X
and have Computers A, B, C, D, E etc use it?

This has obvious advantages. For starters, instead of having to buy huge and expensive
computers to do your number crunching, you can log onto a program in the Cloud using your
little old iPhone, from anywhere, at any time and crunch anything you want.

And if you're in a meeting and want to do a bit of CAD work for a display, no problem, just log
onto the relevant application in the Cloud and away you go.

Consciousness, that annoying time between nana-naps.



http://radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol36/Page4.htm
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Companies like Microsoft, Adobe and other software manufacturers know this is going to put a
huge dent in the sale of their software products, so they have entered the realm of Cloud
Computing. With this there is no need for individuals to buy upgrades for their applications as
the programs on the Cloud will always be kept up to date by their owners.

Organizations like Google, Microsoft, HP even Telstra offer Cloud facilities — so how do you get
into this??

Well, for starters, it's not free, but then again, neither is MS-Office or Adobe Acrobat or MYOB
or Smartdraw’s CAD or any other application on your computer. So, instead of paying a crazy
amount of money to buy a piece of software that requires you to update every year or so, with
Cloud Computing, you often only pay a small subscription fee. You select the provider who you
wish to use, (Google, Microsoft, HP, Telstra etc), log on, sign up and start using — it only takes
a few minutes. And, as all the applications are run on the “Cloud” computer, you don’t need
huge expensive mainframe machines — you can now do just about anything on a laptop.

You only pay for what you use in the Cloud (and sometimes that means you pay nothing) so

instead of investing in a software program that does
everything in the hope that one day you will need all
its features, you can start off with the lowest plan
and then upgrade when the need arises. A bit like
Foxtel.

And!!! Since all the maintenance and updates, etc,
are handled by the Cloud, all you have to do is get
online and be able to use a browser like Internet

Explorer, Firefox, Safari, Chrome etc. That means
you or your company does not need to make such extensive use of IT people — and that could
be bad for some.

As well as hosting a range of applications, the Cloud also offers you the facility to save your
data files. This means you can open up MS-Office on your iPhone on the way home in the train,
open up an Excel spreadsheet you've been working on, spend half an hour or so on it, close it,
save it to the Cloud, hop off the train and go home. You can then pick up that file later, on
another computer and finish your work. No more hard drive problems — if your computer’s hard
drive does fail, who cares, all your data is stored in the cloud and the cloud will also have
backups of it — so it's always there.

But — how secure is all this???

There is an argument that you shouldn’t use the Cloud as it ‘could go down!”. This is true, it
could, but not often!!! How often do you contact a company or Gov't department only to be told
“sorry, our computers are down at the moment.” Cloud computing facilities are much more
secure (against breakdown) than both your home network and even your ISP’s network. Cloud
data is backed up and there are typically redundancy checks and failure mechanisms in place.
If one server goes down, another usually takes over. However, earlier this year there was an
outage of the Amazon EC2 Public Cloud for around 30 hours. And some (but not all) high
profile customers were effectively crippled for that time. But those that had properly engineered
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redundancy across multiple locations for their key production systems simply switched all load
to alternative sites.

Banks, Airlines, Governments departments, phone/electricity providers, etc all use overseas
facilities (in a lot of cases Indian) to do their computing, phoning, data processing etc, and have
done so for some time. They wouldn’t if they didn’t think it was secure. Provided you select and
use a reputable Cloud Hosting Company, you're unlikely to have a problem — at worst you
might have to wait a while if there is a problem, but probably this won’t happen. Setting up
alternate site redundancy is overkill for personal use, and most likely you will only experience a
robust and secure service.

Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?

Familiar picture.

Shareables

PART OF THE NEXT WEB FAMILY

One of the most famous computer wallpaper images is undoubtedly the
default Windows XP image showing a blissfully relaxing vista of green rolling hills and a bluer
than  blue sky. The - : :

wallpaper, probably one of R

the most viewed images of 3
all time, is aptly named
‘Bliss.” Do a Google image
search for just the word
‘bliss,” and the first result is
the Windows wallpaper.

For Dutch Windows users
however, the name of the
image is Ireland, which has
mistakenly led many to
believe that that's where the
Image was taken.

Have you ever stopped to
wonder where the image
was taken, or who took it? In
fact, the image is so crisp
you might have assumed it wasn't real at all.

The man behind the camera was American photographer Charles O’'Rear. Don't let his name
fool you into thinking that the photo was in fact taken in Ireland. Bliss, as it turns out, is in
California. In Sonoma County to be exact. The photo was taken in 1996, years before Windows
XP launched, and before the area was converted into a vineyard. In fact, a photo taken 10
years later from exactly the same spot where Bliss was shot, shows a disappointingly, dreary
view:
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The image has since found its
way from computer screens into
all sorts of places, O’'Rear
himself has seen the image in
the window of a restaurant in a
Thai vilage and in the
background of a TV interview
with the Venezuelan president.

So how much did O'Rear get
for taking what is considered
one of the most famous photos
of all time? A non-disclosure
agreement prevents him from
revealing the actual figure, but
according to the Napa Valley
Register, O’'Rear stated that it
was “extraordinary” and second
only to that paid to another living, working photographer for the photo of then-President Bill
Clinton hugging Monica Lewinsky.

Taken with a medium format camera, the most surprising fact about the image is that O’Rear
claims that it wasn’t digitally manipulated.

Either way, the present day reality is a far cry from the idyllic image that Windows abandoned
with the advent of Windows Vista.

The Exact location of the image is 38.248966North, 122.410269 West

Turn off Hyper links.

For Windows users.

When you copy information from the = TE) =
Web, especially if you copy Home Insert Page Layout References Mailings Review
information from Wikipedia, it Wil | 4 cocpage- - ElE [ Shopes.aab 8, Hyperink
contain some or a lot of Hyperlinks. B j |ﬁ|

X A X ank Page 2| Smarthrt | 4% Bookmark
You might like to keep these links £ Picture  Clip i ch e
but mostly you will want to get rid of i AW ETRn ) S S el
them. You can do that two way's the Pages Tables Tllustrations Links
slow way is to click each link,
highlight all or part of it, then click
the Hyper link icon then when the window opens, click “Remove Link.” If there are 20 links in
the data you’ve downloaded, you have to do this 20 times

=l
‘= Pa

@ Security Warning  Macros have been disabled. Options...

There is another way.



http://thenextweb.com/shareables/2011/08/28/ever-wonder-where-the-windows-xp-default-wallpaper-came-from/blisstoday/
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Highlight the data that contains all the links, then hold down the CTRL key and press 6. Bingo,

they are all gone.

You must use the 6 that is on the top line of your key board, if you have a nhumber pad, that 6

won’t work.





http://www.austradesecure.com/radschool/Vol33/Page3.htm
http://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol34/Page3.htm
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	There are lots of tools out there which you can use to remove the background from a picture, some are free and don’t do all that good a job, others are expensive and do a good job. But, if you have Office 2010 you already have an excellent tool called...
	Here’s how to do it.
	/Start Powerpoint and then using the INSERT tag, open the picture from which you wish to remove the background. /After inserting the picture, click the “Format Picture” tab and click on Remove Background.


