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INTRODUCTION 
In November 1992 it was proposed that, as part of the RAA F 75th 
Anniversary celebrations to be held in 1996, a complete history of each 
unit of the RAAF should be prepared. The concept was to produce a 
concise history of each unit which would also serve as a basic reference 
for further research, and the realisation of that concept has resulted in a 
unique work. Other air forces have produced a history of all operational 
units, but no other air force has attempted to give a concise history of 
every unit which was an integral part of its organisation. An early 
decision was to produce 10 'generic' volumes, each pertinent to a given 
function of the Royal Australian Air Force. Every effort has been made to 
remain true to this concept, although it is conceded that some arbitrary 
decisions have been made as to which volume a unit would best fit into. 

After much discussion, a standard format was established for each 
volume and requests circulated for volunteers to research and write Ulc 
histories. Each his tory was to be based on the relevant UnJt History 
Record and every care taken to ensure factual accuracy within a strict 
word limit. Only information up to November 1994 was to be included. 

Over UO volunteers, drawn from within the Service, ex-service 
organisations and interested civilians, forwarded pieces to the RAAF 
Historical Section, which undertook the collation of the manuscripts, final 
checking and liaison with the publishers. Except for editing for 
consistency of style the histories remain largely as they were written. 

Volume 6, Logistics Units, demonstrates the importance of efficient 
logistic support to the successful operation of the Air Force. It tells the 
story of those dedicated and professional airmen and airwomen who, 
sometimes under enemy fire, supplied the personal and operationa l 
necessities to enable the Air Force to meet its obligations both in war and 
in peace. 
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21 AIR STO RES PARK 

6 November 1944 
February 1945 
April1945 
4 May 1945 
4 June 1945 
11 June 1945 
24 November 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Randwick, NSW 
-advance party moved to Biak 
-advance party moved to Morotai 
-transport of unit stores to Glebe Island 
-embarked for Labuan 
-landed at l..abuan 
-unit disbanded 

NARRAT IVE 
21 Air Stores Park was formed at Randwick Racecourse, Alexandria, 
Sydney on 6 November 1944. The unit's camp was makeshift, as they 
found they had to vacate their offices and sleeping quarters on 
17 November 1944 for a race meeting. and were not able to move back in 
unW the next day. This continued on for subsequent race days until the 
unit finaUy left Randwlck. 

As 21 Air Stores Park was to provide supply support for 62 Airfield 
Construction Wing. it concentrated on holding stocks of transport and 
works plant spares. Several huts were erected in Bourke Road, Mascot to 
store the equipment, and the unit personne.J then spent the next months 
building up their stocks and completing their organisat ion and training. 
The unit was hampered by lack of direction, as the Commanding Officer 
noted in December 1944 that: 

It is felt that the unit suffers from a complete absence of anything on paper to 
definitely set out Its function. Up to the present time, no policy has b.."efl 
established to show dearly just what is c><pecl<>d of the uni.t. Whilst verbally it 
hllS been indicated that 21 AirStol'\!5 Park will be a unit under 62 Works Wing 
and wW be responsible for five Airfield Construction Squadrons. no advice 
n.,. been rluived from higher authority to set out clearly the c><oct 
responsibilities of the unit, as to its stores holding policy, the number of units 
to service ond for how long. or nn esmbllshmcnt upon which equipment rould 
be demanded. 

During January 1945 the unit had only received 600 tons of stock 
while its 'sister' unit, 23 Air Stores Park, had received 1800 tons. A visit 
by the Commanding Officer to RAAF Headquarters ascertained that the 1 
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hoh.l-up in supplying stock had been caused by the formation of a new 
Wing which had been given first and overall prionty. However, from 
1 February 1945, RAAF HeadqoMters had decided to give priority to 
21 Air Stores Park. 

By the end of February, the unit had received a total of 1100 shipping 
tons. a considerable improvement over the prevaous month's total. It wa;; 

now considered that the unit would be adequdtcly equtpped prior to 
embarkation, subject to satblactory response to hastening action lor 
out:;tanding demands. 

During February 1915" detachment compnsing thr~>e airrnen moved 
to Biak Island to prepare for the arrivail of the remajnder of the unit. TI1is 
advance party moved to Momtai with the rest of the Wing early in April 
1945, with the detachment bccommg opcraltonal there on 9 April. 

Preparations continut>d for the overseas mow. More stock continued 
to arrive, sever.ll hundred tons arriving during March. 

One of the unusua l litsks undertaken by the wtit during this penod to 
prepare lor sailing overseas was to teach all non-swimmers to swim. 
Swimming lessons were conducted over February and March by officers 
from the Royal Life S.wang Soctety, and at was pleasing to report that the 
non-swimmers could swim by Uw ~nd of this period. 

On 4 May 1945, the transport began of all umt stocks lo Glebe Island 
Number 2 Wharf lor shappmg north. The personnel departed by tr.1in lor 
Brisbane on 9 May !9>15 and next day embarked on the USS Sm Ray, 
together with 6 Airfield Construction Squadron, leaving on 12 May 1945 
for Morotaa bland, via Sink-

The unit personnel arrived at Morotai on 22 May 1945. Howcv~r. they 
only remainL>d there temporarily as they left Morotai on 4 june 19-15 
.tbo.ard Landing Ship Tank 942 as part of the aosault convoy heading lor 
Labuan_ On II j1.me, the day after the assault, the unit disembarked­
Temporary arrangements were made lo spend the night ashore at the 4 
ALrfu~ld Construclton Squadron camp site. The Commanding Officer 
wrote in his jw1c report: 

I he pcr~nncl. pracllc01lly all nr whom are :,erving tht!ir first tour ln an 
operat1on41l atCd# bc:h.iwed well under ;~ctive servtce amdittons, consadcnng 
they were brought str•aght from the south and were l.mdc-d wnh the """"'"t 
convoy on D·day. 

For the first lew days niter landing they shared the camp facilities 
with 4 Mrfield Constn1ction Squadron while they were occuptcd with 



sethng up thctr own stores buildings, accommodation and mcssmg areas. 
The unit's stocks ~nd equipment arrived from Austmh~ ~board the 
Uberty ship SS Ro!Jt,rl C. Crier, accompan1ed by one officer and four 
airmen. The ~h1p commenced to discharge 1ts cargo on IS June 1945 and 
durmg thiS Lime the men were working up to 16 hours a day. 

By the end of July 1945, they had built 120 metres of vehicular roads, 
erected 12 stores, one orderly room, one kitchen, a mess and one 
transport building. In addition, some 500 mel~ of dl'<'p drams were dug 
to dmin the Oat swampy ground where the un1t was situated. 
Notwithstanding the work involved Ill seuing up, mnny hundreds of 
issues were made to their custonler unil.s. By the end of July, all s tores 
were In their respective build.ing sites, with the exccpllon of 'C' and 'I' 
groups. which were expected to be housed by 5 August. 

However, JUSI as the umt began to get tis buildings and storehouses 
established, the Wnr ended. After early advice that the un•t would be 
returnmg to Austmha, it was eventually dec1dl'<l to d~band the umt 
'in situ'. 

Acrordmgly, 21 Air Stores Park was disbanded at L.lbuan Island on 
24 November 19-15. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
14 November 1944 
4 December 1944 

-Squadron Leader R.A. O'Donnell 
-Squadron Lt'ader F.M.C. Arm 

3 
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22 AIR STORES PARK 

CHRONOLOGY 
7 August 1944 -fom\ed at Sattler, NT 

15 March 1945 ~1rrived at Morotai 
30 November 1945 - unit disbanded 

NARRAT IVE 
22 Atr Stott'S Park was formed at Sattler Alrstrtp on 7 August 1944 by 
taking over Detachment 'A' of 28 Air Stores Park, to provide supply 
support for 10 Operationa l Group. 

Being a mobile unit, tents were used for accommodation and to store 
eqUipment. In order to provide some ~urity for stock, \vire netting was 
erected around the ~tores tents. 

By 31 August 19·14, approximately onc-th1rd of each group was 
segreb'llted, packed, weighed and measured ready for immediate £orward 
movement. 

A ~cpar.~tc equipment orderly room was established on 9 October 
1944, as distmcl from the HeadquartN• administration orderly room. 

The disadvantage or operating £rom tents became very evident on 
31 October 19.J4 when, at midday, a severe rain $lonn struck the camp. 
Tents, bu1ldmgs and lrees were blown down, and unit personnel had to 
work all afternoon in heavy rain ~reeling tent.> and endeavouring to 
protect stock from damage. 

In October 1944, 22 A If Stores Pnrk was advised that it would soon be 
r~>-locatmg 'north'. On 8 November, the unit commenced packing up its 
stock. and on the 30th each member was issued with cmergomcy rations 
due to the closure of the messes. 

The advance party left on 16 January 1945. Stocks, such as Kittyhawk 
belly tanks, were then rorwarded to Vesty's Bond Store building for on­
forwardmg to the new location. It was not until 15 February l945that the 
camp at Sattler airfield was finally ''acated and closed down, and the lLn&t 
sailed on 14 March 1945 in U1c slup Carlos Carillo (or Morotai Island. 

The rear party disembarked a t Morotai on IS March 1945. TI1eir new 
camp site was an improvement over Satt ler, having a pennanent mess 
bu•lding w1th w&re mesh enclosed kitchen and storeroom already erected. 



There was also a bwlding for the headquarters with separate omccs for 
the Commanding Officer, adjutant and equipment off~. 

No stores bualdtngs had yet been constructed, rcquaring the umt 
personnel to bwld thear own. Another problem was the muddy ground, 
and 26 loads of crushed coral were deh\'ered to the s ite by 14 Alrfield 
Construction Squadron trucks to stabilise the ground. 

While the unat personnel were busy organistng therru,elves, thear jffp 
was stolen on 6 April 1945. It was eventually recovered nearby by the 
Service Police, four days later and minus its hood and wtndscreen. 

By 28 April 1945, the urut was responsible for the supply support of 
no less than 28 separate units in the area. There w;u; ,, considerable 
problem with undcrmanning. which continued until the end of the War. 

Owing to the ever-increasing supply support demands being made 
upon the unit, the possibility of reforming 22 Aar Stot'los Park mto a stores 
unat was considered on 2 july 1945. A new sate was selected an whach to 
locale this stores unat, but work to commence bualdmg was deferred 
awaihflg a deftnlte date to be given for the rcfonnataon. By 31 july 1945, 
it w;u; confiiTTied that the newly formed 15 Stores Unat would soon be 
transferred from Australia and on arrival at Morotaa would absorb 22 Atr 
Stores Park. However, the War finished before thas could take place. 

On Morotaa, 22 Aar Stores Park was one of the RAAF una!.!> which was 
at the front ltnc. The Allies only occupied a small enclave at Patoe at the 
very southern tap of Morotai Island. 22 Air Stores Park's camp sate was 
only a little over 1.5 kilometres from the defensive perimeter. 

lA'Splte the Allies only occupying the southern tip of Morotai, they 
had established a major base there. The airstrap was large enough to 
operate B-24 Liberator aircraft. To support the RAAF operations, no less 
than four air stores parks were based at Morotaa at one stage. 

Corporal Fred Myles jotned 22 Air Stores Park on 31 july 1945 at 
Morotal, and has some vivid memories of what at was hk01 at MorotaL 
The Japanese regularly anfiltrated the area dunng the naght to steal food 
and attack the unwary and would even jotn the audaence watching the 
open arr mova~. occasionall)' attacking and <>ven lullang some tn the 
darkness. No member of 22 Air Stores Park was 01vcr attacked. 

Wartame rataons w01re very sparse, mostly the tradahonal tms ol 'bully 
beef'. Every opportunit)' was taken to supplement rataons. Sometimes 
fresh fish was on th01 menu, caught using hand grenades or gclagnite. 

On one occasion a wild pag wandered anto the camp area, was spotted 
by the Commanding Officer who <'ailed out to everyone to 't'atch that S 
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bloody pig!' Tins was managed after a hilartous chase tn .1nd around the 
tents, and it was fattened up on mess scraps bcfnre being butchered for 
fresh pork. 

The search for food nearly caused a major disaster. Fred Myles and 
sewral others decided to take a tractor out into the bush to look for paw 
p.1ws and bananas. During their search they left the track and blundcn..>d 
straight into a mine field. To escape, the tractor wa. carefully reversed 
back along the way it came. 

Life at Morotai did have brighter moments. Being in the tropics and 
right on the beach, there wa:. plenty of &wintming. Th.e Park also had a 
pet monkey calk><! Yogt. Yogi had a habtt uf perching in trLoes at mght and 
leaptng upon the back and wrapptng tlS arms around the neck of the 
unwary walking by. As the Japanese also did the sam~ U1ing, with 
different motivi.'S, Yogi c.tused ,lbject terror to more than one person. 

One morrung Yogt cntNcd the Commandtng Officer's lent whtle he 
was :.ha\' ing. grabbL'<I a tube of toothpaste and ran off with it. The whole 
camp roared with laughter at the sight of the Commanding Olficcr 
weanng only .1 towel chastng the monkey around the area, while the 
monkey squlrtc>d toothpaste everywhere. 

22 Air Store!> Purk was possibly Lhe only cqutpmcnt unit to wttn~ 
the formal surrender of the Second Japanese Army to General Sir Thomas 
Blamey, Commander-in-Chief, Australian Mtltt.uy Forces at Morotai on 
9 September 1945. 

One o( the last supply duties 22 Air Stores Park wns involved in was 
equtpptng released prisoners o( war wtth umiom\S and other kit from 
12 September t945. Disbandment commenced on 16 October !945. The 
unit ceased ' trading' on 3 1 October 1945, and disbandment was 
completed on 30 November 1945. 

COMMANDING 0FFICER.S 
7 August 1944 
10 July 1945 
13 October 1945 

-Flight Lieu tenant C. Jeacle 
-Squadron Leader A.T. Turley 
-Squadron Leader C. Scobcll 



23 Al R. STORES PARK 

I April 1943 
27 October 1943 

6 November 1944 
7 February 1945 
16 July 1945 
7 January 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Townsville, Qld 
-became detachment of 13 Stores Depot 
-reformed at Randw1ck, NSW 
-arrived at Morotai 
-arrived at Balikpapan 
-unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
23 Air Stores Park was formed at Townsville, Queensland, on 1 April 
1943 before moving to Thursday Island, wher-e it was dJ.sbanded on 
27 October and reformed as a detachment of 13 Stores Depot. 

23 Atr Stores Park's mission was to support 75 Wing units located at 
H1ggms Field a1rstnp. Although located on a tropical !!.land, the urut 
expenenced s-evere problems with the supply of fresh water. Dunng July 
1944 all personnel were rationed to 5 gallons (23 htres) a day. 

After only a short spell of idylUc life on Thursday Island, the unit was 
ordered to return to Camden, New South Wales for re-equippmg. On 
18 September 1944, all personnel were transported by barge to Cape 
York, where they left by air for Townsville and thence to Sydney. 

After arriving 31 Sydney on 28 September l'M4, the unit was sent to 
Randwick Racecours-e. Alter being re-equipped. the unit's new mission 
was to support 61 Airfield Construction Wing units in the field. One of 
the major drawbacks of occupying Randwick Rnc<><:ours-e wa~ that the 
unit had to vacate the cours-e for each meeting. 

At the beginning of November 1944, aU personnel for the new 21 Air 
Stores Park urut began arrivmg at Randw1d. 21 Air Stores Pari.. was 
offici.1Uy formed on 6 November 1944; in the meantime, personnel posted 
to that un1t were adourustered by 23 Air Stores Park. 

The urut departed Sydney on 22 January 1945 on the Carlos CDnllo, 
together w1th I Alrficld Construction Squadron and one of 61 Atrfield 
ConstructiOn Wmg's uruts which they were to support. There was only 
room on bo.1rd for 250 tons of supplies and 1200 tons hod to be left 
bcllind to be sent on later. 

Arriving at Morota1 on 7 February 1945, all personnel, unit cqu1pment 
and stock were unloaded into landing crnft for transport to the beach. 7 
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The unloading of equipment and stock "'"" marred by the ship's cranes 
breaking down regularly, resulting in a considerable amolllnt of 
equipment betng lost overboard or damaged. 

After arriving on shore, the unit had to borrow messing gear in order 
to provide meals for 1ts personnel. Tents were er~>eted, a well sunk, coral 
paths and roads laid. Buildings were erected, usmg unit labour, and once 
these were up the task of sortmg and storing the s tock began. The airfield 
construction squadrons provided ~ome assistance with constr'Uction, 
making shelv('S, lences and gravel noorcd huts. The rear party and bulk 
of the unit's stock arrived on 14 March 1945 aboard the ship jnlw 

Sedgt'wick. 
&-cause 21 Air Storl'S Park had not arrived. 23 ALr Stores Park was 

required to provide suppvrt to 62 Airfield Construction Wing as well as 
61 ALrfield Con:.truction Wing. The umt was also ca liL'<l upon to support 
a tota l of 60 un.ts m the area and several Australian lrnperial Forces and 
noyal Australian Navy unit:.. 

Loading of equipment and stores onto the Horae:( Lurtu11 Wd> 

comple ted on 7 july. Personnel and ••ehiclcs were then loaded onto 
Landing Ship Tanks (LSI) and arrived at Balikpapan on 16 July 19·15. 

After unloading the LSTs, the advance party began pr~paring the un1t 
S1te some 14 kilometres from !JaiLkpapan whde awaiting the arriva l or the 
Horace Lurto11. Th~ Horace Lttrto11 arrived on 24 July 19•15 and, by 31}uly, 
mo•t of the stor~'S buildings had be(on crt:et<'<l ready for • lock. There was 
considerable delay in clearing equipment .1nd s tock from the dock due to 
bad roads and shortage of trucks. Final deliveries of equipment to the si te 
were not completed until 10 Augu.'t 1945. 

On I October 1945 the unit wa' ad,•ised that it was bemg considered 
to remain at Balikpapan to act as a s tores holding unit. Accordmgly, •n 
extra large building was erected to store a ll o( the expected wtit returns. 
The job of being tlte area s tores holding unit w,\S delegated to 24 Air 
Stores Park, leaving tlte way clea r for 23 to disband. 

With the la>t stocks bemg cleared on 30 November 1945, either gomg 
to Netherland Indies Civi l Admmistrallon (NlCA) s.1les or 24 A1r Stores 
Park for ret'Um to Australia, 23 Air Stores Park was disbanded at 
Balikpapan on 7 January 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
6 September 1944 -Squadron Leader A.V. MulliS 



24 AIR STORES PARK 

I October 1944 

12 November 1944 
30 june 1945 

16 July 1945 
7 january 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Amberley, Qld 
-arrived at Fenton, NT 
--arrived at Morotai 

--arrived at Balikpapan 
-unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
24 Air Stores l'nrk was formed at RAAF Amberley on 1 October 1944, and 
for the next three weeks the unit was occupied with receiving and 
building up its s tocks and equipment, completing thlS task on 21 October 
1944. 

On 25 October 1944, the unit was advised that 11 was to be re-located 
to Fenton Au-field 10 the Northern Territory, where at was to prov1de 
support to 82 (Heavy Bomber) Wing, wh1ch was then havtng 1ts 
squadron.~ cqu1pped with S-24 Liberator bombers. 

After all stores were loaded onto a train at the Bundamba railway 
siding, two trainloads of unit stocks left for Mt lsa on 27 October. This 
was followed by unit personnel on a troop train on the 28th, arriving at 
Mtlsa on 2 November. 

After being quartered in an Army camp at Mt lsa for four days, they 
left by truck convoy for Fenton over 4-5 November. The advance party 
arrived at Fenton on 7 November, followed by the matn pnrty over Jo-12 
November, the trip from Amberley taking 15 days. 

The first task Wlb to unload the trains at the Fountn1n Head rail 
siding. Over the next weeks, their own build1ngs were erected on the un1l 
site, located some 6 kilometres &om the operahonal area. The a1rmen's 
mess and recreaiJon room were opened on 22 November 1944, the same 
day that a thnre-weekly routine eqwpment run to 9 Stores Depot at 
RAAF Corrie commenced. 

By 6 March 1945, the camp area was almost complete. Over the next 
months, the unit set about consolidattng the camp mto a permanent one; 
tennis courts were laid and vegetable gardens cstablibhed. The unit also 
took an active part in sporting competitiorlS with other un1ts in the 9 
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locality. Recreation included swimming nnd picnic trips to p1•1CCS hke the 
Douglas River. 

At the beginning of june, the unit was warned to prepare for a 
transfer north. All stores were packe-d up and personnd and cquapment 
moved to 42 Mile camp on '!july, then to Darwan where they embarked 
on the Ch-vdaud Forbt-;; on 17 june 1945. 

The ship arrived at Morotai on 10 June 1945. Once a!>horc the men 
were ,1ccommodated in an Army stagang camp wlule they undenvent 
intensive ground defence training. They sailed on 11 july for Balikpapan, 
arriving on 16 july 1945. It was not until 25 july that lhe personnel were 
able to disembark from the shap, and during this time there w.-re two ;m 

raid alerts. There was a further aar raid alert on 26 July 1945. 
After erecting their tents in a temporary camp, the unit personnel 

commenced building their permanent camp ar<.'a . Erection of the store;. 
buildmg> began on 31 july, and clearing of thear equapment from the 
wharf and the central dump was completed over 3-12 August. 6 Airfield 
Construction Squadron also crectL-d a number of buildings for 24 Air 
Stor<'S Park, completing the-e on 14 Au&>uSt 1945. 

On 20 August, transfer of technic:.1l cquapment into the m~an stores 
buildings was completed, and two smaller bu.ildu1gs were erectc'tl usiltg 
unat labour. The groups were officially open~'!! for tr~ding on 21 Augu:.l. 

On 18 October, 24 Air Stores p,,k w~s advised thai it would be the 
area s tores holding unit for Balikpapan to oversee the return and disposal 
of all equipment from RAAF units in the area. 

Mter clearing all stock by either di,posal or return to Australia, 24 Aar 
Stores Park •vas disbanded at Bnlikp.1pan on 7 janu.uy 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
1 October 1944 -Squadron L<.'adcr M. William; 



25 AlR STO RE S PARK 

16 November 1943 

1 january 1944 
2 January 1944 

11 February 1944 
l2 july 1944 
12 D«:ember 1944 

27 june 1945 
19 November 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
- Conned as 25 Stores Unit at Richmond, 

NSW 
-re-named 25 Atr Stores Park 
-mo'ed to Ycrongpilly. Qld 
--.ur1ved at I..Jc, Papua New Gwnea 
-.1mved Noem!oor 
--advance party amved at Morotai 
-landed at I..Jbuan 
--un1t d15b.1nded 

NARRATIVE 
25 Alr Stores Park was Conned at Richmond on 16 November 1943, 
originally as 25 Stores Unit. Its mission was to carry all equipment to 
support operational squadrons, and a repair and salvage unit. 

The unit was re-named 25 Air Stores Park on 1 january 1944, moving 
to Yerongpilly in Brisbane on th~ next d.1y. Arter final training and 
equipping. the unit's advance party left in the Liberty ship Robert Stuart 
on 23 January 1944, followed by thl' ma.n party m the Edward D. Boker on 
28 january 1944. 

Arriving at LM! on II February, the unit personnel disembarked and 
proceeded inland to the Nadzab Airfield area, where they established 
their camp and stores site. After unpacking, sorting and checking. the 
first issues were made on 25 February 1944. 

When 21, 23 and 24 Squadrons rctumed to the mainland to re-«Juip 
with B-24 Liberators In April-May, they dumped all of their surplus and 
unwanted equ1pment onto 25 Au Stores Park. This equipment was 
mainly Vultee Vengeance a1rcra!t spares, and created a considerable 
workload for the unit. 

Eady in May 1944, 25 Air Stol'l.>s Pari. was •upposed to have a 
detachment formed at Noemfoor. The umt'; first knowledge of this 
occurred when 11 began teceiVIOS correspondence and ISSue adv1ce for 
equipment being despatched to the new detachment. The unit w.lS 
officially notified at the end of May It :~«rns that some personnel and 
equipment had been assembled at Town;v.Uc at that lime with the 11 
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intenhon of forming a 25 Air Stores Park detachment. This detachment 
actually lx.>eame 29 Air Stores Park. 

On 1 June 1944 the unit was ordered to prepa re for a move to another 
Mt.>a. Packing was completed on 9 June, and on 13 june the unit 
embarked on the US Liberty sh1p Fra11klm K LA11r, Sillltng 111 convoy on 
15 June for Nocmfoor Island. At Tuam between 1 and 8 July, they 
transferred into another Uberty ship, the George Bro11, before continuing 
the voyage to Noemfoor. 

On arrival a t Nocmfoor, all equipment wi\S uniOild~d and placed in an 
equ1pment pool on the beach A temporory camp was made there wh1ch, 
as expected, "'as most primitiv1.~thl' only shelter available was under 
tarpau lins, vehicles or anything that could be found. Things wNe made 
mort.> difficult by the rain, mght a1r ra1ds, ,1nd being in close proximity lo 
the ammunition and fuel dumps. 

After two day~. the Commandmg Officer, Squadron Leader P Molony, 
Fbght L1eutenant George Lane and 20 men went to the site allocate-d to the 
unil, .1boul 6 kilometrcs over the very bad Namba R<l<ld. After clca ring an 
area and pitchmg their tent~. it was discovered that the Site was ou~1de 
the ddens1ve perimeter. TI1ey were effectively camped behmd enemy 
lines. Fortunately, there were Am~ric,ln machine gun empl,tccments 
nearby for proccction TI1e nc~t morning the party very quickly wilhdr~w 
from th., s1te and .mother area wa> promptly request.'<!. 

On 20 July 1944 another site was allocat~d. this one being only two 
milt'S from the beach and do~r to other RAAF umb. The ne•v site was 
much better locatro, as order" wer~ then giV<'n that all >!orcs •wre to be 
off the beach w1thm two days. This represented over 3000 cases to be 
manhandled. and the new PMk site was still j~l jungle. A bulldoLI!r was 
allottro two days later, and w1U1in 48 hour~ had cleared an a rca 'u fficient 
to estabh>h the • tores site. 

Despite the early difficulties in obtauung fresh water, on 3 August 
heavy rau"' caused "''rious flooding. This was followed by more noodmg 
a few w!!<!k.~ later, particularly around and through the bootmake.r's and 
tailor·s shops. To ease the floodtng. on 18 August all ronks (lt1cludlng 
office"') were 1ssued with gumboots, pick.~ and >ho,•els to dig drains 

Between I and 8 September 1944 the first co11Signment of Kill yhawk 
spares was received. The firs t transport spar<-s were received the next day 
and on 10 September 50 new m utor vehicles for r.'-distributaon by 
10 Operational Group. 



On 20 September the unit was advis<.>d to prepare for a new move. By 
28 September, stocks were rrourcd to 60 days holdings to ensure 
mobility. By 16 October the unit bootmaker's section was repairing 
footwear for approX!mately 4000 personnel an the area, with some 
120 pairs of boots being repa.red each WL't'k. 

25 Air Stores Park became responstble for the support of all units 
located at Noemfoor, and 78 Wtng at Morotat on I December 1944. On 
the same day surplus and redundant stocks were packed and issued to 
the lst Tactical RAAF Bulk Store for on·fonvardmg to Biak. 

On 12 December 1944 the advance party of the Park left by air for 
Morotai but 11 was not unbl 2 Apnl 1945 that the forst stocks left for 
Morotai. The unit personnel left on the same day and by 25 Apnl the urut 
was fully operational. 

On 8 April, the same day as the un1t arrsved, the shtp Clar?nu Roberts 

commented unloading stock from Austraha to support the unit's new 
role at Morotai. On 16 June 1945 the urut commented its move to Labuan 
Island. Leaving Morotai over 18 to 22 June 1945, 25 Air Stores Park 
personnel arnved at Labuan on 27 june, where they waded ashore from 
Landing Srup Tanks. The orderly room at Llbuan commenced operation 
on 4 July, with the rest olthe unit bccomang fully lunctional on 14 July. 

In his report on the 'Oboe 6' participation by 25 A1r Stores Park, the 
Commanding Oflirer advised that the movement ol equipment and 
personnel was 'eHccted with little contusion'. The only complication was 
caused at the last moment, when 25 A.r StorL'S Park was notified that it 
was to organise the transport of 300 K1ttyhawk and 200 Spitfire bcUy 
tnnks, originally to have been moved by 22 Air Stores Park. TIUs meant 
the rear party personnel had to work overnight from 2200 on 24 jw1e to 
0730 next morning. using torches to locate serviceable tanks correctly 
crated lor transport. 

At the end or the War, the unit began the arrangements to disband. 
Surplus stock was tnnslerred to 30 Air Stores Park, nnd alter the camp 
site was cleaned up and personnel posted back to Austraita, 25 Air Stores 
Park disbanded at Labuan on 19 November 1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
17 November 1943 
20 March 1944 
22 May 1945 

-Squadron Leader J B. Kang 
-Squadron Leader P. Molony 
-Squadron Leader 1.0. Macltln"' 13 



26 AlR STORES PARK 

I June 1941 

6 November 1944 

21 January 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-Conned dl Goodenough Island, Pnpua New 

Guinea 

-ad vance party departed for Tadji 

-unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
26 Air Storcs Park was fornwd at Goodenough Island on I june 1944 by 
taking over the stock and pi!rsonncl of 16 Storl'S Unit. The Commanding 
Officer of 16 Stores Unat at the time was Squadron Leader Fmnk Rust, 
who thus became the first Commanding Officer of 26 Air Stores Park. 
26 Air Stores Park :.upported 8 Squadron, 100 Squadron, 26 Rcpaar and 
5.,1v.1ge Unat and 4 Replenishing Centre Detachment, «mong others. 

On 24 June the unll was warned of a move to Noemfoor. This w.as 
cancdlt!d on IS July 1944. ln>tead, it wa~ decided that the unit would r<~ 
locate to Tadja. 

Being in an operational area, the unit had to provide security for the 
various storage •reas, first when 7 Tran:.port and Movements Office 
moved, then later when 26 Repaar .tnd Sa lvage Unit departed from the 
urea. 

"11>e advance party-the adjutant .1nd 10 airmen- fanally left 
Goodenough Island for Tad)l by air on 6 November 1941. On arravalthey 
cleart>d a site and c;,tablished preliminary facilities, mainly for messing. 
plu~ ,1 w,1tcr supply, ablution fadUtae~. drainage and I.Hrin'"'. However, 
lack o( building materials, labour and tent,1gc delayed the ercchon of 
quarters and store'S buildings until the maan party and supplies arrived. 

Th~ remainder of lhe J'<'I"!>Onnel and equipment dcpMtt!d .tboard the 
US Uberty shap Simo11 Br'IISOII on 17 November, arriving o(( TadJi on 
1 December 1944. They dasembarkcd immedaatcly on arrival and were 
.accomntodated at 37 Operational Base Unit (or the (arst thr<"" davs until 
their own quarter,; were completed. It was not untal ' 1 December 1944 
that unlc>.1ding o( the shap could commence. The Army and US. Forces 
worked conhnuous shifts and unloodang was lmally completed on 

14 11)anuaryl945. 



During the month of December all unit mustcnngs were engaged m 
the task of ercchng buildmgs. After taking a short break over Christmas, 
work resumed on 12 January 1945 and was shll in pr~ by the 31st. 
The urut was 20 per cent operational by 18 January, mcreasmg to 75 per 
cent by the end of January. 26 Air Stores Park became fully operational at 
Tadji on 24 February 1945. 

The un1t's hiStory sheets record very little deta1l of ib achvilies during 
the remamdcr of the War. What is known IS that the general cond1bons at 
Tadjl were harsh, there being a shortage of tents and no buildings 
provided lor ;torage. Heavy rain fell frequently, malting roads 
impassable. A particularly heavy storm over 21- 22 January caused severe 
floods which washed out bridges and drowned n number of Australian 
Amly troops quartered nearby. Despite the>e condition;, 71 Wing's 
squadrons flew many mi>sions from Tadji on operations against the 
Japanese until the end of the War, and these seem to have been ably 
supported by 26 Air Stores Park. 

Tndji was right on the beach. A surf hfe savmg club to protect 
swimmers was formed early m 19-15 from 71 Wmg un1ts, and just as the 
War fuushed a sa1.l.mg dub began, using locally built 'VJ' type boats. 

At the War's end, support activity was gradually reduced as the 
various squadrons began returning to AustralJa and life became easier. 
The Commnndmg OUiccr's report accompanymg the December 1945 
monthly history report mentions that the unit stood down lor the mam 
Christmas and New Year holidays. Fresh rations rccc1ved from Canteens 
Services were supplemented by a wild pig trapped by un1t personnel, so 
that ample fMc was available for the festive season. 

That same report .1dviS<.>d that this was the last monthly history report 
to be submitted as the unit was to disband in the field as from 14 January 
1946. 

26 Air Stores Park was officially disbanded at Tadj1 on 21 January. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
1 June 1944 -5quadroa Leader F. Rust 
15 March 1945 -Squadron Leader A.E. Knight 
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27 AlR STORES PARK 

1 March 1944 
16 March 1944 
24 August 1944 
27 February 1945 
7 May 1945 
15 December 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-fom1ed at Kiriwina Island 
-arrived at Los Negros 
-arrived at Noemfoor 
- arrived at Morotai 
-disembarked at Tarakan 
-unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
27 Air Stores Park was formed on I March 1944 at Kiriwina Is land. The 
first Commanding Officer was Flight Lieutenant F.N. Beitzel and the 
unit's mission was to support 73 Wing's operations. 

27 Air Stores Park was to leave on the Liberty ship Marcus Daly, and 
all personnel were required to assist with loading the ship. The ship left 
for Milne Bay on 6 March 1944, arriving thNe next day, and personnel 
were quartered at various units while the ship was unloaded and 
reloaded. Arrivmg at Los Negros on 16 March, they loaded into Landmg 
Slup Tanks atS<.>eadler Harbour for the trip across to Hyane Harbour. 

TI1ey came ashore in very high temperatures, and their camp site was 
in a coconut plantation which had been vartually destroyed by previous 
Allied bombing and shelling. The fltSt nights were spent in the open on 
stretchers under ground sheets and mosquito nels, among the fallen trees. 

On 21 March unloading of Ients and camp equipment began, followed 
by the unit's stocks. 

On 2J March, 27 Air Stores Park had to provide 15 men from its 
advance party to help unload the ship. This reduced its own strength to 
only six airmen, which made setting up and unpacking very diJficult. 
Unloadang was finally completed on 26 March 1944. 

By 26 Match the buildmg site had been cleared ready for the erection 
ol buildings. On 9 April the mess building was completed and the first 
meals served. Next day the first s tores tent opened Erection of two stores 
buildings commenced on 12 April. On 15 April 1944 advace was rcceav~-d 
ll1at all future construction was to cease and on 17 May the move to 
Noemfoor was confirmed. The tmil had become luUy operational on 

16 25Apnl1944. 



Loading commenced on II August Into the US Uberty ship Viltts 
Bering, and an officer and two airmen were detailed to sail with the ship. 

En route to Noemfoor, the :.hip stopped at a small bay off Wal<de 
Island, where the unit's mam replenishment stocb were transferred into 
the Robert S. &m. The Ro/Jffl S. Bttln then JOined the Vit11s Bering for the 
voyage onto Noemfoor, amving at Noemfoor on 24 August. 

While the advance party was unlooding at Noemfoor, the main party 
was still at Los Negros. It was not unttl September that C-t7s were 
arranged to transport the bulk of the members to Noemfoor, wath the first 
Right on II September, and the second the next day. 

By 30 September 1944, the urut was 30 per cent operational, but the 
unit strength of only 61 persormel wa" totally madequate. A large party 
of a.rmed Japanese was reported to be foragmg for food in the area, 
requiring more guards to be posted and thus mcreasing the manning 
problem. 27 Aar Stores Park became fully operational on 2 October 1944. 

In November 1944 the urut supported nearly 30 separate units. 

On 20 December 1944, 27 Air Stores Park was declared the Command 
Air Stores Park, responsible for the supply of aU RAAF units at Morotai 
and th.e Philippmcs. To carry out this new role, it was decided that 27 Au 
Stores Park would re-locate to Morotai and the ad vance party left 
Noemfoor by C-47 on 12 November 1944. Initial stores w!\re then ferried 
to Morotai by C-47 until, on 23 December, enough stores and personnel 
were at Morotai to form Detachment 'A'. 

The Morotai detachment bt-c.1me operational on 3 January 1945 and 
on 9 February was redesignated the unit headquarters, while the 
Noemfoor element became the rear party. 

Alter dismantling the Noemfoor camp, lhe rear party departed by air 
for Morotai on 19 February and the remaining sto~ and vehicles arrived 
at Morotai on 27 February. 

The stay at Morotai was only short. Major s tores and equipment were 
loaded on SS NebraskA bctwiX'.n 3 April and 12 Apnl, lhe unit ceased 
operations on 15 April, and on 4 May all persormcl embarked on HMS 
MDnoora for Tarakan Island 

The unit disembarked at Tarakan Bay on 7 May. During the first 
24 hours ashore the urut came under small arms fire and mortar attack. 
causing persormelto humedly evacuate lhe houses they had taken over. 
Persormel from the unit also had to man strongposts around their 
perimeter throughout the rught to prevent mfiltration. 17 
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By 14 May the area had been secured sufficiently to a llow pcr»<mncl to 
be taken off manning the strongposts. The storehouse was a lso completed 
m time for lhe first shipment of stock, which arrived on 20 May. 

There Wa5 a Japanese air raid on the area on 26 May and oU1er ra1ds 
on the nights of 28 and 30 May, but the bombs dropped caused no 
damage. In addition Japanese aircraft flew over the area on the nights of 
9 and 10 June. 

O.:sp•te these d•Hicullles, 27 A.r Ston_>s Park was declared fully 
operational on 28 May 19~5. The first dl'liveries of freight at T.1mkan 
arrivlod aboard the ship Stnr K11o1t on 19 June 1945. 

While some records indicate that 27 Air Stores l'ark disbanded on 
5 November 1945, the 1st TactJcal A1r Force h1story sheets show 
JS December as the disbandment date. 27 A.r Store!. Park was apparently 
sl"ill active as ,1t 31 January 1946, when ,m ,Jccount>~nt officer wa:. left 
bchmd by 77 Wing to oversee the final disbandment. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
1 M11rch 1944 -Flight Lieutenant F.N. Be• t>.cl 
20 December 19·14 - Squadron Leader G.W. Pizzcy 



28 AIR STORES PARK 

9 February 1944 
30 June 1944 
16 March 1945 

14 July 1945 
5 November 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Wi.nnell•e, NT 
-moved to Darwm Civ1l Airport 
-advance party amved at Jacquinot Bay, 

New Britain 

-arrived at Balikpapan 
-unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
28 Air Stores Park was formed at Winnellie on 9 February 1944" The bulk 
of the uOII personnel were posted from the strength of 9 Supply Depot, 
remaimng there while the umt's stores were packed and prepared for 
despatch to Winnellie. On 16 February. the umt took over stores 
buildings at Wmncllic which had been erected by 3 Mobile Works 
Squadron 

Shortly after formation 28 Au Stores Park took over 9 Stores Depot 
Detachment '8', wluch was then located at I Medical Rcce•ving Station at 
0,\rwm. 28 Au- Stores Park then assumed respons•b•hty for ~upplying 
expendable Items to all Darwin units as far south as Pme Cr..--ck. 

