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Your say! 
 
 
 

 

ADF Pay structure. 
 
Further to the most interesting article on Services pay in Vol 49 and the saga of the 1.5% 
annual service pay increment, I recently became aware of a further benefit approved by the 
Chief of Defence Force. This related to employer contributions regarding superannuation. If I 
got it right, far from the general bid for employees in the general workforce to rise from 9% to 
12%, CDF announced a general increase by Defence to a general rate of 15% and a special 
rate for operational service to 18%. This whole business is a 'swings and roundabouts' issue 
whereas when I served, it was always a seat on the “Slippery Dip"!  
 
For instance, not being able to take LSL after 28 years of service as a consequence of RAAF 
policy of the time, 1980s. Despite LSL being counted as 'effective service' the paid out LSL not 
counting towards total length of service for superannuation purposes, hence a whole of life 
impost on DFRDB payments.  
 
Ken Stone  
Environmental Health Officer Retired  
WOMBAT Appy  
 
 
 

Don Pollock. 

 
Don says. “A group of us, eleven so far, are putting a book together which we’re calling 
“Suggy’s Men: The First RAAF Mob in Vietnam.”  If you were in Vietnam in 1964 we invite you 
to contribute. Our story has not been told for many reasons but now we want to put it together; 
to put it down for the record and for our families. 
 
Do not be put off. If you’re not the world’s best wordsmith, we can help you.  As an aid to your 
memory you might put a few lines together about the suggested chapters below.  
 
If you want me to phone you and discuss any points please text or email me. 
 

http://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol49/Page19.htm
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Possible Chapter Headings. 
 

Selection for Vietnam 
Going to Vietnam 
Arrival in Vietnam. 
The Origins of the Wallaby Callsign 
The Daily Slog 
Back Beach 
Food Events 
Parachuting  

Visits to Saigon and Other Places 
Night Outs and the PX 
Flare Missions.  
Missions in the Delta 
Detachment to Danang 
Detachment to Nahtrang 
Memorable SNAFUS 

 
 
Don Pollock 
0407 093 054 

 

L-R:   Rod O’Hara, Russell Anderssen, John Adams, Brian Gillis, John McDougall. 
Vung Tau 1965. 

 

People always say, "He died penniless," as if it's a terrible thing. 
I don't know, it sounds like good timing to me. 
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Stan Krasnoff  
 
Dear Minister: 
While I fully understand the pain of loss by the families of Andrew Chan and Myuran 
Sukumaran, I am gobsmacked by the reaction of the government in providing transport and 
other assistance in the process of recovery of the bodies to Australia. I served in Vietnam in 
1967/68 where I conducted operations while attached to the United States Special Forces 
(USSF). I personally knew Warrant Officers ‘Dasher’ Wheatley and ‘Butch’ Swanton who died 
in 1965 at Tra Bong. I also knew Captain Felix Fazekas who attempted to rescue the two 
warrant officers.  
 
I quote now from Kerry Stokes’ book “The Boy From Nowhere:” In 1965 the army didn’t 
believe in repatriating the bodies of dead heroes. It wanted some 500 pounds ($1,000) 
Australian, half the price of a new Holden, to take Wheatley’s body back to Australia. Wheatley 
had just won a posthumous Victoria Cross in Vietnam and his wife Edna could not afford the 
money to have his body back on Australian soil!  
 
This was NOT a decision for the army, but one for the Government of the day to make! Where 
is the morality of such an attitude? And now it seems we’re prepared to bend over backwards 
for two drug pedlars while giving short shrift to those who died overseas in Vietnam in the 
service of their country AT THE GOVERNMENT’S BEHEST! You people have lost 
perspective…SHAME. I expect an answer. 
 
Stan Krasnoff  
 
 
 

Bill Sinclair 
 
Looking at some of the photos included in each magazine it is clear a lot of the comradery 
found in the service carries on after. I have attached a couple of photos that may be of interest 
given your audience is now wider than radio techs. The first is of ARDU (Edinburgh) around 
late 70’s  or perhaps even 1980. It’s a bit hard to pick out individuals but it may be of interest. 
 
The second photo is the ARDU Instrumentation group. Of which I was a part of for about 5 
years. In my time we spent a lot of effort in testing Mirage A3-2 for life extension & heavy 
weight take-off trials. John Cox (Elec) received a certificate of outstanding service for his work 
on the project. 
 
The other main trial was around the NOMAD. We had a very large test bench mounted in the 
aircraft and were responsible for keeping it running and verifying results after each flight. The 
Nomad, as some of your readers will be aware was not a popular aircraft and there were 
reports of the test pilots being a little shaken after some mid-flight occurrences. The tail section, 
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as I recall, was prone to vibration and generally the feeling it was about to leave the rest of the 
aircraft. 
 
 

 
 

Front row L-R:   Ted Keetch (Inst), Don’t remember (Elec), John Cox (Elec), Ron Brooke-
Rerecich (Inst), Bill Sinclair (me - Inst) and Terry Kemp (Rad) 
My memory of the scientists (back row) attached to ARDU is a bit vague, I’m sorry. 

