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ANZAC Day.  
 
ANZAC Day, 25th April, is arguably Australia's most important national day. It marks the 
anniversary of the first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces 
during the First World War. 
 
In 1915, Australian and New Zealander soldiers formed part of an Allied 
expedition that set out to capture the Gallipoli Peninsula in accordance to 
a plan by Winston Churchill to open the way to the Black Sea for the 
Allied navies. The objective was to capture Constantinople, the capital of 
the Ottoman Empire, which was an ally of Germany during the war. The 
ANZAC force landed at Gallipoli on 25 April, meeting fierce resistance 
from the Ottoman Army commanded by Mustafa Kemal (later known as 
Atatürk). What had been planned as a bold strike to knock the Ottomans 
out of the war quickly became a stalemate and the campaign dragged on 
for eight months. At the end of 1915, the Allied forces were evacuated after both sides had 
suffered heavy casualties and endured great hardships. The Allied casualties included 21,255 
from the United Kingdom, an estimated 10,000 dead soldiers from France, 8,709 from 
Australia, 2,721 from New Zealand, and 1,358 from British India. A dreadful waste of nearly 
23,000 young men. News of the landing at Gallipoli made a profound impact on Australians and 
New Zealanders. 
 
In Brisbane, on the 10 January 1916, a mass meeting of people formed the ANZAC Day 
Commemoration Committee to make arrangements for, and carry out, the celebration of 

ANZAC Day as a gift of the people to commemorate the fallen, 
remember the wounded and recognise the courage of 
Australia’s servicemen. Similar events happened in the other 
States. 
 
In Australia at the 1921 State Premiers' Conference, it was 
decided that ANZAC Day would be observed on 25 April each 
year. 

 
The Brisbane ANZAC Day Parade, together with dawn vigils, memorial services and veterans 
reunions have been a feature of the commemoration of ANZAC Day by the Citizens of Brisbane 
since its earliest days. The Brisbane Parade has always been organised by the Citizens of 
Brisbane, not by Municipal or Government authorities. The ANZAC Day Combined Parade 
Committee has proudly provided the planning and coordination role, with support from the 
ANZAC Day Commemoration Committee and the Returned and Services League of Australia. 
The South Eastern District of the RSL has provided the Secretariat for the ADCPC continuously 
since 1928. 
 
While the Brisbane ANZAC Day Parade was initially a commemoration of the sacrifice of WWI 
veterans and then WWII veterans, in keeping with the changing focus of ANZAC Day 
nationally, it is today a commemoration of the sacrifices of those who have ‘defended’ our 
Australian way of life in all conflicts and military commitments by Australian Forces since WWI. 
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The Brisbane ANZAC Day Parade remains a significant commemorative event on one of 
Australia’s most important national days. It complements the Dawn and Memorial Services, as 
well as regional parades. 
 
You can see a wonderful commemortive Video HERE. 
 
For reasons known only to themselves, the Gov’t spend a considerable sum of money trying to 
determine whether ANZAC Day should be commemorated as it currently is – Susan Ley, MP 
for Farrah didn’t agree with the investigation and shot out a Press Release – you can read it 
HERE 
 
 

Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic Wins Lottery' 

 
 

Brisbane March 2012. 

 
The Gods were pleased with the way Brisbane had organised the march for 2012, and turned 
on a warm, dry but overcast day for the participants. It wasn’t too hot, there was no sun belting 
down turning all the marchers into sweat balls and the thousands of wonderful people of 
Brisbane who made the huge effort and turned out to watch a bunch of greying old men and 
women weren’t cooked as they stood for more than two hours in respect of those passing by. 
 
And there were thousands, the numbers seem to increase every year, there were the elderley, 
some in wheel chairs, some with walkers, there were a lot of middle aged people, still more 
young couples with their children, and the pride you feel while marching with your group, in 
front of all those cheering, happy people, is really something – very emotional. 
 

 

Just part of the wonderful crowd that clogged Brisbane’s streets. 

 

../Anzac%20Day%20Tribute.flv
../Ley.htm
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You can click some of the pics for a better view. 
 
 . 
 