Preparations proceeded well with the readying of the storehouses to 
receive the mai.n stocks from 9 Stores Depot, and on 23 March 1944 the 
first road convoy arrived. A second convoy nrrivt<d on 30 Milrch. 

Whi le the unit was bemg established, Detachment 'A' was stationed at 
Coomalie nirstnp to act as the unit headquarters. This detachment moved 
to Win nellie on 29 March 1944 and 28 Air Ston.>s !'ark officially opened 
for business at Wmnel.l•e on 1 April. 

On 13 May 1944, advice was rece~ved to establish a detachment at 
Sattler Airfield. "The advance party left Wmncll1e on 16 May, followed by 
the ma111 party on 19 May, with Detachment 'A' b..'Com~ng operational at 
Sattler on 22 May. 

The formahon of Detachment '8' at Batchelor was to •upport the 
medium bomber squadrons and it became fully opcrahonai on 3 June 
1944. 

On I June 1944, the unit had been odvised to vacate Winncllic, 
enabling 9 Stort-s Depot to move into the site, nnd to re-locate locally in 19 



the Darwm area. A site adjacent to 7 Rcpaor and Servicing Unit at the 
northern end of the Darwin Civil Airfield was chosen on 7 June. 

28 Air Store:; Park vacated Winnellie on 30 June 1944, after 26 
members travelled to Sattler to join Detachment 'A'. 

During Ju ly 19•14, the unit set about consolidating the camp site at the 
Darwin Civil A trport. 

The unat moved to Pell atrslrip on 16 August 19~·1. Work immediate!)' 
commenced on turning the site into a store:. park area Prefabricated 
bualdings were erected, and a portable hangar constructed. To providt' 
relief from the setting up work, regular >Wimming trips and picnics were 
organised to the Adelaide and Daly River>. 

On 24 February 1945, Flying Officer K.L. l'altridge and Leadmg 
Aircraftman T.W. Ingram new with the advance party from 79 Wing to 
Jacquinot Bay, New Britain. Unit equipment was loaded aboard the 
William J. Slt'warl on 6 March. Squadron Leader K.M. Hotler nnd 16 
others boarded the X2709 and arravcd at Jacquinot Bay on 16 March. The 
main body of the unit arrived on the SS Boutikalt! on 9 May 

Oy 30 April 1945 two equipment s tore buildings were completed. 
Drinking water was limited. Water had to be carted, and it was rationed 
out at one bucket per person for a shower each night. In the morning a 
single mug of water was used for shavmg, a sponge wash, and cleanmg 
teeth 

On 21 April 28 Air Stort.'S Park's main party left O,mvin on the 
SS Bonlikoc, arnving at Jacqumol Bay on 9 May 1945. Next day the umt 
wa. i\dviscd that it would move to Balikpapan and on 24 May loading of 
all equipment onto the Willaam H. Sa'wanl began. TI1e ship saill'<l on 
26 May with the advance party o( 28 Air Stores Pork and other elements 
o( 79 Wing. arrivmg at Morotai on 26 June t94.5. 

Two days after the unit'< equapment left, a Royal New Zealand Air 
Force Corsair Wing took over the empty store houses and camp on a 
walk·out, walk·an basts. 

The main party =barked on U1e /oc Fellow,; on 10 June, caught up 
with the Willmm H. Seward at Morotaa, and sailed an the same convoy to 
Balikpapan. They arrh•ed on 14 July 1945, a lthough the unat was not >1ble 
to disembark for six days. 

By 23 July the unit had commenced erecting it!> camp facilities 
,,Jongsade the beach, beganning wath the messes and ad"ministration 

20 bualdmgs. 



On 24 july Japanese aircraft bombed the Mnnggar airstrip only 
6 kilometres nway (rom the camp site. 

On 25 July, a group ol Japanese soldiers attempted to destroy the 
water instaUation which supplied drinking water to the unit, but aU eight 
were killed by members o( the RAAF Defence Unat. 

L.nter that day there was a Japanese a.r ra1d agamst the harbour. 
Despite these attacks, the unit continued w1th the erection o( the main 
stores building. the airmen's mess and kitchen being completed on 
30 July 1945. 

On 13 September the unit was informed that it was to receive aU rilles 
I rom aU RAAF units in the area. Accordingly, n secure building to s tore 
aU arms was completed on 27 September. 

Over the period 2-7 October the last 1ssues were made and on 
8 October 28 Air Stores Park ceased operations and the unit disbanded on 
5 November 1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
9 February 1944 
April1944 
25 August 1944 
20 Januilry 1945 

-Squadron Leader J.C. Chl(ord 
-Squadron leader N. Buchanan 
-Flight Ueutenant L.A. Coleman 
-Squadron leader K.M. Horter 
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29 AIR STORES PARK 

26 May 1944 

2 November 1944 

2~ April 1945 
22 November !945 

CH R.ONOLOGY 
-fom1ed at Aitkcnv.1le, Q ld 

-advance party arrivl'<l at NOl'mfoor 

-arrived at Tarakan 

- unat d!l>banded 

NARRATIV E 
29 Air Store~ Park was formed at Ailkcnvale on 26 May 1944, with its 
mossoon to support 81 Wing m field opcr.lloon>. 

The unit's personnel were nccon'Ullodated a t Aitkcnvalc but during 
the forst month alter fom1a11on the unit had no buoldings, offices or 
transport ol its own. On 30 May, arrangements were made to use part of 
6 Tr.msport and Movements Ofrice's r<->eeipts and despatch S<->etion 
buolding, located near the Malanda Milk raolway siding .1t Carbull, to 
s tore <-'<jUipmcnt on arrival. 

By 27 )1om~. two large ~lwd> at th<' Garbutt railway siding were laken 
over. All >torcs from 6 Transport and Movements Office were lhcn 
moved onto the n~w blllldmg' on I July. 

On 25 July the Commanding Officer'• Dodge wc;~pon carrier was 
s tolen from outside I he Transocnt ML'!>S by two ainnen. TI1~ serv1ce pollee 
managt~ to track the vch1de down \\•athm nn hour, whereupon the two 
occupan ts abandoned the vehicle whole ot was sti ll moving. While 
damage to the vehicle was s light, the CollUlmndons Officer wa> lent ~ 
replacement weapon carrier from 14 Repair .1nd S.1lvagt> Unot, and lhe 
two a irmen got 30 days detention. 

The unil once again outgrew ils storage capacity, and on 29 July 
moved into a larger shed a t the same location. 

Building up unit s tocks contil1ucd, and on 8 August the kitchen and 
medical huts were completed. 

11w RAAF Canleen took over the largest of the s heds for tis own 
goods on 14 August, forcing all of 29 Air Stores Pork's vehocles and more 
equipment to be stored out in the open. A large lcnl was ert!Cted al the 
Garbutt siding 10 days later in an attempt to provode some shcltt•r ror the 

22 transport st.>clion. 
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Tiu• Mono Fruit Preserving Company building in Bayswater Avenue 
was taken over on 21 August 1944 to relieve the storage difficulties at the 
railway siding. However, because this building was about 8 kilometres 
from Garbutt. special guard arrangements had to bl' made 

TI1e unit was granted perm•ssion by the Townsville City Council to 
erect six tents on Magnetic Jsland for a recreation camp. TIUs camp was 
located at Arcadia, right on Alma Beach. 

A smaU advance pa rty comprising Flight Lieutenant B.A.J. Larkin and 
four other ranks arrived at Noemfoor by air on 2 November 1944 to 
establish the advance party detachment there. 111eir first task was to 
locate, house and check equipment that had been forwa{ded dirt'Cl to the 
island. By 30 November 1944 they were able to commence issues of 
equipment in short supply to U1e island's various units. 

Leading Aircraftman W. Tatters was one of the members of the 
advance party, and recaUs that the aircraft landed on part of the <~irstrip 
that was in American hands and they were unceremoniously dumped on 
the airstrip and left to fend for U1emselves. 111ere was continuous rocket 
and gunfire passing overhead from ships off shore. 

The advance party was taken in by United States Navy 'Sea bees' and 
aUoc.1ted a camp area near the end of the bomber stnp to estabUsh the 
unit's storehouses and camp. 

There were many 'red' alerts, with anti-aircraft guns located nearby 
firing on the Japanese planes. Eventtmlly a 20-kilometre defensive 
perimeter was established which provided a measure of security. 

Back m Australia, it was proposed that 29 Air Stores Park would 
become self-sufficient and establish its own camp area. On 17 November 
1944, the move commenced to the ex-20 Medical Receiving Station site at 
nearby Fulham Road. 

On 10 March 1945, the unit embarked on the C11rlos Carrillo, just in 
lime for the ship to meet up with a cyclone in the Coral Sea. A bu Udozer 
and mobile cooker broke loose in the hold and bc~:an to batter against the 
side of the ship with every roll. The ship stopped at Biak to j<lin up with 
a convoy and escorts, and arrived at Morotai on 25 March. 

On 14 April the unit suspended operations and began preporing for a 
move, with the advance party sailing aboard the Wi!Siralia for ,."rakan. 
On arrival at Tarakan, there was a delay of several days before the 
advance party could disembark from th<.> ship, as Japanese troops slill 
occupied various sites allotted to 78 Wing units. 23 
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The main party, s tock, and vehicles left Morota1 Ul convoy on 20 April, 
arriving at Tarakan on 24 April. TI1c .hore was being shelled by the 
escorting corvettes, and American Lockheed Lightnings strafed and 
dropped napalm on enemy positions. The japanest! were f•nng back from 
heavily defended positions. 

Landing was along ships pontoons, although 1t took a long time 
before the umt's trucks were able to be brought ashore. Comp was 
established a little over 1.5 kilometres inland, 1vith the stores depot in 
som<: buildings that had lx.-en bombed and strafed. 

By 13 May 1945, the unit was 10 per cent operational. Durlng the day, 
all mustermgs worked at normal duties, establishing the camp. and at 
night were calloo upon to man security gu.~rd posts. All unit members 
were trainoo in the usc of Brcn light machme guns and Thompson sub­
machine guns. 

There were also several japanese air raids, but these caused little 
damage. Apart from bombers, reconnaissance float planes regularly Oew 
overhead (mainly at night) to make their presence felt and to keep the 
Allies on the~r toes. 

There was an artlllery emplacement-25 pounders and 3.7 inch 
guns-behind the camp, which fired almost continuously dunng the 
night to harass Lhe enemy. japanese artillery fired back from caves in the 
hills until return fire got too close. Bombing by American 6-24 Liberators 
and $traling and napalm s trikes by Lockheed Lightning fighters on the 
j.1pancsc-occupied Margy Ridge was clearly VISible to those in the 29 Air 
Stores Park camp S1te. 

On 10 August 1945, an unknown person fired sever,tl pistol flares in 
the air and one of these landed on the roof of a storehouse, setting it 
,,light Despite having the fire under control fair!)' quickly, an estima ted 
£4500 ($9000) worth of stock was destroyed. 

The unit ceased to function on 5 October. Personnel and s tock were 
absorbed u1to 27 Air Stores Park, and 29 Air Stort'S Park was formally 
d ~>banded at Tarakan on 22 November l 9~5. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
26 May 1944 -Flight Lieutenant A.T. Anderson 



30 AlR STORES PARK 

22 january 1945 
22 May 1945 
12 June 1945 
14 january 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed a\ Kingaroy, Qld 
-arrived at Morotai 
-arrived at L:1buan 
-unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
30 Air Stores Park was fom1ed at RAAF Kingaroy .n QuL-ensland on 
22January 1945. Its mission was to provide in-field support to 86 Wing's 
Mosquito and Beaufighter squadrons to be deployed to the South-West 
Pacific Area. 

After the build-up of U1e unit s trength and stores over the next several 
months, the unit's advance party left Kingaroy on 1 May to board the US 
Liberty ship Simo11 Bamberger. The remaining unit members loaded the 
equipment and vehicles onto rail trucks at the Tabinga rail head, after 
which U1ey left by train for Brisbane on 9 May. They were ti!Jnporarily 
bil leted at the Ascot racecourse, U1en embarked on the United States 
Navy ship Sen Rny, leaving for a 'destination unknown' on II May 1945. 

The main party sailed via Biak to Morotai, arriving U1ere on 22 May. 
They remained there until 5 June, when they embarked on a Landing 
Craft (Medium) <>nd sailed in convoy to Labuan Island, arriving at 
Labuan on 12 june 1945. Tiu• advance party eventually disembarked on 
16 june, followed by U1e main party on U1e 17th, and moved into a 
temporary camp. While U1ey were still aboard the Landing Croft 
(Medium), the ships at anchor were attacked by three Japanese aircraft un 
14 june, one aircraft being shot down. 

The unit worked 24-hour shifts unloading the ships, and while one 
shift party was working on the beach at 0430 hours nn 21 june the area 
was ilttacked by over 100 japanese troops. The attack lasted for three 
hours, wiU1 many Japanese kiUed. There were also several Alhed 
casualties from this encounter, a lthough fortunately none from 30 Air 
Stores Park. Later, on 16 july, enemy activity was reported at the camp 
site but U1ere were no RAAF casualties. 

A report by Group Captain j .M. Whyte, Commandmg Officer of 
86 (Attack) Wing, summarismg U1c Wing's participation in the Lnbuan 25 



Jandtngs, stated that all of the Wing's units underwent great diificulties 
in unloading the sh1ps Simr11 Bnml>ergt•r and Crcnl. There was little 
organisatJon or plartnlng by those rw1J1ing the landing operations. 

On IS july the unit moved from the temporary camp into its 
permanent site at L.1buan. This new site had two building> in good 
order-one large and one small-wluch were put to good u>e for stores, 
ratJons, canteen, messes and admmistrahon secllon. By 17 july, tents had 
bL'<!n erected, kitchens, showers and messes were all operating, and the 
stores building. were erected. The officers' mess was officially openL'Cilln 
27 july, followed by the stores bUJidings next day, a llow1ng general 
lSSUCS tO begin. 

Although the War finished on 15 Augu~t, <'quipment work continued 
on. On 29 August an urgent demand was received from a unit for 2000 
drab sh1rts; these were packed and delivered to a wa1ting aJtcraft one nnd 
a half hours after receiving the demand 

During September additional buildings were erected to store all of the 
Defence and other equipment being returned from the squadrons and 
other un1ts of 86 Wing. On 26 September, 30 A1r Stores Park was adv1sed 
that it was to lake over all of the surplus Defence equipment for Lilbuan. 
Thb ~'quipm"nt wa. conditioned, repaired where possible. and pack('!! 
by 30 A1r Stores Park. 

TI>e absorption of 32 Air Stores Park began on 15 October, allowmg 
that unit to dbband on 20 October 1945. 

By November, issuL'S were limited to essent.al 1ten1S only. Additional 
prefabncated buudinAS were erected to store nil of the returned stock 
from local disbnndmg unJts. Arrangements were made for the sale.s of all 
·p• and some 'I' and 'Q' groups to the British Borneo CivU Adminbtralion 
Unll, rather than return this stock to AuMralia. 

On 5 November. 30 Air Stores Park was des1gnated the stores holdmg 
unit for aU RAAF units al Labuan. Units located at Labuan al that time 
were 2 Airfield Defence Squadron, 457 Squadron, I Air Support U1\it, 5 
Medical Receiving Station and 16 Air Observation rost Flight. 

Loading of stock to be returned to AustraUa began on 12 November, 
onto the RAAF's own ship Wanakn. and was completed on 14 November. 

On 24 November the unit took over all of 21 Air Storcos rack's stock 
(comprising mostly 'C' group plant and equipment spar..s). 30 Air Stor~ 
Park commenced disposmg of vehicles having no further use, or 
unrepa.rable, by dumpmg them at sea. Later, on 7 Dt.'CCmbcr, the stocks 

26 were taken over from 4 Rad io Installation and Maintenanct! Unit. ·c· .1nd 



'Y' groups w~r~ ~~pi open for issues, while the r<>mammg group> w~rc 
packed for return to 1\W>Iraha 

On 10 IA'C<'mlx!r 1945 control of 30 Aar Stores Park wa> lraoslerred 
from 86 Wing to Headquarters 1 Tactical A1r Fon;c. 

All 'urplu:. refngerato,.,. were purcha>ed b1· the Ro)al A1r Force ,md 
t.~ken to Smgaporc Enghsh Moo;quito a~rcraft 'P·''t"' wNc abo dchvered 
to the RAF sal~ at l.lbuan on IS December 01 >nlt•r<..,t, the Royal Au 
Force also had 80 A1r Stores ParJ.. in the area It " prolMblc. but not 
recorded an the daary, that the refrigerators were •~sued to th.1t una I. 

On 30 December the sh1p Rwer Clart'llce was luadt'd wath almost oil 
stores, vchac:lc~ and plant for return lo Au~tr,,h,1-lc,wing only 1\0 CoiM15 of 
equipment c•-21 Air Stores Park for further shippang. Thc>e last cases 
were shipped over U1c next two weeks. Nearly nil of lhl' >lock returned to 
Australia from 30 A1r Stores Park ended up an 'torag(' at RAAF 
Narromuw, wath f> Stores Depot eventually .1rro1ngang the lanai dasp<NI 

Wath tlw last of lht• unil'' stores dcared by 'al('>., daspo<..11, dcstructaon 
or return to Au:.traha, the area was cleaned up and 30 Au Slort.., Park 
was disband<'<! al L.lbuan on 14 January 19-16. 

COMMANDING 0ffiC[RS 
3 September 1945 
23 October t 9·15 

-Squadron Leader A.R. Hallcn't~an 
-Squadron Leader R D. CO<>f>l'r 

27 
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31 Al R STORES PARK 

ll March 1945 

13 September 1945 
23 Nov~mbcr t 945 

CH R.ONOLOGY 
-formed at Ambcrlcy, Qld 
- move to Darwm completed 
-unit disbanded 

NAR.R.ATJVE 
31 Au Stores Park was formed at Amberlcy on II March 1945. In actual 
fact RAAF Headquarters message 0342 of 20 February 1945 advised the 
formation date to be 1 March, howc,•cr, formntlon wns delayed uJltil the 
f~rst officer, Flying Officer S.J F. Taylor, arrived on posting on 12 Match. 
It was 1ntended that 31 Air Stores P<~rk move to long Airfield 1n the 
Northern Territory to provide support to 85 (Heavy Bomber) Wing. 
operating B-24 Liberators. 

Shortly after formation the un.it obtained the usc of ,1 Uni ted States 
Army Air Force 'igloo' hangar located about 5 kilometres from Amberley 
on the Rosewood Road. Although shared with Wing Headquarters and 
85 Operational Base Unit, the hangar wa:, ideal, being ~pproximately 
60 metres by 30 metres, with a concrete floor, electric power and 
telephone. 

By 16 Apnl 1945, the unit was 95 p<!r cent manned, but had on ly 
28 per ce1ll of 1ts s tock requ~rements. Unfortunately most of the m15smg 
stock was ll-2•1 Liberator spares, which were essential to carry ou t the 
unit's mission. 

On 25 April the unit was warned to prepare for a mow to the Darwm 
arc«, and the advance party left on 18 May. 

Although the stock holdings at the end of May were only 58 per cent 
of the assessed holdings, 60 tons of equ1pment were despatched under 
escort on 2 June, via rail, to Mtls.1 for onward movement to Darwin. This 
was followed by the (irst contingent leaving lor Darwin on 5 June. 

The trip from BrLqbane to Darwin wns a five-day train trip via 
Towns,•ille to Mt lsa, a four-day Army truck tnp to Larrinlah, lhen 
another day's train trip to Darwin-a total of about 10 days, providing all 
the connections were mnde and there were no delays. 

How.,vcr, the main element still r~maincd at Amberley for sevl!ral 
months "'or~, despite rep<!ated requests for information on when it 



would be moved. A conference was held on 25 July to plan the move of 
all 85 Wing's units (ancluding 31 Air Stores Park) to Darwin. It was then 
confirmed on 6 AU!,'USt that the move would take place, but before it 
could actually begin, the War finished on IS Augu;t 1945. O..>spate this, at 
was decided to conttnue with the move to Darwan. 

AU equapmcnt and unit records were transported to the Bnsbanc 
wharws on 18 August by Anny trucks for 6 Tran~port and Movemcn~ 
Office to arrange ~happang to Darwin. The unat'~ \'chacles were also 
driven to tl1c wharves at the same time. 

After all had been sent to the wharves, the mam p.1rty departed 
Brisbane by rail on 1 September for Darwin, going via Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Alice Springs. then Army truck convoy to 
Larrimnh, from there to Darwin by train. The rear party eventually 
arrived in Darwin on 13 September to complete the unit's move. The unit 
moved into the former Uruted Slates 4th Atr Depot camp located 
10 kilometre. from Darwin on the south of the Stuart Haghway 
(approl<llllately where the light a\'iation area and freaght tcnnanals arc at 
the Darwm Aarport today). 

On arm·al an Darwin the unit was adviSed that at was to function as 
the equapmcnt collection cent-re for the reccapt of Mock and equapment 
from dasbandang units in the area. Effectively, 31 Aar Ston.'S Part.. was 
d.J.sbanded shortly after arrival at Darwan by being ab;orbed into 9 Stores 
Depot d~ a detachment, although some of the unit wa• requared to attend 
to 31 Alt Stores Park's administration, includmg unloading and 
prOCt..'bbing the unit's equipment, which arrived from Brisbane on the ship 
Staggc11 ut this time. 

31 A~t Storl'b Pnrk was oWcially disbanded at Oarwan on 23 November 
1945 with remaining personnel being absorbed mto 9 Stores Dcpot. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
13 March 1945 -Squadron Leader J W Grace 
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32 AIR STORES PARK 

6 january 1945 

12 June 1945 

21 October 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formt>d at Rnnsford, Vic. 

-arrived at l..1bunn 

-umt disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
32 Air Stor~ Park was formed at 1 Personnel Depot, Ransford, 
Melbourne on b January 1945. Storage space for the unit's s tores and 
equipment was allocated in a 'wool' shed at the Dynon Road rail siding. 

On 19 March 1945, the unit headquarters moved into its own budding 
at 16 Goodwood Street. Richmond. whtle the persoru1el remamed at 
Ransford. On 28 March the unit was advised to be ready to m()VC from 
Melbourne to Morotai to join 83 Wing. 

Airmen were attached to Wonga Park for 'hardcnmg' courses. 
Approximately 75 per cent of tl1c equipment originally demanded had 
been rece.ved and the unit was ready to move, iJ requ1rt!d. 

On 3 May 1945, 32 Air Stores Park left Melbourne on a spt>eial train for 
Sydney, together with 330 tons or general s tores and 15 vehicles. 

011 arrival in Sydney on 6 May they were billeted at Randw1ck 
l~1cccoursc. The next day all stores and equipment were unloaded from 
the ra1 l trucks and taken to the Glebe Island goods yard for shippmg 
over.,cas. After the unloading and transfer were completed, tlu• umt's 
personnel left Sydney by tram on 9 May for Bnsbane. 

Arriving in Br.sbane on 10 May, personnel were loadt!d aboard the 
ship~ St'tl RJzy (leaving on 22 May) and Robert C. Grit·r (leaving on 3 June) 
for the voyage north. 

Thciz: first port of call wa.~ Morotai on 22 May, whcrl.' they were 
billeted a~horc at the 83 Wing camp sile. On 5 Jtme all pe~onncl sailed 
together for U1buan Island 1n a 1...1nding Ship Tank. 

Arriving at Labuan on 12 June 1945, personnel wNe surprised to find 
their Landing Ship Tank heading for the beach in the second wave of 
landing craft in1mt!diately after the first assault wave h,td hit the beach 

Tite site allocated by 83 Wmg Headquarters was found to be too small 
for the unit's requirements, as well as stW being virgm bu~h. $0 a 



temporary camp was set up. A more SUitable slle was then allocated, but 
that had been occupied by an Anny unit which took its time movmg. 

The n~xt t~k wa; to unload the slup wh1ch arrived darcct from 
Sydney on 25 June tiNS carrymg all the urut's stOrl'S and equ•pment. To 
assist m thiS work and enable the urut to open for C>Su~ as soon as 
poss•ble, a ronsidcrable number of personnel were attached from other 
Wing umts. r:.qu•pmcnt unloaded from the Ll~rly sh•p was transferred 
to five separate dumps and 32 Air Stores Park took some t1me to locate 
and collect its own equ•pment from other umts. 

The headquarters section was opened on S July, moving to the 
permanent camp site on 10 July, where unpacking of the unit's stock 
began on 27 July 1945. 

32 Air Stol't! Park was notified that it wa; to cease functioning on 
15 October, when all stores and equipment 1vcrc to ~ transferred to 
30 Air Stores !,ark. 

Di;bandml'nt was completed on 21 October 1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
6 January 1945 -Squadron Leader I.R. Syme 
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1 CENTRAL AMMUN lTION DEPOT 

I April1942. 

12. November 1956 

1958 
1 October 1967 

April1993 
November 19'!4 

Power for Action 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed as 1 Central Reserve at 

MJrrang.uoo wtlh sub-depots at 
Moorebank and Glenbrook. NSW 

- moved to Kmgswood and Marrangaroo 
became Detachment 'A' 

-Detachment 'A' closed 
-r<--nam<'<l I Central Ammunition Depot 

(1CAMD) 
-Bogan Gate reactivated as Detachment' A' 
-biL<ed at Kingswood, NSW 

NARRATIVE 
1 Central Ammunitton Depot (1CAMD) commenced ltfe •'·" I Centra l 
Reserve at Marranguroo on 1 Apri l 1942. TI1c <mtl's pnmary role was the 
storage and supply of munitions for lhc RAAF. 

The first barracks and messing facthtil'S came into U><' m June 1942 
Thts was a great morale booster as accommodalton was mamly under 
canva>, and a temperature of -l"C wa; r.>corded ott 22 June. The 
cstabLC.hment of U1e unit atlhb time was six officers and 12J airmen. 

Ln August 1942 Ptctott Railway Tunnel btocamc a storage area for 
1 Central Reserve--! Sub-Depot. By November 1942 the establishment of 
1 Central Reserve had risen to 11 officers and 232 other ranks and total 
munitions s tored were 2828 toru., made up of 820 tons received and 1308 
tons despatched. 



/Is th~ War conllnued and stocks built up, a number of added storage 
siles were scllocled. with Marrangaroo as the controlling headquarters. 
The ~•lcs under Marrangaroo's control were Glenbrook, Clarence Tunnel, 
Kowgul"illl, Albury, Ml Druitl and Kingswood 

In 1943 a War Dog Traming School was estabhshl'<l at Marrangaroo. 
This school tramed both dogs and handlers and remamed at 
Marrangaroo unhl tr01nslerred to Mt Drutll 1n 1944 

WiU1 the cessation of hostilities, I Central R!,'SCrve ceased to issue 
munitions, and the total manning dropped dmm,tllc,tlly. During the 
peacetime phase of I Central Reserve. wartun~ munttion• were either 
'safe stor<'CI' or dc>troyl>d. 

'n1~ ou tbreak of U1~ Korean War once again ,,clivnt<'<i I Centra l 
Reserve into ~suing munibons to 77 Squodron tn japan and Korea. 
During this time, a total strength of one ofltcer and 28 airmen managed to 
operate M,vrangaroo and all the sub-depot,, >UCccssfuUy moving 
muntbon• tn support of the war. In 1951 M.1rr.1ng,uoo bt.ocamc the 
processing centre lor Nallonal Se"~cemer< After hoslllillcs had ceased, 
Ole Picton and Bowral sub-depots were closed, and tn 1956 I Central 
Reserve was transferr<'<l to Kingswood (Orchard liilb). 

The RAAF had first begun using Kingswood for e•plOl>tve storage 
early in 1945 tn order to avotd the double handhng of e•plostves on 
consignment to nnd from Sydney and for local 'torage, wlulst awaJting 
on-forwilrdmg to the nl>rlh·west and New Gutnm Alnng'>tde thc RAAF, 
there were contlngent> of the Royal Navy and the Royal Au,tralian Navy 
who also used the area to store wartime mun1tions. 

On 12 N<>wmbN t956, the headquarters of I Central Re.erve moved 
from Marrangaroo lo Kingswood, and Marrangaroo became Detachmt!nt 
'A'. Klngswood over the next lew years wa~ devcloJX<d by the 
construction of permanent IJVing quarters and ml'!>>es. The mam 
headquarters buildtng was completed and occupted on 15 joltluary 1960. 

During the ne•t few years, the umt <,upphed ammuntbon to 2 
Squadron tn V1etnam. One of the urut's added function" was to supply 
explosive experts to supervtSe the demolition of World War II murutions 
and bom~ throughout Austra!Ja. 

On I October 1967. I Central Reserve was ~named I Central Ammu­
nition Depot This umt h,15 since cvoh·ed into a ccmlr<' for <'xpertiSI' on the 
handling and >l(>r,lgc of explosive ordnance and conttnul~ to >upply 
trained per>onnel to monitor the s.1fe storagl' of mun1llons and '" a 
training centre for engineering officers and am1ourcrs In Uw vuriou. 33 
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aspects of explosive control and maintenance. In more recent yeil!s, the 
unit supplied munitions to the Allied forces during the Gulf crisis 
providing, ,1mongst other things, 200 laser gu•dance systems. 

In April 1993. history repeated itself with the opening of BOb'<~" Gate 
as Detachment 'A' of 1 Cenlr.J I Ammunition Depol Durmg 1993, the unit 
workl>d long and hard rcmovmg excess ordnance from l(jng'Swood 
(Orcha rd Hills) to Bogan Gate, for long· tcm1 storage. 

I Central Ammunition Depot, Orchard Hills, continues le> train 
scnriccml.:!n in e.J~.plosiv~ maintc.nanr~ and !tloragc, and to provide the 
main stornge arell (or warhme munit-ions m Austraha. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
I April 19·12 
29 March 19~3 
~ August 19~3 
13 April 19-15 
20 December 19~5 
3 October 1949 
28 September 1951 
13 Dl.occmber 1954 
28 january 1958 
15 january 1960 
21 january 1962 
22 September 1966 
3 M•y 1967 
1•1 January 1970 
~ February 1974 
16 january 1976 
27 September 1977 
17 Aprill980 
5 January 1'.182 
5 January 1984 
6 March !986 
21 June 1988 
29 August 1988 
10 February 1992 

-Squadron Leader G.S. Anderson 
-Flight Lieutenant j.F. Hynds 
-Squadron Leader J W Munrn 
- Flight Lieutenant A.L. Brow11lee 
-Squadron Leader j.F. Hynd• 
-Squadron Leader J>.B. jelbarl 
-Squadron Leader F.J. Moran 
-Squ.ldron Leader j.G. Town-end 
-Wing Commander A.M. Stewart 
- Wing Commander N.J>. Engel 
-Wing Commander R.J. Hunt 
-Squadron Leader C.J>. Northey 
-Wing Commander K. Thcrkclscn 
- Wing Comm•mder KA. Green! r~>e 
-Wing Commander j.A. Turton 
-Wing Commander B.j. Murphy 
-Wmg CommandN R.A. Wakeford 
-Wing Commander N. Alcxand~r 
- Wmg Comm.mdcr N.j. Rus:;o.'ll 
- Wing Commander R.j. Sonsie 
-Wing Commander L.j. Armstrong 
-Squadron Leader W.j. Lewis 
-WU1g Commander E. E. Moore 
-Wing Commander R.L McD<>nald 



2 CENT RAL RESERVE 

19 January 1942 
30 September 19-14 
16 April1946 

30 June 1961 

Cit RONOLOGY 
-formed at Albury, NSW 
-unot dosbanded 
-p<>'>t-war reformation at Bacchus Marsh, 

Vic. 

-unot dosbanded 

NARRATIVE 
The unit was formed on 19 January 19.Uat i\lbuf)·, New South Wales. The 
first eoght members of the ad\'.Ulre pill'ly for the new unit had left 
Melbourne at 0900 hours on 7 J.muary 1942, led by Aymg Officer 
L MaUen. Amving 111 Albury at 2115 hours th.-.t eve0111g they spent the 
night at Ryan's Hotel in the city. The ne~t mommg they were joined by a 
waffilnt officer and ~~~ .-.ormen who had amwd from other areas on 
posting. The advance pMty then moved to the unot's s1te where 
arrangements were made for power and telephone conneci.Jons. At the 
time the buildmgs were still under co~truction and on IS January 1942 a 
delegation from Headquarters .urived to inspect progress. The original 
manning establishment was 41 perM>nncl, mcre.lSed to 70 in October 1942. 

TI1e first explosives stocks arrivlod on 24 January 1942 from I 
Ammunition Depot, L.wcrton. Although expected tu arrive at 0720 hou~ 
on that day, the tra i11 did not arrove a t Wodonga llnlll 1000 hours. Further 
consignments of explosives were received ex-1 Ammunition Depot on 
28 and 29 January and 3 February. More stores arrivlod from the Army 
Central Ammunition Depot (which was also >iluated in the area). 

By 9 March 1942, all buildings in the Safe and O.lngcr •redS had been 
completed, with the cxreption of Ouolding Number I (laboratory). An 
interesting event oecui'TNI on 2 July 1942 when a Ocaufor1 aircraft nown 
by Flight Lieutenant Ryan landed al the Albury aerodrome due to bad 
weather and mechanical trouble Fhght Lieutenant Ryan requested 
assostance from 2 Central Reserv(! as th(! only RAAF unot in the area, and 
several of the unll fillers/ drl\'cr motor transpon successfully carr1ed out 
repairs to the aircraft allowmg th(! Ocaufor1 to Oy out on 8 July 1942 for 
Lavenon 11us may have been th(! only tun" that a Central Reser\'e 
carried out aorcraft m;unteno\oce. 35 



36 

Although nearly all buildtngs were completed by mid-1942, 
accommodation remained scarce. Most persollnel were billeted in hub, 
although the guards were lll tents. To provide much needed living 
quarters. four portable huts were received on 4 &lptcmber 1942 for 
guards sleeping quarters. Approval to construct additional e>plosives 
>torehouses and domestic support buildings (boiler house etc.) was 
given. Officer and sergeants' messes accommodation was also altered m 
conjunction with the increase in unit st rength from 41 to 70. 

2 Central Reserve was di!.banded on 30 September 1944. There was 
apparently little wammg as tl1e last hostory shet<l ending August 1944 
makes no mention of impending disbandment. 4 Maintenance Group 
Headquarters history records thai 7 Replenh.hing Centre, 8 Replenishing 
Centre and 2 Cent ral Reserve were all notified on 14 july 19-14 to cease 
functioning from 31 july with the view of disbandment However, 11 was 
noted that due to lhc large quantity of explosives ;.tocks held at 2 Central 
Reserve. the uno! ';hould perhap> be transferred to 5 ~laintcnance Group 
Headquarters [rather than dosband j' 

In fact, 2 Centro! Reserve was absorbed into 1 C~ntral Reserve as 5 
Sub-Depot in mid-September 1944. I Central Reserve managed the site 
until 2 Central Reserve rdormed and move'<! back to Albury 

2 Cen tral Reserve was reformed on !6 April 1946 at llacchus Marsh, 
Victoria, by takiJ'g over I R~plcnishing Cl!lltre lucated thcr(•. 2 Central 
Reserve's headquarters then moved back to Albury on 23 April 19·16 Md 
look over the uno! from the I Central Reserve detachment. 

On 1 June L95lthc site was himded over to I Stores Depot. who used 
the building~ for storage. 

During 1951, pl«nning commenct!d for the introduction of Natoonal 
Service tramt'CS at 2 Central Reserve. Apart from r<>quonng mcreased 
accommodation, the introduction of the planned 26 NMional Service 
trainees, two instructors and six staff mor~ thiln doubled the unll's 
strength (at that time being only 20). After completing all ,lfrangcmcnl!>, 
the flrst 13 National Servoce tramccs (to form the- 1st Flight) arrivl'<l on 
30 July 1951. Following medical, kittmg etc., these National Service 
trainees commenct-d their Air Force tmining on 21 Augu>l 1951. A second 
Oight of 11 National Scrvire traint>es amved on 10 O..'Cem~r 1951. 

The forst night of National Service trainees left 2 Central Reserve on 
17 January 1952 for L.wcrton, whert.> they took part in the combined 
graduation pamdc on 18 January. On 21 january, these fir>t trainees 
completed their training and were transferred to tht.> RAAF Reserve. 



The uml formed a detachment at Snake Creek. Northern Territory, 
during 1953. 2 Central Reserve took over the former 6 Central Reserve 
site at Nok.'\nntng. Western Australia, (rom ~ Squadron Pearce on 16 
October 1954 as Detachment 'A', 2 CentraJ R~rve. 

Trauung of police dogs was mtroduced to 2 Central RI'S('rve during 
1955. 2 Central Rescr\'e had basketball, water polo, cnckct and football 
teams that took part m local compebhons. In ~ddohon, they also 
competed an varoous sports agamst both local .1nd Anny unats. 

2 Central RI'S('rvc was officially disba.ndL'<i at madnoght JO june 1961. 
Mr john Vernon Williamson was appointed d~ n:sident caretaker (rom 3 
July 1961 to assume responsibility (or the property pending dispos.1l. 

COMMAND ING OFFICERS 
19 january 1942 
3 March 1942 
5 january 19-14 
18 August 19-14 
22 August 1946 
16 December 1946 
25 August 1947 
2 November 195 I 
8 October 1954 
29 April 1958 

-Flight Lieutenant Anderson 
-Flying Officer L Mallen 
-Flight Lieutenant J.W. Munro 
-Flight Lieutenant J V Humphreys 
-Flying Officer A.J. Byrne 
-Squadron leader LA Collcman 
-Flight Lieutenant A.j. Byrne 
-Flight Lieutenant T.C. Wood 
-Squadron leader R. Dutton 
-Squadron Leader R.A.j. Whole 
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3 CENTRAL RESERVE 

18 August 1943 
15 Augu:.t 1944 

1 March 1948 
26 November 1954 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Kowguran, Q1d 
-umt disbandl'd, bl'comi.ng a detachment of 

2 Central Reserve 
- reformed at Helidon, Qld 
- umt disbande-d 

N ARRATIVE 
Approval to construct an Area Explosi\•es RL~r,•e a t Kuwguran. ncar 
Mile:. in Queensldnd wa" giwn in Septcmbi!r 1942:. Thi> umt wa" to have 
an c.,tablishmcnt of three officers, four sergeants and above and bl 
corporals and below. The ~'Stim•ted cost of con.,tructing lh<' buildings 
and facilities was £39 590 (S79 180). 

3 Centra l Rl•scrvc was subsequently fomted at Kowguran on 18 Augu>t 
1943 to EstablishmeJtt Table M.l32 as advi.S<.ld bv RAAF Hcodquartcrs 
signal 0/76 or 29 July 1943. Titc first Commanding Officer was Flight 
Lieut~nant A.L Brownlee. 