 
I would love to hear from any of the RAAF guys if they are following the mag, in particular Terry 
Kemp. 
 
A question for your followers, around the late 70’s a service magazine was produced, I think it 
may have been tri-service effort, but I’m not sure. I don’t think it lasted a hell of a long time, Can 
anyone recall what it was called? 
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On a personal note my brother Peter Sinclair passed away from cancer. I’m sure most of his 
Appy mates (Rosebuds I think) would be aware of this but there may be others who would be 
interested to know. Pete was a Sumpie who retired as a WOEng from 11 Sqn around 1980 I 
think. Pete died 12 Jan 2008.  
 

 
Thanks for what you do 
Cheers 
 
PS I have a few shots of sports teams I played with, if you’re interested 
Mainly basketball inter-service.  (Yes please Bill - tb) 
 
 
 

Ken “Swampy” Marsh 
 
This is more for those with an interest in history. 
 
Like me, you have no doubt heard of the young men, boys really, who signed up for the 1st 
AIF, (WW1) many of them lying about their age, because they saw it as a big adventure and a 
chance to see some of the world outside Australia. I can identify with that. 
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I was 16 when I joined the RAAF in 1967, at the height of the Vietnam war. The Appy intakes of 
65, 66 and 67 were the largest in the history of the Appy scheme (mine the smallest of the 
three with 184 enlisting for Wagga). Towards the end of my 2½ years at Wagga I filled in my 
posting preferences. They were designed to give me the best chance of getting overseas, and 
there were only two places for a Sumpy to go, Vietnam or Malaysia. Back then, the idea of 
overseas travel was economically out of the reach of most. 
 
I figured my best chance was Williamtown as they would almost certainly lead to Butterworth. 
Richmond and Amberley I thought would give a chance of Vietnam, depending on what unit I 

ended up in. Did I give any thought to the fact that I could get 
hurt? None whatsoever. As it was I got 77 Sqn Willy and a 
little over 2 years later 75 Sqn Butterworth. There may have 
been a few off my Intake got to Vietnam, but I do not know of 
any. I did have one mate who had his posting only to have it 
cancelled when Whitlam pulled the last few out. 
 
As I reflect on that time I wonder what my parents and 
grandparents went through. I recall Mum on the phone once 
saying something to someone on the other end about me 

joining the RAAF, that I could end up in Vietnam, and if it was good enough for her son ...And I 
remember my Grandmother crying as I walked away after saying my goodbyes. At the time I 
thought 'How nice, Nana is going to miss me'. But now I wonder. 
 
Nana's brother Roy served in France where he was gassed and seriously wounded but came 
home. Nana had a cousin, a Nursing Officer, who died in a prisoner of war camp in Sumatra. 
Mum had two cousins, brothers, one who is buried in the War Cemetery just outside Port 
Moresby, the other died on the Burmese railway. 
 
To their credit, my family let me go, they had to sign the consent forms. Joining the RAAF was 
all I wanted to do as a boy and they let me realise that dream, one that I have never regretted. 
But they must have had real concerns. I am not an historian, but I have read a little and 
watched some DVDs regarding our involvement in Vietnam. And this article, which appears 
balanced to me, gives me a little better understanding of those times and of the background not 
only to Vietnam, but also my service in Butterworth. 
 
 
 
 

John Smythe. 
 
Reading Ian Greenacre's recent comments on WRRS stirred an old memory from the same 
era. Mention of the microwave link problem with the crop-duster reminded me of a bit of an 
engineering panic; a tech doing a routine microwave antenna inspection noticed a large steel 
building frame going up in Melbourne - headed right through the microwave beam! The 

../pdf/Vietnam.pdf
http://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol49/Page19.htm
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immediate thought was that a microwave relay well clear of Melbourne would be needed, but 
(shock/horror) the expense!! Then came the suggestion that we had backup landlines if worst 
came to worst, so why not just wait it out and see what happened (if it ain’t broke, don't fix it). 
End result was a 3db improvement in reception; apparently the steelwork had a minor 
focussing effect on the beam. 
 
 
 

John Griffiths. 
 
Dear Editor, outstanding work, yet again, I don't know how on earth you are able to source all 
that material. I know how hard it is putting together a Newsletter for the Air Cadet Alumni every 
two months. 
 
I loved Allan George’s Bob Hoover story, he (Bob) is a thorough gentleman. I first met him at 

Flabob Field, Southern California, He was doing his usual 
energy conservation show in the Shrike and most of the 
Yanks were too busy feeding their face with hot dogs or 
beer. When he was walking back to the tent, I was the first 
to greet him and thank him for his performance and we 
had a great chat. I next met him at Archerfield. There are 
many, many stories about him. When he was the Northrop 
test pilot, the USAF boggies were complaining about the 
lack of performance of the Super Sabre. He rolled out one 
of the Line F100s took off on the Left Runway, rolled over 

and landed on the Right and came back asking, what was their particular problem with 
performance. 
 
 
 

Eric Nothard. 
 