 
More of the wonderful Brisbane crowd. It seems the 5th Battallion also follow Australia’s best 
AFL team. 
 
 
9 Squadron.  

 
On 6 June 1966, the first eight Iroquois helicopters from 9 Squadron landed at Vung Tau, 
Vietnam. For the next five and a half years 9 Squadron’s Hueys provided invaluable support for 
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the 1st Australian Task Force (1ATF). The Squadron flew its last mission in Vietnam on the 19 
November 1971. In December their 16 Iroquois took off from Vung Tau for the last time and 
landed on the deck of the Sydney for the return trip back to Australia. 
 
 
2 Squadron 

 
Eight of 2 Squadron’s Canberras landed at Phan Rang in South Vietnam in April 1967. The 
Squadron had been in Butterworth since July 1958 when it relieved 1 Squadron so it was 
already ‘tropicalised’. Phan Rang is about 250 klms north-east of Saigon and the base had only 
recently been completed when they arrived. It was the home of the United States Air Force’s 
35th Tactical Fighter Wing. 2 Sqn flew their first mission on the 23 April and left for home in 
June 1971.  
 
For the first few months the squadron mostly few “combat sky spot” missions, where aircraft 
were guided by ground radar to a target and told when to drop their bombs. Most of the flights 
were flown at night and tended to be routine and boring. In September the squadron began 
low-level daylight bombing, hitting targets from low altitude, between 370 and 915 metres. The 
squadron had conducted similar bombing missions in Malaya but refined its accuracy in 
Vietnam to such an extent it consistently out-performed all other units of the 35th Tactical 
Fighter Wing. 
  
This high proficiency was not limited to just aircrew, but applied to the ground crew as well. The 
maintenance staff worked 24 hours a day on a two-shift roster, achieving the noteworthy rate of 
97 per cent serviceability. In total, the squadron flew over 11,900 combat missions. It also lost 
two aircraft during the conflict, one disappearing on a night bombing mission in 1970, with its 
crew listed as “missing in action”, while the other was shot down by a surface-to-air missile 
near the demilitarised zone in 1971. 
 
After four years and two months in Vietnam 2 Squadron returned to Australia in, the first RAAF 
squadron to do so. Upon its return 2 Squadron was awarded two foreign unit citations: the 
Cross of Gallantry with Palm, from the Republic of Vietnam; and a United States Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award.  
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The WRAAF. 
 

 
In July 1950, The Australian Government approved the re-establishment of a Women's Air 
Force and in August it was finally recognised that women were essential components of the 
Armed Forces, in peace and in war however, they never really got the recognition they 
deserved. Initially known as the WAAF, in November of 1950 the Minister for Air announced 
that a further honour had been paid to Australian servicewomen by His Majesty, King George 
VI, who had approved the adoption of the title ' Women's Royal Australian Air Force'. 
 
Initially the girls were treated as less than equal to their male counterparts with the Allison 
committee in 1958 determining WRAAF rates of pay as equal to 75% of the male wage. This 
disgusting principal was dumped in 1972 and from then on, both males and females were paid 
equally for equal work. 
 
Another disgusting rule forced the girls to discharge from the Air Force if and when they got 
married. This law was eased a little in 1969 when they were allowed to continue serving after 
marriage if they: 
 
(a) elected before marriage, to so do; 
(b) undertook to meet in full the normal service requirements expected of unmarried 

members; and  
(c) continued to meet in full those requirements. 
 
The blokes, of course, could marry and divorce as often as they wished without any penalty, 
but thankfully, this stupid law was completely dumped in 1971 and girls were allowed to 
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continue to serve after marriage and by 1973, the percentage of married girls in the RAAF 
reached 21%. 
 
In 1977, it was decided to integrate the WRAAF girls and the Nursing Sisters into the RAAF. 
 
The Jeeps. 

 
Old Codgers and blokes and blokettes who found it a bit difficult to complete the full march 
were catered for by the ANZAC Day Committee who provided a number of Jeeps and golf 
buggies for the journey. 
 
 
The Good guys. 
 