Thl! urut had more than the usual difficulties in establishing itself due 
to thl' remotencoss and low priority for works . Rations were to b<: 
obtained locally from the tuwn of Miles, and an l'rttillemcnt of 3/­
(30 cents) per day per member was allowed to pu rchasc food locally. ThiS 
was organised on 19 August. Word w.~>o rL>ceived by Ute unit on 
3 Septcmbi!r 1943 that a new telephone line was to 1M! strung from Milcs 
to prtlv1de commumcations With the outs1d<• world. lltrt>e d~yh later on 
6 September the f1rst furniture a.mvcd, aiUtout;h UtJS only cons1sted of 
chali'S and a few tables. 

On 29 Septcmb;!r the wtit's power >upply was completed and the 
light~ were turned on for the fin.t time that night. 

The first stocks of cxpi<>S1vcs amved at tine ra1lway s1dmg <m 
J October 19-13 and were off-loaded ill\d placed into the store-s buildings 
immediately. 

With the onset of summer, Ute inadcquae<es of the flat roofed type of 
buildings rap1dly became apparent. The Commanding Officer's report 
for November 1943 reported temperatures of ' 110"P indoors and 106"F 
(43"C and 41"C rcspectively) in Ute shade!' n,., officers' and sergc.mL<' 



messes wl're registenng lhe highest temperatures, apparently owmg to 
their locaholls. The problem continued, allhough dunng january 1944 
some steps were taken to reduce temperatures by linmg lhe worst 
affected buildtngs. 

Dunng May 1944, lhe local Volunteer Defence Corps offcn.-d to train 
urut personnel m Jungle warfare. Tlus offer was acrepted, as allhough 
3 Central Reserve was a static urut, olher RAAF umts were 'gomg m' to 
action with the Am1y (and in some instances-before) to lhc north. This 
training only entailed a few hours each week, so no disn1phon to nom\al 
routine was involved. 

The unit enjoyed U1e support and hospitality of the loca l town~pcoplc 
and formers in th~ area. TI1e owner of till' adjaccllt property 
'Cululmundi', Mr S. Ncwbery, offered the untt members the use of the 
tcm1is courts on his property. The courts were generally in good 
condition, but requ1red rolling. so the untt members manufactur~-d their 
own roller, completing 11 on 27 june 1944. Previously (on 13 March 1944), 
two 'sem1·W1ld' p1gs were donated to the untt for fattcnmg. and lhese 
Wl're followed by a number of turkeys. 

5 MaintcnanC\' Croup Hl'adquarters Opera hom. Order No. 3/44, 
dated 3 Aub'U~t 1944, was recei\'ed mstructmg 3 Central Re5erve to 
disband on 15 August. It was originally pro~ to attach mcmben; of 
3 Central Reserve to 2 Replenishing Centre to a;.sist on lhl' handling of 
stoct..s. 1-Jowcvcr, 2 Replenishing Centrl' advised on 31 july lhat lhcy 
wcrl' not required. 

During the £irst part of August most stocks were S\'nt to 1-Jelidon, 
a llowing the unit to be disbanded at Kowguran on 15 August 1944. The 
site, wilh remaining explosives stocks, lhcn became ,, detachment of 
2 Central Reserve. With the subsequent disbandment of 2 Central Reserve 
in mid-September 1944, lhe Kowgu.ran detachment was aln.orbcd 11110 
1 Central Reserv(' on 4 September 1944 as 6 Sub-Depot 

3 Central Reserve was reformed again on I March 1948 by takmg over 
2 Rcplemshmg C('ntre at Helidon shortly ,1ftcr 11 re-loc.lted b.lck lhere 
from Darra At lhe hme of takeover a small detachment was sliU at Dana, 
however tllli. was closed down on 30 April 19~8 and all remaining 
personnel lra~fcrred to Helidon. 

Three 500-lb MC bombs stored 111 the open on lhe Danger area 
exploded on 22 October 1948. This was caused by h1gh w111ds blow111g a 
spark from outside the Danger area into grass where the bombs were 
lying. Following this mishap, arrangements began on 24 january 1949 to 39 
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transfer all 500-lb MC bombs to Kowguran mto permanent underground 
storage. Two 12-ton railway wagons were supplied by thl' R<tilways 
Department each week until all of the bombs were moved. Transfer 
began on 14 March 1949 and movement o f all bombs to Kowguran was 
complelt>d one month la ter on 14 April. 

The Commanding Officer «nd Flying Offlcer J.W. Keene left Helidon 
on 4 july 1953 for Charters Towers where they formed 3 Central Reserve 
Detachmen t 'B' on 9 July as part of Operation 'Detour'. Flying Officer 
Keene remained at Charters Towers as Officer in Command of the 
detachment unhl the operation was completed on 24 April 1954, when 
Detachment 'B' was disbanded and all personnel rctuml'd to Hclidon. 
Next, 3 Central Reserve Detachment 'D' was formed at Snake Creek, 
Northern Territory, on 2 june 1954, again a> part of Operation 'Detour'. 

3 Centra l Reserve rt'Ce>ved advice regarding the impendmg 
disbandment of the ut\11 on l October 1954. On 8 October. 3 Central 
Reserve became 7 Stores Depot Detachment 'A', Kowguran became 
7 Stores Depot Detachment ' B', while 3 Central Reserve Detachment 'D' 
«t Sn«ke Creek in the Northern Territory was handed over to 2 Central 
Reserve to complete the project. (It was then rl'-named 2 Centra l Reserve 
Detachment 'A' Nokanning, Western Australia.) 

3 Central Reserve was officmlly disbanded on 26 November 1954. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
18 August 1943 
9 October 19~3 

1 March 1948 

-Flight Lieutenant A.L Brownlee 
-Flight Lieu tenant E. H. Goodger 
- Flight Lieutenant R. Dutton 



4 CENTRAL RESERVE 

1 September 1944 

15 October 1944 

10 April1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Milne Bay, Papua New Guinea 

-advance party moved to Alexishafen 
-unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
4 Central Reserve was formed at Milne Bay on I September 1944. The 
unit was to be re-located to Alexishafen, and in preparation for the move 
aJJ buildings that could be spared were pulled down ready for 
transporting. 

The camp site at Alexishafen was at 'Mililat' Plantation. The advance 
party of two officers and 37 men left Milne Bay on 15 October 1944. After 
their arrival at Madang the lack of motor transport hampered their 
operations and setting up. Also, at that time the camp was still occupied 
by the headquarters of the 5th Division. 

Loading of 17 barges to convey the men and equipment to 
Alexishafen commenced on 27 November and the convoy left on 30 
November carrying 220 Ions of general equipment, including 22 vehicles. 
The barges arrived at Alexishafen on 6 December 1944, where they 
beached opposite 4 Central Reserve's camp site, thus making unloading 
easier, as all stock and equipment had to be transported only 200 metres. 

With the impending n1ove of the Army from Alexishafen it became 
imperative that the unit provide its own water supply. An experimental 
well yielded good water on 12 December, and by IS December the well 
was delivering 1800 litres per hour, ample for the ainnen's and sergeants' 
showers, kitchens and ablutions. 

The sergeants' mess was constructed at the water's edge using the 
prefabrica ted huts brought fTom Milne Bay. On 30 December 1944 the 
whole camp was left in the control of 4 Central Reserve and the planter's 
house became their officers' mess and quarters. Later on, a tank stand 
was constructed with a pump drawing water for the mess from a well 
dug pre-war by the plantation owner. 

During this period the Alexishafcn unit was non-operationaL 
However, the detachment at Tadji {formed when the main party left 41 
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Milne Bay) supported the attacks against the Japanese by squadrons 
opcrahng from U1c austnp. 

One aspect of operations by explosives unil!o not gt!nerally known 
today is that captured Japanl>se bombs and fuses were recovered, 
modified and then 'returned' back to U1c Japanese by Beaufort a11craft. 
4 C~ntral Reserve opcr<~lt'd .1 Bomb Recovery Squad whlch tourtod all 
captured areas, such as But, Cap<? Dom and Wewak, locating. making 
safe and transporting captured bombs to Tadji and Alex•shafcn. During 
May 1945, ~OITIC 1850 (\I~~ and over 2000 bombs had been rL><:overcd. 

The unit's explosives officers made two valuable contributions to the 
war <!!fort. First, the fusing of 2(.).1b frag bombs was modified by taking 
off the tail fuse and scre1ving the frag inlo 250·lb incendiary bombs. Thi!. 
caused a much greater scattermg of the mcendiary pellets and was used 
very successfully by 6 and 100 Squadrons. Secondly, rcconnaissancf.' 
Oarel> were filled with alummium powder takM from sea markers. These 
were timed to burst at a regulated heigh I m the vicinity of Japanese radar 
s tallons, where they filled the alt with fmc alummium powder, thus 
mtcrfcring with the radar signals. They were used effectively during 
severa l landing assau lt•. 

During April 1945, a bulldoL~r w.1s provided to dear roads in the 
area, but thi• was withdrawn before much work W<J5 complct<.'<l. 
Fortunately, the unit's own grader amved from Milne Bay shortly 
afterwards and took over road making. Some bush timber was sawn 
during the month, allowing tbe completion of further bMracks nnd 
e~plosJves buildings over the next few months. 

4 Central Rcscn•c's l•rst cxplostves stocks lor the main Alexishafen 
unil .~trivt'll aboard U1e ship SS Sur'll on 5 May 1945. On 22 june U1e first 
•hipment of prefabric.1ted ~ron huts for cxplosivt., storage arrived, 
cnabhng the temporary 'bush huts' to be replaced. O ne wrek later, 
567 50-kg and 74 IOO·kg japan<c'Sl' bombs were dchvercd to Tadjl lor 
'return' back to the japant>SC. 

At the end of th.:? War, the umt strength was Jhre<> officers, two 
warrant omcers. two Oight sergeants, s ix sergeants and 89 aimiM, 
total 102. 

During August 1945, the plantatiOn resumed operations agam, 
producing copra at U1e rate of 30 tons a month. With the plantation 
operating commerciaUy. the future of 4 Central Rl!l>erve at the site was 
.n doubt. 



Even though the War had finished, work continued for the unit. On 
25 AuguM the RAAF':. own shtp Wa11aka arrived at Madnng carrying 
explosives stod.s for the urut. later, on 17 September, a non· 
rommi<-.,onl'<i offtccr and four airmen left on attachment to 40 
Operahonal B.1sc Unit at lae to carry out explostvcs mspechon dulles. 

Tune wa;, also avatlable for more sport and recreation, and personnel 
from 4 Central RC5Crve actively parttctpated m U1e local cncket 
competittons. Over the next few months, matchl'!. were played against 
the Northern Comm.1nd Workshops, ANGAU, Northern Command and 
local Navy umts, as well as mter-scction unit games. 

A l the end of 1915, a decision was made to move 4 Central Reserve 
from i\lcxishafen to lac. TI1e transfer began on 23 O..ocember 1945. 
Loading of 110 tons aboard 06-15 was completed on 24 December, and 
the ship sailed on 4 January 1946. The Commanding Officer left by air for 
lae on 2 january to select a suitable camp site in preparation for the 
move of the umt to lae. 

Tragedy struck on 9 January 1946, when Leadtng i\ucrafbnan Frank 
j. Dumont was kil.led when a box of 10 detonatol"' exploded. Five others 
were injured. 

Drownmg of unscrvtccable ammunthon began on 18 February and, to 
assist 10 thiS task, 20 airmen were obtained from 42 Operational Base 
Unit. All five- and eaght·sccond delay detonators wet\' destroyed on 
16 March, all parafragmentation bombs on the 22nd, followed by aU 
semi·am1our piercing Mark lll 250-lb and 500-lb bombs on 29 Mnrch. 

4 Central Reserve was never to move to L.1e, being disbanded on 
10 April 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
6 O..>ccmber 1944 
I June 1945 
November 1945 

-Flight lieutenant T.S. Duff 
-Flight Lieutenant C.G. Cooke 
-Flight lieutenant A.A GilliS 
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5 CENTRAL RE SERVE 

C HRONOLOGY 
10 October 1944 -formed at Franci;. Bay, NT 
14 December 1945 -unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
5 Central Rl>serVe wa~ forn1ed ,1t Francis Bay, Darwin, in October 1944. 

The first Commanding Officer was Squadron Leader J.F. Hynds; later 
two offJccrs. Pilot Officer E.C. Stephenson and Flight Lieutenant 
F McFarlane. were postl>d m on 20 and 27 October respechvely. 

During that first month, approximately 600 tons of explosive. were 
rece1ved. To store these stocks, 56 bomb dumps were cleared of timber 
and scn1b, nnd heavy bush timber laid in position lh dunnage. 

In early November 1944 a further 2000 tons of various explosives 
stores were received from southern uruts and the USA Rl'S<'rve, Darwm, 
to build up the unit's stocks. Ten explosivt>S buildings were Nectcd, 
using bush tinlber (that is, cut·down saplinllS), during November and by 
tJw end of that month a further 26 bomb dumps had been cleared and 
another four cxpl0s1ves storehouse buildings erected. 

Mr Frith, Chief Engineer of the Allied Works Council, viSited the unlt 
on 28 November 1944 in connection with the construction of the roads m 
the Explosives Area. He stated that the explo,ives reserve was 
particularly well drained. and he considered 11 to be one of the best sites 
in the vicinity of Darwin. 

In December 1944 construction of a Receipts ,md Sorting Platform 
began. ThLS was 30 metres long by 6.7 metres wide and was made from 
bush hmber. galvaniS<.>d uon and 500 old drums covered w1th sand and 
gravel. 1l1is was completed durmg January 1945. 

One of the problems in the Northern Territory was the voracious 
tcrmill!, and an inspection was carried out on I January 1945 of all 
buildmgs tn preparation for the 'extermination of wh•t<' ants'. Another 
dtfflculty tn the region was the lugh grass gTowth and work commenced 
on 21 February 194510 clea r the long grass from around all buildings and 
s tore!>. Grass clearmg continued through to April, when controlled 
bumu\g orr was carried out. 

Also during January the 5 Replenishing Centre Detachment 'A' 
44 Chemical Warfare S...Ction, located at the '88 Mile', was handed over to 



5 Central Reserve, being designated 5 Central Reserve Detaclunent 'A'. 
An inspection was camed out on 5 February to re-locate the detachment 
from its location. An area was eventually .ctlled on at the '14 Mile Site', 
with the final takeover arrangements completed on 7 May 1945. 

When 5 RepleniShang Centre moved to Morotaa Island, the whole of 
thai unit's stock was tr.msferred by rood from Batchelor to 5 Central 
Reserve. This task look 12 days to completL'. 

On 12 June 1945, following the mO\'emcnt of all 82 Wang uruts from 
Fenton overseas, arrangements were made to take over all of 18 
Replenishing Centre·~ stocks. 0\er 900 tons were transferred, with the 
last stocks moved m August 

During August, 5 Central Reserve took over the previous United 
States Mines Magazine at the '5 Male' AU RAAF mines stored at Francis 
Bay {some 1372 tons) were then transferred mto thiS semi-underground 
magazine. At the end of the War, the unat·~ strength was lour officers and 
117 airmen. 

A Flight Lieutenant Tyler from 5 Davasaon,ll Works ()(face visited the 
unit on 31 August 1945 to da:.cuo;s the t,lkmg over of the Francis Bay 
property for permanent poot·war use. Francas Bay was used by the RAAF 
up to 1992, only being cl05cd when a nt>w explosives facility was opened 
up within the RAAF ,,lrfield boundaries. 

During September 1945, 5 Central Reserve took over the duties and 
responsibilities of 9 RepleniShing Centre. On taking over, 9 Replenishing 
Centre's explosives and fuel areas were found to be very untidy and 
dangerous. In fact, the Commanding Oflicer'b report states that 'the fuel 
area had no lire lighting appliances of ony dt>scrlplion'. Considerable 
effort was required to corn.'Ct the situation <md a bulldozer had to be 
borrowed to clear rubbish .1nd undergrowth and make firebreaks. 

Advice wos received during November 1945 that all chemical warfare 
stocks were to be destroyed, and a specially traint-d team under the 
command of Squadron Leader jcflcrs was to carry out this work. 

On 5 December 19-15 North-Western Area darected that 5 Central 
Reserve was to be diSbanded by bemg absorlx-d mlo 9 Stores Depot as 
that depot's explooives sechon. Thas was completed on 14 December 
1945, when 5 Central Reserve wa~ formally diSbanded. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
10 October 1944 -Squadron Leader J F. Hynds 45 
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6 CENTRAL RESERVE 

7 March 1944 
16 March 1944 
31 January 1945 
12 August 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed ,,t Subiaco, WA 
-advance party to Nokanning, WA 
-commenced operation" at Muresk, WA 
- un1l disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
Authority to construct 6 Centr.ol Reserve at Nokanning was given in June 
1942 The sto~ were to be 'of »em1-underground concrete type, proof 
agaU1St bomb bla$t, sphnters, and front gun attack' 6 Central Rt>servc 
was fonncd in nucleus at 5 Embarkation ~pot, Subwco (Perth) 011 

7 M.u-ch 1944. Flying Offic:t1r T.S. Duff IVaJ> posted to command. 
The advance party left 5 Embarkat1on ~pot for Nok.1nnmg on 

16 March 1944 and by 27 March the unit was considered to be 
operational. Initial stocks were tr,msfcrrcd from 6 Replcnbhing Centre. 
•ISO tons of explosives 'locks arrived at the Nok.-lnning rail siding on 
4 May •tnd to .ossist on the unlondmg and transfer into the unot's 
storehouses. four trucks and drivers were borrowed from 4 Transport 
and Movem11nts Office. Unlt•ading WJ< completed on 7 May, Jlthough it 
was hampered by heavy ram makmg road> on the Danger area almost 
1mpassable. More stocks were received from I Central Reserve on 4 June, 
and unlo.1ding was completed on 9 ]1mc. 

The first issue was -1410 4· lb bomb> leaving by rail for Come. On 
5July 19-14, 30 SOO.Ib bombs. complete w1th b.1ses, tails and fuses were 
ISSued to 25 Squadron. 

A rather disturbmg incident occurred (lll the morning of 3 September 
19-14 when the cook, Corporal Gorring~. d1scov~rt>d a live hand grenade 
placed m the furnace under a copper on the airmen's mess kitchen. 
Whether the pon had been removed or the grenade intend,-.:! t<l be set off 
by the fire, is not known. On 21 September two scn•kc police members 
I!SCorted a member or the UJ1it from Perth to .u..bt U1 onve,togation• into 
the 'ilttcmpted sabotage'. On 13 October 19-14 the person respons1blc was 
Jdenhficd rmd Wo1S escorted back lO the unit for further uWeshgatiOotS. 

A recommendation was made in September 1944 thai 6 Centra l 
Reserve cou ld be downgraded to.-. d~tachmcnt of either 6 Rcplenish•ns 



Centre or 10 Stores Depot. In fact, the Commanding Officer was advised 
at the Novembt>r 1944 Commanding Olricers Conference that the 
opposate was to happen. 

Dunng January 1945, the unat was ad\'lsed by He.1dquart~r.. Western 
Are.1 that at "''" to re-locate to Muresk and take o' cr 6 Rcplenishang 
Centrl'. On 31 January, 6 Central R,,.,,,., . ., comml·n~l'<l Op<'r.ltaons at 
Muresk. A small detachment lch behand at Nok.1nnan~ b<.-came part of 
10 Stores Depot. 

On 27 June fCj.j5 l'hght Sergeant Ha.-•cy. an <omp.lny wath ,, RAAF 
padre. landed hi!. Tager Moth and bl'C,lmC boggL'<l on Northam 
l~acecour~. llarvcy "'"'accommodated ovl•rnight an lhL' ~rgcilnts' mess 
belor<" returning to hi' unatand guards were postl'd OVL'r Uw aarcralt to 
ensure i t~ '><'Curity. 

On 6July t<l45, two mcmbt>rs strayed from the '<otr.llght and narrow' 
whatst in Northam, taking possession of .m Aml)' truck without 
permi!.Mon and cra~hang at into a ca,ili.an ,·ehack•, mtunng four Ca\alians. 

The months following the end of the W,lr \H'rc rout me. Dunng May 
1946, per.onncl were engaged 111 transfernng expto,aves from Not..anning 
to Woodman\ Poant for dumping at sea Thas "'"' followed an June by 
movang cxpl~aves from Muresk to Woodmans Pmnt 

On 12 Augu~l 19-16, anstructions were reccaved th.llf> Ccntr~l Reserve 
was to be d"bandcd by ancorporatmg it into 10 Store< O.•ptlL 

Nokannang continued to be used by the RAAf In ''""' c\plosaves 
unti l the early 1960s. first as a detachment of 10 St<m.,. CA>pot, then a 
detachment of Ba'L• Squadron Pearce, bt'COmh1g a dL•tachmcn t of 
2 Cen tra l ncwrw, Albury, on 16 October 195-1 bcfor,• rl'V~rling to a B,l'l' 
Squadron P~Jrcc det.lchment on 17 November 1'.155. The Ianni clo~urc of 
the site i; not known, although a report to Hc.ldquMteT!> Support 
Command on 26 Apnl 1960 mentioned that tlw '[Ba.e Squadron) 
Oetachmcni[A) was to be reduced to a caretaker ba'i' an thi! near future'. 

COMMANDING OFFICFRS 
7 March 19-14 
10 Scptl'mber 1q44 
22 December 19-14 
31Jilnuary 1945 
12 July 1945 

- Flyang Officer T S Duff 
-Fhght Lieutenant E.H Cood~cr 
-Aying Officer LO.J Eynon 
- Fhght Lieutenant R.B Brown 
- Flying Ofliccr H Cooper 
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1 REPLENISHING CE NTRE 

8 June 1942 
15 April 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-lormro at Bacchus Marsh, Vic. 

-unit disbandro 

NARRAT IVE 
Replenish.ng Centre bc<:amc a separate unit from 1 Aircraft Depot, 

Laverton, on 8 June 1942. Its mL<sion was to replenish units of Southern 
Command with bombs, pyrotechnics and ammumtion. 1l1e umt, locatro 
5.5 kilometres from Bacchus Marsh, consistro of two officers and 
29 airmen and occupied 21 buildings. 

On 1 Febnrary 1943 an Avro Anson, on a mght tra.ning night from the 
General Reconnaissanc<' School at Cressy, crash-landed in a nearby 
paddock and the crew were ,,ccommodatro in the variow. messes at the 
unit. On 26 March the unit accommodatlod members inveshgat.ng the 
crash of a 79 Squadron Spitfire 19 kilometres south·w<'St of Bacchus 
Marsh. 

Dunng Aprd 19~4. members ol the w1it commencro the unusual task 
of rendering capturro Japan<'Se ordnance sale. 11tis task continued 
through May, and although not recorded, it is believed that the 
explosives were used for comparison and expenmentation. Additional 
workload was placed on the unit when 7 and 8 Replcmshing Centres 
dosed during the s~-cond hall of 1944, and the stock from U1ese wtits 
transferred to I Replenishing Centre. 

Life at Bacchus Marsh could be hmsh, even lf lhe diet of th<' troops 
was augmented by mushrooms, which grew m abundance in the 
surrounding paddocks, and the rabbits from the same source. In the latter 
half of 1944, there were severe water 1\eslrictions, with water having to be 
transported from the standp1pe at Bacchus Marsh Restnctions remained 
in force until January 1945, when the unit was drenched by 40mm of rain 
tn an hour. Th1s caused damage to the gravel roads and seepage .nto 
some of the explosives storehouses. 

liowever, drought conditions returned in March. Water from Pykes 
Creek was stopped due to a blockage in the supply mains, and the Army 
camp at nearby Darley was forced to transport water from Melbourne. 
1 Central Reserve sw\k a new well to provide water to supplement the 



umt'h water supply and, although hard, the water was satisfactory for 
wash mg. 

At the end of the War, the unit compnsed one offccer and 16 other 
ranks, and. although the ISSU<' of explosJ\·es doxrN~. rccccpts cnto the 
urut tncrea3Cd due to the disbandment of other unc~. On 27 \.i~rch 1946, 
advice was rcccl\'~-d that the umt was to cea"<' to funchon. I ReplenlShtng 
Centre was disbanded on 15 Apnl 19-16 and b<.>came 2 Ct'nlral Rescr\'e 
detachment. 2 Central Reserve was reformed at B.lcchus M,lrsh before 
moving back to Albury, New South Wall'S. 

COMMAND ING OFFICERS 
8 July 1942 -Plying Officer C. Colhcc.Mt 
21 August 1945 -Flying Officer T.G. Wood 
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2 REP LENIS HI NG CENTRE 

15 April 19-12 
8 November 19·15 
2 April1947 
I March 1948 

CHRONOLOGY 
- raist>d at Helidon, Qld 
-moved to Darra, Qld 
-moved back to Helidon 
-unat da~banded 

NARRATIVE 
2. Replenishing Centre was r.lised on 15 April 1942 at Helidon, 
QuL'{!nsland, under the admanistration of Station lleadquartcrs 
Archerlicld. The first convoy of e.xplosives stores arrived on 5 June 1942, 
whach was followed by another 26 truck loads during the followang day. 

Accommodation wa~ an •hort supply, with the men having to sleep in 
bomb •toreho~ number 23. It was not until 14 July 1942 that two 
aarmcn's sleepang quarters. one oHacers' and sergeants' sleeping hut. 
me5S<.'S and,, rc'Crcation hall wcr~ ready for OL~upation. On 30 June 1943, 
thr~ :.emJ·underground storehou.c• .md a new guard house were 
completed, and by 13 October 1943 the strength of the unit had nsen to 
82, which included additional personnel to man specanl detacllmcnts at 
the US Naval Mines Depot at Mount Coot-tha. 

2 Replenishang Centre remaine-d bu.y. In preparation for the 
fonnataon of 10 Central Reserve, the wut took delivery of 975 50()-lb 
bombs, 325 250-lb bombs and 2 508 000 rounds of .30-inch .1mmunition 
from the US A nny Ordnance Depot at D11rra. TI1is was then issu~<d to 
10 Central Ro:s<!rve from II January 19•14. With the disbandment of 
3 Central Reserve on 3 August 1944, personnel and stock from that unit 
were tmnsferrcd to Helidon, where the personnel waitL>d posting to other 
units. The transfer involved the handling of over 205 tons of stores. 

Problems '"''ere (need with road ucc<."SS into lh\1! unat; lh~ road ~urracc 
deteriorated to such an cxtl'llt that the unat was comp('lled to undertake 
the m.,mtenance from it.> own resources, an order to pn.>vent the breakage 
of motor vehicle springs. Another problem was related to beds­
instructions had been received in October 19~4 that 60 iron beds " 'ere to 
be transferred to 6 A~rcruft Depot at Oakey. even though they were sbll 
an use. The men of 2 Replcn.shmg Centre fashioned bL<ds from old 
aircraft cases to replace the iron beds. 



During Scplember l'l44, slocks ol bombs lrom the UnJted Kingdom 
were slorcd .n >pcclally erected galvan!Sed 1ron sheds. 

During 13 No,·ember 1944 a grass fire broke out on a nc1ghbour.ng 
properly, and member. ol the unit were senl lo .1!>"'1 tn cc.>ntrolhng 11 
More (tr,>s broke out 1w~t day. One was brought under control clo:.e to 
the untl, ma.nly because accumulated undergrowth h.1d bt.'<'n remo\•ed 
by a controlk<d bum-orr during the previous month On the 17th. as a 
resull or a wind chang<?, lire lhreat<?ned the nor1hcrn pMI ol thl' un.t and 
adjacenl ctvtli<>n property. TI1is threat W•\S overcome by th~ combmed 
ellorts or tht:> ~lall or 2 Replen ishing Ccnlre and tho: c1vtUo.n prop<?rty 
owners. 

Having >urvlv~:d trial by lire, the un11 fac<'ll s torm and l<•mpcsl when, 
on 30 November, storms caused floodm~ or low level ar~.IS or Ulc UJ\11 
and washed aw,\y a ><.'Ciion of the security fl'ncc. On 7 janu.1rv 1945, 
wJnd bleW thl' roo( {l( the transport '-"CltOn o((, lt'l'I.'S W('fc uprOOied and 
the lelephone llllk to Helidon cut lor 36 hour... 

On 18 October ICJ.l5, alter an inspccuon or the US Army Ordnance 
Depot at Darra, 16 lolometres I rom Brisban.,, 11 wa, dcc1dL'CI In take over 
this area The move was completed by 8 November 1'1-l'i. AllhL' stag" lhe 
untt ~trcngth stood at 126--lhe unit had, tn compan...on 10 mo:.l olhcr 
RAAF untls during th1; period. increased 1n strength. Factl1hel> lor lhe 
men wert' not ·" S.l1ubrious as those al Helidon, w11h lh<• nwn living 
initia lly under canv.t> unlil •gloo huls and amcnltie» were prov1ded 

A grass ltrc, wh1ch w<lS nol a danger lo the unil, broke out on 
12 Jrun mry 1946. II WdS a llowed 10 burn il;;~ll oul, bul th~ pr~~' rcporlcd 
!ha t a 'mulliludc ol lire lighlers ba!Ued n bln1.ing mlcrno, wnllc bombs 
and ammunition c~ploded everywhere'. 

By 22 l'cbruary 1946 the strength ol 2 Rcplem>hlng Ccnlre had 
dccrca:.cd to 42 •• 1nd the ac1iv1ties ol the unil were curtalk'l.itn March due 
10 the 1acl. or manpower. 

The only c•ccplion w~• the malnlena.nce or rocket molor.. and lhe 
movtng ol redund.1nt tlcms from Helidon lo Darra befon.• dumpmg them 
al sea. Durmg June, 5000 Ions of explo:.ivc. were R'CCtved from 
disbanded 0\W..Ca< un11;. These had been 'hippt.'CI abo.trd tht• Ri!1'r 

Murnmtbld/1<'<', and placed in lield slorag;, .11 the Kowguran dcl.lchmcnl. 
In November 1946, .50-mch ammumllon, rocket motors and all other 

stock were lrans(erred back 10 Helidon. The buildmg' and lacilittc• o11 
Helidon were progrc.swely upgraded, w1th a ll the RAAF personnel 
moving lo lhc silc by April 1947. 51 
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All unserviceable s tock at Darra and 1-l<!lidon was dasposed of by 
dump.ng at &ea and Lhb task, plu~ the transfer of ~tod. from Darra to 
Helidon, was completed by the end of january 1948. On 24 February 
1948, work commenced on the lay.ng of concrete slabs for 12 pre­
fabricated huts, and 2 Rl'plenbhmg Cent re ceased ttl exist on l March 
1948, bc.ng refom1ed as 3 Central Reserve. 

COMMANDING OFFI CERS 
15 April19-11 
8 March 1943 
20 September 1944 
21 November 1944 
15 March 1 9~ 7 

-Fhght Lieu tenant I>.L. Nase 
-Fiy.ng Officer I-LB. Fn>eman 
-Fiymg Ofliccr I-I.A. Pilgrim 
-Fhght Lieutenant A. H. Burnard 
-Flying Officer R. Du Lton 



3 REPLENI SHING C ENTRE 

17 july 1942 
6 Janu.uy 1943 
24 October t945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-unot raiSed at Townsnll~. Qld 
-completed move to O•artc"' Tllwcr-, Qld 
-urut dlSbanded 

NARRATIVL 
3 Replenishing C~ntrc was formed at Towns viii~ on t7 July 1942. The unot 
headquarters occupied a house at4 Park Lane, llydc Park, Townsville. 

On 23 September 1942 the unit's advance IMrty left for Charters 
Towers to estabhsh theor permanent unot. 1-tow~ver, ot was not unhl 
6 january t943 that the remainder of the umt mnH'<i to Charten. Towers. 

Ounng the fin.t two years the urut's hi.story reporhng was very poor, 
almost the Qnly cntncs bemg the allocatoon m M out of tis vcluclcs. The 
first entry of note, dunng june 1944, referred to a dosW>ed M'tltry bo:.. 
bemg mo\'ed to the hoghest point on the hilly area lll order to unpro\'e 
secunty. Thos enabled a clear new over the whole area Ouring the J>ame 
month ll was reportl'<i th.1t the ''egetable gardens were producong good 
tomatoes and lettuces lor the messes. 

Ouring August t944 orders were received to pr~p.1re for the rl'Cetpt of 
complete otocks from 14 Repleoushing Centre, 29 nnd 34 Operational Base 
Units. New shellers were built and existiltg magazines were 'rt~shulfled' 
so ns to m"k~ the bc&t of storage space. Stocks from tho~· thrl'<' units 
arrived during September. 

Apart from lortnoghtly dances (the unit even rcgul.orly stagt'<i formal 
balls, the fir..t on 30 August 1944). the unit took an nctovc part m sports 
competition~. includmg those with Army units on th~ .lrea. Outing 
November a 'wtmmong pool was opened at the camp. although not 
having the ben('fot of foltrdhon eqwpment, ot requored rclollmg b) the local 
council e\'ery two weeks. Personnel built a shower and sun·house near 
I he pool, using the or own resources. 

Water f<>r the can1p wa;, supplied from the town """"'Ott, whoch was 
pumped from the Burdekm RIVer. Ouring December 1944, Ooodmg of the 
Burdekin meant that water commg out of the taps rel>embled 'wet brown 
mud'. Thl're 1wre insulltcicnt f:tcilities for catching man "'''ter, >O the unot 
had to borrow a water purofying tanker t() purify the water hupply. 53 
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3 Replenishing C~ntre provided transport and messing to the 
nwmbl!rs of th~ Wirelcss/Tran.>miller Station at Charter~ Tow~rs during 
j,lnuary 1945 when that unit was disbanded. Th1s support was also 
extended to members of the Radio lnstall<ltion Maintenance Unit 
detachment who had und~rtal-cn the removal of thv lransmillmg station 
to the vacated W /T Headqu"rlers. 

A• a result of the W /T Station disbandment, 3 Rcplemshing Centre 
took over th(' High Frequency Diwction Find.ng (H/F D/F) Station and 
the Tran~mitting Station. To >upporl thb new role, five w~reless operator 
mechan1cs and four wireless maintenance mechan1cs were posted to the 
unit stwngth. (An added bonus to llus takeover was that ,, lOO·cubic·foot 
electric refrigerator was also taken over. This was moved mto Lhe mess 
after sl1ght struclurol altcrat10ns had been made to fit it in.) 

6 Transport and MowmenLS Office Bomb Transh1pment Depot at 
Cuden was taken over on 21 MMch 1945. TI1e site was Uwn operated as a 
detachment of 3 Replenishing Centre. 

Dunng July 1945 .nformal ad,•JCe was g1vcn by the Director of 
Equipment at RAAF HeadquMters that the unit was to be reduCl<d to a 
detachment for the storage of obsolete cxplosiws, stoc:ks and componenlli. 

At the end of the War, th~ unit ~trength was tw(> oHicers, fiv" 
>ergcants, 14 corporals and 78 a.rmcn. 

A fire broke out down an old nune shaft on 4 September 19·15, but was 
won under control Nevertheless, for the first hour or so after the fire wns 
reported, aJJ airmen worked ,,t a considerable pace to shift several stacks 
of 500·1b bon>bs away in record time. 

Formal advice was wccived on 14 October 1945 th«t the unit w«s to 
disband, effective 20 October 1945. All ;,erviceablc stock was to be 
transported to 13 Aircraft Repair Depot at llrcdd.m. 

However. the diSbandment was dcfcrrl>d pending further adv1ce. 
Although Administration lnstn1chon Number 34 was rtoceivcd on 
22 October, :;etting out the full disbandment procedures and 1nstructioru., 
verbal advice from the senior equipment staff officers was that 
disbandment was not to proceed. This was confirmed by« postagram on 
24 October 1945. Despite Uus, 3 Replenishing Centre disbanded on 
10 November 1945 by being absorbed into 8 Stores Depot as Detachment 
·c. Charters Towers. 

The Cluden detachment had been disbanded on 9 November 1945. All 
rcmammg equipment had been ei ther issued to other units or returned to 
3 Replenishing Centre at Charters Towers. 



COMMANDING OFFICERS 
17 July 1942 
6]uly 1943 
Nov~mbcr 19-13 
7]uly 1945 
10 O.:(:embcr 19~5 

-Squadron leader J E. Ann('ll\ 
-Fiymg Qf(jccr R.B. Brown 
-Flight Lieutenant J T Tea~u<' 
-Flight Lieutenant J V Humphn·y' 
-Flight Lieutenant J.F Pugh 
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4 REPLENISHING CENTRE 

17 August 1942 
8 june 1943 
26 November 1943 
1 September 1944 

CHRONOLOGY 
-established at Port Moresby, New Gwnea 
- moved to Waigam 
- moved to Gili Gili, Mitn" Bay 
- di>bandcd nnd reformed as~ Centml 

R~serve 

NARRATIVE 
-1 Replenishing Centre wa;. formed at St.1tion Headquarter•. l'ort 
Mort>Sby, on 17 Augu>t 19-12. At the time of ib fom1ation, tlw umt 
>trength was two corpora l storekeepers and lour general hands. TI1e first 
officer posted in was Flying Officer J.W. Munro, who arrwed from 6 
Replenishing Co.'!ntrc (Western Australia) via Station Headquarters, Port 
Moresby, on 15 September to take command of the unit. 

At the time the unit was formed, no specific area had been assigned to 
how;c it. Bombs, ammunll ion and associated stores were dispersed at the 
Hanubado cemetery, the golf lmk storehouse area, the Rorona airstnp 
and at the '4 1/, Mile' area, plus vanous other pomts between Port 
Moresby township and the '13 Mile'. On 27 November 1942 the urut was 
dirt!ctcd to remove a ll bombs from the llanubado cemetery and re-locate 
them to the '4 1/2 M1le' area which was then established ''" the main 
dump. 

The unit headquarters re-located Ill a tempMary site at Milne Bay 
(believed tube at Waigani) on 8 june 1943. A new site for the unit at the 
6 Mobile Works Squ.1dron camp site was selected on 22 September 1943. 
However, the unit eventually, on 26 November 1943, rc-IOCllted into a 
camp at Cili Cili pr~viously vacated by 100 Squadron. 

Part of the unit n.>mained at Port Moresby and this became 4 
Rcplerushing Sub-Centre. Another replenashmg sub-centre was formed at 
Goodenough Island on 19 june 1943, followed by one on Kiriwina Island 
on I I Augu~t I 9H. 

The November 19-13 hbtory report commented that work on 
L>stabhshmg the new replenishmg sub-centre at Goodenough Island 'was 
~oing along satisfactory'. Ro.1ds were laid down in the Danger area, the 
mess (Onor) had b~ocn ccm~nted and the camp made comfortable. 



However, condahoru. were ~till very bad At Kiriwina, wmc friction had 
evidently dcvelllp<>d bt>tween the Amencans and the officer conunandang 
the repll'nasha.ng sub-centre, and this was holdang up ro.1d work.-, 

At Maine Bay on the morning of 6 D..>cemlx•r lll-13 at was da.s.:overed 
that a Bofors steel 'hell case bt>ing u...d a.• a '-('Cur,• (llnt.nncr h.1d bt>en 
stolen. A.• well .tS contaaning ..ecret and confadcntaal matter, and 
approxamntl'ly £100 ($200) an cash. there "ere .liMl 20 p.lckets of razor 
bladl'S locl.cd up for >Ceurity. Obviously, olt the tame o1ml pl.lCC raLor 
blades had coru.aderablc v,llue to warrant beang locl.cd up. 