A question for Sam Houliston.   Hi Sam , I read with interest your page on fix it tools. I currently 
use a program called "Advanced SystemCare 8.2 Pro". I use the free version and, like most of 
the other programs, you can buy the so called better version. Bob Rankin (from PC Pitstop) 
recommended this program and I find that it does everything it claims. The only real drawback 
is that it takes forever to load and can take a long time to actually scan a hard drive. Apart from 
that it does keep an eye out for problems with the computer and it is very easy to use. I would 
be pleased to hear your opinions on this program? Thanking you in anticipation.  
 
Cheers Eric  
 
Eric, we sent your mail to Sam, he replied as below: 
 

http://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol49/Page9.htm
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Eric, I haven't used it, it combines an anti-virus with a lot of useful tools that seem to be well 
received. On this CNET page more than half of 12,000+ reviews gave it 5 stars, so you'd think 
it would be ok:  
 
Perhaps Eric has it configured to do a full scan every time it starts, if so I'd maybe change that 
to once a week. Maybe leave the PC running on Sunday night and have a scan scheduled for 
1am Monday, or something like that. Or maybe scan on startup every Monday morning. I'm 
assuming the product lets you schedule scans, most anti-virus products do. 
 
You probably only need to do a daily scan if the PC spends a lot of time on dubious sites. 
 
I don't know how it rates as an anti-virus product (probably ok) but always remember that 
keeping your Microsoft updates up to date is way more important than whatever you've done 
with respect to an anti-virus. 
 
Sam! 
 
 
 

Ken Hunt. 
 
Howdy, I have a particular interest in the 'runaway Auster' story in the April RAM. I had not long 
completed my National Service and was now a RAAF qualified Radio Mechanic. I was working 
away repairing radios etc (what else would I be doing) when I heard of the Auster. I was 
working in Punchbowl, an adjacent suburb to Bankstown, looked out the window and there it 
was. It soon was away from the Punchbowl skies. 
 
The radio stations provide a description of its meanderings until its eventual demise. You filled 
in some blanks in the story, thank you. 
 
 
 

Security Notification – AFP Email Scam. 

 
Please be aware that there have been numerous reports of members 
receiving e-mails from the Australian Federal Police (AFP) reporting that they 
have been fined for traffic violations. 
 
AFP have advised that this is the latest scam currently active and the 
following information and action should be followed if you receive one: 
 

1. DO NOT open any of the links or attachments. If you open these it will download a 
"RANSOM" Virus to your computer that will lock you out demanding that you pay 
thousands of dollars to unlock your system that will not be honoured.  

http://download.cnet.com/Advanced-SystemCare-Free/3000-2086_4-10407614.html
http://www.radschool.org.au/magazines/Vol49/Page9.htm
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2. AFP does not inform people of traffic violations via e-mail. If you receive a violation 
notice you will be notified by Australia Post or it will be handed to you at the time of the 
offence.  

3. As soon as you receive one of these e-mails it is recommended that you send it straight 
to the "SPAM" email address in Outlook.  

4. Unless you live in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) traffic violations are only 
delivered by your local state Police and not the AFP.  

 
Regards,  
Steve Homer  
Ph 02) 403 48429|   
E-mail: Steve.Homer@defence.gov.au 
 
 
 

Paul Martino (WA)  

 
Just a bit of experience for any of our veteran brothers who might be considering driving across 
this fair land from east to west or vica-verca. There's a motel (for want of a better word) named 
"Nullarbor Roadhouse" which might be considered by some tired soul as a stopover before 
starting the crossing from west to east or returning after crossing, DONT! The place is a pigsty, 
filthy bug infested rooms start at a staggering $160 per night, the worst hamburger I've ever 
eaten costs about $15 EACH in a grotty restaurant and water is dearer than petrol.  
 
Give the place a big miss, and either sleep in the car (or caravan if you're lucky enough to own 
one) because there are much better options before and 
after at less cost and nicer accommodation. It's got to 
be the worst accommodation I've ever had to sleep in, 
including my tent at Nui Dat!!. Let the traveller beware! 
However, the Gateway Motor Inn at Narrandera run by 
Toby and Karen Henschke is to be recommended, at 
$80.00 per night after discount for TPI, with a top rate 
adjoining restaurant as part of the complex. Definitely 
worth a break in journey there, and it's just around the 
corner from the RSL (which provides take away booze for those who partake AFTER the 
drive)....... 
 
 
  

mailto:Steve.Homer@defence.gov.au
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Purple Bra Day. 

Friday 19th June is Purple Bra Day - which is the major fund-raising program 
for Breast Cancer Care WA. As many of you know, my eldest daughter - 
Fiona - is currently being treated for breast cancer. She has received 
fantastic support so this is my little bit to help them to raise $$heaps so that 
they can continue their valuable work. 

I will be visiting various shopping centres to rattle the tin and will be wearing 
my chic, Over-Shoulder-Boulder-Holder. If you do not spot me at your local 
shopping centre, you can make a (tax deductible) donation to the following.. 

https://PurpleBraDay.everydayhero.com/au/ted 
Ted McEvoy. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://purplebraday.everydayhero.com/au/ted