 
When the Good Guys, competently and ceremoneously led by John “Griffo” Griffiths (who 
insists he was the only one in step), marched by, the crowd errupted into spontaneous and 
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raptuous applause. Someone said they were shouting “We want DeJonge, We want DeJonge” 
others that is was “Where is Trackless? Where is Trackless?” but those rumours have been 
rigorously disputed. It has also been suggested that the two old Queer Traders who acted as 
‘string men’ stole the show and put all others to shame by comparrison. It seems that particular 
rumour has now been confirmed!! 
 

 

Peter and Sabrina Murphy, at the 2 Sqn debrief which is held religiously each year at the Irish 
Club in Brisbane. Peter had three trips to Vietnam, in 1968 and 1969 as navigator with 37 Sqn 
(E model Hercs) then back in April 1970 until June 1971 as navigator on 2 Squadron’s 
Canberras. 
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Chris Murphy, Michelle Murphy, Lindy Stankevficius, Nev Duus and Sabrina Murphy – at the 2 
Sqn debrief. Nev had 1 tour as Navigator with 2 Squadron from Nov 1968 to October 1969, 
then back again in August 1971 with Transport Support Flight. 

 
 

 

John Riemann (Elec, 2 Sqn Mar1968-May1969), Ken Winning (Radio, 2 Sqn Mar1968-
Jan1969), John Barbour (Radio, 2 Sqn Jan1968-Jan1969), Peter Schoutens (Radio, 2Sqn 
Apr1968-Apr1969). 
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Don Warner (Army, Ordnance Corps, Apr1967-Mar1968), Larry Hayne, (Gunny, 2 Sqn 
Apr1967-Mar1968),  John Heyward (Gen Fitter, 2 Sqn Apr1967-Apr1968). 

 
 
9 Sqn,33 Sqn and RTFV/35Sqn had their debrief at the Port Office Hotel.  

 

Charlie Downes (Framie, RTFV Mar1965-Nov1965), Doug Rhodes (Pilot 36 Sqn), Rocky 
McGregor (Pilot, 35 Sqn Dec1968-Dec1969, 37 Sqn Aug1971, May & July 1971, Dec 1972). 
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John McDougall, President of the RTFV/35Sqn Association with Wng Cdr Geoff Fox, CO 33 
Sqn (Amberley). Geoff has recently arrived from NSW and wonders why it has taken him so 
long to come live in the best State in Oz. 
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Some of the pretty 33 Sqn girls who “partied” with the boys at the Port Office Hotel and who 
brightened up the place with their presence.   

 

Back L-R:  Tamie Olufson, Biance Dally, Natalie Dwyer, Celester Dally, ‘Odie’ O’Driscoll, 
Michelle Toms. 
Front L-R:  Amy White, Tanya Watts, Aneliese Blair 

 
 

 
 

Natasha Darcy, Lisa Crabb, Emily Barr, Daniella Olofsson 
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L-R:  Carol Hall, Lisle Pryor, Brenda Vogelzang, Theresa Hart, Maria Latter. 

 

 

Eric Booth, Jennifer Vardy, Brett Chapman, Andrew Brandham. 
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Allen Pickering, (38 Sqn, Loady), Dianne Pickering (TelsOp), Doug Pickering (Eleco, 2 Sqn, 
Nov1970-June 1971). 

 
 

 

Mikailan Muske, Jasmine Eves, Toni Vale, Toby Muske. 
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A government warning said that anyone travelling in icy conditions should take a shovel, 
blankets or sleeping bag, extra clothing including a scarf, hat and gloves, 24 hour supply of 
food and drink, de-icer, rock salt, torch, spare batteries, safety triangle, tow rope, petrol can, 
first aid kit and jumper leads. I looked a right idiot on the bus this morning. 
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Donna Wood and Eileen Peck.  
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Paddy thought his new girlfriend might be the one, but after looking through her knicker drawer 
and finding a nurse's outfit, a French maids outfit and a police woman's uniform, he finally 
decided, that if she can't hold down a job, she's not for him. 
 
 
 

A New Record. 
 