By January 19-l.l prcfabncated huts had arnvl>d ,,t Maine B.ay to 
replace unscrvicc~'ble tc.nts, and so provid~d a Wt'lcUml' improvement 1n 
living condition>. 

During January 194-1, Lhe Port Moresby Rcplcnashmg Sub-Centre was 
closed down. Remaining explosives stocks wcr,• tr.ln;,(errl<d to 43 
Operational U.1w Unat for managem<>nt. 

Disaster wa;, narrowly averted on 21 February 1944 when hrc broke 
out in one of the Maine Bay Danger area stan• hou!><."' 1ne bualding 
contaaned 749 100-lb smol.e bombs, and quad. achon by the member;, of 
the unit managed to save 687 bombs. Ho•-.•n•r, ""'en .:1armen r<'<juared 
treatment for mmor phosphorus bums. (It seems that these bombs Wl're 
prone to breal. down of their own •·olitaon. cau"ng far~.-,. In fact, more 
bomb> caught fire dlarmg March.) More dctatl of thb Ia I\' "contaaned an 
a report for It Croup Headquarters, as follow.: 

rhc bombS Wt.'fC Slort.od under il Oat J;oll\'anLS(.'(i 1mn hMtf ilboUt ~ yards 
[5 nwtre!tj from <1 cn..~k. At 1000 hours a Warro1nt OWc:cr t,. r,~t('r nohccd a 
rin.:o ll"'O"S lhl• bomb:,:, r.nd all avatli1blc m~n. induUinH cookN, clerk:; lind 

mt.·~·snu:n~ w~t(• U.M-~ to bol.lte the fire which Wol\ hlU l'~h.•n\IH.' to c~lin,;utsh. 
!lw mon lornwd • choin and pi1S>Cd nul •• m.ny lx>n>b• ,., thoy could. 

Thl• hC"~lt Wd~ anll.'n..-.c dOd I he nat m.ln R)(l( dad not .tlfow lhl• d~n~ smoke 

to g~t owoy, woth the IC>uh that the ""'" w~r• "'"~'"ll pracl•c•lly an 
Jarknl-...."- So ~real '-.. ·as the volume of ~moke thai at bi,\Ckl'd uul l>nhrely the 
Curnoy Stnp and ><'Wn transport aircralt h.od to bto dl\<rll'll to Goodenough 
bland fr<oqucnl ch.onges or wand did nol help m.>lte" .lnd th<"'l• lx>mb> that 
wen.• on hr...- rrt.'qul'nlly ex plod«! and :.t:altet\"li phu-.ptku·,,.u .. ct\'l•r ot rtad1w, tlf 
'lO yords (10 m<•tn.'>l S."Ven ol the"""' >ullert'll pht,ph<>rtl\" burn' 

Some of thl' ~)mb crates were bummg a~ thl')' W{'ft.l c.Jrru..--d h:l :..1fcty The 
f~tt.• wa.:. latt.•r put uut w&th bOda acid t"~hnguash('n.. Thl" wurk touk abl'lut t\vo 
IO thr(."(' hour~ in whLCh 687 O( the bom~ Wl're &.W(."tl Jtw f1rl" in lh\." dump 
burnt'CI for nbuut hm di1)'~ (arterwnrd.,). 57 
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Comm~ndi'llun uf lhl.! work of thl! men \\'ho were :-.ubJt.'Ctcd tu 

cn~ldt>rtlblc ri~k w.,s rt.'Ccl\ft.od from NL,rtht>m Cumrn.Jnd. 

Unfortunately, alter all the ri!.k to life taken to save the bomb>. at was 
subsequently found ncct.-ss..'\ry to destroy the whole lot as they were not 
consadered safe. It took 1~ days to complete the detnaction. 

A dctad1men1 comprising Flying Officer ). Moir and 25 •irrnen left 
Milne Bay to eslablash a new rcplcni>hing >ub·ccnlrc ,11 Manu. Island. 
TI11> was offacaally fomwd on 17 M.uch 19~. with a new camp sate 
located. camp bu ildangs erected and bomb bays m the process of 
fom1ation. Stock:. of bombs and small Mms ammunition were then 
mowd from the beach to the new camp >ilc. The replenishang sub-centre 
was declared operataonal from 5 Apnl 1944. 

During April 194-1, both replenishmg sub-centres at Goodenough and 
Kiriwma Islands were w.1rned to prepare for,, move. TI1c Goodenough 
centre was to accompany 8 and tOO Squadrons, wlhile lhc Kiriwina centre 
was to go with 22 and 30 Squadrons. 

Over 27 to 30 April 19~4 heavy rains at Maine Bay caused extensive 
Oooding of the approad1 to the Danger area. Much boxed equipment, 
includmg smoke curtain mslallations, was washed away. Fortunately, the 
smoke equipment was r<>covcred, ru1d put back inlo s tock after servicing. 

In July 1944 the unit was ad\•ised that it was to be dbbanded by being 
reformed into 4 Ccntml Re>erve. In preparatum. surplus stocks were 
scgreg,,ted for subsequent issue to 10 Replenishing Centre, and other 
otockl. were issued to Nocmfoor. Other stock was set aside for the 
establishment of ·II. 43. ~S and 46 Operall<>nal Base Units. The 
Command111g Officer together with the scn1or cquopmcnt stuff officer and 
the command armament officer went to the Madang area to sele<:t the 
camp site for the new Centro! Reservc. £ventu.ally, a site al Alexisl1.1fcn 
(about 32 kilometres west of Madang) was chosen. 

4 Replenishmg Centre disbanded on I September 1944 al MHne Bay 
by bemg reformed mlo 4 Central Reserve, which then was re-located at 
Alexishafffi. 

COMMAND ING OFFICERS 
15 September 1942 
27 October 1943 

-Flying Officer j.W. Mumo 
-Squadron Leader A.L.A. Brownlee 



5 REPLENISHING CENTRE 

22 junl' 1942 
IS july 19-12 
20 Augu~t 1943 
I March 19H 
8 May t'l45 
2.'l November 194S 

CHRONOLOGY 
-ra1sed at Batchelor, NT 
-mO\·ed to Kathennc, NT 
-<ompleted mo'e to Green Ant Crl>el.., NT 
-<ompleted mo,·e hl lh>t~hdor 
-<ompleted movt• to Morot.u 
-umt disbanded 

NA RRATIVE 
5 Rcplcnishang Centre was formed on 22 june 1942, at Batchelor, 
Northern Tcrntory, pending a move to Kathcnnc wht•n a camp ~1te could 
be selected and ..ct up there. It had a strength of 25 m<•mbel"l>. 

The umt'~ m~M1on was to manage fuel and o1llor both the RAAF and 
US lo~ tn the arc.>, and explo.-1\·es >toc4 ft•r tht• RAAF It wa• to 
distnbutc stoclo.s of anahon fuel and oil to landing !,'T<>und• betwt'l!n (but 
notmcludtng) Adcl.ude RJ\'er and Budum. 

The fir>t rt'COrdt-d duty was when a ~rgcant ,md 19 men lefl 
lh>tchclor for Pane Creek on 26 june 1942 to rt'CCI\C .1nd >tdcl. drums of 
aviation sp.r1t. ThiS was followed by another party <>I ,, ""ge.lllt and 
10 men going to Brock;. Creek on 29 june. 

On 6 July 1942 •ix 3-ton trucks and 10 i\mcricnn Wf\'&ecmen were 
attached from the US 733rd Quartermaster 1 ruck Company for duty in 
handling U1e luc•l and o1l for American umts. n1cy remaaned at 
5 Replenbhing Centre until ll September. 

5 Rcplen1shing Centre moved to Kathcnnc on I~ july 1942. and 
temporar&ly campt'CI m the Army stagmg area Thc umt l"l·>bhshmcnt 
was also 1ncrcased to lSI members. On 17 july pcr-.oranel moved mto the 
Kathcnne School s.te and began preparmg thiS for thc&r permanent camp 

The f1rst rt.'COrded handling of expiOSI\"CS occurred on b August 1942 
when the B1rdum dcta.chmcnt shipped bomb~ from L..unmah to D.>rwm, 
Hughes and Ad~klJd~ Rl\er. During the month of A\lj;W.t, most work 
performed by the urut was hand.Julg fuel at Kathennc; however, parties 
operatinK from B~rdum and Daly Waters handled both fuel and 
explosiws. Fuel w.1s stored at the K.1thcrmc Aerodrome, K.1therine 
Rl'S<)rvc area and M.1nbulloo. 59 
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During September 19-!2, personnel not on detachments were engaged 
in construction of a new ml>SS hut, show~r~ etc. By 3 Scpt~mbcr, two 
fltghts were achvcly cn~:o'"llgt-d tn LhtS actl\'ity .tnd one fltght began laytng 
water pipes m Ulc camp area on 7 September. 

Also on thi:. day, new >ile for petrol >torage wert' cleared at 
Manbulloo, by buming off. Ten atmlcn had to rcma.n at Manbulloo until 
early n~t mornmg to watch the fires. Two ntghLS of men were sent from 
K.1thcrinc to Manbulloo in Lhc afternoon of 8 St!ptembcr to fight fires, and 
remained there untjJ 2300 hour>. 

A party of 2·1 men left Kalhennc for Fenton on 26 October 1942 to 'lay 
down' petrol stocks and stack bombs ready for U\e arrtval of US forces. 
1l11s was completed on 22 November, with the US ser\'ic~ then m 
occupation of the atrflcld. 

On 15 November the unit moved from thl' Katherine School grounds 
to Tindal. The unit headquarters was at Tindal, wtth a detachment of the 
untt located at L<~rrimah, where tl took over the control o( the Reserve 
Bomb Dump from 55 Operational Base Un.tt on I j.tnuary 1943. A 
detachment of 30 men, under the charge of a Sl'rgcant, was maintained at 
L1rrimah. 

11tc Commandtng Officer auended a conference on 29 July 194.3 

regard.ng the proposed move of the unit to Green Ant Creek. 11Us site 
was taken lWer on 4 August 19U by an advance party of 24 men led by 
Aymg Officer H.A. Pilgrim. 

A bushfire encircled the Tmdnl camp stte on 9 August, but the fires 
were stopped by lire breaks. Eventually the unit headquarters was 
mov ... d to Green Allt Creek on 20 August 1943. 

On 13 Aug~t d fj~t .llcrt had been SOUJlded, lasting for thwe hours 
befort> Lhe ·au dear'. There was another alert on 21 August, and on 
7 September a yellow alert was called. Enemy atrcrall were over the 
camp on 16 and 19 September, with the final overflight occurring on 
12 November 1943. 

Th.- umt completed a move to Batchelor on I March 1944.. The move 
rt'!.ulled in a heavy workload durmg April, Uu! men working 12·hour 
~hifts to handle large quantihl'lo of fuel required at the base:. at Fenton 
and Long. It was al;o during April Lhat a Chemical Wnrf.>rc Section was 
raised 

On 20 November 1944 the urut re-loca ted to htgher groUJld at 
£$atchelor in preparation for the wet season and In time to negate the 
'running' of Burrell's Creek. In ~arly February 1945 Lhe Wltt began to 



clear all stock to 9 and 18 Replenishing Coentres and to 5 Central Reserve, 
prior to the unit's move to the Pacific area. Preparations commenced on 4 
April and on the 19th five members, with the urut equ1pment, sailed 
on the Htleno MllJtSke for Morotai. The mam body of 83 urut members 
flew by Dakota from Darwm to Morotru on 22 Apnl. arnvmg on the 24th. 
On amval, they were billeted with 10 Replemshmg Centre unhl the un1t 
equipment amved on 8 May 1945. Personnel of 5 Rcplcmshing Centre 
took over the responsibilities of 10 Replemshmg Centre, which 
participated in the Lnbuan landing. 

On 6 May 1945, an air raid alert had sounded. There was another on 
22 June and the lnst was sounded on 18 Ju ly. 

Although the Armistice was announced on IS August 1945, it was not 
until 19-20 August that the men1bers of the unit were able to take the 
two-day stand-down granted to all units. 

The destruction of unserviceable explos1ves commenced during 22-24 
August, by dumping at ~a. To assist with th.s task, the umt obtained the 
services of four OUKW~ and a barge on 6 September. Oumpmg of 
condemned t>xplos1ves at sea commenced on the lOth. On the same day, 
members were flown back to Australia at the end of their tour, or for 
dis<:harge. One member, a L£ading Aircr.Jftman Stewart, was .Jeeepted as 
a volunteer to JOin the British Commonwealth Occupation Force tn Japan. 

By the end of Septl'mber the unit was able to go onto reduced activ1ty, 
and the wmding down was completed, w1th 5 Replen.shmg Centre 
disbanding on 23 November 1945. 

COMM AN DING OFFICERS 
22Junc 1942 
2 September 1942 
13 February 19·13 
February 1944 
24 July 1944 
20 December 1944 
26 Match 1945 

-Flying OfficN D.P. llart 
-Flight Lieutenant Seobelle 
-Flight Lieutenotnt J.W. Coulter 
-Flight weutenotnt E.G. Ohlsen 
-Flight weuten.ant N.H. Berlmg 
- Flight Lieutcnotnt J.R. EiltS 
-Flight weutenotnt F. McFarlane 
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6 REPLENISHING CENTRE 

23 August 1941 

June 1942 
30 Jdnuary 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-<:'Stabhshcd at Pearce. WA 
-operational ,,t Muresk 

-urut disbanded 

N ARRAT iVE 
6 Replenishing Centre was raised at Peai"C<', Wcstem Aw.tralia, on 
23 August194l, but records are sparse rch'iln.ling the first activities of the 
ut11t. It 1s "'corded that tJu• un1t was active at Muresk in June 1942, with 
the first recorded Commanding Officer bemg Flymg Of£icer W. 
Gr.1ndison, who took the appointment on 8 November 1942. 

Ten a1rmen were tnjured when the vehicle in wh1ch they were 
travelling ov<•rtumed in heavy ram in a recreation rut1 between Muresk 
.1nd Northam. Five of the least mjurc>d were released from 118 Australian 
General Hosp1ta l on 10 July 1942. 

On 13 August 1942, a US Navy member Chl'Cked the serial numbers of 
,111 Thomson sub-machine guns held at the Centre. Seven days later the 
US N.wy collected ••arious Thomson sub-machu•e g<ms and ammun1h0n. 
Next day they wNe replaced by Browmng automatic rifles, a lthough 
there is no record of thb wt>apnn havmg bren used by U1e RAAF. 

Sergeants Brady and Harns, Corporals McNeil and lm150n, and 
~admg i\ircraftman W,1Uis were co01Jllcnded for their efforts in 
recovering the victims from an Al1son aircraft, which cra>hed at Mokine 
on 9 October 1942. 

Activity at Murc>Sk was marked by 'incidents'. On 21 October 1942, 
five flares were observed on a northerly direction from the base (the 
Army w~s on exercise); on II December a guard reported signal 
cartndges bemg fired 111 Ulc d.rcction of Sprmg H1ll (Army exercises at 
the Northam Army Camp). On 23 December U1cre was a report of a 
'hooting party firing in to the Danger area. They moved away promptly 
when accosted by a senior non-comnussioned officer. On the night of 
13 June 1943, five men were detailed to patrol outs1de Number tO 
magazine after persons had been heard in Ulc vicinity; the intruders were 
two ~ivilians trapping rabbits. The must embarrassing 'inddcnt' was 



when the guard on duty fired warning shots over the heads of catUe 
grazing close to the fence, who had not reacted to his challenge. 

During the early hours of 14 March 1943, a severe windstorm blew 
down seven tents and demolished t,hree temporary ammunition storage 
sheds, and a tree branch feU on the roof of the oHicers' and sergeants' 
mess. Power lines were brought to earth and a water tank blowing 
through the unit knocked down the perimeter fence. 

A fire on 30 April1943 threatened a stnck of bomb tails stored under 
tnrpaulins on the north side of the unit. 168 tails and 169 containers were 
destroyed before the fire was brought under control. 

Three tenders and drivers from lhe unit participated in a search for a 
missing navigator, who had baled out from a Vultee Vengeance on 
10 September 1944. The search, centred ll kilometres south of Southern 
Cross, was abandoned on the night of the 16th. and the party returned to 
6 Replenishing Centre. 

Two fire tenders !rom the unit assisted in putting out a grassfire that 
broke out to the north of the unit, near Mr R. McMillan's homestead, on 
27 October 1944. During 25 November, other fire fighters from the unit 
aided the Australian Am1y 7th Supply Depot to put out a bushfire that 
was threatening several farms at Mokine. Later that day, a fire broke out 
on a property adjoining 6 Reple•'lishing Centre, but was quickly 
extinguished by the fire fighting team from the unit. 

nw unit had stored US Navy stores, After these had been inspected 
on 20 November 1944, the stock was taken over by the RAAF. 

During December 1944 and January 1945, several fires broke out along 
the railway line between Muresk and Spencers Brook. A fire at the Clark 
property at Spencers Brook was extinguished on 2 December 1944, and 
the men from the Army 7th Supply Depot were assiSted in fightU'Ig a fire 
at the latter location on 17 January 1945. 

6 Rep1enisl'ling Centre was advised by Headquarters Western Area of 
its disbandment and the re-location of 6 Central Reserve from Nokanning 
to take over the si te. All files and records were subsequently handed over 
to Flying Officer LO.J. Eynon from 6 Central Reserve on 30 january 1945, 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
8 November 1942 
9 July 1943 
17 August 1944 

-Flying Officer W. Grandison 
-Flying Officer A, E. Armstrong 
-Flight Lieutenant R.B, Brown 63 



7 REP LEN ISH I NG C ENTRE 

19 january 1943 

27 j.1nuary 1943 

August 1944 

CHRONOLOGY 
-raised at Port Pirie, SA 

-moved to Cladstolle, SA 

-umt disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
7 Repllmishing Centre was formed at RAAF Base Port l'iri~ on 19 january 
1943. and was attached to 2 Bombing a11d Gwmery School before it 
moved to its permanent locution at Gladstone. SouU1 Australia, on 
27 January 1943. 

Under the command of Flying Ofliccr A.L. Brownlee, they shored 
accommodation at Gladstone w1th nn Army unit who vacated several 
huts for Ul~ Air Force umt. 

The e1ght personnel from Ule nearby 28 Inland Aircraft Fuel Depot 
were ,1llached to 7 Replenishing Centre for adminbtralive purpClSeS, and 
personnel posted to the newly formed 31 Inland A1rcraft Fuel Depot, 
Crystal Brook, passed Ulrough Ule unit on 5 June. 

By 22 February 1943 "ork had progressed to th~ &tage that 7 
Rcplcmshmg Centre was able to accept stocks of c>plos1ves, and I he first 
consignment arrive-d on 7 MMch 1943. By the end uf March one million 
rounds of .30~-Jilch ammuniuon, bombs, depUl charges and .5-u1ch and 
.303-mch annour piercing ammtmition hud bet'n stort!d m btorchou.es 
1 ilnd 4. 

AlU1ough the Am1y facilit1es at Gladstonc had been 1.1~en over by the 
A1r Force a:> 41 'gomg concenl', electrical pow .. ~r w\15 not connected to 
rertam buildings unti l 24 March 1943, when a switchboard was 
conn<Xted 1n the guard hou~. Sharmg w1Ul the J\nny had benefits, such 
as Ulc co-operation of both ServiCl'S in the prov1sion of (Jim mght~ and 
inter-hl!rvice compeutiollb of a cerebral and phy~ica l nature. 

On 19 April 1943, helmets and gas respirators were issued to unit 
m~mbcr'h. 

On 27 April, the Commandu1g Officer collected four tons of ~a l vage 

from the Army Salvage Tender lloard m Adelaide. Items collected 
64 induded timber, ;h<>vcls, boiler coppe,.,, piping and building materia L 



The cold weather of April also gave unpctus to the erection of 
slcep.ng and other quartcl'"!> for the men. In the interim. an Anny 
n.'Crcahon hut wa~ converted to accommodate ten a1rmen, and the Sick 
quarters, transport ~ed. equipment store and orderly room each slept 
two a1rmen. 

On 19 May, &•gnat equ1pment was .nstalll>d, enabl.ng a landlme to 
bcgm operation on the 28th. The Signal Section subsequently closed 
down on II June 194-1.. 

During February 1944, a storage reservOir w,1s completed to supply 
water to the Danger orca, but was of little usc until fire fighting hoses 
were supplied late tn March. 

In anticipation of the disbandment of the unit, wardrobcs were 
returned to More during the first four montlu. of 1944. To overcome this 
loss, members built wooden wardrobes for thc1r clothes from scrap 
timber. 

7 Replcmshing Centre was disbanded .n August 1944, when it was 
absorb<.>d by I Replenc.hmg Centre at Bacchus Marsh, V1ctona 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
19 January I<J.I'l 
8 July 1943 
8 October 1943 
20 Muy 1944 

-Flymg Of!icer A.L Brownlee 
-Flying Officer H.A. Town 
- Flying Officer A.J. Byrne 
-Flying Officer F. McFarlane 
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8 REP LEN lSHING CENTRE 

l February 1943 
3 February 1943 
31 july 194-l 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Laverton. V1c. 
-arm•ed at Redatc, Tas 
-unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
The advance party of 8 Replenishing Centre lefl Lawrton on I February 
1943 ~board the SS Nmrmw bound for Tasmama, where they arnved on 
3 February. 

Flying Officer J.P. !'ugh, lhe Commanding Officer, 'upervi~ed the 
occupation of bu lidings at Redate, Tasmama This s1te was north-cast of 
Hobart, near th<' Advanced Operational Base at Cambridge A1rfield. By 
12 February 19~3 f.1cilities were available for the storage of C\plosives, 
the fm.t 130 tons of which amved from Melboume on the SS NJinluka. 
The ~hip completed unloading on 23 Fcbruarv, and all explosives were 
placed into store at 8 Replenbhmg Centre. 

8 Replcnlshmg Centre provided transport for VISiting 67 Squadron 
crews. and on 7-8 October provided a guard for a v1sitmg Lancaster 
during the Hobart leg of its tour of Au:.tr.1lia on a War 13ond:. fund· 
ral!>ing drtve. 

Transport was a lways il problem. The unit was- only coght miles from 
tlob.ort, butt he small numbers on s trenRlh did not justify tran•port being 
a rrangcd thmugh lhe welfare organisation. 

On 22 March 1943, th\' unit was appomted the off1coal Voluntt'er Alf 
Observers Corp centre lor spotting aorcraft. 

During May 194-l, the Commanding Officer rcport,..:J that living 
cond1110ns were very comfortable, while m~ssing staff ~rvcd rations 
supplied from Army sources 'l'<Jual to those procurable in many !ugh 
class hotels under warume condit1ons'. Rations were supplemented by 
produce from the umt garden whoch naturally 'creates ~ great 
impro\'cment to the food >upplicd, which is of good quality'. A special 
grnnt of £10 ($20) from Canll>en Service:. was made and it wa~ propo~ 
to kl>ep p1gs to use the k1tchen sw oil. 

Although the May report stated that tile t·ondibOJlS were 'very 
comfortable', that w.1s whi le th;, weather remaiM<J mild. nw report for 



July 1944 mentioned that exceptionally cold weather made ttself felt, 
particularly due to a lack of hot showers. However it was noted that, 
following approval from 4 Mamtenancc Group Headquarter.;, a contract 
was placed to Ull>taU a boiler for heatmg water for showers. 

As the umt w;u, tn a rear area, achvthes were m~tly routtne. On 18 
July 19-14 a ~tgnal Will> n'Cetved wluch advised that the untt was to cease 
funchontng on 31 July 19-14. All stores, except 5()(1.. and 250-lb bombs, 
were to be lran~fcrred to I Central Reserve, Bacchu> Marsh, Victona. 

The dtsbandmcnt WuS unforseen, as in July l<JH the Commnnding 
Officer reported that arrangements were well in hand for the fonnahon 
of a compOStiC Officers' nnd Sergeants' Mess, whtch would be open to aU 
service members In southern Tasmania. 

111c unit ceaM.>d to function on 31 July 19~4 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
I February 1943 
30 Apnl 19-13 
23Junc 19-14 

- Flying Officer j .F Pugh 
- Pilot Officer G.H. Hall 
-Flying Officer H.A. Ptlgnm 
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9 REP LENISHING CENTRE 

22 June 1942 
16 July 1942 

3 November 1943 

August 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed "'t Batchelor, NT 
-moved to Pel], NT 
~ommenc:t!d move to '10 Mile' 
-last entry in Unit History Record 

NARRATIVE 
q Replenishing Centre was establish.xl at Batchelor, Northern Territory, 
on 22 june 19-12, to supply s tocks ol explosives ~tore• to landing grounds 
Situated between Adelaide River and Danvm. Mob1le sect1ons were 
organi;,ed to move from place to place w1lhut Lhat area. 

On 16 Ju ly 1942, Lhe unit moved ~o Pell Ai..,trip and, on the N~me day, 
two vetucle> were rt"CCIVt.'d I rom the disbanded Station Headquarters at 
Batchdor. Dunng July, petrol and bomb stocks were laid down at 
Darwin, Strauss, Hughes, Living.tonc. Batchelor, Pell and Adelaide 
Riv~r. On 26 July a corporal and >iX a1m1cn travelled to Wyndham 
aboard the Patricia Cam to organise stocks at Drysdale. 

9 Replenistung Centro; had sha~X>d !'ell with 12 Squadron until that 
unit movt!d. However, on 7 October 1942, the Centre was allotted a new 
s1te 1.5 kilometres from the alrstrap. and personnel ass1sttod I Mobile 
Work> Squadron with the constn1ction of the new camp, wmpletin~: it on 
27 October. It was intend.xl to shan.> the camp with ·I Repair and Salvage 
Umt ,1nd n >hort.1ge of tent;. w11s overcome by the i<sue of eight US-type 
tents. 4 Repair and Salvage Unot personnel shMed Lhe messing facilities of 
9 RcplenJshtng Ullil until their own were completed on 10 Noveotbcr. 

Pdl w.l~ raided by Lhc japanc.;c dunng the c.uly hours of 24 October 
1942, Lhe >Ound of exploding bombs givmg the fir>t warning of the raid. 
The first bomb h1t e1ght miles north of the camp and others h1t to Lhe <'ast 
or the airstrip. After the 'aU dear' IVdS sounded, an imme<li.ltC inspt>ction 
o( the bomb dump ar~as .md the guard> was undertaken; It was 
discovert>d tltat one b<>mb hdd exploded hannlessly 800 metr"" to the 
east. 

More rai<b occurrt>d during the nights of 23, 24, 26 and 27 November. 
Another ra1d took place on 30 june 1943, when numerous aircraft wc•re 

68 heard and ,, parachute sightt!d (aiJmg to the grow1d. The l~lh:r was 



investig~tcd, but ~ny result not recorded. 'Daisy cutters' were dropped in 
the Pdl area early 1n the monung of 21 August 1943, and three InCendiary 
bombs f<>ll over the Darwm road. There were a further sox aor raods, the 
last on 15 September 1943, when ant..aLrCraft fore could be !>eefl 1n the 
area of the Fenton Airfield. 

On 23 November 1942 the unit commenced the collechon of empty 
oxygen cylinders, ,,nd exchange for full ones, from baS<.-s between 
Batchelor and Strauss. No other replenu.hmg centre os known to have 
managed oxygen m .odditoon to fuel and explosives. 

1lw unit was rl'l>ponsible for fuel and bomb dump; at Coomalie, 
Drysdale, fenton, Wyndham, Bathurst lsl,lnd, M~lvollc Bay, Molllngombo, 
Noonnmah, Groote Eylandt and the ' 17 Mile', <lS well as Batchelor 
and 0ll1er loca l units. Once a daily routine W<IS e,t,lblishcd, work 
commenced on a new equipment store and a hut Wils erected for office 
accommodahon. 

On I November 1943 an advance party of a CotJXoral and two aonnen 
left for the ' 10 Mole' to take O\'er a camp "'e on preparation for the re­
locabon of 9 ~plcnl!>hmg Centre. On 3 No\(•mber the fm.t convoy left 
Pell, woth the forward echclon lea\·ing on the 4th, and the ma1n body on 
6 November By 8 November tents were bemg en.'Ctcd at the new 
'10 Mile' sole. Con;tructoon work commenced on urut butldmgs and 
facilities such as the equipment store, four 450-lltn• tank:. (for gas 
dccont.lmination), tcnrus court, and access ro.1ds. 

Two aormen were killed and anolher later docd of ill.'> inJUfiCb as a 
re•ult or an accident at the '38 Mile' whit~t travelling to a concert. The 
men were intcrro.od atlhc Adelaide River WM Cemetery. 

The ndvance party from 5 Central Rcs.erve arriVl'd at thc '10 Mile' on 
27 September 1944, remaining as a lodger unot with 9 Replenishing 
Centre unlit able to move to its own unit. 

A d<'lachment of eoght members from the MmCI> Ma~ntcnance Scchon, 
on company woth the US Navy l\1ines Assembly Depot One. ldt by sea en 
route for the Philippmes. These were followed b)· three more a.ormen on 
4 May 1945. Little detail is known of theor achvolles, other than that a 
'porhon of the Island detachment' returned to the Centre durmg July 
1945, but some conttnucd laying operations. 

AI the end of Uw War, 9 Replcnoshmg Centre compri><.'<i four offocers, 
two warrant offlcers, one fbght sergeant, 12 sergeants, 212 corporal;, and 
98 alrcraftmcn. 69 
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No record was made of the actual date of the disbandment of the unit. 
The last Unit History Record held is for August 1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
7 July 1942 
4 September 1942 
21 March 1943 
12 January 194-1 

6 December 1944 
24 March 1945 
25 May 1945 

-Pilot Officer M~undcr 
- Flying Officer D.P. Hart 
- Fiymg Officer C.G. Corkc 
-Flight lieutenant F.G. Unmack 
- Flight Lieutenant N.H. Berling 
-Flight Lieutenant J.R. Ellis 
- Flying OHiccr R.L. Hertzberg 



10 REPLEN ISHING C ENTRE 

24 November 1943 
28 January 1944 
3 August 1944 
20 February 1945 
1 May 1945 
24 May 1945 
22 November 1945 

Cll RONOLOGY 
-formt?d at Am~rk•y, Qld 
-movt?d to Nadt.lb, New Cumea 
-advance pany arnv.>d .:11 Noemfoor 
-headquarter!> ~.,tabl~t>d at Morotat 
-parhcipatt?d tn T.:~rak..tn landmg 
-m0\1.' to labuan 
-umt dt<bandt?d 

NARRATIVE 
10 Rcplcmshtng Centre wa~ establisht?d at Amberley, Queensland, on 
24 November 1943. Flytng Officer H Cooper k>d hC> men and thctr 
equipment to board a shtp at Ptkcmba on 17 January 1944. The unit 
disembarkt?d at l..1c, New Cutnca, on 28 January 1944, before proceeding 
to a camp site at Nadz.1b. 

The unit was SO per cent operation.:~ I by 1 February, and supplying the 
needs of 21, 23, 24, 75 and 78 Squadro~ at Nadzab by 10 February; 80 
Squadron was add<>d early 111 March. Durmg May 1944 the unit supplied 
the needs of the Beauforts of 8 and 100 5\juadrons, ~fore preparing for a 
move to a more tldvanccd area of operations. 

A 14-mnn detachment, under charge of Corpora ls Cunningham nnd 
Cormack, left by sea for C.tpc C louct'SlN, New Britain, where they took 
over lhe responsibility of supplying fuel and oil from 22 Repair and 
Salvage Unit. Sergeant Tucker new to C.tpc Gloucester to take charge of 
lhe detachment, whtch operated from 10 March to 20 )ul1<~ 1944. Durtng 
this period tliSSut'd 548 000 lbs of bombs, 990 160 rounds of ammunition 
and 84 000 gallons of A VCAS. 

Two officers and c•ght illmlen travcUt>d by atr to Attape five days after 
lhe landmgs there. A camp site was estabhshed, and the detachment fully 
operational by 6 March. The detachment took over alllhe squadron bomb 
dumps on 17 May 1944, and ISSued 3 281 600 lb!. of bombs, 1 025 000 
rounds of ammunthon and 168 720 gallons of A VCAS. ThiS detachment 
supported 8 and 100 Squadrons untd handmg O\'et' all stocks to a 
detachment from 4 Central Reserve on 31 October. and 10111111g the matn 
unit at Nocmfoor. 71 
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On I jw1e 194-1, an officer and 25 aumen were p-osted to 10 
Replenishing Centre, for duty ,tt its Towns,•illc det;~chmcnt. Four 
personnel departed from Nadzab for Townsville on 21 june 1944 and by 
the end of July the detachment was being trained in unarmed defence 
and jungle warfare. By August, the detachment w.ts wailing to be moved 
as part or 81 Wing. This detachment fmally reunited with the main body 
at Morotai on 24 March 19·t5. 

On 19 June 194-1 the 4 Replenishutg Centre (Admir.tllies) detachment 
at Kiriwina wa> Lransfer"''<l to 10 Replenishing Centre. ThLs detachment 
combined w1th the Cape Gloucester and Aitape detachments and an 
advance party from Nadzab, at Noemfoor. By 4 August the unit became 
fully operational, supplymg both US and Australian aircraft operating 
from the airstnp at Kamiri. 

During August the unit took over the responsib1uty for all aircraft 
refudlmg a t Kamiri, using 35 tankers, until 47 Operational Base Unll 
a<'Cepted the rel.ponsibihty on 16 October 1944. 

Dunng the night or 21 September 1944 two emaciated Japanese 
penetrated the camp iJt search of food. Titcy were sighted but evaded 
capture. During U1e followmg night, another Japanese was firl!d on by a 
picket and, on the 23rd, a single Japanl'Se crosS<'d the camp, de.<pite the 
effort or the picket to apprehend lum. 

During 13 November, the Conunandmg Officer and an advance party 
d~parted by air for Morotai. The Morota1 d~tachment wa; operational on 
20 February 1945. The last of the unit's stocks or s tores were loaded 
abOc""lrd the Mimuc-M-risk on 11 February .1nd, .1t the end of February, 

only 10 personnel remained at Noemfoor. 
Unloadmg o( the mam stocks from the ships commenced. on 2 March 

1945. Bombs were stored iJt a coral pit between the fighter and bomber 
>trips, and the unil was employed until early April w1th the unloadmg 
and storng<' of ordnance. 

Personnel detached to participate iJt the Tarakan landing departed 
from Mowtai on 23 April. with the main body arnving at Tar.tkan on 1 
May. A temporary <-amp was established on the beach; not an easy task 
as the ground was found to be very marshy. The detachment was 
con~idcrcd operational on 12 May, the enemy sniper .md artillery (ire 

which had caused 'considerable discomfort' gradually bccommg quieter. 
On 24 May 1945 the Commandmg OUicer and 25 personnel loaded 

L.1nding Ship Tank 1035 in preparation for a move from Tarakan to 
Labuan, wlwre a temporary camp site was es~1bllshed on 12 Junt!. 



Explosives were unloaded dunng the perood 1~14 June, and the stores 
placed in a temporary area. as heavy righting was still taking place m the 
area assigned to 10 ReplcnL,hmg Centre. A Japanese aircraft, flying 
dirccUy over the unit camp sill',"'''~ 'hot down by anh-aorcraft fire at this 
lime. From 15-16 June the unot omproved the temporary sole and cleared 
the explosives area whole a survey of the pcnnancnt site was undertaken. 
Unfortunately, US aircr,lft that were attacking a pocket of Japanese in the 
vicinity accidentally bombed the men. Although they were ~ha.kcn, there 
were no casualties. 

On the night of 20 June. Japane!oe troops onfiltrated to the rear of the 
unit's camp. where they were cngagl>d by Austrahan troops. The enstung 
fight lasted all the mght and onto late mornmg. woth the Japanese 
suffering casualties. Next noght, a Japant'SC soldoer was shot only SO 
metres from the urut hnes. 

On 22 May 1945, 21 member» undcr the command of Aymg Officer 
Bancroft departed from Morotao for Tawotawo. one ol the southern JS1ands 
in the Philippine Archtpclago. Therl' they 'upported 22 Squadron who 
were, in tum, supporting the Tara~an landmg. 

The rear party at Morotm departed lor Ldbuan on 21 June 1945, 
arriving there on the 29th. A detachmcnt rcmamed at Tarakan until the 
end ol the War and, with the ncutrali!.alion of Labuan, the main body 
occupied its new can1p SLtC .1 long Macarthur Road during the period 
7-10 July 1945. 

At the end of the War the strength olthc unit stood at 97 pel'50nnel, 
and the removal of .111 Japanese cxplosiws commenced on 25 Augu~t 
1945. These were dumped at sen. Work proceeded in loading shipping 
with materiel for rct\lm to 2 Replcnishmg Cc11 tre at Hetidon. 

The Tarakan detachment dbbandcd 011 18 November 1945, and was 
followed by 10 Replenishing Centre Headquarters on 22 November. All 
serviceable stock of stores was returned to Australia, and three armourers 
were posted to 9 Transport and Mowmcnts Office to assist in the 
movement of e•plosivcs stores back to Au•tral1a. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
24 November 1943 
27 March 1944 
16 February 1945 
13 September 19-15 

- Aying Olfoccr H. Cooper 
-Floght Loeutcnant V V. Roland 
-Flight Lieutenant E.H. Goodger 
-Squadron Lcadcr J.W. Munro 73 
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15 REP LEN ISHING CENTRE 

28 April1943 
31 August 1944 

CHRONOLOGY 
~Llblished at Edmonton, Qld 
-umt disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
Und('f the command of Pilot Officer A.H. Burnard, 15 Replenishing 
Centre was established at Edmonton, Queensland, on 28 April 1943. ll1e 
uOII took over e.-.plosives ~tacks held by 25 Operational Base Unit, which 
were stored on a property owned by Mr RJ. Cow•e at Sawmill Pocket 
Road, Edmonton. 

Only temporMy facilities were erected at Edmonton, as it was planned 
to move the unit to another area where sem•-underground storage would 
be provided. During May, a site a t White Rocks, 10 kilometres from 
Caims, was mspected by the Commandln g Officer of 15 Replenishing 
Centre. This proposed site was dropped in Scptembt>r, and another 
located at Yatee by Flying Officer Sheppard of 3 District Works Office. 
The new site had suitable tree cover and semi-underground storage 
cond11ions. However, the Yatee project W<l> cancelled during January 
1944. 

During June 1943 a vehicle from t.hc unit was mvolved in a collision 
with one operawd by the US Army, ,md during July the wa ter supply 
from a ne•ghbourmg fa rm hou.e wa> cut, wluch meant that water had 
to be carried by a US Am1y water tender from a running s tream 
1.5 kilometres distant. In December, the use of water had to be severely 
rationt>d, but plans were pl'l'Sented to obtain water from • waterfall 
2 kilometres distant, and the ncce:;sary estin1at~ for the work wa" 
prepared for submission to 3 District Works Office. 

