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Radschool Reunion. 
 
On the Friday and Saturday 22nd and 23rd April, members of the Radschool 
Association got together for a reunion in Brisbane.  
 
That full-on get together was organised by John Broughton and I’m sure all 
those that attended and who had such a great time would agree that we owe John a 
great big thank you. Not a lot know the amount of work John put in to make the weekend such 
a success. He had spent months on the preparation, so much in fact that wife Josey felt like a 
reunion widow. (No truth in the rumour she hopes John will organise another one soon!) 

 
As he lives in Newcastle, he had to travel to Brisbane on many occasions, all 
at his own expense, sometimes he flew, others he drove and all the while he 
was hitting on potential sponsors to help with the finances. He managed to talk 
Kedron Wavell Services club, Kedron Wavell RSL Sub Branch and Jaycar to 
contribute significantly to the occasion and their contributions allowed 
members to attend at reduced costs. A big thank you to them too. 
 
The weekend began with a trip to Airbus at Brisbane Airport to 

have a look over their amazing facilities. John Liaised with Ian Pilbeam (right) 
who works with Airbus and who took the troops under his wing and gave them 
the royal tour. Ian is an old Radio brat, and was on 31 Appy back in 1978. 
Thanks Ian. 
 
Those that nominated for this tour assembled at the Services Club at midday on Friday and 
through car-pooling travelled out to Eagle Farm for a very interesting morning. 
 
On Friday evening at 6.00pm, about 110 blokes with their ladies assembled at the Kittyhawk 
room at the Kedron Wavell 
Services club (KWSC) for the 
“Meet and Greet”. John had 
begged, borrowed and stolen 
a bunch of old radios and 
other memorabilia from here, 
there and everywhere and this 
was set out on tables at the 
back of the room.  
 
Looking over these old bits of 
gear makes you realise the 
huge advancement that has 
taken place in the electronics 

http://www.radschool.org.au/Course%20Photos/Radio%20Appy/31Appy.htm
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game since we all left Radschool which really wasn’t all that long ago. You wonder what 
equipment our grandkids will be using in the next 40-50 years.  

 
One piece of equipment that most could remember was the trusty old 10 
channel, crystal controlled VHF transceiver, theTR1936. Made by STC in 
the UK, it was fitted to the Winjeel and (I think) the vampire and possibly 
other aircraft as well. Whenever an aircraft was tasked to fly to another 
base, some of the crystals would need to be changed so the aircraft could 
communicate with ATC along the way. From memory tuning the old set 
wasn’t all that difficult though I doubt if I could do it today. 
 
The evening was opened by Tony Axelsen, the President of the KWSC who welcomed 
everyone to the event and who read the Ode at 7.00pm, after 
which followed some serious talking and drinking including 
many tall tales and lots of “remember whens”. 
 
 
The following photos have been “crunched” to allow them to 
open faster, you can get the HD versions which you can 
download should you wish, by clicking each photo. 
 
All names are left to right. 
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Gate keeper for the evening was Sue Trimmer. Sue volunteered her time to help John with the 
preparations for the weekend and for that we also thank her. 
 
 

 
The troops being welcomed by Tony Axelsen. 
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Brad and Denise Carlisle, Kath Sutton. 

 
 

 

Bruce Hurrell, David Marr, Ted McEvoy, Geoff Blunt, Brent Villiers, Ray Scovell 
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Charles and Robin Bond, Dick and Merrielle Shipman. 

 
 

 
 

Evan Wyatt, John Butler, Trev Benneworth. 
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Gerry Millward, Teddy Young. 

 
 

 

Barbara and John Ward, Ian Pilbeam. 
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Charles Bond, Jeff Wallis, Peter Duncan, Keith Beardsmore. 

 
 

 

Graham McCombe, Sam Houliston. 
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Jan and Stuart Ritchie, John Butler. 

 
 

 

Jan Smith, Sandy Palmer, Kay Lennon. 
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Jeff Wallis, Evan Wyatt. 

 
 

 

John Bivard, Graham Tait, Kerry Seibold, Allan Ryner. 
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Jan Smith, Suzy Smith, Denise Carlisle. 

 
 

 

Kev Rosser, Roger Clarkson. 
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Kath and Peter Sutton. 

 
 

 

Maurie Laine, John and Anne Van Der Linden, Adrian Heinrich, 
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Kev Rosser, Brad Carlisle. 

 
 

 

Ray Brambach, Brad Carlisle. 
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Roger Bailey, Victor Stallon. 

 
 

 

Ray Bambach, Patrick Callaghan – both 486 Radio bods. 
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486 Mntce Sqn Radio were in attendance in strength. 

 
 

 
 

Ron Hickson, Graham Tait, Kerry Seibold, Graham Longston, John Bivard, Alan Ryner, Roger 
Clarkson and down the front, Phil Palmer – all 29 RMT bods. 
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Yvonne Tyler, Greg Pocock. 

 
 

 

Michelle and Natasha, 
These two lovely girls worked hard all night and  

kept the troops from dying of thirst during the evening. 
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At the end of the night, a worn out old John Broughton – age is a terrible thing!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

My wife has these days when she wants us to "talk about things". We were discussing aspects 
of our future so when it was my turn I asked her  "What will you do if I die before you do?” 
 
After some thought, she said that she'd probably look for a house-sharing situation with three 
other single or widowed women who might be a little younger than herself, since she is so 
active for her age. 
 
Then she asked me,  "What will you do if I die first?"  I replied, "Probably the same thing."        

 