Back in November, 2009, a British Army soldier by the name of Corporal Craig Harrison, of the 
household Cavalry, set a new record for the longest shot in combat - Twice. Cpl. Harrison fired 
two shots at Taliban machine gunners in Afghanistan . They were confirmed via GPS to be 
8120 feet (2,475 meters) from Cpl Harrison's position. That is nearly 2½ klms. To make it even 
more astounding, the range was almost 3,000 
feet (915 meters) beyond what is considered 
the effective range of the weapon. At that 
range the bullet takes around 3 seconds to 
reach the target. 
 
The previous record was set in 2002 for a 
sniper kill at 7,972 feet (2,430 meters). That 
shot was made by Canadian Corporal Rob 
Furlong, of Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry, who was using a .50BMG McMillan 
TAC-50 rifle. 
 
He accomplished this feat with the above pictured weapon, a L115A3 rifle. The weapon is 
manufactured by Accuracy International in Britain and is chambered in the .338 Lapua Magnum 
cartridge. This is significant because the previous two shots that held the world record were 
with weapons chambered for the .50BMG. The .338 is a cartridge designed for accuracy and 
power beyond the range of the older 7.62mm rifles. It has a much flatter trajectory, which 
makes the complex trigonometry problem of finding the right arc to lob the bullet onto the target 
much easier. It is one of several other "lighter" rifle rounds like the .300 Win Mag , .416 Barrett, 
and .408 CheyTac that have been designed with extreme long range shooting in mind. Of 
especial importance is the velocity past 1000 meters, the shape of its trajectory and how long 
the cartridges stay supersonic. 

 
The Accuracy International Arctic Warfare .338 
is a bolt action, detachable magazine-fed, 
precision rifle. The rifle is about 6.80 kilograms, 
unloaded and without optics. It can mount a 
variety of telescopic sights, laser designators, 
and night vision or thermal sights. In British 
service, it usually mounts a S&B 5-25x56mm 
day scope. The extra large objective lens size of 
56mm gathers a lot of light, making shots 

possible in the dawn, dusk, or into the shadows. The L115A3 can also mount a suppressor, 
helping to reduce the report flash and dust from the powerful rifle. The barrel is free floated for 
increased accuracy and is fluted for strength and cooling without excessive weight. 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_pPsuc9rvU4Y/S-HuzHus93I/AAAAAAAABig/uFXBi82XWBM/s1600/10447_26110882916_3.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_pPsuc9rvU4Y/S-Hu5LR1ZcI/AAAAAAAABio/Mk4BuOR3RZg/s1600/l115a3.jpg
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You don't get all that performance cheap though. News reports but the rifle at around $25,000. 
But if you put it in the right hands it can hit a man sized target from 1,370 meters. More 
importantly, even at extreme range, the bullet retains its power, hitting with more force than a 
.44 Magnum at 25 feet. 
 
“It was just unlucky for the Taliban that conditions were so good and we could see them so 
clearly. We saw two insurgents running through its courtyard, one in a black dishdasha, and 
one in green. They came forward carrying a PKM machine gun, set it up and opened fire on the 
commander’s wagon. The first round hit a machine gunner in the stomach and killed him 
outright. He went straight down and didn’t move. The second insurgent grabbed the weapon 
and turned as my second shot hit him in the side. He went down, too. They were both dead." 
Cpl. Harrison had a memorable tour of duty, making the two impossible shots, having a bullet 
deflect off his helmet, and surviving an IED blast that broke both of his arms. He is reportedly 
healing well, and has returned to duty. 
 
 
 

 
 

An elderly man in the NT had owned a large property for several years. He had a dam in one of 
the lower paddocks where he had planted mango and avocado trees. The dam had been fixed 
up for swimming when it was built and he also had some picnic tables placed there in the 
shade of the fruit trees. One evening the old farmer decided to go down to the dam to look it 
over, as he hadn't been there for a while. He grabbed a ten litre bucket to bring back some fruit. 
As he neared the dam, he heard voices shouting and laughing with glee. As he came closer he 
saw it was a bunch of young women skinny-dipping in his dam. He made the women aware of 
his presence and they all went to the deep end. One of the women shouted to him, 'We're not 
coming out until you leave!' The old man frowned, 'I didn't come down here to watch you ladies 
swim naked or make you get out of the dam naked.' Holding the bucket up he said, 'I'm here to 
feed the crocodile..' 