In May, a site prcviou,ly occupied by •' US Am1y Ordnanc;, Depot 
Ammunition Disposal Area, 1vhich was 5 kilometres closer to the railway 
siding. was vacated. It was recommended !hal the permanent build.111gs 
required by IS Replenishing Centre be erected oo the site, but this 
suggestion was not approved. 

On II July 1944 it wa> confirmed that the unit was to continue on a 
temporary basis, and only works which were considered essential for the 
efficiency of the w\it would be undertaken. On 31 July, i.J\ accordance 



w1th this d•rcction, concrete floors were l.ud in the prefabricated huts 
used for the storage of fuses and ammunihon Unit labour was used to 
erect temporary wood and ll'On buildings dunng the latter days of July. 

Dunng 23 August 19-14, the urut began the total d~patch of all 
T Group ston><; to 3 RepleniShing Centr.,. Three day~ later other stock 
was despatched to 18 Replenishing Centre and, on the 28th, a con­
signment of 250-lb bombs was set aside for ossuc to 10 RepleniShtng 
Centre. 

On 31 Aug\a~t the unit ceased to function "' a rcplcn.,lung centre. 

COMMANDING OFFICER. 
28 April t943 -Pilot Officer A.H. Burnard 
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17 REPLENIS HING CENTRE 

3 February 1943 
I December 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-raised at Bowral, NSW 

-unit dtsbandcd 

NARRATIVE 
17 Replcnishi11g Centr~ was t'Stablisht-d at llowral, New South Wales, 
on 3 February 1943, and tts purpa.e was to serve the explosives 
rcquiremCllts of units located in that State. By the end of the month, 774 
tons of explosives stocks had been transferred from l'icton, and a disused 
railway tunnel was the main <toragc are<t ,tflocatt>d to the new un1t. The 
camp site wa;, owned by the Sydney City Mission, who offer~d the farrn 
outhouses for the accommodallon of the men. 

Natural phenomena caused problems for the members of I 7 
Replentshing Centre. Durmg May 1943, 16 days of contmuous ram 
resulted in the storage tunnel being flood''<! to a depth of J8 centimetre:., 
fortunately without damage to the ~lock held there. Fires were also a 
hazard. Duri11g 28 February 1944, members of the umt combined with the 
local firc bngade to control a fire which was burrung 11 kilometres from 
Bowral, and a ~mall f~re broke out on 18 March at 'Hopcwood '-whcrc a 
WAAAF training unit was established- which required the ass1slance of 
unit members to control. 

Durmg the >ummer of 194·H5 a number of bushfires broke out which 
affected the untt. On 17 November six fir~ wer~ ragtng tn the vtCU11ty of 
the wlit, and calls for help resulted in a party of 12 airmen as;isting with 
the fighting of a fire in the Joadga district. Another 12 men were held on 
~landby after a call for assistance from the Bowral Police. Nme men 
responded to another call from the Bowral Police to assL~t w1th the 
f1ghting of a fir<' at Wombeyan Caves Road on 3 !A'Celllbet, and a party 
was despatched to Fitzroy Road on 30 O.,Cember. They were recalled due 
to a serious firc condition at the camp. As the fire raced toward the camp. 
the storage turmel was sealed and hoses run out to meet the threat. Two 
mobile tankers and IS civilians arrived to (ighl the flames. ForluitoU>ly, a 
wind ch.1nge g.wc the opportunity for ,, fire break to be bum\ from 

76 Bowralto the Hume Highway. 



The fire which most threatened the unit broke out during the morning 
of 1 January 1945. Having burnt to Within 50 metres of the firebreaks near 
the incendiary store, the fire was c~tmgulshed, with the assistance of the 
Mittagong Fire llrigade. 

Members of the un1t were also preva1led upon to mount guard on 
various serv1ce a1rcraft which landed at M1ttagong au~tnp. The fm;t was 
a Stinson Reliant, wh1ch force-landed w1th cngmc trouble on 29 July 1943, 
and remained until 12 August. On 14 Sc!ptcmber 1944 an Airspeed 
Oxford force-landed, and on 26 No,·ember a Tiger Moth crash-landed 
north of Mittagong. From ttme to ttme Wackett Tramer, Oxford, 
Wirraway, Anson, Dragon, Dakota, Walrus and even a US P-47 
Thunderbolt aircraft landed at M1ttagong •1~trip and were guarded by 
members of 18 Replenishmg Centre. 

The phys1cal security of the un1t receiVed a boost on 10 January 1944 
when 'Paddy' and 'Bamey'--.1 Kelpu.•/ Alsatian cross and Alsatian, 
respectivcly-amved for duty. 

The Sydney C1ty Miss1on facilities were 1mproved by the RAAf and, 
during November t944, the members of the unit commenced a project to 
manufacture toys for the chtldren of the MISSIOn Home, which was 
adjacent to the camp. Toys were manufactured and presented to the 
children as a Christmas treat at a special parade on 20 December, at 
which n Christmas tree had lxoen erected. The hes w1th the children were 
further cemented when they were taken on a p1cnic on Anzac Day 1945. 

On 26 june 1945, 17 Replenishing Centre received complaints 
regarding an aircraft low flying over Oowral and wer(' advised that the 
aircraft was a Royal Navy Grumman Avenger, flying out of Nowra, New 
South Wales. 

The unit's pyrotechnlc display on the summit of Mount Gibraltar 
contributed to the local Victory In the t>acific cclcbrahons. 

At the end of the War, the strength of the un1t was 38 officers and 
men, and the unit disbanded on 1 December 1945. Six airmen remamed 
as caretakers, maintaining thl' remaining cxploSIVCil m the tunnel, and 
became a detachment of 1 Central Rescrvt> when that unit took over the 
control of the site and its contents. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
6 February 1943 
August 1943 
31 August 1944 

-Flymg Officer E. H. Goodger 
-Flymg Officer JT. Teague 
- Flight L1eutcnant K.M. Callan 77 
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18 RE P LEN ISH lNG CENTRE 

10 August1943 
9 October 19-14 
1 july 1945 
25 july 1945 
24 November 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
--<!SlabllShed at L..unmah, NT 
-move to Fenton commenced 
-arrived ill Morotai 
-detachment landed at Bal•kpapa11 
-unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
18 Replenishing Centre was fom1ed by taking over a detachment or 
5 Rcplenishmg Centre, wluch was located 5 kilometres north o( 
Larrimah, Northern Territory, on 10 AugtL~t 19-13. The unit was to be 
responsible for the •upply o( aviation fuel, oil, explo>ivl>s and 
ammunition to squadrons opcratong on the regaon. 

Buildings were erected using unitldbour and, by the end of CX-c••mbcr, 
the facilities had been completed and camouOagcd. Also, in line with 
other similar units, the garden was producing lettuce, tomatoes, peas and 
beans to supplement nom1al rations. At the end o( january 19·14, a hmitcd 
capacity ell'Clricity supply had been installed. TI1e &upply of water at the 
camp >ite wa' a constant problem due to the pump breaking down. 
During August the pump and bore were condemned, but at was 
impos.~ible to sink a new bore. so the unit had to persevere with the old. 

On 9 October 1944, Flying Officer EJ I. Sedgwick and 10 men departed 
as an advance party, bound for the unit 's new camp at Fenton. 
Equipment departed by road (rom Larrimah for Fenton on 17 October, 
,,nd the dismantling of the former camp commenced. By 10 November, 
only 10 men remained at Lammah, and 18 Replenishing C(!nlre'> move 
to Fenlon was completed next day. 

The unal was to supply the reqUJrcmcnts of the 82 Wmg Laberator 
aircraft based a t Fenton and Long. With their large fuel and bomb load, 
providing the nect.'Ssary oi l and ordnance for these bombers created an 
imml'n..e workload on t8 Replenishing Centre. AI the l!lld of 1944 a 
pipeline was laid from the raalhead to Fenton. wath the pumping of fuel 
through the line commencing on 21 December. ThJS IJnc was temporarily 
damaged by a 24 Squadron truck on 16 january 1945, but was qukkly 
repaired by the insertion of S('veral new sections. A bulk petrol-issuing 



point was established at Long, and both outlets issued 434 508 gallons 
(I 975 273 litres) of fuel to 2J and 24 Squadron.~ at Fenton and Long 
durmg April1945. 

During May 19-15, bushf1re!> threaten<'<~ the camp, l>ut were stopped 
by firebreaks. 

On t7 June 1945 the <ltllt departed from Darwin on the Cln't!land 
Forbes, arriving at BahJ..p.1pan on t6 July On 4 July flying OHicer 
C.H. HaU and 29 a1rmcn cmbarkl'CI on HMAS Kammbla w1th a 
detachment of 5 Replcl\l5hmg Centre, l>ound for BahJ..pnpan, where they 
joined the rcmamder of the un1t, landmg on 25 Jul)·· 

On the 29th, 18 Replemshmg Centre moved to 1t" allocated s1te at the 
Manggar Road oomb dump, whtch w~ found to l>c totally unsuitable. 
1 Tactical Arr force .. uocated a new "tl' to 18 ReplcniShtng Centre, but 
this did not have any road occl!"s. To O\crcomc thts problem, the l>cach 
was used m heu unhl the road w~ parllall) completed on 26 August­
but only after problem:. wtth the pronston of t1p trucks. which had been 
delayed by more 'urgent' work. 

On 7 AU!,'USt 1945. the uOII took over the bulk fuel tanks at Sepinang 
from the Army, and commenced operatiOn> from there on a 24-hour 
basis. 

Before a decision could l>c made rcgardmg the ulhm.ate disbandment 
of 18 Reptemsh111g Centre, ,, dcci,ion h.1d to l>c made reg.>rding the 
disposal of aviation fuel and bombs. Serviceable stores were to be 
returned to Austr,1lia, and un>ervlccablc items dumped at sea. To assist 
with the latter task, t8 Replenishing Centre employed 20 Japanese 
prisoners of war. 

18 Replenishing Centre complrted disbandment procedures on 
24 Novembt•r t 945. 

COM MAN DING 0FFICEI'LS 
30 August 1943 
3 january t 944 
3 July 1944 
16 October 1944 
21 february 1945 
26 March 1945 

-Pilot Officer F C Unmack 
-Fiytng OHiccr L L. R.1ndcll 
-Fbght L•cutcnant E.G Ohlsen 
- flytng OHiccr J V. Humphreys 
-Fbght Llcut~nant) R. Ell"' 
-Fiaghtl.tcutcnant F.A Ntblock 
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19 REPLENISHING CENTRE 

JO October 1943 
14 March 1944 
19 February 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-established at Marrangurro, NSW 
- ad,,ance party moved to Talmoi, Qld 
-d1sbandcd at Townsville, Qld 

NARRATIVE 
19 Replenishing Centre was f<)nned at Marrongnrro on 30 October 1943. 
On 3 November th~ Commanding Officer left to inspect a site for the unit 
.n North-Western Area. Th~:> site i1llocaled was TillmOJ, located on the 
Flinders Highway and the Townsville-Mow1t lsa roilway in Central 
Queensland, ncar the small town of Maxwelton. 

The impending move north required considerable organisation, as the 
unit stored chemic,ll weapons. It wi!S not until 6 March that the advance 
party, consisting of the Commanding Officer and six men, departed from 
Lithgow, New South Wales for Talmoi. 

Settling in to the new base was hampered by fires. On 13 August 1944, 
all personnel were called to assist with thl' extinguishing of a large 
grassfire on Maxwelton Downs Station, and two more fires broke out in 
the early evening of 29 August-one at Majuba Station and the other 
close to the unit. 

Members of the unit built a s wimming pool in their own time. 
Completed on 23 September, the 2:3-metre pool was filled from a bore 
drain. djverted to provide a contmuous now through the pool. 

Tw~lve general hands were nttnched to the unit for a week, 
commencing 1 September, to help unload the tmin and stack the 
Chemical Warfan.> s tores wh1ch arnved from Llthgow. The lmm 
cons1s tcd of 33 trucks, which were unloaded by 5 September. Four more 
rail trucks arrived next day. AI the end of the exercise, 2550 250-lb bombs 
of dangerous chemicals were stored at Talmoi. 

On 5 October an electrical power unit arrived and electrical power 
was supplied to the camp on 11 October, enabling the whole barracks 
area to be lit. This greatly bolstered the morale of the unit. 

On 2 October 1944, volunteers were sought to submit themsch•es lo 
exposure to 'blister' gas. Nineteen men from the unit applied, but it is not 
known how many were accepted. However, on 24 January 1946 Leading 



Aircraftman f.K. Kibble wal> pres~ntoo w1th a card for good service for 
'volunteering to and submitting hi~elf to exposure to blister gas at 
Proserpine'. On 22 October 1944, t4 armoure"' from 10 Rcplemshmg 
Centre and six from 1 Central Reserve left on .111achment to the Chenucal 
Research Unit at Bowen for three Wl'eb. 

Following the Richmond P1cnic Raw!. of 22 October I 944, members of 
the unit attended the Debutante 8.1!1, where appro>.llllately 300 people 
watched nine debutantes bemg p~nh .. '<l Ill the un.rs Commanding 
Officer. The una! cclcbraloo 1ts Cir..t b1rthday when at cntcrtamed the 
RAAF welfare ladies from Richmond at a dance held m the recreahon hut 
at Talmo1. 

Twenty drums of 'Y3' left und<•r <"<ort for the Australian Field 
Experllllental Stahon at Bowen on 26 November. Thas slupment was 
followed by spccmlsh1pments to the Chem1cal Research Umt, Bowen, on 
10 January 1945. Another 'h1pmcnt of 20 ·~mol..e cloud anstallahon 500-lb' 
bombs charged w1th 'Y3' followed on 15 Jo:muary 1945. 

31 January saw a 'toughening up' C()UI'M' 1n!roducL'<l in the un.it, wluch 
remained in Ioree until March. Thl' toun.e <omprascd rUle drill, bayonet 
practice, field signals, commun1CJIIOill>, gu.~rd dulle.., r<'COMaiSSance by 
day and night and .nap shooting ilnd t.1rgct pr.1ct1ce. 

The extreme daily tempcratur<'l> mon1tor<<d during january 1945, up to 
46•C, meant that the maintenance of weapons had to be undertaken at 
night. ln February, two shifts commenced carrying out maintenance, with 
day and night shirts alternating every wll(:k. Technical work of this 
nature was completed during Apral, thus cnJbling normal routine to be 
followed thereafter. 

Two surveyors visited the unit on 4 May 1945 to carry out a ~urvey of 
the unit, which wa~ compiCil>d on IS May. On the 17th, firebreaks were 
burned along lm("S advised by the &urvcyor.. 

Official notification or till' llll(>ntion to dasband the UJlll wa~ received 
on 24 May 1945. Four days later Fhght St•rgcant Eden Jert for Breddan 
to examine the site where 11 wa' proposed to store aU stoc~ from 
19 Replemshing Centre. lie returned With th<> advac<> that the Brcddan 
site was qu1tc unsu1tablc for opcrallonal >lock. 

To demonstrate th<> unat'' apprec1at1on or th•• hosp1Jality gi\•en by the 
people or Richmond, a d01ner and dance was gi\'cn m thear honour on 
27 June 1945. 

At the end of th<> War, the ~tr<'ngth of 19 Rcplcrushmg Centre 
comprised one officer and 43 other ranks 81 
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With the end of the War, the whole issue of the disposal of chemical 
weapons had to be re-examined. During No\'Cmber six airmen were 
atroched to 3 Centrnl Rescrw, where a successful experiment was carried 
out to destroy 'Y' by fire. Flight Lieutenants P.F. Trompf and W.M. Myers 
.unvcd from Melbourne on 9 December to >Up.!rvise the dispos,,J of 
chemkal weapons by fire. The first drums were destroyed by fire on 
L2 December 1945, the last on the 20th. Eight further 'bums' took place 
commencing on 9)anuary 1946, completing the destruction of chemical 
weapons containing 'Y' agent. On 15 January the hrst release of phosgenc 
took place, and on the 18th, the last-aJJ the phosgene gas on the base 
was then destroyed. 111e final task was completed on 23)anuary, when 
all the residue was heap•'<! together dlld igmted. 

111e next few days were spent cleamng the unit area, wh1ch was 
handed over to civiUan caret.lkers on 9 February. 11lc remaining 
members entrained for Townsville, and the unit was officially dil,banded 
at that city on 19 February 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
30 October 1943 -Flymg Officer W.M. Myers 
8 November 1945 -Flying Officer C.K. Moginu' 



1 STORES DEPOT 

16 October I 939 

I May 1940 
2 July 1945 

25 June 1993 

Suf!icir••ey Crt'nl~ Cf!icimcy 

Cll RONOLOGY 
-formed as I Equtpment Depot, RAAF 

Sandrtdge at flShermens Bend, Vic. 
-re-named I Stores Depot, RAAF S.mdndge 
-.•dv.•nce p.trty raiS(.'(! the RAAF Ensign at 

the Totlenham "'te 
- unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
The unit was fom•ed at Fishermctl!> Bocnd on 16 Octob~r 1939 as 
I Equipment Depot (lED), RAAF S.1ndridgc. wtth Squadron Leader 
J.F.S. Murray appointed Ofllccr-ln-Charge of the Fishcnncns Bend site. 
The Depot was l001tcd in the t>ort Mclbou rne docklands Mea. 

The first receipt of stoct.. n11d p.-rsontu:l c.tmc from I Aircroft Depot 
(lAD), RAAP Laverton. I Equipment Depot tnthally wu~ rc•ponstblc for 
the receipt, storage and Issue of clo~"ng, barrolcks stor('S and ~'<luipment 
in several group classes, together wtth publicatio~ from I Aircraft 
Depot. The Depot became a !>eparatc untt on 18 Dc>cember 1939, and in 
the following May wa' r<~nnmed I Stores Depot (ISO), RAAF Sandndge. 

At the height of the War, I Stores Depot controlled 47 sites tn Victoria. 
This aspect became a concem to the Department of Air hierarchy. 
Consideration was given by the War Cabtnet to acquue •wlable land m 
the Melbourne suburbs of Sunbury, Yarravtlle or Braybrook for the 
buildmg of another stores depot. The unt t was to be known as 5 Stores 
Depot and would a1m to m~tthe growmg demands by the RAAF on the 
supply system. 83 



A Requosition for Property was s•sned on 21 August 1943 and lhe 
Tottcnham site, located in the Braybrook area, was acquired from the 
Victorian Government Railways for 03 650 ($67 300). In U1e fc>llowing 
June, the Minister for Air, Mr A.S. Drakeford, recommended to the War 
Cabmct the allocation of 032 !50 ($664 300) for the construction of 
facilities on U1e site. lluilding commenced in July 1944; however, b)• 
War's end only 75 per cent of the work had been completed. On 2 July 
1945, the RAAF Ensisn was raised at the Tottenham site for the first time. 
The ad vance party of one officer and 10 airmen marked the stn rt of an 
association with the local community that would last 48 years. 

Over the next few years, the Fishem1ens Bend site was clc>sed and 
serv1ces re-located to the Depot's 'new home', some 8 miles away in the 
western suburbs, under the command or Group Captain C.C. Probert. 
During the post-war period, a great strau1 was placed on the limited staff 
of 240. who had to contend with handling stores associated with 
demobilisation of war servicemen, and the receipting of equipment from 
as far away as Japan. The Depot mannu1g level was a far cry from the 
1030 on strength durmg the height of it!> wartime operations-when three 
shifts were bemg rostcred . On average, l Stores Depot mamtamed a 
manrung of 550 service and civilian personnel over the years, r~-ducing to 
approximately 100 at the time of closure. 

During early 1962, consideration was given to re-locating 1 Stores 
Depot to RAAf Base L..werton. This situation remained unclear unttl 
April when the Air Officer Commanding Support Conunand confirmed 
that the Depot would remain at its present site indefinitely. 

In August of the same year the RAAF Police Dog Training Centre was 
formally established at 1 Stores Depot. This facility was the forerunner to 
those operated by the Victorian Police Force and Corrections Depart· 
mcnt. The s.1mc section also played a crucial role in the establishment of 
the Papua New Guinea Police Dog Squad. 

The Depot prided itself on the ' 'an<>us types of supply, National 
Service, Police Dog, WRAAF, tailor, RAAF quality and selected {>cfcnce 
training that were conducted on site since its formation. In ilie latter 
years of unit operaHons the Supply Training School was responsible for 
supply officer and several aim1an training courses. TI1c school re-located 
to RAAF Base Wagga in Docember 1992 and was incorporated into the 
RAAf School of Clerical and Supply Train1ng (RAAFSCST). Thus ended 
a link with training at the Depot that had lasted since the 1940s when the 

84 first supply officer course was conducted. 



1 Stores Depot lx'Camc lh~ spcctallSt stock holding depot for a number 
of items, mcluding hoses, bearings, stationery and clothing. The advent 
of the computer age in the early 1980s meant an upgrade in stores 
handling which greatly ilS~lSted Depot P"rsonnel m ensuring that stock 
was properly located in the varoous warehouses, and ISSues effected m a 
time! y manner. 

With the advent of 1989 so dawnl'<l the 50th Ann1versary of the 
formation of the Depot. A hmc capsule was unveiled o~t the urut by the 
Commanding Officer, Croup Captam C.A. Makin; the Depot's right of 
exercising its Freedom of Entry to the C1ty of Sunshme was performed in 
November; and several other Depot ~1al ad1V1hes were held Prior to 
Depot closure the tame capsule was re-pos1lloned to outs1dc the 
RAAFSCST facility, and will be opened on 16 October 2039. 

In 1991 I Stores Depot Dnll Team was formed, prcsentmg parades in 
several country towns wh1ch had enjoy•'<~ lmb with the RAAF over the 
years. The drill team performed m c1thcr World War I Australian Flying 
Corps or current uniforms and, together with favourable comment, 
revived mcmones wherever they exhibited 

The last few years of Depot operahons ""w several awards bemg won 
by the unit. In 1990, the Depot was honoured with the Hawker Siddeley 
Trophy, and in the following year won the Director of Ca tering Services 
Trophy. Two years later, I Stores Depot lxocamc the fJrSt Defence 
estabUshment to win an award (lligh Commenda tion) 1n the Australian 
Quality Awards, which recognised the bucccssful introduction of Total 
Quality Management practices Into the Depot operations. TI1ese, along 
with several T1dy Town, Defence Productivity and sporting awards 
reflect proudly on the cHorts of a ll who have been associated with 
1 Stores Depot. 

A Ministerial announcement was mnde tn June t991 to close the entire 
Depot on 25 june 1993. Under the command of Croup C>ptain C.M. 
Smith persormel effectively ach1cved this task. Six closure functions were 
hdd between April and May 1993, commcncmg with a closure dtning-in 
night. Other functions 10cluded a Frcroom of Entry to the Gty of 
Sunshine parade, where the Depot was honoured w1th parading th.e 
Queen's Colour for only the th1rd hmc; a clo:.urc parade where the first 
Commanding OHiccr of I Stores Depot wa~ present; and an all ranks ball 
for 600 P"'Ple. At this final function, a pamung depicting various aspects 
of I Stores Depot was unvetled The pamhng. now part of the RAAF Art 
Collection. IS on permanent loan to RAAFSCST. Sunilar to the advance 85 
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party in 1945, a working party of rive per:.onnel under the command of 
Flight L1cutenant C.T. Clark~ remained unlll early August 1993to finalise 
any outstanding matters related to the disbandment of I Stores Depot. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
October 1939 
July 1940 
August 1942 
August 1946 
Augll!>t 1950 
April 1951 
April 1953 
February 1955 
Julv 1956 
July 1958 
October 1960 
December 1962 
September 1963 
O..>cember 1965 
O..>cember 1969 
January 1971 
June 1971 
March !974 
May 1976 
january t'JSO 
January 1981 
February 1983 
February 1985 
December I 986 
January 1988 
january 1990 

-Wing Commander J.F.S. Murray 
-Group Captain T.R. Marsden 
-Group Captam J.F.S. Murray 
-Group Captain C.C. Probert 
-Group Captain W.O. Mason 
-Group Capta1n l. Yeaman 
-Group Captain ).F. Lawson 
-Group Captain). Martin 
-Group Captam E.A. jackson 
- Wu1g Commander D.R. McKendry 
-Group Captain G.P.S. Thomas 
-Group Captam I. Yeaman 
-Group Captain G.K. Graham 
-Group Captain D. H. Boucher 
-Group Captain A.G. Simpson 
-Wing Commander ).W. Feam 
-Group Captam K.T. Casey 
-Group Captam K.i\.). Rogers 
-Group Captam C.). Fagan 
-Group Captain A.L. Fum iss 
-Group Capta111 T. Holyoakc 
-Group Captain B.). Noonan 
-Group Captain P.C. Newton 
-Group Captain A.J.M. Spooner 
-Group Captam C.A. Makin 
-Group Captain C.M. Smith 
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2 STORES DEPOT 
Fntgcs /11 Ttmporr Frmdo 

(We Dcltf.lfr tlu• C(l(ld:. Wlrrrr Rrqmrcd) 

29 july 19~0 
3 June 1946 
9 November 1953 

July 1975 
12 September 1977 
1994 

CIIRONOLOGY 
-formed at W3terloo, NSW 
-moved to Rcg<'nts Park. NSW 
--0 Stores Depot dc.bandcd 3nd absorbed 

mto 2 Store;, Depot, Detachment '0', 
Dubbo 

-<onstnactlon of Wal'\!hou:.e 40 commenced 
-Chester Hill accommodation completed 
-Depot dasbandl'<l 

NARRATIVE 
2 Stores Depot was formed at Waterloo on 29 july 1940, when soc 
buildings in Elizabeth Street were t.akcn over from Borthwrck's Pamt and 
Varnish Factory. 

During the early part of 1944, tnstruchons wen~ assued to disguise 
RAAF buildings to tool lake commcrcral farm:.; the name 'Marlin's 
Comer' was painted on the front of 2 Storel> Depot's headquarters 
building m honour of Wing Commander jack Marlin, the Commanding 
Officer. 

Dunng 2-5 November 1944, a team VISited the Depot to asccrtam 
reqwrements for the mlroduclron of accountmg machines, and the first 
48 National Cash Register 'book-keeping' machines, for dastnbution to all 
stores depots, amvcd on 8 july 19~5. 

An addabonal task dunng Dl'Cember 19+1 wa" to provade supply 
support to both the Royal Navy Acet Aar Arm 3nd Royal Air Force 87 
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elements tn the area, both ol wh1ch were begmning a budd-up ollorces 
in Australia. 

Forklift traming began in March 1945, and was carried out by the 
Department of Supply and Shipping. as the RAAF did not yet possess the 
capability to train their own opera tors. 2 Stores Depot rl>cCivcd its first 
thre-e lorklllts on loan from the Department of Supply and Shipping 
during April1945. 

At the end of the War, the Depot ~lrength wns 21 office~. 321 airmen, 
thre-e W AAA F officers and 122 aim•omen. There were also 
supernumeraries: 30 radar operators, 14 recorders and 16 alrcrew, givlng 
a total unil strength ol527 personnel. 

On 22 May 1946, the former US Army Subsistence Depot site and 
buildings at Regents Park were handed over to the RAAF. The first of 696 
vehicle loads of s tock left Waterloo lor Regents Park on 3 june 1946. TI1c 
Depot headquarters was established at Regents Park on I 1\ugust 19-16. 

Regents Park compriSed 13 libro clad Liberty sheds-50 called 
because each one could hold the contents of a wartime 'uberty' shop. 
2 Stores Depot's domestic accommodation was first established att RAAF 
Ban~town before mov1ng to Chester Hill on 12 S<•ptember 1977. 

Following the end of the War, the maJor part of the Depot's work was 
coll<><ting and disposing of surpltiS equopm~>nl and >lOCk. However, this 
changed a t the end ol1948 when it was tasl.ed with supplying, preparing 
.u1d packing the initial supplies and stores for the build-up of RAAF 
Momote (one of the most Important bases established outside Australia 
in the Idle 1940s). 

Early in 1949, to overcome a short.>ge of storage space, approval was 
given to transfer a nun1bcr of Bellman hangars from former RAA F base:. 
to Regents Park. On 8 February 19~9 a party It'll to dismantle five 
hangars at RAAF Tcmora Eoght more hangars were alsu brouglht bnck 
from RAAF Uranquinty. Another party went to 10\AF Evans Head to 
dismantle n1orc Bellman hangars. 

The Depot •uflered a severe b low on 12 October 1949 when a lire 
totally destroyed the headquarters buildmg. dL'Spotc the efforts of fore 
brigade units from Aubum, Bankstown, Liverpool, l'arramatta and 
Stanmore, who attended to assist the RAAF firemen. 

Construction of the replacement headquarters buolding !malty began 
on 20 July 1953, but it was not until 30 April 1954 that the headquarters 
was able to move into ils new building. 



Being a ·spht' un.t, with the working area at Regents Park and the 
domestic area at RAAF Bankstown, there was duficully in providing the 
living·in members with thetr midday ml'al. In order to overcome the 
problem, a feas•btlity study was conductl'd, resulting 111 a field lutchen 
being set up at Regents Parks on 16 April 1951 to supply three-<out'Sl' 
rmdday meals. 

The fir.;t 43 National Servtce trainl'l'S amvl'd on 30 July 1951 to begm 
their RAAF training. 2 Stores Depot continued to tram National Service 
trainl'l'S until II March 1954. 

During October 1951, 2 Stores Depot was tasked w1th transporting 
20 Mustang aircraft from the naval wharf at Rydalmcre to s torage at 
Regents Park. The absence of s~ific: direction .tbout where the 
Mustangs were to go resulted in 2 Stores Depot personnel having to 
guard them at Rydalmcre for three weeks. 

2 Stores Depot provided help on 7 May 1952., when 10 people were 
killed in a train accident at the Berala station. An ambulance and medical 
orderly were despatchl'd, as weU as oxyacetylene equtpment and 
operator, for rescue work. In addition, the Depot ml'dkal officer, 
although only part-tune, attendl'd and provtded ml'dtcal ;ud to the 
victuns. 

Further assiStance was gwen to the ovil commumty on 26 November 
1953 when Depot firemen and fire-fighting trucks Wl're called out to 
assist in fighting a lire in the Dussek Brothers paint factory in Clapham 
Road. It was mainly due to the efforts of the RAAF firemen that a cottage 
adjacent to the burning factory was saved from destruction. 

During the major floods in February 1956, about 2SO members from 
RAAF Richmond were attached to the Depot while the roads and railway 
were cut off and the water supply was restored to the base. About a 
further 100 civthans flooded out of thetr homes were also accommodated 
in thl' Ba.n.kstown quarters between 10 and 12 February. 

Early In 1959, the tntroduction of the Arnerican/Bntt!.h/Canadian 
Supply Classiricabon (ABCSC) idenbficatton system mto the RAAF 
cau:.ed a coru.tdcrable workload for the Depot. A;, well as RAAF 
idenhfied 1tems, there were also USAF and USN tdcnhhcahon numbers 
used by the RAAF. 

The first Seatainer to arrive at a RAAF unit was I'<'CCI\'l'<l at Regents 
Park on 30 June 1967. At that time the concept of usmg shtppmg 
containers was revolutionary, and as such the unpackmg or 11 was 
witnessed by representatives (rom the RAN, RAAP Mov<>ment Control 89 
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and the WILH·Wilhenson Shippmg Company. TI1e 20-foot container held 
430 ind ividual packages and cases, and these were cmpt1ed out in 
approxinlatcly 50 minutes. 

On 25 October 1971, a preliminary survey was made t)f cabling 
rcqUirt•menls for the introduction of the ma.in mini--computer system. The 
first mini-computer, printers and auxiliury t•quipment arrived a t U1e 

Depot in March 1975. 
Followmg the devastation of Darwin by Cyclone Tracy on Christmas 

Eve 1974, 2 Stores Depot responded immediat<.>ly to provide emergency 
rehef. Despite the Depot being on stand-down at the time, personnel 
r~ported for work to volunteer their services. Those that were accepted 
for work formed a Darwin Disaster ActiVIty group, and a group of Depot 
personnel worked through the first crucial days and nighls, in liaison 
with civ1l organisations, to get urgently needed equ1pment, food and 
supplies ready for transportation to the stricken city. In addition to th1s 
work, RAAF Depot and cJVlhan persormel raised $1366.88 by collection 
for the relief funds. 

The City of Bankstown granted 2 Stores Depot the 'Freedom of the 
City' on 14 August 1981. 

On 26 August 1987, the Depot was presented with the Governor· 
General's Banner by the then Governor-General, the lught Honourable 
Sir Ninian Stephen. 

I' IJ.JlJ1ing for Warehouse 40 began in April 1972 whPn a Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works r~o-commcndcd the con~truction of 
" modern wa~housc at Regents P.:1rk. Conslruction commenced in July 
1975, when onc·th~rd of Warehouse 5 and oil IJf BUIIdmg I()') wNe 
demolished to ma ke room. Warehouse ~0 was such an ndv,>nce in 
materi.ll storag11 and handling tltat kt>en intcn.'St in it w.1s ~hown by civil 
industry. 

Dtscuss1ons first began on 20 May 1969 to forma lly dcvel"p Chl'Ster 
Hill as Ule Depot barracks area. Once th<' Chester H ill project was 
initiated, routine maintenance on the buildings at RAAF Bankstown 
came to a halt However, it was to be a further three years before Chel>ter 
Hill wos hnally <.lCcup1cd by the RAAF. 

On 12 September 1977, the Chester Hill complex was completed and 
officially handed over to 2 Stores Depot. Following the hand-over, 
transfer of all faclliues from RAAF Bank>town began. Movement of 
pei'S()nnel wots completed on 18 October 1977, 01nd of equipment on 
260ctober. 



The pcrsonm•l of 2 Stores Depot were mformed of th~ di'Cosion to close 
the Depot m four years time at a special parade held on IS june 1990. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
29 july 19~0 
I june 19~2 
4 October 19-13 
I May 1944 
29 january 1945 
22 July 19•16 
12 November 1948 
27 May 1949 
14 May 1951 
16 November 1951 
28 October 1954 
21 July 1958 
21 June 1960 
13 Ma~h 1961 
8 February 1963 
22junl' 1965 
8 August 1967 
27 May 1970 
16 July 1973 
12 Scptcmbl!r 1974 
Februa ry 1976 
February 1978 
9 January 1980 
13 Fl'bruary 1982 
17 January 1984 
18 September 1986 
9 january 1987 
7 June 1989 
29 January 1990 
2 July 1991 

-Croup Captatn R. Chnstac 
-Wing Commander W.O. Mason 
-Wing Commander J. Marton 
-Wing Commander R.H Rule 
-Wing Commander ).6. King 
-Wing Commandl'r C.N. IJlnke 
-Wing Commander I. Yeaman 
-Wing Commander K.E. Campbell 
-Wong Commander A.S. Wood gat<' 
-Croup Captain C. G. Cleary 
-Group Captaon O.L Swoftl' 
-Croup Capt.un W.J. Stutchbury 
-Group Captatn W.O. Mason 
-Group Captain Lj.K. Holten 
-Group Captain H.T. Morgan 
-Croup Captain T.J. Andrade 
-Group Captam J. M.tnn 
-Group Captain E.M C.trroll 
-Group Capt.un S.R. What<> 
-Group Captain W.R. Wade 
-Group Captain E.j. Freeman 
-Group Captain R.R.Y. Candy 
-Group Captain LJ. Tindal 
-Group Captain M.F. Landen 
-Group Captam P.O. Roughan 
-Group Captam J.R. Oockson 
-Croup Captain G.K. Pollard 
-Croup Captam A.R. Rl'nfr.-e 
-Group Captain M.C. Cok'!. 
-Group Captain D.C. Payne 
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3 STORES DEPOT 

CHRONOLOGY 
2 June 19·11 -formed in Brisbane. Qld 
24 September 1948 -disbanded at Cannon Hill, Qld 

NARRATIVE 
3 Stores Depot (350) was formed m Brisbane woth Squadron L<!adcr 
!.G. Watkins as the first Commanding Orlicer. It was origina lly intended 
that the Depot occupy the Brisbane Showgrounds. Instead. the Depot's 
chief equopme.nt officer. Squadron Leader). Martin, surveyed the Brisbane 
City Council Eltoctricity Supply building. near the comer of Gregory 
Terrace and Victoria StTect, to ascertain its suitability for us<! as a stortos 
depot Having found the building suitable, the ad\'i\nce party arrived on 
22 May. The Commanding Ofliccr arrived next day and, on 2 june 19•lt, 3 
Stores Depot opened with five o((icers and 9~ airmen. The interior of the 
building was divided into different areas by en.'Cting wire netling. prior to 
the arrival of the Depot's first stocks on 17 )uM. Living· in acmmmodallon 
was on two latge provate houses on Gregory Terrace-the W AAAP 
personnel housed in 'Wybenie' and the airmen in 'Grangehill'. 

On 10 September 1941 a 1500 square metre building in Woellsby Street 
at New Farm was taken over from Austral Motors. Because thas was 
o.nsuffocwnt to meet the growmg storage requirements, a 6.8 hectate 
building site located at Eagle Farm wa:, taken over in January 1942 for 
construction of additional stores and oHice accommodation. 

E.1rly in 1942.3 Stores Depot was tasked with carryong out a survey of 
Inland areas In order to find a suitable site for anoU1cr stortos depot. ·n,c 
boml:nng of Townsville and the shelling of Newcastle and Sydney had 
made it omperahvtl to locale depots away from the coast. The 
Commanding Officer and Squadron Leader Marlm ll'i\velled to Galton. 
Toowoomba, Oakey and Dalby and a site at Drayton (Toowoomba) was 
recommended, resulting in the establishment of 7 Stores Depot at the site. 

Two year> after it:. formation, it was decided that 3 Stores Depot 
specoaUse on non·techmcal items only. Accordmgly. technical groups 
were transferred to 7 Stores Depot. 

During 1943. 3 Stores Depot managed the RAAF nur:.lng ~taH and 
patient admis.,ions and discharges from 112 Australian Gcner.11 Hospotal 



and 126 Australo;m Special Hospttal. This contmued until 1944, when the 
Brisbane Medical Umt was formed to take over the responsibtltty. 

In May 1944, two new buildmgs were constructed ~t Vtctona Park and 
two other butldtngs constructed by the Wool Comrmttl>e at Hedley Park 
were taken over on 21 June 1944. At the .arne time a pro~rty at Breakfast 
Crecl..-'1 lamilton'-was taken O\'er from an Anny antJ-atrcraft company 
for usc as the Ollic:er's Meo.s. 3 Stores Depot'~ Motor Transport Repatr 
SectiOn was formed at Lang Park in August 1941 by transfernng tt from 3 
Aircraft Depol The Depot continued to e>.pand and, toward the end of 
J;muary 1945, the h~adquarters moved in to the John McGrath building in 
Wickham Street. Fortitude Valley. By this hme a round trtp to aU the 
various e lement• of the Depot required a joun1ey of more than 
50 kilometres. 

At the end of the War, 3 Stores Depot took over a former US motor 
pool site at Eagle Fann, ;md this was followed by tnkmg over the US 
heavy earthmovmg and machinery storage sth.' at Cannon Htll ;md three 
'igloo' hangars at Breakfast Creek. 

Early Ill 1946 ll was deoded to de,•elop the Cannon Hill sttc as a 
central depot area and for domestic accommodation. even as the wind 
down of 3 Stores Depot began to take effect Worl.. commenced on 
upgradmg the barracks quarters at Cannon Hill on 4 !Rccmber 1946, and 
these were occuptcd on 26 February 1947. Outlying elem<•nL• of 3 Stores 
Depot were vacated, but there was some problem wtth '..quatters' forcing 
their w.ty into tl1e remote sites and at various times they occupied the 
Victoria Park camp area, Number I site at Cannon Hill and Number 4 
site at Eagle Farm. Victoria Park was vacated on 17 June 1947. 

Toward the end of t947 prcparatiot\S for the disbandment of 3 Stores 
Depot began wtth the issue of all stock holdings to 7 Stores Depot. 
3Storcs Depot was offictally disbanded on 24 September t948. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
2 June 1941 
I NOV('mber 1944 
16 October 1945 
I February 1946 
6 September t 946 
7 July t947 

-Squadron Leader I.G. Watktns 
-Wmg Commander LJK. Holt<>n 
-Wing Commander GS. Anderson 
-squadron Leader F.H. Tuck well 
-Wing Commander I. Yeaman 
-Flight LieutenantS. Gotto 
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4 STORES DEPOT 

C H RONOLOGY 
19 January 1942 -advance party assembled at military drill 

hall, East Perth, W A 
17 March 1942 -moved into Maylands site 
19 November 19.\5 -unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
Followmg the outbreak of War in 1939 the RAAF strength ;., Western 
Austratia began to increase, accelerating wtth the japanese U1reat to U1c 
north-west. To support Lhl" operational build·up, two stores depots were 
to be formed in Western Australia, one of these being 4 Stonos Depot 
(4S0), whteh was to be the area specialist depot for non-technical 
l!(jUtpment. 

The advance party to form 4 Stores Depot assembled .11 a mihtary drill 
hall in Lord Street, East Perth, on 19 january 1942. Flight Lieutenant (l.1ter 
Squadron Leader) I.D. Macinnes was the Officer-in-Charge of the 
advance party, and tile first Commanding O£ficer was Wing Commander 
C.V.N. Hart. 

While proposed Sties at both Narrogtn and Merredin were inspected, 
the 4 Stores Depot nucleus remained in the Lord Street drill hall for 
sevcrul weeks until t!Victed at a moments notice, then moved into .1nothcr 
drill hall in Ea>t l'crth. The utut was aga.in evicted from thi~ hall ~hortly 
afterwards. but fortunately by thts Lime the new depot s•te had been 
organised. 

Eventually, the Depot was located in the McKay Mass~y liarrls 
butldlng in Whatley Crescent, Maylands (an eastern Perth "uburb). This 
was taken over on 17 March 19·12, but there were tntha l problems as only 
about half (some 3000 square metres) of U1e total bluldmg ar<>n was 
available for the RAAF. lllC remainder w.ts used by the original bui lding 
owners to store! their tractors. 

After ovcrcommg considerable initial ddficulty m adnptmg the 
butlding for administrative acrommodaUon, the Depot headquarters sta ff 
all moved to Maylands. Another part of the Depot, comprising 
workshops dnd rnessL'S, was later located m Caledonian Avenue, 
Mnylands. 



An advance p~rty of 2 1 members, w1t.h Flight L1cutenant I'. B. Jclbart 
as OHicer-m-Charge and Flying Officer M. Thon>son, were posted from 
4 Stores Depot on I January 19~3 to form 10 Stores Depot at Men'edin. 

Like other stores depots during the war years, 4 Stores Depot initially 
occupied several remote Sitt-s around Perth, 'uch as the Kaut1 Tunber 
Company bu1ldmg at lOth Avenue, Mayland~ and one m Wright Street 
for clothmg. Ongomg alteration to the Massey Hams bwldmg eventually 
enabled some of these remote siti.'S to be ''acated, and stock brought into 
the Maylands building on 30 September 19-13. Some of the Depot's bulk 
storage was actually at 10 Store;, Depot at Metl'edm as 4 Stores Depot was 
short of storage space. 

The Kauri Tunber Company bu1ldmg was cleart'<l and handed over to 
4 Central Recovery Depot (4CRD), which formed an advance party there 
on 13 April 1944 as Detachment 'C', 4 Central Recovery DepoL 

Other construction earned out at the Maylands s1te was a new 
administration block. completed on 8 December 1943. It was also planned 
to construct two BcUman hangars on s1te for 1ncreased storage; later this 
proposal was amended to two 'woolshed ' type bu~dmgs. However, 
neither of these were ever bu1lt. 

4 Stores Depot had no domcst1c accommodation on the Depot, with 
airmen generally lwing out-either Dl home for those coming from Perth 
or in private accommodation. However, becai.IM! the Depot strength 
never axceeded 24 1, Its peNIOnncl were able to be accommoda ted locally 
with a minimum of difficulty. Lntcr a large pnvate building. called the 
'Gables', was taken over to accommodate the WAAAF. 

There was one "'c1dcnt involving fraud over the supply of clearung 
rags. Cleaning rags were all supplied from the eastern States, and 
payment was made bolscd on the weight delivered to the milway station. 
At the tin1e, the rtoceipt~ scclion blaff were having considerable difficulty 
in reconciling the weight of the bales receiVed w•th the we•ght recorded 
on acceptance at the eastern States railway statiOn. The bales received in 
Perth were always much hghtcr. First 1nves11gallons were based on the 
premise that cleamng rags were bcmg stolen en route. It was only when 
one of the bales caught fire from spontaneous combustion that an 
explanation was found. The supplier had worked out that it could 
increase the weight of each bale by wetting the rags before delivery to the 
railway station. The tra1n JOurney from Victona would normally take 
several weeks, and this would be suffiCient for the bali.'S to dry out. 95 
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4 Stores Depot wns handicapped regarding the service it could 
provide, as w,>stcm Australia did not have much local industry at the 
time. V~rtually all manufactured goods had to come from the eastern 
St .. tes, with the attendant transportation delays of that time. 

Ncar the end of the War, 4. Stores Depot formed the Ccntml Footwear 
RepalJ' Section to effect shoe and boot repau-s for all or the Perth units, 
including those as far away as Busselton and Gerald ton. 

During May, ten 7.6m ~ 7.6m huts were acquired and erected in the 
Depot domesllc area compound to ,,lleviate chronic storage problems. 
The first two huts were completed m June 1945. 

Immediately following the end of the War, it \Vas decided that most of 
4 Stores Depot's stocks would be transfem.>d to Merredln. Remaining 
stock was transferred to 1•1 Stores Unit m Adelaide, and th1s was 
completed on 30 September 1945. 

4 Start'S Depot was disbanded on 19 November 1945, becoming the 
first depot to disband at the end or the War. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
19 January J 942 
20 May 19·13 
7 January 1944 
5 March 1945 
18 September 1945 

-Wing Commander C.V.N. Hart 
-Squadron (..(>ader LJ.T. Walton 
-squad ron (..(>ader A.D. MacFarlane 
-squadron Leader P. McDougall 
-FLight Lieutenant F.A. Malloch 



6 STOR.ES DEPOT 

1 December 1942 
4 December 1942 

9 November 1953 

Cl I RONOLOGY 
- lonned as a nucleus at Waterloo, NSW 
- moved to Oubbo, NSW 

-Depot diSbanded and refonned into 
2 Stores Depot, Detachment '0', Oubbo 

NARRATIVE 
6 Stores Depot was fonned in nucleus at 2 Stores Depot, Waterloo, 
Sydney, on 1 December 19-12, with 1ts advance party personnel moving to 
Oubbo by train on 4 December 19~2. 

The 45-hectare ( 110-acre) 6 Stores Depot sate was located on the south­
eastern side of the townsh1p of Oubbo. Five igloo hangars, some Bellman 
hangars, a 'Rabual' design storehouse, plus other smaller buildings were 
constructed on the Depot site. 

Shortly after its lonnahon, 1t was decided that 6 Stores Depot would 
relieve some of the storage difficulties at 2 Stores Depot. Accordingly, 
'H' group was transferred to 6 Stores Depot on 2 August 1943, followed 
by 'I' group on 16 August. By the end of August, 6 Stores Depot was 
also holding Anson, Wirraway, Moth, Seagull, Wackett, DH-84, Ryan, 
Catalina, Vengeance, Ventura and I Judson aircraft spa res. 

During its wartime life, the Depot was chronically short ol manpower 
to carry out Its mission, and considcmble overtime was necessary to 
overcome manning deficiencies. To supplement the normal base strength, 
technical and aircrew trainees were attached to 6 Stores Depot to assist in 
general duties while they were waiting to commence their various 
courses at other nearby RAAP bases. 

In the second half of 19~. the large igloo hangars had skylights 
installed to allow more natural light inside to Improve working 
conditions. (Skylights were not installed during construction because of 
blackout reqult'Cments.) Also an July 1~. a railway sidang was bwlt 
leading into the Depot grounds (actually passang through the end of two 
igloo hangars), and two Bellman hangars were erected for additional 
storage. Finally, toward the end of that year, overhead gantry cranes 
were installed in the igloo hangars 97 
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While not having the largest manning, 6 Stores Depot was the largest 
stores depot at the end of the War in terms of size and s tocl.. held. lA >spite 
the workload this imposed, the post-war strength was further reduced to 
the poU'It where operations of the Depot were severely curtailed. 

6 Stores Depot was the RAAF specialist depot for aircraft in.>truments, 
electrical, radio and r.lddr holdlJ'Igs ('C' and •y· groups) and 1t was th1s 
type of eqwpment which caused the major problems. Much of this 
equipment was cither English or American in origin, and was not 
identified in the RAAF vocabulary of s tores. These spares had been 
returned from the various RAA F radar s ta tions around Australia, 
disbanded squadrons which had operated American aircraft, and even 
from the RAF 300 Transport Croup which operated from Tocumwal. 
Lack of specia lised knowledge about these spares prevented them from 
being identified and processed for retention or dispos.1l. 

The first disp<>5al sale of surplus RAAF stock was held on 18 March 
1947. with disposal of the prcfabricnted huts following on 26 May. Other 
sales followed until the last unwanted equipment was disposed of. 

In February 1 9~9. work ,torted on establishing a Mobilisation Store at 
2 and 3 Sites, with the r.>ceipt of 'Q' group and 'L6' group/s•oction stocks. 
By October J 950, large number. of weapons were .1lso received for 
storilge. Tt>chn•cal stocks were clcar<.-d by issumg to other stores depots­
'H' ~:roup items were issued to 2 Stores [)('pot and 'N35' and 'N36' s tocks 
to I Stores [)('pot. 

At the bcgmnmg of 1951. a Dubbo Cow1try Flight of 12 Squadron wns 
formed. 6 Stores Depot was taskt-d with providing accommodation and 
;upport for the local fUght trainees. and •taff, •~ well a~ detachments of 
22 Squadron VISiting on their camps. TI1c first pi lots traming course 
commenced on 25 August 1951, using Tig~r Moth aircra ft flying from 
Dubbo Airport. 

Also m 1951, 6 Stores Depot became the fLrst stores depot to 
>UCCI?S>fully complete a post-war s tocktake. With the exception of ·c· and 
•y• groups. an accuracy of 90-95 per cent "'a.' obtained, which was 
immedmtcly challenged by the audit staff. However, recounts by the 
challengers confirmed the resu lts, much to the sallsfacllon of the [)('pot 
staff and management. 

Except for immediate!)• after the War, surplus s tock for disposal sale 
was packed and ISSued to a central s ite m Sydney. Howc\fer, from 1951 it 
was decided to hold sales lJ'\ s1tu at Dubbo. TI1ese were most successful, 



and con~idering that little packing and transport was requi.red, were 
L'COnOm1cal as w~JJ 

During the life of 6 Stores Depot. RAAF personnel contnbuted greatly 
to the social and busllless activities of Oubbo. RAAF members were 
encouraged to JOIIl sportlllg and service clubs, church groups and rultural 
activihes. In those early days, Dubbo did not have a town hall or sullable 
place to hold funchons, and the various RAAF messes arranged many 
functions to which the local people were invited. Var1ous Dubbo 
organisntions frequently approached the Depot to borrow tentage, tables, 
seating and such for functions. The Depot also provided I'<JUipmcnt for 
the annualtwo-wl-ek Legacy camp for about SO childre11 from the Sydney 
city suburbs. 

6 Stores Depot was disbanded on 9 November 1953 by reforming into 
2 Stores Depot, Detachment '0', Dubbo. TI1e main RAAF presence in 
Dubbo came to an end in 1992 when 2 Stores Depot, Detachment 'D', was 
disbanded along w1th the closure of the last three remallllllg stores 
depots. The Site was retamed as a tn-serv1ce storage fac•hty, and 11 IS 

expected that the RAAF w.U continue to have some manrung lllput along 
with Navy and Army, although it is probable that m06t of the staff will 
be cwiUans. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
I December 1942 
25 September 1943 
25 June 1946 
24 July 1946 
12 September 1950 
27 March 1953 
27 April 1953 

-Wing Commander D.A.J. Creal 
- WIIlg Commander P.M. Rickard 
- Wing Commander C.N. Olakc 
-squadron Leader B.W. Rourke 
-squadron Leader A.T. Mcllutchison 
-Squadron Leader S.E. Dale 
-Squadron Leader C.P. l..mc 
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7 STORES DEPOT 

1 january 1943 
15 September 1948 
9 October 1954 

17 December 1993 

I Bdit"W /11 Service 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at Nort.h Drayton, Qld 
-Port O.:t.achment, Brisbane, formed 
-Detachment 'A', Helidon, and Detachment 

'B', Kowguran, formed 
-Depot disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
7 Stores Depot wa; officially formed in nuclcu;, at 3 Stores Depot, on 
I january 1943, as a separate umt .v1t.h five officers and 79 other ranks. 
However, 11 was another four months before the airmen's barrncks hutS 
were f.nally completed allowing the airmen to move into them on 
12 April. The officers' and WAAAF's huts were completed next, on 
26 April 1943. 

The Uv.ng quarters had been laid out in accordance with what was 
called the 'village' plan to blend in with the surrounding town. To make 
the huts and bui lding;, look like l>uburban building;, allotmentS were 
marked out by fence posts w1th the external boundaries similarly treated. 

For camouOuge reasons, the start'S buildings and domestic 
accommodation were designed to appear as an extension of the town. 
Further camouOage effects were ac:hicved by adding extensions to lh" 
'igloo' hangars lo give the ends a wavy outline to Simulate U1e edge of a 
lake. Although not considered to be a serious measure at the time. 
anecdotal evidence in the 1960s revea led thai the ruse had actually 
worked. Thi• story was told to W .ing Commander Rod Brittain by his 
father, and is repea ted here: 



My father worked for th~ We<>turn Transport compllny in Toowoomba. Thi5 
company was port of the Great Weswm Company, and wu the local agent for 
Mazda ca.,. Ourong the 1960s, an e•ecuhvc from the Japanese parent company 
Koyo Kogo vosoto:'d the Toowoomba OI\Cn<y, and durong a brt'ak produced Ius 
own map marked with om.lmentallak<"', whoch he asked hJS hosts to take him 
to"""· However, no one knew of any lakes tn the Toowoombo area, and when 
th'" Japanese visitor'5 map was <ompan.od woth • town map ot wu calculated 
that the 'lakes' were supposedly sotu>ted where 7 Stol'l'> Depot wos. 

After beong taken to 7 Stores Depot and >eeonl\ the ogloo hangars. wluch he 
had thought were lakes whm _, from the alf, the vu;otor revealed that the 
map was made from onfonNbon ootaoncd whm he new • Japanese 
recotU1.1LSSan<e a~rcraft <Wer Tnowoomba dunng the war 

Accordmg lo Wing Commander Bnttam's father, the Japanese 
visitor's rt'Sponse to findmg out how they had been tricked was: 'If I had 
known that they were storehouses then, I might have dropped a few 
bombs'. 

During the latter part of 1944, consoderable garden planting was 
Wlderlaken in the barraclcs area. This gardening effort was helped by 
rt'gular rainfalls over the next few months. The interest in establishing 
and unprovmg the Depot's gard~ns continued, and '" later yeaiS the 
Depot competed in the industrial section of Toowoomba's gnrden 
competitions, winning on al lt>as l one occasion and .ochieving places in 
others. 

From late 1944, B-24 Liber.olor spMes began to arrove al 7 Stores 
Depot, creating additional workload for t}te ~laff. By December 1944 the 
amount of stock being rt-celvcd hod grown lo such an extenl that II 
n'quired three shifts working 24 hours ~ d~y lo open and unpack boxes 
and id<mtify items. 

During the period immediately after the War, 7 Sto= Depot, Like all 
other slores depots, began the huge task of processing surplus items for 
disposal. For the (irsl six months, nol only was l'quipm~nl received from 
disbanded units, bul spares in transit at the time of the War's end 
continued to arrive. These spares included 8-24 Lobera lor aircraft and 
Mustang span'S. B-24 spares were s tored wherever possible al 
Toowoomba, while the Mustang spares were stored in Wart'house 16 al 
Breakfast Creek, Bnsbanc. 

7 Stores Depot held ots ftrsl open day for the public on 24 May 1948. 
Several wart'housc sites and buildongs were opened for UlSpcction; a fire. 
fighting exercise was Staged; war dogs and the<r handlers put on a 10 I 
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demonstration; safety l'quipmcnt (parachutes, dinghk'S etc.) displ~yed; 
and radio and communications equipment was shown opcrnhng. In 
addition, three Mosquitos and one Mustang aircraft from Amberley 
stag~>d a 30-minute flying exhibition over the Depot. 

One of the f1rst acknowk>dgments of th<> contributions that 7 Stores 
Depot had made to the local comn>un1ty at Toowoomba occurred on 
19 November 1960, when the Depot took an actl\'e part in th~ celebrationh 
to mark the dty's centenary. Apart from Depot personnel attending 
functions as offic.al guests, a RAAF fi re truck and a Mustang a~rcraft on a 
low-Jo,>dcr trailer formed floats in the parade through the streets. 

The years 1961 and 1962 were particularly busy for the Depot. One of 
the fust maJOr projects was the rece•pt of P2V-7 Neptune spares from the 
US. wh•ch occurrt>d at the same ttmc as the disposal of aU Lmcoln aircr<tft 
and Merlin engine hpares commenced. Another task w~s the conversion 
from RAAF idenhfication numbers tn NATO Stock Numbers (called 
Amcncan/Bnt!Sh/Canadian Supply Classification, or ABCSC). Finally. 
in AugLISt 1962, a dt-cision was made to trnnsfcr a ll Canbcrrn spares from 
I Storeh O.,pot to 7 Stores Depot. These began to arrave during 
September. and the transfer was completed by April 1963. 

In january 1969, tl>e Police Dog Traming School was transfl.'rred from 
I Stores O.,pot to Toowoomba. Police Dog Training School training 
courses conducted at Toowoomba ranged from basic security guard 
courses to advanced secunty guard courses, scout dog courses and 
security guard re-teaming courses. Initially, training w.1s n-stnctcd to 
RAA F personnel, but was Ia ter t'Xpanded to include members from oth~r 
.erv1C...S and organ.,..l!on.. These included Naval Police, pnson warders, 
Austr.llian Federal f'olicc and Am1y. The l'olke Dog Training School 
eventually re-loca ted to RAAF Amberley during August 1986. 

7 Stones ~pot •va> granted the 'Fn'Cdom of the City' by the City of 
foowoomba on 8 May 1971, in recognition of tht> scrv1ce and support 
that the Oepot had contributed to the local commu1111y. Alter beu1g 
pn'>l'ntcd with a scroll rc'(ordlng this event a t the Godsall O•·at, Depot 
personnel ex.,-cised their new right and marched through the streets of 
Tt><>WO<>mba for the fifht time. 

During August J98<l. 7 Stores Oepot was the only depot to be nctJVcly 
involved wiU' re41r area activities as part of Uu~ ~Kangaroo 89' exercise 
conducted in the Nortl>crn Territory. 1l>e Oepot went onto alert status on 
11 July and, over the period 1- 18 August, ·enemy Kamarian' infiltrators 
and supportcrh earned out a number of cxercbes. 1l1csc romgl>d from 



delivering a sllt\ulated bomb to the (ront gate to hijacking a truck on a 
scheduled run away from the Depot, carrying out reconnaissance 
penetrations, and on one occasion attempting to lay a bomb at one of the 
buildings. There was even a pro-Kamari::m demonstration at the main 
entrance which prevented entry and exit to the Depot. 

During April 1990, serious Oooding occurred in westem Queensland, 
and the Depot was again called upon for assistance. 7 Stores Depot and 
1 Operational Support Unit provided an escorting convoy for Oood relief 
workers on 26 April. In addition, the gym on the Depot was made 
available for a relief goods collection centre and RAAP personnel worked 
long hours, together with Red Cross and Salvation Army members, 
packing goods. 

On 19 June 1990, the official announcement was made of the 
govemme.nt decision that all RAAF stores depots were to be closed 
down. As such, 7 Stores Depot was disbanded on 17 December 1993. 

In addition to the depot at Toowoomba, 7 Stores Depot had UlTCe 
detachments: Port Detachment, Brisbane; Detachmen.t 'A', HeUdon; and 
Detachment ·u·. Kowguran. The Port Detachment was formed from the 
residual 3 Stores Depot at Cannon HUI and the 5 Transport and 
Movements Office. Detachments 'A' and 'B' were formed from 3 Central 
Reserve at the Helidon and Kowguran sites. The Port Detachment was 
disbanded on 17 July 1958 and Detachment 'A' was disbanded on 30 june 
1960. All remaining RAAF equipment and the caretaker of Detachment 
'B' were wiU1drawn from the Kowguran site on 20 March 1957. 

COMMANDING OFFICEFtS 
I january 1943 

9 December 1943 
9 November 1944 
21 August 1945 
November 194B 
February 1950 
6 November 1951 
18 january 1954 
7 August 1956 
24 June 1958 
8 June 1959 
5 August 1963 

- Wing Commander I.). Watkins 
- Wing CommMder G.S. Anderson 
-Wing Commandc.r A.G. Atwill 

-Wing Commander I. Yeaman 
- Flight LicutenaJ11 J. Mann 
-Squadron l.eader J.R.W. Mcl.ean 
- Wing Commander C.P. O'Loughlin 
- Wing Commander M.L Macinnes 
- Wing Commander J. Martin 
-Wing Commander G.K. Graham 
-Wing Commander K.E. Campbell 
-Wing Commander B.L. Cleary 103 
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Ill ).tnuary l%5 
Jun<' 1%7 
120..-c"mtw 1%9 
12 ).1nuary 197J 
II f~bruJry 1975 
21 ).muary 1977 
II J~nu.ary 1980 
I! J.mu.uy I '182 
Apnl1984 
Ill Jun~ 1986 
21l j UO(' I 988 
J.unaary I 'I'll 
OdolK•r 1 '192 

- Wing Command~r I MJrtm 
-Wing Commander R Y C<~ndy 
-Wing Command<•r L.J. rn-.•man 
-Wing Command,•r PAl. Ul(l(>m 
-Willg Comm.md••r 1... O'Bm11 
-Wong Cornmaml"r J Ounnl' 
-Wing Command<•r A{, ll.arp,•r 
- Wang Command"r [' S. Akcll:k 
-Wmg Commandl'r M.S. IJr<~y 
-Wins Cornm.lndcr R 1.. Lon~land 
-Wing CornnMndt•r ItA lJrHt.un 
-Wcng Command"r 13$ lJa>hop 
-Wang Command"' J IJ Langk•v 



8 STORES DEPOT 

10 August 1943 
28-29 May 19-14 
28 February 1949 

Ci f RONOLOGY 
-fomll'd at Towru.volle. Qld 
- moved to Macr~n. Qld 
-Depot do~bandl"d 

NARRATIVE 
8 Stores Depot was ongonally to form on nucleus a; a separate urut on 
15 July 19-13. Howl'ver, as thl're wl're no p<>r..onnel avaolab1e at that time 
to man the new unot, the furmatoon was put bact... Accordingly, 8 Store>. 
Depot was formed at Townsvolle on 10 Augu;t 1943. 

The Depot was onotially to be a lodger urut of 13 Stores Unot at 
Townsville. However, an organosation memorandum dLreeted that 
8 Stores Depot was to .1bsorb the storage facihties (including bwldings 
under construction) and stnff of 13 Stor~ Unot on 20 September 1943. 
(13 Stores Unit was to be disbanded, with ots Thursday Island 
Detachment becoming 23 Aor Stor~>:> l'ark.) The fin.t Commanding Officer 
was Squadron Leader Kenneth A. MacKcnLoe. 

8 Stor£."S ~pot rcm:ti..ned iJ, rownsviiJ~ wh1lc a d~,.'Cision was made n:. 
to where it should bl' located. Origonal planning was for 8 Stores Depot to 
occupy a site at Hughendl'n, but because other units originally planned 
for that site were re-located elsewhere, this suggestion was dropped. 
Next. it was thought that 8 Stores Depot would remain in Townsville and 
occupy four new igloo hangar• under COOJ>truction there, enabling the 
existing scattered buoldings to be vacated. FonaUy. over 28-29 May 1944, 
the Depot r~locatcd to RAAF Macrossan airfield (23 lolometrcs north· 
cast of Charters Towl'rs, on the l'linders Highway and cast of the 
Burdekin Rover), lea,•ing a dctachmt'nt behond tn Townsville. 

Some e"pansoon of the Townsvolle dl'tachment conttnued, with 
additional railway reserve land bl'ong taken O\'Cr at the end of May 1944, 
several new building• conJ>truct~-d and a rdohv<iy siding laid into the 
cxp~nded sole. ThiS ~Liuwcd all of the remote elements to be centralised 
mto the one site. 

The matn 8 Stores Depot area was located on the northern side of the 
Macrossan aor-strip. Two larg~ wartom(' styl<' o~:loo hang.m., two Bellman 
hangars and three large storehou..._.., were on ''tc and a railway spur line I 05 



106 

was laid mto the Depot Domeshc accommodation wa• established a 
short distance away to the WE'5t of the Depot stte. 

Being what was considered a permanent RAAF base, Macro~san wa~ 
well laid out and organised. Also being a >tor~s depot, 1t was v~ry busy. 
but had a very ded1catcd team to handle this. 

In common with most 'pcm1anent' wartime w1ils (as opposed to 
mobile "'luadron> and such). 8 Stores Depot also ~stabli;hed vegetable 
g<~rdcns to supplement rations. However, the D.! pot went better than that 
and also nuscd chickens and l'5tab lishcd a piggcry in a remote comer of 
the area. As well as supplying fr<osh meal ral"ions for the RAAF. pork wa> 
also sold at 1/· per pound to eam funds forth~ u11it welfare. In addition 
to supplemcntmg rations, there was also a steady supply of suckling p1gs 
for supper when the Friday night danct'5 were held. 

OE!;.pitc the fact that the airstrip '''a> built for 10 Repair and Salvage 
Un1t, imllally 8 Stores Depot was rcspons1ble for actually maintammg the 
base austrip-evcn U1ough It was a non·flying U111l. T111s must surely be a 
r;..,t for any stores depot. F(lrtuna tely, 84 Squadmn was re-located to 
Macross.111 on 22 june 1944. n?l ic••ing 8 Stores Depot of this r11spon$ib11ity 
At vanous t1mes dunng its cx1stcnc<1, lhe Depot shored the base w1lh 
10 Rcp.lir and Salvage Unit, fW Squadron and 86 Squadron. 

During Augu>t 19-14, e lectric crane• '''"re iru.talled in the large igloo 
h.mgnrs for matcnal hand lmg. Also. to prcparl! the war11houses for 
>tOrugc, ~oml' 300 A m1y personnel from the local 5AARD were attached 
to 8 Stores Depot on 31 August 19·14. 1l1cy assembl•>d 2600 s teel racks for 
the ~toragc of equ ipment, and it b behevcd th.u 8 Stl>rL'S Dcpnl WttS the 
first stores depot to be provid~'<l w1th modem steel storage shdvmg. 

On 15 August, censorsh ip of private m,nJ for ;til servicemcn located 
below latitude 20 degn:cs ~ou lh C~itst-d. A1:. Macr();)S«n wa:> located ju!tl 
below this latitude, private mail was exempt from being c<'n~ort>d, 
although personnel >crvmg at Townsville sllll hnd to subm1l the1r mall 
for censorship as that unit "'"' 6-l kilometres north of latitude 20 degrees. 

At the end of the War, the Depot strength was 17 orncc"' .1nd 252 
other ranks. T11is remained staltc for 'evcral months, unti l cil•ilian staff 
began to repl.lcc th~ serviCe personnel. By the tim11 the Depot was 
diSbanded, it had 103 civi lians working tht>rc and only 29 RAAF 
personnel. 

II Store. Depot at Town,viJie wa> disbanded .md re-named 8 Store:. 
Depot Detachment 'B' on 22 Dl>cember 1945. Uy u,e end of December, 'Q', 
'L. and 'W' groups h,,d also been transferred from Townsville to 



Macros>an. Later, on 10 January 1946, 3 RepleniShing Centre at Charters 
Towers was t,lkcn over and re-named 8 Stores Depot Detachment 'C', 
T group storage area. 

The firs t Nahonal accounttng machmes were 1ru.talled m the Depot on 
16 January 1946, taking over the labour mtensivc task of recording s tock 
movements and balances on handwritten tally sh1..'Cts. 

For soml' hmc after the War ended, the Depot was shll mvolvcd m 
maintatntng all the :.tock assets, and budding and base tmprovcments 
continued. On 31 January 1946, an improved pumptng Installation was 
brought on line to pump water from the Burdekin River to the Oepot. 

llowever, preparations towards dl~bandmcnt began when holdings 
and issuing functions ceased on 20 April t9•16 to enable Uw Depot to 
concent rate on dispos.1 i aclivtlies. 

One of the RAAF's worst non-flying accidents occurred on the 
afternoon of 16 September 1948, when a semttratlcr betng used as a bus to 
tran~port living-out members and civilian s taff to and from Charters 
Towers crashed over the Burdekin River bndge whtlc on the way home, 
killing 13 cavthan employees. 

8 Stores Depot diSbanded on 28 February 1949. The rema111mg urut 
personnel, stock assets and buildings became IO(CR) Squadron 
Detachment 'C', while 8 Stores Oepot's T group :.tic a t Ch<trters Towers 
became 10 Squadron Detachment • A'. The Oet.lchmcnl • A' Charters 
Towers cxplosiws storage a rea conhnued to b{• used by RAAF 
Towtl.!,vi llc until 9 June 1960, when it was listed for di:.~al. 

COMMAN DING O FFICERS 
10 August 1943 
13 December 1945 
12 December 1947 

-Squadron Leader K.A. MacKerule 
-squad ron Leader F. Rust 
-Squadron Leader J.W. Taylor 
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9 STORES DEPOT 

10 August 1942 
21 October 1942 
7 October 1944 
I July 1949 

CHRONOLOGY 
-fom1ed at Daly Waters, NT 
-moved to Corrie, NT 
-t ransfcrred to Winncllie, NT 
-Depot disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
9 Stores Depot was formed at Daly Waters in th~ Northern Territory on 
10 August 1942 by taking over the stocks and personnel of the North­
Western Area Stores Pool. On fomlll tion, the Depot was to be responsible 
for supplymg 21 individual units (plus eight more in the process of 
formation) throughout the Northern Territory. 

The North-Western Area Store:. Pool was not an official unit but was 
onJy of a tempora ry na ture. For convenience it was administered by 
1 Repair <tnd Salvage Unit, but fwlcliontod separately from that ullit to 
manage the large quantity of >lores required to support the build-up of 
the RAAP in the area. When the main body of 1 Repatr and Salvage Umt 
r~Jocated to Manbulloo (west of Katherint?), the Stores Pool was left 
behind ill Daly Waters to continue carrying out the supply function until 
11 wa> fina Uy incorporated into 9 Stores Depot on 23 September 1942. 

When 9 Stores Depot was formed the planned loca tion of the Depot 
w.1s changed from Tennant Cn-ck to Birdum. A dismantled Bellman 
hangar held at Daly Waters was to be taken to Birdum and er.>cted to 
give, together wiU1 'stores tents', the nucleus of covered storage >pace for 
U1c Ocpol. This was again changed and beginning 21 October 1942 the 
Depot commenced to move north to RAAF Corrie. 

The RAAF itself built the Depot site. Camp roads were made, 
prefabricated metal framed Comet' huts built, o bore sunk to prov1dc 
wa ter, and a new headquarters building wa.s constructed. 

A railway siding to serve the Depot w,Js completed on 30 September 
1943. The Depot area was laid out in a way similar to a forw.lfd area 
operational base, rather than everything being neatly lined up. All roads 
were cu rved, and the warehouse buildings were orfset. This was in case 
of an air a ttack-a straight line bombu1g or straHng run would only hit 
one or two buildu•gs. 



As much of the bush and tree~ ·~ po:.siblc were left standing, wh1ch 
meant that the Depot was Integrated into the bush-not for environmental 
reasons, but for camounage. Becauo,c of this there was considerable 
wildlife in the Depot. 

Being a new Depot, and in a remote area, there was considerable 
difficulty in obtaining stalnng and I'<JUipmcnt stocks. In addition, there 
was an in.itial shortage of hub for Morage, «.'>ulltng 10 eqUipment being 
left out in the ratn to detenoratc. 

I Stores Depot in Mclboumt> act4.'d a~ thl' 'master' depot to provision 
bulk stocks to 9 Stores Depot 1...1tcr, RAAF Headquarters took over t1us 
respon£ibility, w1th I Stores Depot acttng as onforward10g agents for 
equipment consignt'd to 9 Store;, Depot. 

As can be suppos4.'d. cond1hons were harsh at Corrie, and tlus was not 
help4.'d by a seven-day worlung week for everyone. To compensate, every 
10 days s1x members were gwen leave to attend the rest camp at Berry 
Springs, south of Darwin. In addihon, regular swimming trips were 
made up to the Roper River at Elsey Station and a rest centre was 
establish4.'d there to provide a measure of comfort. 

The Depot actively participated 10 cnckN and tenms compelltions 
with other nearby umts. Conccrb were regularly held for entertainment, 
and a unit 'orchestra' was even form4.'d. With strUlg4.'d and other 
instruments it provided a Mgnlficant change to the nomml 'drwns nnd 
brass· military type of bands. This orchestra regularly visited other bases 
and units in the nrca to providl' cntcrtainmcmt. A beer ration was 
provided at the rate of one bottle per man p<:r week. 

The importance attached to the correct storage of equ•pment in 
tropical areas was emphasised when Wing Commander Sargent, a 
member of 9 Stores Depot, was mentioned in despatches for his efforts in 
developing and introducing prop<:r s torage practices. 

Attempts were made to grow vegetables dt Come. 1lus was only 
partially successful due to the climate. One vegetable that did grow wcU 
there was tomatoes. 

A detachment was later formed 10 Adela1de to arrange for the 
procurement and transportation of stock for the DepoL A forward 
Detachment 'B' was also formed 1n Oarw111 on 24 August 1943. 

A setback to Depot op<:rahoru. occurred in March 1944, when 28 Air 
Stores Park was formed at RAAF Come. Many of 9 Stores Depot's 
personnel were posted to tht' new un1t, and onc-thJtd of all stock was 
transferrcd over to form the mam part of the park. 28 All Stores Park 109 
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personnel and stock then moved north to their own base area in 
Winncllie. Darwin. 

By early 1944 ll1e Japanese threat to the north had receded somewhat 
and it was decided to re-locate 9 Stores Depot to the Darwin suburb of 
Winnellie. The Depot headquarters was eventua lly transferred to 
Winnellie on 7 October 1944. Although situated only about 3 kilometres 
from RAAF Base Darwin, 9 Stores Depot operated as a separate unit, 
responsible lor its own accommodation, messing and transport. 

The Depot was reduced to a 'care ,,nd maintenance' basis from 
14 May 1946, with a strength of just three officers and 45 other ranks. 
However, it still remained an independCJ1t unlt and continued to provide 
its own messing. quarters and cuntecn. 

Alter processing the disposal or aU stocks returned from disbandll1g 
units in the area and transferring rcmaintng stocks into the igloo hangars 
on RAAF Base Darw ln, 9 Stores Depot was disbanded on 1 July 1949. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
lO August 19~2 
J January 1943 
1 September 1943 
14 April 1945 
31 October 1945 
4 O..>cembcr 1946 
18 December 1947 

-Squadron Leader T.R. Dickson 
-Squadron Leader ).F. Lawson 
-Wing Commander D.R. Gnflilhs 
-Squadron Leader ).E. Anndls 
-Squadron Leader E.G. Patten 
-Squadron Leader E.J.P. Dale 
-Squadro11 Leader L.J. Dunwoodie 



10 STOltES DEPOT 

1 January 1943 
9 February 1943 
2 June 1951 
1 October 1952 

I February 1954 
1 October 1954 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at Maylands, WA 
-moved to Mcrredin, WA 
-Port Detachment (Perth) opened 
-became Detachment 'A' of Base Squadron 

Pearce 
-reformed as 10 Stores Depot 
-Depot disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
10 Stores Depot was formed in nucleus at 4 Stores Depot, Maylands, on 
1 January 1943. The first temporary Commanding Offlcer was Flight 
Lieutenant Paul B. Jelbart. The initial strength was two officers and 
29 airmen. The temporary Commanding OHicer and 10 orderly room 
personnel moved to Merredin on 9 February 1943, from which date 
10 Stores Depot became a separate unit. 

Mcrrectin is situated about 260 kilometres east of Perth, on the GrMt 
Eastcm Highway and the east-west rail line. The Depot was <>stablished 
on approximately 80 acres (32 hectares) adjoining the northern side of the 
town. The site was within easy distance of the town centre and, as 
particularly recalled by Leading Aircrn ftman Bob White, to both U>e 
Merredin Hotel and the Commercial Hotel opposite the railway st01tion. 

One of the first tasks given to the Depot was to provide security for 
the storage of aviation fuel m 2()().litre (4-1-gallon) drums. These were 
scattered a t selected points around the area for safety, but this also made 
them harder to guard. Flight Sergeant Jack Cockran remembers that lhe 
expansion and contraction of the petrol in the drums caused by 
tempernture changes mndc loud 'bomgs' in the night. This mode night 
duty somewhat unnerving, particularly when standing next to one in the 
dead of night. 

Leading Aircraftman Cyril Johnson was one of the 4 Stores Depot 
volunteers in the firs t party to arrive at lO Stores Depot. He watched the 
two igloo and two Bellman hanga.rs being ei'(.'Ctcd, and nltcrwards was 
employed in stacking all of U1c shelves with the s tock. Personnel 
accommodation during this time was mainly in tents with some in local Ill 
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farmhouso;-s. II was more than six months !J<,forc ~II of the buoldmgs, 
hangars and barracks huts were complctt!d, making the Depot a self­
containt!d unit. 

In the St'Cond half of 194-1, 10 Stores Depot became involvt!d in oM of 
the RAAF'~ IVMtime my>terie;. On 27 August, a 25 Squ,>dron Vultl't' 
Vengeance A27·295, nying out from Pcorcc on a navogatoon excrcis.:, 
crashed some 80 kilometres C3St of Narembeen. The pilot parachuted to 
"'fcty ~nd was found fi1•c days later. but the second crewman, Flight 
Sergeant King, disappeared. 10 Stores Depot providt!d stagmg support 
through its landing ground tor aircraft joining the search, including six 
Tiger Moths on 5 September. On 15 September, 10 Stores Depot providl-d 
.1 search party of five airmen led by Pilot Officer McDonncl for the 
ground search. D<.-spote locatmg the crashed aircraft several wee~ after 
and mounting a further huge air and ground search over several weeks, 
the body of Flight Sergeant King was never found and remain:. mi;,;,mg 
to this day. A plaque was dedicated to Fbght Sergeant King on 27 August 
1988 at the crash site, and even today h>eal fumcrs refer to a particular 
area a> 'King'; Field'. 

In comn•on with many 'permanent' wartime unots, 10 Stort'S Depot 
established vegetable gardens on site and al~o raised turkeys. This 
venture was going well until a neighbouring farmer's sheep dog Jumped 
the fence one mght and lolled three or four turkeys. The dog was caught 
'on the act' and paid the supreme penalty for stock killing. 

Lok<' a lot o( units sotuotcd at s mall to1vns, the Air Force members 
mode a significant contribution to the area, and in return were accepted 
,15 part of the community. Many or lhc town's leading calizens wen~ 
honorary members o( the messes, generally outnumberong the RAAF 
members themselves. ln addition, the RAAF members of the Depot took 
an active part In the local community, attending dances, pictures or social 
barbl.'<:ues. 

Personnel from the Depot also took part in civic affairs-for example, 
at the Merndon Jubilee celebrations in 1950 the RAAf provided a 
fireworks dosplay at the town rec~eation park in the ~venmg, and a 
Mustang aorcraft from Pearce performed an acrobatic display over the 
town in the aftcmoon. Two members of 10 Stores Depot (the 
Commanding Offocer, Squadron Leader Rae, and Flight Lieutenant 
Howley) were part of the committee responsible for organising all of the 
I ubolcc celebratJons. 



Becau!>e of the da~tancc from Perth, a Port Detachment wa~ opened on 
2 june 1951. Thas w,l, 'ituated in ANA Hou....,, Number 44 S.11nt Georges 
Terrace, Perth, where at pro,·ed am'aluable in carryang out local purchases 
lor the arcil The detachment also earned out thl' MoH'ml>nl:. S..>chon 
funclloru.. 

On 20 Au~;u~t 1951, 20 Nattonal Sen·Ke tr.unl.'l.., amvt-d, .tfter 
complehng thcar baMc trammg at RAAF Pearce, lCl commence thear 
service oncntalcd traaning. After beang gl\'cn letturL':> about equapment 
administration and management, they wcro.> <btnbuttod throughout the 
Depot for 'on-tht~job' training. Although each cour~c was only .1t the 
Depot for ju•t under six months, the traanees bCrvcd d unng a penod of 
critica l manning, ~nd they nil made n va luable contnbution to the 
running oft he Depot 

One National Servace trainee to began his scrvacc cilrl-cr at 10 Stores 
Depot, Mcrredan, an the latter half of 1952 wa' Aarcraftman Alan Reed. 
Aircraftman Rt'ed then JOined the permanent Aar Force o~nd went on to 
rctanc as Aar Va~ Marshal A.R. Reed. 

10 Sto~ Depot ceii5Cd to function as a <.cparale unat on I October 
1952 when at ~>came Detachment 'A' of Base Squadron Pearce, whtle the 
Port Detachtncnt m l'erth wa!. absorbed into Base Squadron Pearce. 

The unat w~ rclormed agaan as 10 Storet. Depot on I February 1954, 
but the. w,,. nnly fnr the purpose of clearing all >lock:. .1nd d<,.ang tile 
Mcrrt'<lin bat.e down. During this phase, the me'~"' rcm.uncd clo.ed, 
with members obtaining thcar meal• from th<' Mcrrcdin Hot('l in town, 
,,I though the accommodntaon huts were still used for •k-cpmg. 

10 Stor~• Depot was finally disb.tndc'<l l'ight mnnth~ l.at<•r on 
28 Sept~mber 1954, when the site was handed ovt<t Ill I icadquarters 
Westem A(('a, l't•arw, to arrange the final d~sposai. l.)"bandment was 
promulg.lto:'<l as bemgl Oclober 1954. 

COMMANDING OFFICeRS 
10 March 19-13 
january 1944 
20 October t9-14 
24 March 19·15 
IS Apral 1946 
5 December 195 t 
February 1954 

- Wing Commander C V.N HMt 
-Wang Commander Lj T IV alton 
-Squadron leader j .A. Roberts 
-Wing Commander S.E. Dal<• 
-squadron leader J. R,,.., 
-Squadron leader F.K. Fletcher 
-Flight Lieutenant W.L. Murphy 113 
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11 STORES DE POT 

1 October 1944 
14 January 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed al Towns"ille, Qld 
-Depot diSbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
Some preliminary p lanmng lor the formation of an l 1 Stores Depot began 
late in 1941. However, as notc>d in a minute signed by Air Vice Marshall 
C. Jones on 24 October 1942: '11 Stores Depot, Riverton m South 
Australoa was not reqwred at present'. Instead, it was proposed that a 
sto= holding unit be formed in Adelaide, resulting in the establishment 
of 14 Stores Unit. 

By mod-1944 it had become apparent that the administratoon of 
8 Ston.>S Depot Detachment ·A' in Townsville by 8 Stores Depot located 
in Macross<~n was not operating successfully bec,luse of the distance 
betwl!<!n the two. One solution considered was to reform Detachment 
'A' into a separate s tores unit. as stated on a minute sogned on 4 August 
1944 by the Air Member for Supply and Equipment, Air Commodore 
G. MacKinolty. Later discussions resulted in the proposed stores unit 
betng elevated to a full stores depot, to be called II Stores Depot. 

Accordingly, instructions were issued that 11 Stores Depot was to 
form "' Townsvi lle, absorbing the persoo\nel and equipment from 
8 Store. Depot Detachment 'A', on 20 Sept..,mber 1944. However, the 
20 September date could not be met and the formation date was put 
back to 1 October. The fust Commanding Officer was Squadron Leader 
Frank Wolff. 

II Stores Depot was IO<\\tcd on approximately 22 acres of land on the 
sou them sode of lngham Road (Bruce H oghway) and the North Coast 
Railway. Thn-e igloo hangan. were provided, together with other stores 
buildings. 

Unusually lor a 'permanent' unot, dedicated barrack>; accommodation 
was not built as part of the project. Instead, the hired buildings sca ttered 
around Townsville (used first by 13 Stores Unit. then by 8 Stores Depot) 
continued to be used by 11 Stor<'S Depot. 

Shortly after ots form<~tion, ot was decoded that II Stores Depot would 
be the non-technical depot for the area. Therefore, •J<' and 'M' groups 



were transferred from 8 Stores Depot, whtch had the effect of 
tmmediatdy ovcrlo.1dmg the Depot's a\'atlablc 'toragc 'pace. 

On 1 May 1945, a new transport sechon butldtng and r.1mp Wa!­

completed, enabltng the Transport Sccbon from 8 Sto""' D.>pot to be 
transferred to Towru.villc. This avoided havmg to dnw vehtcles to and 
from Garbutt (the prl">ent RAAF B.1w Tcl\vnwtll" ''tc) for rouhnc 
scrvtcmg and fucllmg. 

At the end of the War, the Depot strenllth wa' I~ officers .md 189 
other rank>.. 

Following the ~nd of the War it wa> d<'Ctd~>d that I I Store.; Dcpot 
would be disbanded, and Organisation Mclt\t)randum 802 w.1s tssucd on 
6 September 1945 t1rdcring that the tran,fer of all ~locks frtltn II Stores 
Depot to 8 Stores Depot to commence forthwith. 111c tmn>fer of >lock 
subsequently bega11 wtth 'P' group on15 October 1945. Some of 11 Stores 
Depot'' butldmg; were to be used for ruspoSill~ ,,nd coii<'Ctloru., while U1c 
rc;,t were to be dC.po>ed of by sales. 

On 14 january 1946, II Stores Depot wa~ d"bandcd by the ~tores 
clement bemg reformed mto Dctachment '8' of 8 Stor~ Depot, wtlh the 
Movcmen~ Scclton a~rbed into the 6 Transport and Movements Office 
an Town;vlllc. 

COMMANDING 0FFICFR 
I October 1944 -Squadron Leader F.O. WuiH 

ttS 



15 April19-l5 
10 April 1946 

25 Ju ly 1947 

17 STORES DEPOT 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Finschhaft!ll, l'ilpua New Guinea 
-1 Central Re5erve taken over by 17 Stort':> 

D.: pot 
- la>t entry m Unit History Record 

NARRATIVE 
17 Stores Depot was the only RAAF stores depot to be based overseas. It 
was formed at Finschhafen, l'apua New Guinea, on 15 Apnl 1945 by the 
re-naming of 17 Stores Unot, shortly after the last elements of the stort'S 
unit moved from Milne Bay. Wing Commander D<.'Smond Chadwick 
became 17 Stores Depot's first Commanding Officer. As wcll as being the 
only stores depot to serve overseas it wa. also the last stores depot to be 
formed in the RAAF. 

Orogtnally the facilities prov1de-d were rather pnm1llve. However, 
improvements were made by obtaining some furruturc and several 
>low" abandon<!<~ by a vacatin).; Am«rican unit. Cane cut from high up in 
trees was used to make up lounge d1airs to furnish the messes. 

At U'e end of August 1945, llle Depot's strength wns 291. As a 
'permanent' unit, the Depot was initiaUy responsible for all f<1cilities and 
accommodotion for the RAAF at Finschhafen. During January 1946, 
tOO Squadron and 12 l..oca l Area Supply Uno! arnved at th~ Depot s1tc. 
whCr<.' they became lodger unots whi lc awaiting construction of their own 
camp~ area:;. 

On 25 M<~rch 19<16, 48 ~rational B.lse Unit moved into u,e 
Finschhafcn area and assumed responsobiloty I rom 17 Stores Depot for all 
domest1c facluties for aU RAAF personnel. 

4 Central Reserve at Alexi~hafen was taken over by 17 Store. Depot 
"" 10 April 1946, becomon)l 17 Store. Depot Detachment 'A' As 
Alcxishaf~n IS about 280 kilometres north-west by aor from Fonschhafen, 
there was cons1derable difficulty uwolvcd tn mill·ming and admmlsterlng 
thi.:. dctadlmcnt. 

For the first ye.>r after the end of the War it was thought that the 
RAAF would be mninlammg permanent bases in Papua New Gumca and 

116 ll1e South-West Pdcific Area post-w.ar. During this time, proposals were 



considered to ~tablish a stores depot/unat at RAAP Statoon Port 
Moresby. 

Initially, buildmg~ used by the former 15 Atrcraft Rcpaor D.!pot atl'ort 
Moresby, were considered, but of th~ only two were ~uotable for 
paUebsed storage (to make use of forklifts), whole the fiw ogloo hangars 
were open to the weather at both ends. In addotion, th~ buoldmgs were 
subjt'Ct to Ooodmg. ~mehmes to a depth of over .o metre, and the ground 
was salt affected, whoch would cause deterioration of ole~ SIOfl'<l. 

The old 16 Support Unat buildings situated at Kono.>dobu, Port 
Moresby, were cxammed and a conference '""' held to decide of these 
buildongs were suit,,blc. It was then proposed to rccon,titutc 17 Stores 
Depot there to provode support for the RAAF StatiM l'ort Moresby, an 
Air-&!n RI'SCuc Flight, • Workshop Section and tr.ln>icnt aorcraft In April 
1947 it was adviSed that the proposal to form a >lorco. dcpol/unat at Port 
Moresby had lx-en abandoned m favour of estabhshong a central s tore at 
the RAAP Stahon l>ort Moresby. Disbandment of 17 Stores D.!pot was 
therefore to contmue after the transfer to Pori Morl.,.by of •tock to be 
retaoncd and diSposal of the remamder m sotu. Approval to usc one of the 
RAAF's own ships (06-14) to move stores and stock from FIJ\!>Chhafen to 
Port Moresby wa> gwen. In addition, advice was rc.:eo\'l'<l that furlher 
onvestogaho~ ohould be orutoatcd regarding movmg ;tocb u.ong the 
JOO.ton Vl">~b of the CIVil Admmistra!lon at Port Moresby 

17 Stores [)(>pot was dosbandcd on 25 July 19·17 at Fonschhafcn. 
Pending fln,ll closure, the Finschhafen site lx'Camc RAAF l'ort Mort>Sby 
D.!tachmcnt '13', while the cxplosiv<.'s .uca at Ak•xishafcn became 
Detachment 'D'. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
15 April 1945 
22 October 1945 
7 June 1946 

-Wong Commander D.P. Chadwock 
-Wmg Commander D.L. Swoftc 
-Fbght Lieutenant A Cillos 
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13 STORES UN IT 

5 October 1942 

20 February 1943 

June 1913 
20 September 1943 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed as 3 Stores and Shippmg Unit at 

Townsville, Qld 
-re-named as 13 Stores Unat 
-detachment lom1ed on TI1ursday bland 
-Unit dj>banded 

NARRATIVE 
13 Stores Unit was originally formed as 3 Stores and Shipptng Unit at 
Townsvill~ on 5 October 1942, by taking over the Shipping and Stores 
SectiOns of the Nortl1-Eastem Area. lrutial accommodation lor the Unit 
wns shared w1th the equipment "'"-ction of Operational Base, Townsville. 

The new Umt's primary missit>n was to service the scm•·static un•ts In 
the North-Eastern Area, thus relieving repair ,1nd salvage units ol the 
responsibility ol holdtng large quantities ol domestic stores. On tl1is 
basis, tl1ere was a total of 46 individual units b,1sed on 3 Stores and 
Shipp01g Unit lor supply purposes. It w~ abo to lunctlon as a Port 
Oi!tachmcnt and lorward111g un1t lor units •n New GUinea, in adrution to 
tl1osc 01 Queensland. 

It was renumbered and re-named 13 Store!> Unit on 20 February 1943, 
with tlw Commanding Officer of 3 Stores nnd Shippmg Unit, Squadron 
Leader A.G. Atwell, bccornmg tl1e first Commanding Officer of the new 
Unit. On reformation into 13 Stores Unit, tl1e movements and shipping 
clemtml> of 3 Stores and Shipping Unit were n.fnrmed 1nto 6 Transport 
and Movements Office. 

On formation the Urut occup1ed numerous buildings and sheds 
around Townsville. At the beginning of 1943 app:roval was given to hire 
22 acres of vaCilnt land adjacent to the rallwi1y line to construct a 
permanent unit. According to a map dated 17 F~bruary 1943, tl1is land 
was on the soutl1crn s1de of the ra1lway line, across from Flinders Str~t 
West. Several stores buildings were shown as already being on tlu• land, 
together witl1 a proposed railway siding. At that t:ilme, part ol the >ite was 
shared witl1 42 Radio DirectiOn Finding Wing. 

Alter hirmg the land, plannmg for ll1c construcllon of the camp and 
118 stores buildings began. It was estunated that this would co•t £55 800 



(Sill 600). In the 1ntcnm, the Umt occupied S(lffiC 25 l11red butldmgs m 
the Town.w11le MCd-;.uch ill> a cordlill f.actory at W~t End, a tannery 
bulldmg at Altt..envale (for 'K' group) and a 'torage bulldmg at 98 Pott 
Street Th(' office.,· me..s was located 111 a hou..., a1 t21 BundO<'k Sln'<'l. 
the sergeants' mess m Francis Street, wh1le the a1rmm·., m~ was m the 
enclosed area under a Catholic church. 

During June 1943 a detachment of 13 Stores Unu wa> forml'<i at 
Thursday lsl,lnd for the purpose of pro\'ldmg non·tc>chmcal ~tO!l'S 
support for 75 Wing forward units stretching fmm M~raukc to HigglnS 
Field. This detachment took over 23 Air Stores Park on 27 October 1943. 

Another detachment was ulso formed at C.1irns. 
13 St()res Unit at Townsv11le wa5 tlbbandcd and absorbed into 

8 Stores Depot on 20 September 1943. (The r"rsonncl and Mock of the 
Thursday Island detachment were re-located back to 23 A1r Store> Park 
on 15 january 1944, wh1le there does not app;;ar to lx• '"'>' rc-cord of what 
became of the Caorns dctachmenl) 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
7 October 1942 
22 January 1943 

-Squadron leader F W An.<cll 
-Squadron leader A.G Atwdl 
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21 M~y 1943 

15 July 1943 
21 May 194!1 

14 STORES UN IT 

CHrtONOLOGY 
-formed at Fishermens Bend, Vic. 
-mowd to Adelaide, SA 
-Umt d~banded 

NArtRATlVE 
ll W•lS originally planned to establish a full stores depot in South 
Austra lia, with suggested sHes for such a umt at Terrowic, Morgan, 
Eudunda, Nunootpa, Truro, 1\ngaston and Sedan. Tentatively numbered 
5 Stores Depot, this was later changed to II Stores Depot, to be located nt 
Riverton/Morgan. H<"''CVer, on 25 September 1942, it was decaded not to 
form a full ; tor<.>s depot in South Australia but to establish 5 Stores Depot 
at Maryborough, Victori.1, to provide direct support to the South 
Australian units. As this would mean a supply line of between 640 and 
725 kilometres, it \vnuld be nL-cessary to e;tablish a stores hulding unit an 
the Adelaide rcgJon. Such a unit was also intended to function as a port 
detachment, and was therefore to be named 4 Stores and Shipping Unit, 
with fom~ation expected to be late in janunry 1943. 

The shappang requirements were subsequently withdrawn, wath the 
unat then to be known as 4 Stores Unit. Later the '4' was changed to '14' 
to maintain the stores depots numbering sequence. Accordingly, the 
nucleus or 14 Stores Umt was formed at 1 Stores Depot, Fishcrmens Bend 
on 21 May 1943" It remained •lS a lodger of 1 Stores Depot untillea,•mg for 
Adelaide on 15 July 1943, taking with at 160 tons of stock in 12 railway 
trucks, two 3-ton trucks and I)Oe utility. ll arrived in Adelaide on 18 july 
.1nd it.~ fin.t Commanding Offacer wa~ Flying Of!icer Karl H. Hu"n~rbcin. 

The Umt's missaon was to provade >eapport to 20 unats m the 
Adelaide-South AustraJjn region, ranging from the largest, ·1 School of 
fechniml Training_ to the smallest, 6 Volunteer Air Obscn•cr Corps. 

On arrival in Adelaide the Unit initiaUy moved into part of the 
ground nod firs t noors or t.he Lewis Parking Station, a former garage and 
factory buildang an Gawler Place, Adelaide. The headquarters occupied 
UH! Da!gety's Building at 102-114 Waymouth Street. 

No living-in accommodation was provided, so pen,onneJ either lived 
,,t home or bo.uded in private accommodataon. WAAAFs whose homes 



were nllt an Adelaide wl'tl' billeted in the Y\VCA hostel 4 School of 
Technical Traantng provided med•cal and dental '-<'r\'lcrw. and by Augu;.t 
1943, the Un•t wa~ more than 50 per cent OJ"'rahonal. A Rl'Cuvcry and 
Dispos.1l' Sl'Chon "·'~ formed at the end of IQ.IJ and tramferred to 
5 Centr,d Rl'Cmwy Depot located at RAAF Mall,oJ,, on I Fcbrudry lq+l. 

One maJtlr prOJect that 14 Stores Unit engago.'\1 tn ""' the procurement 
of much o( the 'tOfl'S <l'qu•red to~~ up 9 Store' O.•pot .11 RAAF Corrie m 
the Northern Terntory 

Another unusual t1ChV1ty ior a stores un1t 10 C:tury out was the 
d~ily reporting of ~>ervlccable aircraft operated by Lumca Aorways 
and Au•tr.1l1.111 N~t•onal Airlines. Thb fundmn wn, t.lkl•n owr from 
1 Elementary l'lymg Trammg School on 22 May 1944. 

During U1c latter pM1 of 1944 and 1945, a pmpo,,•J "'•" >Ubmittcd to 
take over the Mx~torcy Simp,;on. buildong in Cawlcr l'latl' m Adelaide. 
The six 'tones plus basement would enable all o( the Umt to be 
centralised onto one buildtng (except Thcbarton and PM.lfocld clements). 
together woth cantl>cn, change rooms and ml"'l"'· Howc\'l'r, although 
det.llllod draw1ng<o and >ubmtSSoons were madl•, wllh appro\'ill beong 
(avoured, the War cndlod and no further a chon wa~ tako:n. 

Alter the War, 14 Stores Unot began the proc.-.s of dearmg all stocks. 
An Equipment Colll'ChOn .md ~1ls Cent<l' "'•" (omwd and two 
Bcllm,1n hongarb were taken over at RAAF Paralwld l..1tcr m June 1'146 
the gymn.\<oum, 'tation headquarters bu1ldmg '"'d •Kioo h.mgM at 
Par.1field Wl'rl.' .1lso taken over. On 2 August 1946, 14 Stur<•s Unit became 
a detachment o( 1 Stores Depot, but retaoni.'J it~ Identity. rhc 
headquarter~ moved to RAAF Paraficld on 10 Septcml'<.•r 1946. 

During thiS time 14 Stores Unit still mMagcd the canttoen &upplies for 
th•• Adelaide rl•giM, and abo ~till providt-d clothong 'upport for MaiJala, 
Port Pine and the R~ident Air Force Officer at l'.lrafwld In addillon, 14 
StOrl'S Umt orgaruloed the personnel movements of the Long Range 
Weapon R~arch Un1t at \Voomera, which was be1ng ~t,tblc.htod. 

Final dl\bandment of 14 Store. Umt wa., reportl'<l '" 21 :-1ay 1948. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
21 May ICJ.I'l 
6 September 1943 
18 September 1944 
12 Apri l 1946 

-Fiyong Officer KH Hucnerbem 
-Squadron Leader ).A Robert' 
-Squadron Leader L. Mallen 
-Squadron Leader ).A Power 121 
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15 STORES UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
16 July 1945 -formed at Oakey, Qld 
22 October 1945 -Umt d1sbanded 

NARRATIVE 
15 Stores Umt was formed at RAAF Oakey, Queensland, on 16 July 1945 
.l.' a lodger m1it of 6 Aircraft Depot. The first and only Commanding 
O(ftc~r wa• Flight Lieutenant Douglas C. Dyson. After cqu1pping. it was 
mtended to 1'\.~locatc the Unit to Morota1 Island as part of the new 
11 Group. absorb 22 Air Stores Park and take over U1e main equipment 
functions for the area. However, before the Unit w.1s properly supplied 
and mann~d. the War fmished. 

All furU1er operallons were suspended on 1 September 1945 on 
direction from 5 Maintenance Group Headquarters and all stock received 
to that time w<b returned to the issuing stores depot. 

Dunng the reduced activity penod wh1 le awaittng official 
disbandment, all surplus personnel were loaned to 6 Nrcra£t Depot to 
assist that unit with its disba11dmcn1. 

15 Stores Unit wa> not destined to see any actwe :.ervice, and it was 
disbanded at RAAF Oakey a mere three months dftcr fom1ation on 
22 October 1945. 

COMMANDING OFF ICER 
16 july 19<15 -Flight L1eutcnant D.C. Dyson 



16 STORES UN lT 

12 january 19-13 

19 Ma rch 1943 

24 Mardt 1943 
20 April 1943 
21 December 1943 
D<.ocember 1943 
1 june 1944 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed as 6 Stores and Shipping Umt at 

Townsville, Qld 
-moved to Port Moresby, Papua New 

Guinea 
-<letachment formed at Milne Bay 
- re-named 16 Stores Unit 
-moved to Goodenough Jslnnd 
-Detachment 'A' formed on Kiriwina Island 
-Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
First formed as 6 Stores and Shippmg Unit, it was U1e second stores 
shipping unit to be formed. Signal Q976 of 19 December 1942 reported 
the proposed formation of this Unit, and also pointed out that storage 
buildings were not ;wai lable at Port Moresby where tt was intended to 
locate the Unit. Accordingly, personnel would have to be put under 
canvas as there was a long delay in the availability of buildings. 

Despite problenb with accommodation at Port Moresby, the Unit 
formed at Townsville as 6 Stores and Shtpping Unit on 12 january 1943 
and occupied an impressed house a t Aitkenvale. Because no s torage 
facilities were provided, the Unit had to build several temporary 
buildings of its own from limber and galvanised iron sheets next to the 
Aitken va le house. 

The advance party of 6 Stores and Shtpping Unit a rrived at Port 
Mo">sby on 30 January 1943, where they commenced functioning. The 
main party of the Unit followed on 19 March by one of t11e RAAF's own 
shlps, the MV Wnrmkn, and was located at Konedobu. Shortly after 
arriving at Port Moresby, a separate detachment of 6 Stores and ShippU1g 
Unit was formed at Miln" Bay on 24 March 1943 to provide supply 
support of non-technical items to 71 Wing. 11'is detachment was 
operational by 1 April. 

6 Stores and Shipping Unit was renumbered and re-named 16 Stores 
Unit on 20 April 19-!3 in accordance with the new establishment. The 
function of the Unit was to hold Lhrl>e months stock to service th<l 123 
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:.emt-,tattc unt~ in the New Guinea area. On 1 May 1943 thl' transport 
and movements clements of the Unit were absorbed into 7 Transport 
and Movements Office, leavtng 16 Stores Unit to concentrate on the 
~upply of store!>. 

On 30 June 1943 the Umt "'•'S ill5tructed to chvide all of ib stocks and 
personnel betwL>en Port Moresby and the dNachment at M i Inc Bay. The 
Milne Bay detachment was then absorbed into t 7 Stores Unit, which had 
been formed there 10 days earlier. 

A letter of 18 july 1943 from the Atr Officer Commanding 
9 Operational Group RAAF Papua rt'Commendcd that 16 Stores Unit be 
reformed mto two mobile self-contained detachments. Thil. was not 
supported at first, however, another letter from the Atr Officer 
Commanding reiterated that proposal, and also provtdcd more detail. 
Spectfically, a forward detachment was to be fonned in1mediately and r~ 
located to Kiriwina Island, with the remamder of the Unit to move to 
Goodenough Island. Further, 11 was proposed that these new 
d~tachments be responsible for 'D' (lA, lB. IC. 13 SL'Cllons), 'F', 'G' 
(51\, SE. SF sections), 'I' (318, 32A, 328 S<!Ctions), 'L', 'M', ·p·, 'Q', 'R' and 
'W' b'Toups. The newly formed 26 Repair and Salvag<' Umt was to 
manage *A', 'B', 'C', 'E', 'H', 'K.'1 'N' .. #0', 'T' and ;y• groups. 

The same leltcr proposed that 15 Aircraft Repair Depot was lo take 
over the supply functions at Port Moresby. However, thil. was changed 
by a stgnal dated 14 October 1943-15 A~rcraft Repatr Depot was to hold 
only tl'<:hnical spares, with a central store to be formed at 45 Operational 
6asc Unit to manage the non-t,'Chnical '!orcs. 

1lus propos.> I wa• acceptt-d and on 30 ~ptember 1943. 16 Stores Unit 
was made a rnobtle untt and wa> split mto two detachntents, wtth the 
headquarters and bu lk of their stock going to Goodenough Island to 
provide supply support to 71 Wing. The advance party arrived at 
Goocl~nough Island on 16 Novembt>r 1943, followed by the main party 
.1nd headquarters on 21 December 1943, when they moved tnto a camp 
ottc vacawd by 62 Works Wmg. By 5 january 1944 the unit was 50 per 
cent opcrationJI with 'L', ·r·. 'Q' and 'W' groups functioning. Delays in 
erecting stores buildings held up other groups. However, the Unit 
became 100 per cent operational by 18 January 1944. 

Remainmg personnel and stock went to Ki.riwina Island to form 
16 Stores Unit Detachment ·A' to support 73 Wing by taking over the 
<lures function.~ from 26 Repa~r and Sa lvage Untt already located there. 
Advance stock from Port Mort>sby was despatched by a US Navy boat on 



20 November 1943, w•th the first personnel dcparttng on 23 November. 
This was followed by the remaining stock on 19 Oi.ocember .1nd, with the 
exception ol •p• group stocks, the Ku:iwma detachment wa~ reported as 
bemg fully operahon.1l by 19 January 1CJ4.1 

Wlule the detachment at Kiriwina was ~llll bemg establiShed, several 
of 1ts bu1ldmgs were damaged by bombs durmg a Japanese aJr ra1d on 
U1e ISiillld on 20 December 1943. Fortunately, the!\' were no recorded 
casuall•cs or mjuries among the Umt stalf. ThiS wa~ po>!>•bly the first time 
that an eqUipment unit had lx>en attacked by the Japanese. 

16 Stor.>s Unit Detachment 'A' at Kiriw1na was rdormed mto 27 Air 
Stores Park on 28 Fcbn•ary 1944. All personnel ol the former detachment 
were posted to 27 Air Stores Park w1th cllcct I March 1944. 

On 13 April 1944, the Unit at Goodenough wa• ,ldVI~I.-d that il would 
be re-locating to a new site, and packmg commenced on 17 April. 
However, t6 Stor~ Umt was disbanded on I June 1944 at Goodenough 
Island by bemg rdormed mto 26 Air Stor~o~ Park. (26 Air Start'S !'ark then 
re-located to TadJI airfield '"the north-i?astcm hall ol Papua New Guinea 
on 17 November ICJ4.1, along w1th the other un11l> ol 71 Wing.) 

COMMANDING OFFICCRS 
25 January 1943 
30 September 1943 

-Squadron Leader F.W An.o;cll 
-Squadron Leader F. Ru't 
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20 june 19~3 
I Aprill94S 
15 April 1945 

17 STORES UNJT 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Milne Bay 
-headquarters moved to Finschl1.1fen 
-Unit dbbanded and reformed into 17 

Stor<>s Depot 

NARRATIVE 
17 Stores Unit was formed at Milne Bay on 20 Ju"c 1943, by taklng over 
the s tores and personnel of 16 Stores Unit, Milne Bay Detachment 
However. Squad ron Leader R.A. Spinney (the Umt's first Commandmg 
Officer) did not arnve until 24 june. 

A prerequisite for equipment (~upply) officers posted to 17 Stores 
Unit was complchon of a 'Beachmaster' course. 1111s enabled lhem to take 
charge o f ~mphibious landmg~. loading and unloading s tores and 
equipment from landmg craft. 

On 1 july 1943 a temporary detachment was formed at Gmger Creek, 
Goodenough Island, to provide support for 71 Wmg. This detachment 
lasted Wltil 1 Aut.'USI. 

On 25 Apnl 1944, Detachment ' A' was fom1ed to go to Nadzab. This 
detachment. comprising one officer and s•x <llrmcn, was to be supplied 
with Kittyhawk spares to provide ~upport f<>r the squadrons operating 
that type of aircraft. The detachment was to be attached to 25 Air Stores 
Pa rk at Tadji. 

The site chosen for the camp at Milne Bay was by Haglla R•ver and 
torrential rain falling over 25-29 April caused this river to flood and 
br~ak 1t~ bank:.. These floods then took Vlrtuail)' all Clf the Unit's s tock, 
records and buildmgs out to sea. Budding up s tocks and rcpamng 
bUlldmgs took many monU\S. One •mmediatc effect that the flood and 
destruction of ~locks had was U'Uit Det.1chmcnt 'A' which was being 
formed to go to Nadzab was cancelled. 

Cleaning up went on for some cons•dcr,,ble time and, ,,s late as 4 june 
1944, 38 a1rmen were attached to help w1Lh the clean-up. These a1m1en 
fmally complett..:l the work on 30 junu 1944. 

Shortly aft~r resuming normal operations, Squadron Leader Qe, 

Chadwick arrived on 30 September 19·14 to take over command of the 



Unit. His first task was to begin preparations for the Unit to move to 
Finschhnfen. Accordingly, he visited Finschhafcn on 11 October 1944 to 
inspect U1c new site. After getting the site clean.'CI, Wing Commander 
01adwick returned to Milne Bay where he visited 7 Transport and 
Movements Office to discuss arrangements for moving the Unit's stores 
and equipment to Finschhafen. 

The first consignment, comprismg mninly timber and roofing iron, left 
Milne Bay in the MV Wnimn1111 {016-12) on 3 November. 

The advance party left Milne Bay on 28 October 1944 for Finschhafen. 
On arrival t.here they commenced building s ix 77m x 22m storehouses. 
Progress in developing the site (or occupation was unfortunately very 
slow, as sawn timber was not forthcom•ng from Lae in suffiCJent 
quantities to keep pace with construction. Also, the works det;chmcnl 
there concentrated on erecting storchouseb, and did not consider the 
messing and accommodation building aspects. 

Consignments continued to be shipped to Finschhafen on n regular 
basis over the next six months, by which time more than half of the Unit'~ 
stores and equipment had been transferred. 

On Sunday 28 January 1945, the Milne Bay site was again threatened 
by flooding, with the water level rising to within 30cm of the s torehouses. 
However, by this time almost all stock had been cleared. 

Rations were a problem in the South-West l',lcilic Area, particulady 
the absence of fresh food and fruit. When the Unit heard that there was 
plenty o( fresh fruit, such as pineapples and mangoes, to be had on 
Normanby Island (about 100 kilome!Tes north of Milne Bay) in exchange 
lor some tins of bully beef, it didn't take much urging to organise a trip 
there. (At the time, there was a surplus o( bully beef in the area, as the 
Americans didn't want it-they much prc(crred their chilli con came.) 

With the support of Wing Commander R.E. Hodges (the 
Commanding Officer of 33 Squadron), Wing Commander Chadwick 
organised the use of a run-down Navy boat (or the day to visit 
Normanby Island, and a party of nme (including Wing Commander 
Hodges and four airmen from 33 Squadron) set oH with a load of tinned 
bully beef ready to do barter. Wing Com.mander Chadwick recalls that 
this intended one-day trip provided his most vivid memories of his 
service career: 

On the way to Normanby Island, the boat passed over a reef and it slow<-d 
down while some of the airmen attempted ' fishing'. This ronsi>ted of 12 7 
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druppong hond grenadt'S over the 'tem, then cirdong bJck on pock up th<• 
otunnl'd fhh Unfortunately. olS soon •• the fish fi>>C to the surface, ab.,ut eight 
or ten reef !t-hark~ lunged 1n and got the 1ot. Needless to !'lay, there \\'ere no 
volunt~'<'" to d ove on and beotthe sharks to the ft>h1 

With fish()(( the menu, the boat oontlnuc>d S<Jtltn~; on to Nor.manby ls lond. 
However. the rtn.t \•lllagc we arnvcd at did not havl! <1ny fruit for lr.tding, but 
they told u:. nf ilnOther ,~,lt.lg~ " (cw kilnmctn..~ .1long the coa:..t which had 
plenty By the hme the bo.ll amved Jt the S<'Cond vollagc, the crew dcetded to 
rduclthc lank. from coght 200 hire drums or petrol came'<! 011 b.'-lrd before 
we landed and ~t.artL"li our trJding nt."gOti"Jtions. However. the bo.ll1

!'t tank was 
h,·.l~ang llnd some ~trol wtmt inh, the bilgl-< causing the boat to catch fire 
when the L"ngmf.' wou. starh."Li 

Fortunately, e\'eryone milnaged tn get ashore, o1nd whtle the bo .. 11 was 
n..-ndcred unserv1ccJbl~ 11 did not s1nk. We wNe strM'Ided on Normanby 
lslond for four day. bef<>re our md•u call for h~lp wa' pocke-d up by an 
Amerkan Uberty >hip off the Quc'Cn>land COJSt and relayed to the authorilt<'S 
in tht!' area and Wt! wert: finally n.•sawd. 

Unfmtunatoly, I hadn't got 'offocial' approval for the trip to N<~<manby 
Island and as well ns commg back empty handed-no fish. no (ruil and losing 
the bo.11-l had bc>en techmcall)' AWL (absent withoutleaw)an-d had a rather 
difficult tim~ comlng up w1th the right re<1scm~ as to why d1sctphnttry llChon 
>huuld not be taken agaon>t met 

(He obviously did come up w1th the right reasons, as no further action 
was taken over the mc1dent. Indeed, he went on to command 17 Stores 
Depot.) 

17 Store.. Unit h~adquarters finally mov<'1.i to Finschhafcn on 1 April 
1945. However, II was disbanded two w.eks later on 15 April 1945 by 
bcUlg reformed into 17 Stores Depot. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
24 June 1943 -Squadron Leader R.A. SplMey 
21 January 1944 -Squadron Leader D.C. Soane 
30 Septe.mber 1944 -Wing Commander D.P. Chadwick 



AIR. Ll FT lOGISTICS 
MANAGEMENT S~ADR.ON 

18 Dt.>cemlx>r 1992 
January 199~ 
Nov~mlx>r 19'l4 

CHRONOLOGY 
-fonnl'<l in Melbouml', Vic. 
-re-located to R.chmond, NSW 
-ba.....OO at Richmond, NSW 

NARRATIVE 
The Atr LHt Logasltcs Management Unit was form('d wathan licad­
quartc~ Logistics Command, Melbourne, in Augu-t 1'192 In accordanc<! 
walh 'RAAF 2000' weapon systiUil logistics management philu>ophy and 
Chaef of Staff Darl>chve 4/91. Au- Lift logt!>hCS M.magcmcnt Squadron 
was fonned as a umt wathan 503 Wang wath effect 18 Dec,•mlx>r 1992 and 
was re-loc.ttl'<i to RAAf R.chmond 111 January 1993. 

The role of thl' Squadron IS to pro,· ide mtcgrat<'<l IOj;IShe> ~upport to 
Au- L•ft Group aarcrolft and the 1'56 engme. 

Durmg 1993, the Squadron's activities m;unl'l' conc~ntrat<'d on -..?ttlang 
in, traanang and fulfilling the unit's role. In Fcbrua">' 199·1, a' a rc..ult of 
'Blue Prmt 2020', the unit's first chief cngml'<!r, Wm11 Commander 
G Donald-.on, wa'> pO!>ted an. The followmg month th~; Repaarable Item 
Proc""' M.anogement S<.>ction was fonncd to lmprow R('pairable Jtcm 
M.tnagement an 503 Wing workshops. 

In August 1994, C-130 Hercules and 8707 Airworlhin""-~ Uo.1rds were 
heiJ . 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
18 Dt.-cembcr t992 -Wing Commander K.G McLl'Od 
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AIR MOVEMENTS TRAJNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT UNlT 

I October 1965 

November 199~ 

Dt~'i'lop nnd Dr/n't!r 

l 
CHRONOLOGY 
-Air Movl•mcniS Traming Fhght became a 

scp.u.1te unit of 86 Wing at RAAF 
Richmond 

-AMTF disbanded and Air Movemcn~ 
Training and Development Unit formed 

-based at Richmond, NSW 

NARRATIVE 
Following the introduction of the C-130 Hercules lr.msport aircraft in the 
1.1tt.' 1950s, the RAAF recognised that new procedures mu~t be developed 
to fully utilise the a~rcraft a> a cargo carrier. Alf MO\<Cments Tra1ning 
Flight (AMTF), origina lly a sub-unit of 38 Squadron a t RAAF Richmond, 
was given the rc..pons.ibihty of developing new air movements 
proc<'<.iures. 

In May 1%2, the O•ght was expanded and commenced funchonmg a~> 
,, separate unit of 86 Transport Wing at Richmond in response to the 
pending introduction of th~ Caribou and Iroquois ,1ircroll. The flight's 
fin.t Commanding Officer wa> Squadron Leader P.V. Hamilton·Foster 
ilJ1d, to enable the Army to keep up to date with any changes in air 
movement,; and delivery. an Army major and warrant officer were 
attached for liai.~on and instructional duties. ln response to the RAAF's 
growmg involvcmcnt in lhc field of air movements and delivery, AMTF 
wa• d15bandt>d on 1 October 1965 and Air Movements Trammg and 



Development Unit (AMIDU) wa; crea ted, stall based at Richmond. The 
new Unit was given t.hc .odditional role of conducting night trials to 
develop and improve aerial dehvery techn1quc~ and procedures. 

Australia's involvement in the Victn.lm war and the introduction of 
the Chinook transport hchcopter in the 1970!. were significant factors m 
the expansion of AMTOU's achvitl~. That hd1copter's mtemal and 
external load capabilities conMderably IOCrN~>d the RAAF's air transport 
potcntial. However, there were other facto"' wh1ch were respons1 ble for 
the growth m the Umt's workload The A~trahan Serv•ices were 
acquiring an mcrcasing vanety of eqUipment and •·eh1cles, and AMTDU 
was tasked to conduct a1r portability and amlrop tnals on these in the 
vanous transport aircraft The protect team .11~ mon.tored Innovations m 
overseas air movements systems and analysed these developments m 
local Held tests. In add1t10n to the u~urge m prqcct work, the Unit 
responded to a need by the Serv·1cl'!> for more ~lulled personneltn the air 
movements field As a consequence, more a1r movements, aerial delivery 
and air despatch courses were required . To cater for thiS mcrcased 
demand, the Unit's personnel strength, from both Serv1ces, grew rapidly. 

Because of its expertiSe in aenal transport and ddivery, the Umt had 
been mvolved, from 1ts earhe..t days, m ~1Shng the ovilian community 
whenever such skills were needed. In May 1963, AMTF vollmteers 
assisted with the dropping of fodder a~ part of nood relief operations m 
the Grafton area. This mvolvcmcnt in CIVil .lss1st.1nce has continued 
through the years, with members of AMIDU taking part-in conjunction 
with the RAAF transport •quadron~-in many nood, bushfirl' and 
drought relief operations. The Unit hao, also bl>en employed to carry out 
some unusua l projects to assist the Australian community. Some of these 
have included the dismantling and preparation of a huge crane for air 
transport to Norfolk Island, Uw tl>covery of an anchor from the four­
masted sailing ship C. W. Wulf which had been wrecked near FUnders 
Island in the early t800s; the dehvery to, .1nd rctnevalfrom, Noumca of a 
crop duster aircraft used to combat dengue fever; the ri&,orng and 
positioning of a tmm body for usc as an artihc1al reef off Moreton Bay; 
and the carriage from Cobar in New South Wai~'S to Tindal in the 
Northern Territory of :t Gi~y Moth-the for.t .1ircraft operated by the 
Royal Aying Doctor Service. 

Although pnmarily a RAAI' Ulllt, AMIDU "' JOmUy manned with 
the Army who make up roughly hall of 11S 50 'tall. The Commanding 
Officer 15 a RAAF squadron leader, woth an Arm)' ma,or a" Officer 131 
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Commanding of the Army component and second ln command of the 
Unit AMTOU's main tasks are to carry out trai11ing in air movements 
and ncrial delivery procedures for anland, airdrop and external hit. Ill 
addition to relate-d developmental work. Add1honally, the Urut's staff 
~nveshgate airdrop malfuncliuns and provide per~onnel to supef\•bc the 
carnage of load> not yet clear~d by the Un1t1n both fixed wing and rotary 
wmg aucraft. AMTOU also conducts Mound 30 air movement related 
courses for around 850 to 1000 students ,,nnually. 111e course p.1rticipants 
are mainly from the RAAF, Army dnd Navy, but Defence personnel from 
f'apua New Gumea, lndones1a, Sing.1pore, Malays.a, Tha1land, the 
Philippines, New Zealand and other countries hav"' undergone traintng 
by the Unit, either .11 RAAF Richmond or at other bases. ProJect >laff 
carry out about 35 to 40 techmcal pro1ect• a year, in additiOn to liais~ng 
with trials and development persoruwl at t'<jU"'•'Ient units in the United 
Kingdom and the Un1ted States of America. During their attachments to 
the Umt, USAF and US Army exchange p<>rsonn<>l also lend the.r 
expertise to the Un1t's achv1Lics. 

AMTDU is currently divided into thrl'C flights which carry out tiw 
function> of development, training .md support. Development Flight 
cunduct> project> on a.r portab11ity, extemal helicopter loads, a.rdrop 
trials and air movements, and monitors overseas developments in the 
licld. The conduct <>f the courses offered in all aspl'Cts of air movement, 
aeri,ll dehvery nnd air despatch .s the responsibility of the Training 
Fllght Support Flight is responsible for such d1vcrse functions as 
administratiOn, atreraft life support, photography, transport, equ1pmcnt 
<upply and Q >tore. technical drawing. publications and library, and air 
despatch. 

Although members of a unit whose mmn focus tS air movements and 
delivery, AMTDU personnel come from a wide variety of trades and 
profes"ons found in the RAAF and Army Spedahsts employed at the 
Unit 1nclude pilots, loadmasters, air despatdlers, photographers, 
engmcers, a draughtsman, and a parachute rigger-as well as dr~vers, 
education assistants, orderly room clerks and other support staff. There is 

rarely a hint of inter-service rivillry-i.'\ccpting good·natured banter at 
social occasions-.1nd the Unit is a good example of the co-operation 
potenllal of the Australian Armed Scn·1ccs. Umt members go about their 
tasks m a professional manner and, being a small group, nil staff nrc 
called upon when needed. A1r despatchers, clerks, education assistants, 
and other personnel work side by side as ground staff on parachute and 



load recovery dunng air drops and, on proje<:ts, tra~ning, exerc&os and 
displays, aU Umt members are requarcd to a!>Sist. AMTDU has always 
enJoyed an excellent esprit de corps, wath good attcndo1nce .1t social 
funchons such ~ '\\clcomes and farewells', and "' wl.'ll repre.entcd "' 
on-base sport~ng competitions, indud~ng volleyball and golf 

AMTDU today serves as the Australian Ddcncc Force's central po~nt 
of ellf>CrliSC 1n aerial debvery and transport matters The UnJt has 
resources, both 1n personnel and eqwpment, whach !I'"" at a unique and 
invaluable capabality for the future trainmg ot Dcfcne<> pcrM>nncl, and the 
conlinuang dcvdupment of the Austrnlian Dl'fcncc Force~ air movement 
capacities. 

COMMANDlNG 01-1-ICtRS 
November 1962 
J.muary 1967 
Apnl 1967 
january 1972 
january 1973 
janu<~ry 1976 
October 1977 
January 1978 
janu<~ry 1980 
Apral1982 
june 1986 
D<.-ccmber 1987 
February 1988 
April 1988 
June 1988 
March 1989 
December I 9!19 
September 1992 

-Squadron Leader llumilton-ro'>tcr 
-Squadron Leader Eglt• 
-Squadron Leader H.thn 
-Squadron Leader Rowley 
-Squadron Leader MM-.h 
-Squadron Leader Dunn 
-Flight Lieutenant Frame 
-Squadron Leader McGregor 
-Squadron Lead....- Rach.lrd' 
-Squadron Leader Maltt.., 
-Squadron Leader Bory,cwac~ 
-Squadron Leader Murphy 
-Squadron Leader T•ylor 
- Major Rogers 
-Squadron Leader Edw.ard'> 
-Squadron Leader Unacomb 
-Squadron Leader Bums 
-Squadron Leader Jolul>tont• 

133 



134 

ARMY AIRCRAFT lOG ISTICS 
MANAGEMENT SOl)ADRON 

10 August 1992 

1 December t993 

12 August t993 

1 February t994 

November 1994 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at Headquarters Logoshc 

Command, Melbourne, Vic. 
-became an independent unit, as distinct 

from an element with Headquarters 
Logistic Command 

-RAAF commendation awarded to 
Squadron for outstanding response to the 
deployment of Blackhawk helicopters to 
Cambodia 

-moved to Army Aviation Centre Oakey, 
Qld 

-based at Oakey, Qld 

NARRATIVE 
On 10 August 1992, the Army Aircraft Logistics Management Squadron 
was formed as an ~lement within Headquarters Logistic Command. The 
Squadron was formed from various clements withm Headquarters 
Logistic Command units. TI1e initial establishment consisted of 103 
pt>SitJons: 63 RAAF. 23 Army and t7 civilian On establishment, the 
Squadron pnorities were: to mtegrate the prevoou,ly distinct element.s 
onto a single unit capable of providing improved levels of support to 
operatJonal uruts, commercial enterprise and Headquarters Logistic 
Command element<; and to f.lcilitate the effective re-location of the unit 
to the Army Aviation Centre Oakey. 

The re-location from Melbourne to Oakey and integration into the 
Army Aviation Cen tre has proceeded smoothly. Since this time some of 
the maJOr task.~ undertaken by the Squadron have been the investigation 
of Blackhawk rigging anomalies; developtng night V1S10n cockpits for 
UH-1 H and Kiowa aircra(t; development of the Command and Control 
Console for the Blackhawk; ~pares assessment for Chinook; dcv.,loping 
tactical voice network for Lhe Army Aircraft Fleet; and training new 
personnel. 



The Am1y Lofl!SioCS Management Squadron IS prov1ding respons1ve 
logistics m.1nagemcnt support to its customers in the Australian Army 
Aviation Corps, Royal Australian Navy Fleet A1r Ann, and the Royal 
Austrahan Air Force. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
10 AU!>'U5t 1992 -Wmg Commander D. I'. North·Coombes 
I ~emlx>r 1993 -Wing Commander I'.C . Best 
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INLAND AIRCRAFT FU EL DEPOTS 

Early in 1939, at the direction of the Chief of t.he AIT Staff, a RAAF 
committee investigated U1e requirement> for a via lion fuels and oils for 
operationa l and training purposes and recommended the erection of 
groups of storage tanks at certain .n land locallons, hav.ng regard to 
security from attack by seaborne a ircraft. 

War Cabinet M1nute 1963 of 9 March 1942 appnwed the constnaction 
of u1Stallat.ons for the bulk storage of 20 760 000 gallons (9~ 374 960 litres) 
of aircraft fuel at 19 new inland aircraft fuel depots, and extensions to 
existing depots. The total cstimatl'<l cost of the 24 lnstallations was 
£900 000 ($1 800 000) and lhe funds were made ilvailable, to be shared 
between the I~F and United Stales Army Air Corps m proporlton lo 
their respective >torage requirements. The cost of buildmg varied from 
£20 000 (~0 000) at Port Pirie, South Australia, to £:100 000 ($200 000) at 
Tocumwal, New Sou th Wales. 

By October 1943, the Assistant Director·Genera l Alhed Works, 
Sydney, advised that the mstallations were nearing completion and by 
May 1944 there were 31 inland aircraft fuel depots throughout Australia 
llowevcr, dCllon was taken to close 17, thus rcleasmg 83 serv•cemcn for 
more produc-tsve servtce. There wen~~ on average, five servicemen bilSed 
at each mland aircraft fuel depot-a cook, C(jUJpm~nt assistant and three 
guards. 

Regular maintenance was undertaken by contract. This was conhnued 
in 19·14; in the case of those cl<»ed down, the contracting oil L'Ompany 
was a~kl'<l to !.uppl)' caretakers. M.1intcnancc of the inland aircra£t fuel 
depots continued unti119·17, when mdividua l di.,p<>sal action was t.1ken. 

Inland aJtcrafl fuel depots were located at Ballarat. Warragul, V•olct 
Town ar1d Yelta in Victoria; Cootamundra, Muswcllbrook, Grafton, 
Tocumwal, Den•hquin, Lal-e Bathurst, Uranqulnty, l'arkes, Dubbo, 
Tamworth and Mona Vale m New South Wa ll>t>; Toowoomba, Gayndan, 
Charters Tow!!rs, Ynrraman, Roma, Cloncurry and Gladstone in 
Quecn>land; Northam, Narrogm. Mcrrcdin and Boulder in Western 
Au$tr.llia; Solomon Town, Wobclcy and Cry:;tal Brook m South 
Australi•; Alice Spring>, Northern Territory; and '"' unidentified site 
tn Tasman1a. 



MARITIME PATROL LOG lSTlCS 
MANAGEMENT S~ADR.ON 

19 ),lnuary 1993 

November 1994 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed Edmburgh, SA 

-ba:.ed at Edinburgh, SA 

NARRATIV[ 
111c Squadron WU> formed at Edinburgh, South Au.tra lia, on 19 January 
1993, a;, part of the Headquarters Logtshc Command, Weapon System 
Logtshcs Management (WSLM) concept. This 15 not a new concept, tts 
history can be traced to the Hargraves study of the (.'Jrly 1980s. That 
study was the basiS or the creation of support groups, which centralised 
logc.lics functions at Headquarters Logistic Command (HQLC) tn 

Melbourne. In mld·1990 the Weapon System LogiStiC> Management 
concept was developed to mtegrate m to a smglc structure organiSation 
of weapon system personnel. These were drawn from the functional 
organis.lhons of t.>ngmecring. maintenance, the ~upport group and the 
capital prowcL' organis.ltion, and this orgam..,lion wao ;,ubsequently 
devolved to each mam customer group. 

111c Maritime Patrol Logistics Managemen t Squadron's (MI'LM SQN) 
mission ls: 'to provide quality logistic. support lor M<~ritime Patrol 
Group'. Manttme Patrol Logistics Management Squadron lS therefore the 
single logistics management point through which the oper.ltionai 
cu~tomcr is ;,upported. The Commanding Olliccr has the control and 
responsibility lor all weapon system logiStic. management ~ul-s and 
dectS1ons, with rcsponotbilitics for: 

• Onon/Dakota Engineering Processes-Requests For Dev1ahon 
(RFD)/Requcsts For Wai\'er (RF\'\1), Defects Reports, Modtfica· 
hOrtS, Mamtcnance Engineering Authority, Conl1guratJon Manage­
ment Plan development, developtng Special Technacallru.lruchortS. 

• Orion/Dakota Assessing. Procurement, Claim Processtng. 

• Onon/Dakota Annual Management Pl.m (AMP) development, 
Repairable llcm pipeline manag('mcn t, Rcpmrable llem 
rcplcnil!hmcnt. 137 



• Orion/Dakota funding for replacement, repair and tl>chnical 
services, including bidding, impact statements, and commitment 
and expenditure of funds. 

• l n-~ervice introduction of Orion/Dakota projects. 
• Orion/Dakota Publications Management. 
• Development of the logrstJcs processes to support Manhme Patrol 

Croup and Aircraft Research and Development Unit. 
The Squadron is chaTilctcrised by several specialist logistics 

management tedrns, each of approximately 10 people wrth a team leader 
al the squadron leader, junior officer, warrant oHicer or crvrlran 
equivalent level. Each system tl'am oHcrs the thwc main functional 
elements: engineering support, repairable item management and spares 
mventory ma.n~gcment. 

Establishing the prionty, allocating resourcel., conttolling analysts 
methods, as well as conducting the more significant analysu., is done 
centrally wrthm the Maritime Patrol Logistics Management Squadron 
management group. The head of thts group rs the executive officer. The 
c<>ncepts of planning. cvaluahon and resource management are part of 
this group. The crrteria by whrch Maritime Patrol Logblics Management 
Squadron are bcrng assessed are centred around the followrng: 

• better customer focus and ~rvice 
• better ~urce management, and 
• more satL~fying jobs. 
11lc pnmary focus for the Mantrmc Patrol Logistics Management 

Squ~dron is developing processes ~nd prnctiCt'S which assist in meeting 
custnmers' t>~pect.ltions, wrth qualltrfrable outcomes that can be readily 
assessed by tht' customer. 11lt> development of thl'ht' outcomes hao 
centred on lhrec key result are.1s, whrch are as follows: 

• Timeliness (as related to Aircraft Availability)-'Delivery of 
acceptable logistics 'upport ,,t lhc right time in the nght place a~ 
nl>gOtiated wrth the customer'. 

• Suotamabrlity-'l'rovosron of logr>trc support as defined by 
Australian Defence Force policrcs on Life of Type (LOT) and 
prcparcdnL•ss'. 

• Technical Ainvorthines~-'To ensure aircraft and equipment are frt 
for fLght through desrgn, con~lructron and mruntenance to 
approved standards acceptable 10 the RAAF'. 

The Total Quality Management philosophy has been embraced to 
138 ensure enthusiasm and involv~ment of .111 staff ll1c framework for this 
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system is Austrahilll Standard (AS) 3901, 'Quahty systl.'l1l for design/ 
development, productoon, installation and servocmg'. Process develop­
ment is the cornerstone of ensuring a ~ustamable qualoty milllagement 
system, woth documenliltoon betng the crotocal clement ensuring both 
accountabohty and traceaboloty. 

The chaUeng~ before Maritime Patrol Logc.tocs Management 
Squadron are to produce creditable measure, of logtSlics support 
dictated by the operational customer, and to odentofy the mmimum level 
of non·discretoonary bupport needed to ml>ct th()S(' r('<juircmcnts. Md 
hence sustatn .md improve the availability of the .oppropriate weapon 
system. 

COMMAN D ING O FFICER 
January 1993 -Wing Commander R. l lopkons 
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MOVEMENT AND CONTROL 
OFFICES (MCO) 

N ARRAT IVE 
me Movement and Control Off1ces w~re t>!otabllshed m tlw capital cities 
of the States of Australia, exdudmg Tnsmania, during the 1960s .1nd enrly 
1970s. The purpose of such offices wt~s I<' control the mowment of 
persormel and fre1ght (cargo) departmg and arriving through th<' capit~ l 
c1t1cs of Sydney, Melbourne, Bnsbane, Adelaide and Perth. Such 
movemen t activities wert' vm rail, road. air and sea. 

Due to the routme nature of the work carried out at the Offices, ""Y 
notable events are few and far between. There were of course the normal 
VII' movements and occasionally thl're wert> events of histoncal 
importanc<'. Fur c~.•mplc, in July 1%7. at Sydney, the {irst container 
shipment to bt? h~ndled by the RAAF was rece1ved The container was 
constructed to international s tandard dimensions and arrived in Sydney 
from the United Stoles on board the Allslralinn lsi•• holding 366 packages 
of various '"'e:.. fhe advantage of the container Wd~ m the ~aving u1 
miln hours~ not m .. "Cd inH to .search the whar( ~lrea for and1vidual 
packagcs. 

Another intere.ting arnval at Sydney wa~ on 5 IA"Cember 1%8 when 
.1 damaged Canbou aircraft, A4-152, arm •ed (rum South Vietndm. TI1e 
.1 ircraft was m o di>mant1od c<mdillon, arnvmg aboard IlMAS Sydney for 
repair by Hawker De Havilland Pty Ltd at Ba.nkstown Aerodrome. Some 
component• were transport<-d by road (rom the unloadu1g point at 
Carden Island to Bankstown, although the d1mensJOns of the front 
fuselage and cen tre section precluded th1s ml'ans of transport. TI1ose 
sections w~c transported by lighter from Sydney Harbour to Botany 
Bay and thence via George'; River to the northern >ide of Milperr.1 
Bridge adJacent to Bankstown Aerodrome. Thq were then unloaded 1>11 
to thl' river bank by a I' & H crane with a 70-foot jib and towed a 
di.>tance <>f .1bout 75 y.,rds across Henry Lawson Drive into the 
.wrodrom<'. Th1~ w.t~ the fir•t occasion that an a.rcraft had been taken to 
sea by lighter •n the course of transportation by surface means {rom the 
port of Sydney. 

The Movemcnl and Control Offices survived into the la te 1970s and 
140 early 1980s, where the last record<'<! unit history appears. 
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Adelaide MCO 
Clrrollology 
3 November 1971 -(irst entry in Unit History Record Book 
February 1979 -last entry in Unit History Record Book 
Cotmlln11di11g Ojficers 
3 November 1971 -Plight Lieutenant K.j . Tinlin 
11 September 1972 -Flight Lieutenant W. Bambling 
August 1976 -Flying Q(ficer C. Leach 
24 August 1978 -Flight Lieutenant B.S. NeweU 

Brisbane MCO 
Clrrollology 
1 December 1971 -£i.rst entry in Unit History Record Book 
29 August 1979 -last entry in Unit History Record Book 
Comma11ding Officers 
I December 1971 -Flight Lieutenant P.R. Muller 
June 1972 - Flying Ofricer R.B. Tyrie 
October 1972 -Flying Officer M.J. Crimston 
24 September 1974 -Flying Of(icer C.D. Conran 
20 December 1976 -Flight lieutenant S.R. Cameron 

Melbourne MCO 
C/rro11ology 
1 O..>cember 1971 -first entry in Unit History Record Book 
6 September 1979 - last entry in Unit History Record Book 
Comma11di11g Officers 
1 December 1971 - Squadron Leader D.j.F. Howes 
November 1973 -Squadron Leader J.M. Hyndes 
December 1974 -Flight Lieutenant C.R. Oarke 
2 May 1978 -squadron Leader R.W. Lawrence 

Perth MCO 
C/JrOIIOfogy 
1 November 1971 -first entry in Unit History Record Book 
31 August1979 -last entry in Unit History Record Book 
Comma11di11g Officers 
1 November 1971 -Flying Officer LE. McGrath 
August 1974 -Flight Lieutenant J. Van Heurck 
February 1977 - Plight Lieutenant F.S. Maguire 
9 January 1979 - Flight Lieutenant G.C.J. Turner 141 
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Sydney MCO 
CJmmol<~.v 
19 January 1%2 -fir..t entry m Umt H"torv Rl'COrd Oool. 
March 1980 -lil~t entry m Unit Ho~tory R<'COrd 13ool. 
Comnw11J111.~ Offiars 
19 )ilnu,lry 1%2 -Squildron Leader W L Ow~n.' 
II Augu't 1%5 -Flight Loeutenant E.G F<•rgu'>Qn 
9 O..'C~m~r 19bll -Flight Lieutenant J. MdA'<.>d 
29 J.mu.lry 1'17:l -Squadron u,,,der R.J Ewm 
27 0e.:4.'m~r 1'173 -Squadron Lead~r E. Kona,henko 
March 1971> -Squadron Leader R J Vuwy 
MMth 1977 -Squadron Leader G.T. St••wart 
M.uch 1979 - Flight Lieutenant C. D. WondcvN 
Nuwm~r 1'179 -Squadron Leader C1 StcwMt 



RAAF MOVEMENT 
CO-ORD INATIO N CENTRE 

I June 1970 

December 1992 

CHRONOLOGY 
-lonncd at RAAF BJ~ Richmond, NSW 
-became pan nl Aor Ltlt Co-ordmabon 

Centre and cca't.'<l to be 1-nown as 
MO\'Cment C:o-ordtnahon c~ntre 

NARRATIVE 
Th~ RAAF Movement Co-ordmahon O•ntrc wru. lonncd at RAAF Base 
Richmond, New South Wales, on I june 1970. The Centre's pnme 
functJon was to co-ordmate the movcm~nt ol all personnel and material 
allocated to the movement orgaml>dhon for traru.port. 

lrutJaUy, the RAAF Movement Co-ordmabon Centre was housed tn 

Buildings 351 and 352-;,mall World War II vtntage hmber and 
galvanised iron bu1lding~ that had been refurbt~hed to accommodate the 
three cqwpment offtcers and II> other ranks establlbhcd for th1s new unit. 
Squadron Leader LJ. Tmd.ll, who "'"' CEOS at Headqu.~rlcrs Suppo1'1 
Command, was attached to Richmond from l june to 2~ July to be the 
Centre's first movement co-ordinator. 

Until jwle 1970 there was no ccnlraliM.od RAAP movement control. 
Prior to that time th<> Load Co-ordination &>ction. a detachment ol 
Headquarters Support Command ba~d at Richmond, co-ordinated the 
loading and uhlisahon ol RAAP transport a1rcraft and CEOS at 
Headquarters Support Command controlled the achvittes of the RAAF 
Movement Control Olfoces, whtch w~rc .. tl'<l in each of the Australian 
State capital cities. These offices arranged the movement of personnel 
and equipment by CIVIlian means of tr.msport. 

The Movement Co-ordtnahon Cl.'nlre took owr thl.' dubl'lo of the Load 
Co-ordina!Jon Centre and CEOS. The pnmc n."'pons1bilities of the new 
unit included: 

• controlling achvthCS of Movement Control Offices and co­
ordtnating achvn•es of Au Mov~ment &ochons; 

• co-ordmabng the movCm<!nl of RAAF p<'I"WIUld .tnd cargo by au 
and surface means; 143 



• liaising with civilian organisations to co-ordinate and expedite thl' 
movement of RAAF IX'rsonnel and cargo; 

• distributing to the movement orgatHsation detatlL>d procedure!' 
emanating from policy promulgated by Air Fore~ Offict>; 

• advising on training standards and determintng atr movement 
continuation tr.lining r~quirement.!.; 

• ltatSing wtth other Services on movement aspects affecting the 
RAAF; 

• liaising with Headquarters Operalton Command and RAAF 
transport squadrons m respect of spcna l loadings, e.g. mobiltty 
exercises, carriage of Army equipment, movement of aircraft 
t:ngines etc.; and 

• allocatmg pa~scnger and cargo lo.1dings to RAAF transport 
aircraft. 

The \tnt! qutckly ilccepted its asstgned duties and an indication of the 
extent of its n.>sponsibtfittes can be gauged by the fact that m tiS hrst year 
of operations lt co-ordina ted the movement of II million pounds of cMgo 
and 2500 pa ... o,engel'l. by RAAF Hercules aircraft and over l9 000 
pas..o;engcrs by Qanta;. charter aircraft between Au~traha and Soulh·E<tst 
ASia. In that same ye<tr some 2J miliJon pounds of cqu tpmcnl was 
transported into the RAAF'> Bulk Stores O..pots and about 25 million 
pounds of IJke equ ipment was trat,;ported from the depot> to RAAF 
umts. 

On averagt•, dunng its 22 years of e>.i~tcncc. the Movement Co­
ordination Centre co-ordinated the upbft of 3 million kilogram; of c•rgo 
per month, the bulk of thts by air and road. rasscnger trafltc generally 
averaged in execs.. of 20 000 per yc.u, most of whom were moved by air 
transport. Throughout its existence the Ccntr<' was involved, tn varying 
degree., in co-ordinating the movement of cargo and/or personnel: 

• on a ll RAAF scheduled lbghts within Australia Md to/ from 
Australian Def<•ncc Force units overseas; 

• on .111 unscheduled or special flights (RAAF and civtl) tnvolved in 
support of Australian Defence Force units tn Australia. South-East 
Asia and other overso?ols IocaiJties; 

• to and from natiOnal disaster sitcs, e.g. Darwin when some 
2 mtlhon pounds of corgo were moved tn 86 specta l Oif'lhls 
following Cyclone Trac·y m O....:cmber 1974; and 

144 • betwe-en RAAF <'J>tablbhm!!nts by aU mean> of transport. 



ln addition to tho!>e activita~s the Movcm~t Co-ordination Centre 
was also involved m arrangmg the convcy~nce of Royalty, Governors­
General. Prime Mmistcrs, the Pope and the personnel and equipment 
(vehicles etc.) ncedlod in support of such VII' movements. 

The tasks undertaken by Movement C<HJrdmataon Centre wt're ,·aned 
and wide ranging. and an andacataon of the types of operations carried 
out can be gamed from the followang e~ampl~. 

• the return to Au,tralaa of the Au>!ralaan Defence Force personnel 
and equapment from South Vaetnam when the Vactnam war ended; 

• the return to Australia of the Australian Dl:fence Force per..onnel 
and thear famahes from Butterworth, MalayMa; 

• the transportation or ground support equaprnent gwen to 
lndonesaa wath Sabre aarcraft, 

• the airlilt of contmgents of Au>lraban peacc-keepmg troops to 
Namibia m 1989 and the 'upport, by aar, of those troops and 
Australian Defence Force personMI engaged pnor, dunng and 
after the 'Gulf' hostahhes; 

• the aarlift of a pnze Murray Grey bull to China (a gift (Tom the 
Australian Government); 

• support for the Unatl'd Nahon.~ Military Observer Croup in lndia 
and Pakistan; 

• Oood and famine disnster relacf into Cambodaa; 
• airlift support for Allbtralian Defence Force personnel ln Sinaj; 
• air support for the Commonwealth Ceasefarc Monatoring Force m 

Rhodesia; and 
• airlift co-ordination of RAAP Hercules and Boeing 707 ajrcrafl 

engaged an the movement of civalaan passengers throughout 
Australia dunng the commcrcaal airhnl'li ptlots strike in !989. 

Dunng 1991 and 1992 there were .evcral admmistrahve and 
functional changl'> made m the RAAF mowment field and tlus altered 
the Centre's responsabahtics. Control of the Movement Control Offices 
was transferrtod from the Movement Co-ordination Centre and that 
Centre became even further integrated mto the Air Wt Co-ordination 
Centre at Rkhmond. 

Although some organasahonal changes were made m 1979, the 
Centre's role continued unhl 1992 when the operational aspl'Cls became 
more closely embodied m the O\ crall atr Wt operations. The Movement 
Co-ordmahon Centre ceased operahons m D«embcr t992. 145 
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COMMANDING OHICERS 
I )unt• 1'170 
25 July 1970 
.30 i\UKUSI 1971 
14 )dnuary IQ74 
10 S.•pt~mb,r 1976 
1 j.lnu~t)· 1980 

·I J.>nuary 1984 
18 O..>c~mb,r 1987 
II\ )M1uory 1990 
I ~ J•lnliMY I 'IIJ2 

-Squadron Lo!adcr L.J Ttnddl 
-Squadron Leader J. \ '1.1.1nn 
- Wmg Comm.mdt•r JE. 1\"u:hubun 
-Wing Cummandt•r R.j Ewm 
-Wmg Comm.lndcr I .J Tmdal 
-Wmg Cumm.>ndt•r D. Fult')' 
-Wmg Comm.lnd,•r J. tl.>llurt•n 
-W•ng Comm.mdcr IJ.W. l'c,llo. 
-Wmg ComnMndcr W .) l{y.m 
- Wmg Cummandt•r I. )•lm•c~on 



RAAF TRANSPORTATION AND 
MOVEMENTS OFFICES 

NARRATIV[ 
RAAF Transportation and MO\'Crnent~ Ofhet."> were <.'!.tablished to move 
large volumes and numbe,., of RAAF g<>«b. l'qwpment and perwnnel 
by shtp, rat! and ro.1d dunng thew.,. The)· w~re set up m northern areas 
of Australia, New Gumca and surroundmg 1>lands. They also helped to 
supply American umt:. wht>n rl'qUtl't'd. M~t or the umts disbanded early 
in 1946 except for the Bri!obane, Sydm•) and Melbourne offices whtch 
didn' t close tilllatt> 19~8 and 1~9. 

1 T ransportation and Movements Office 
Cltronology 
IS February 19~ I -formed ill Sydn~y. NSW 
IS March 1~9 -umt diSbanded 
Commandmg Offktrs 
IS February 1941 -Wmg Commander E.C. Buttfie1d 
I July 19~5 -Squ.ldron Leader F. Gill 
12 November 1945-Squadron Leader C.R. Ch.l~ting 
23 January 1948 -Squadron Leader R.l1 McLc.1n 

2 Transportation and Movements OHice 
Chrouolosy 
9 October 1942 -formed at Melbourne, Vtc. 
2 February 1949 -unit di&baodetl 
Cnmmnmfmg ODiCt'r:> 
9 October 19~2 -Squadron Leader J.A GtJJ 
20 April 1944 -Flight Ucuttmant J.J. Watson 

3 Transportation and Movements OHicc 
Otrortology 
20 Apnl 19~3 - romwd at Addatde, SA 
30 June 19~6 - untt dtsband<'<l 
Commandmg Office~ 
20 Apnl 1~':1 -Squadron Leader R.G Goodman 
14 February 194-l - Squadron Leader IU"' O'KI.'t!fe 
1 October 194S - Squadron Leader A L Gre~ 
14 February 19~6 -Fbght Lleutcnant A J•lffil('!,()ll 147 



4 Transporution and Movements Office 
Cllrouulogy 
26 April1943 -fom1ed at Perth, WA 
9 August 19~6 -unit disbanded 
Camma11diug 0/ficas 
26 April 1943 -Squadron Leader S.J. Smith 
26 April J 944 -Squndron Leader FL. G1/l 

5 Tronsporution and Movements Office 

Chronolr>gy 
18 November 19~2-fomlt'd at Bnsbanc, Qld 
28 September 19~8 -unit di:.banded 

Commnudi11.~ Offic•·rs 
18 December 1942 -Flymg Officer E.J. Oynon 
24 February 1944 -Squadron Leader R.G. Goodman 
10September 1946-Flight Lieute11ant J.J. Wright 
25 May 19·17 -Squadron Leader J.B. Fitzgerald 
29 July 1948 -Flight Lieutenant J.J. Williams 

6 Transportation and Movements Office 
Chrmwlogy 
20 April 1943 
8 j.lmMry 1946 

-formed at Townsvi lle, Qld 
-unit d lsbanded 

Commnndmg Officers 
20 Apnl 194:1 -Flight Lieutenant E. V Wall 
10 April 194~ -Flight Lieutenant G. H. Camens 
20 December 1945 -FiiAht Licutenan l H.J. Lennon 

7 Transportation and Movements Office 
Chro11rlogy 
3 June 19H -formed at Milne Bay with detachments ,,t Port 

Mor~osbv, 1..-.c, Coodcm>ugh !;,land, Hollandia and 
1adji 

26 J\pril1946 -w1it disbanded 
Comnumdmg 0/fiCJ:rs 
4 June 19-13 -SquQdron Leader T.S. Carlyon 
2 June 19~4 -Squ.•dron Leader S.j Sn11lh 

148 I August 1945 -W•ng Commander N. Fleet 



8 Transportation and Movements Office 
Orronology 
l April 1944 -formed at WinneUie, NT, with detachments at 

Batchelor, Alice Sprr.ngs, Mt !sa and Corrie 
20 August 1946 -unit disbanded 
Commnnding Officers 
April 1944 -Squadron Leader A. L Gregg 
15 December 1944 -Squadron Leader D.W. Kirk 
7 September 1945 -Flight Lieutenant G.N. AI pass 
June 1946 -Flight Lieutenant N.H. Bradley 

9 Transportation and Movements Office 
Clrronology 
July 1944 -formed as Transport and Movement Office at 

Noemfoor Island 
1 February 1945 -re·named 9 Transportation and Movements Office 

at Noemfoor Island, with detachments at Biak and 
Morotai Islands 

31 March 1946 -wtil disbanded 
Commnnding Officers 
1 April1944 -Squadron Leader A.L Gregg 
8 December 1944 -Squadron Leader D.W. Kirk 
12 November 1945 -Flight Lieutenant C.N. Alpass 
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TACTICAL FIGHTER LOG i STICS 
MANAGEMENT SQl)ADRON 

August 1992 
j~nuary 1993 
November 1994 

Cl-1 RONOLOGY 
--.;st.1blishcd at Melbourne, Vic. 
-re-located to WiUiamtown, NSW 
-based at Wilham town, NSW 

N ARRATIVE 
Tacttcal Fighter Loghtics Managemen t Squadron was formed as a result 
of lhc introduction of the quality approach to management wilthin the 
RAAF in 1990. A number of rcv1cws were conducted which culminated 
Ill the creation of integrated groups to s upport spcc1hc aircraft types and 
their s upport t'Cjuipmcnt. These groups repl.1ced separate lu.nctlonal 
Nganis.lhons which were b.1""d in Melbourne and resporu,lblc for 
engineering. maintenance, supply oupport and capital projects. A;. ,, 

consequence of these reviews, Tactical F1ghter LogistJcs Management 
Squ.>dron was initially f<>rnled in Melbourne in Augus t tW2 and re­
located to RAAF Base Wiltiamtown in january 1993. 

Tactica l F1ghter Logistics Management Squadron wa_, fom1ed from 
Support Croup 2, Hornet Engu1cering Section and Aircraft Engineering 6. 
When the Squ.1dron was re-located to Willi,lmtown, the Headquartcl'!> 
Log1stics Command F/ A-18 Protect •laff jomed the Squadron, wh~eh 
supports the F/ A-18 Hornet, Macch1 and Wmtccl atrcraft. 

The urut h.lS 138 established posittons. 131 positions are based at 
RAAF Baw W1Wamtown, cornpriJ,i,,g 102 service positions and 
29 I:Nfcm.--e civLlian po:.;itions. Tht_) remauu.ng scv~n p~ations arc ~rv1c~ 
liaiSon staU based in the Umted Stales to prov1de logistiCS support for the 
RAAF F/ A-18 atrcraft. Add1honal support 15 provided Ill Tactica l Fighter 
LogiStics M.lnagemcnt Squadrun ,,t l'l!lliamtown by two F/A-18 Field 
Service Repre.'\t!ntatives from McDonnell Oougla.~ and General Electric in 
the U111ted States, and a Directorate of Qud!ity Assurance representative. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
August 1992 - Wing Commander J Longngg 





In NO\<m~ 1992 tl WdS ~thai. ... part ol tOO RAAF 75th 
Annl\ tn.tr\ cd<'l•ralionS lo br held 1n 1996 a hiuory of ra.:h unit ol 
th.- RAAF should 1>r prepo1red EiKh history w .. "' br bned on the 
rrlt'\lnt Umt Ht..~lOt')" Rt.-ocord and :tnturm.ltaon up tu 'lwctnbt-r 
)Q<I4 UI<IU~<od 11W conn-pi WllS to prl)(!u..-., 4 <"Onct'ie htste>ry of e.l<h 
untt wh1ch wt•uld .1110 'ioCrve ..,, a ~SIC' 1'\"ll•rm,-.• hlr lurthcr 

f\'Sl1Ml h. ilnd the n:ah~1t1on ot dutt coOCl.•pt h·'" rl":"'Uih-d '" tha!l 

UOI4Ut• \\ l~r)r.. 

Volume I lntrodu<tton, B.lse., Suppurhnj; Organt.,.lh..,. 
\ ulum<.' 2 Fot~htrr UntL• 
\ olumr 3 Bomb.'!' l.J ruts 
\ olumr 4 \bntune and Tr•noport l.J nits 

\olumr 5 R.ul.u Untts 
Volurnr D I~ Umts 
~ ••lumr 7 MAlnt<"NJ>Ce Uruts 
\ olwn< 8 T ratnlng Uruts 
\olume9 Anallary !.:not' 
Volume- Ill: Chic.-f•ot the ArrStall Atrcralt Bol:>hopaph\ 
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