


ll1b book is one of a series of publications produced 
for lhc 75th Anniversary of lht• Royal Au,lra lian Air 
l'or~. l'rmapal sponsors of Annl\'~""uy aclivilll'S 
M~ An!>Cil Australia, Bnhsh Al'r<"P•'Cl' Australia 
l.in111t>d, McDonnell Oougl." and l.txkh~'l'<i M.trhn 
\t>rlln.,uhcal Syslm..s. 

D 
ANsm AuSTRALIA 

LOCKHEED MARTIN 
Aeronautical Systems 

~ 
_._ A&"'D>O--ICII'"' 

AUSTRALIA 



UN ITS OF T H E ROYAL 

AU STRALIAN AI R FORCE 
A CONCISE H ISTORY 

VOLUME 1 

INTRODUCTION. BASES. 

SUPPORTING ORGAN ISATIO NS 
(ompdt.>d by the RAAF Historical S..>ctot>n 

An AGf'S Press publicatinn 
Aw.trJ IIJn Government Publi,hing S.:Orvicc 

Canberra 



11:1 Commonweallh of Au$trnlia 1995 

This work is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the 
Ct>J>Hfig/11 Act 1968, no part may be reproduced by any process wtthout 
prior written permission from the Austral iitn Government Publishlng 
Service. Requests and mquiries concerning reproduction and rights 
should be add r~>sscd to the Manag!>r, Com.monwcJIIh Information 
Servicl'!>, Australian Government Publishing Sen•ire, CPO Bo~ 84, 
Canberra ACT 260 I. 

NahOnal Ubrnry of Australid Cataloguinf;·in-Publication dat.l: 

Units of the Royal Au,tralian Air Force: a roncbe hbtory. 
Volume I. Introduction, b«st'S, supporting organisations. 

ISBN 0 Ml 42792 2. 
ISBN 0 !H-l 42793 0 (set) 

I. Australia. Royal Australian Air Force- I listory. 
L Australla. Royal Australian Air Force. l li<torical 
Sechon. 

358.400994 

Cover photograph: IJol·kito• ot•r•r Pomt Cook 1914, painted bv Nom1.m 
Clifford, 1990 (61 em x -II em) 

Text and cover design for the 10-volumc set lby The ACt'S Design Studoo 
Productxl by the Austr.1lian Government Publishing Scn•ke 



FOREWORD 
When pl.mnmg the RAAF's 75th Ann"''"""'Y celebrations, th~ 
~•gmlicance ulthc RAAF'~ heritage could not t>c o\ t•rln<lkt'<.l 

Umts •>f Ill<' Rc>~''' All>lmlllm Air Ft•r<"<': A Cc•11n ... • H1'""~ IS the n.'SUit of 
thrt~ war-. elf r.·--·;mh and wnling b) RAAf I h'tnn•al St.-chon and 
appro>.~m.1tdy 110 volunll'er author.>, rangmglrom ..crvmg mcmbc,.,, '-''' 
~n·•cemcn and mtcrcsted dvmans. No otlwr a~r foret• ha' attempted to 
publi•h ,, h"tury of ct·cry unit which ex"h'd m 1ts tlT);i1111"''ion, and 11s 

reaiC, .. ,tinn io, .1 unique m.sight into thl.! or~.mi"'itli(ln and lil'Vl'lupm(•nl of 
the RAA I nwr ,, period of 75 ye<~ ..... I he multl·f.~ectcJ .1chvitic>s 
undcrtakcn by th•~ I~AAF an peace anti w.1r, .1~ ucpiciL'<l 111 the records of 
the unit,, 'h<>w Cc)uri\gc, diligence ilnd pmfc,,icm,,li,m of which all 
Au~tralions shoultl be proud. 

Th1~ set of volumi'S IS des•gned as ,, b.Nc, vet .lllthuritah\'e, ready 
reference of A1r Force h~StOT)' It will be ,, l.1stmg tnbutl.' to those who 
scn·l'-.1, a );UUJl• to~\ ~ryonc with an mh:rl"""'t, b..• 1t , .. ,.,u .. ll cu tlCo~.ldemic. in 
the fa~m.lhng heritage of the Scn·ice; .md .1 foundatiOn lor future study 

L. B. Fislwr 
Air MMsh,ll 
Chief of thl' J\1T Staff 

v 
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INTRODUCTION 
In November 1992 it was proposed that, as part of the RAAF 
75th Anniversary celebrations to be held in 1996, a complete history of 
each unit of the RAAF shou ld be prepared. The conCI.'pt was to produce a 
concise history of each unit which would also serve as a basic reference 
for further resc:ard1, and the realisatic)n of thnt concept has resulted in n 
unique work. Other air forces haw produced a history of all operational 
units, but no oU1cr air force has attempted to give a concise history of 
every unit which was an integral part of its organis.~tion. An ~arl y 

decision was to produce 10 'generic' volumes, each pNlinent to a given 
function of the Royal Austt"alian Air Force. Every effort has been made to 
remain true to this concept, a lthough it is conceded that some arbitrary 
decisions have bl'Cn made as to whid1 volume a unit would best fit into. 

After much discus.'>ion, a standard format wa' e:;tabl i;,hed for each 
volume and rc<Juests circulated for volunteers to rcscarch and write the 
histories. Each history was to be based on the relevant Unit Hl<tory 
Record and every c~~re mkcn to ensure factual accur.•cy within a ; trict 
word limit. Only infom1ation up to November 1994 was to be induded. 

Over Ito volunteers, drawn from within the Service, ex-service 
organisation> and interested civilians, forwarded pieces tn the RAAF 
Historical S..'Ciion, which undertook the collation of the manuscripts. final 
checking and lia1son with the publishers. Except for editing for 
co11sistency of style the histories remain largely as they were written. 

Vtllumc 1 conl<lin.' dct.•il on the current operational bases of the RAAF 
and the World War ll Operational Base Umts which undcrtonk ,, vital 
role in maintaining Allied aircraft opera ting from remote localities. It 
describ<:s the uctivitics of organisatiOils which have not prc,·iously beell 
recognis.<d, indudillg the Volunteer Air Observe" Corps and RAAF 
Maritime Sections, Wireless Units and Signals Units. Oper<1lions in 
support ol United Nations peacekeeping tasks are also included. 
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1 O PERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

2 O."Ccmber 1942 
12 April 1<146 

CHRONOLOGY 
- fir<t entry in Lnllllt,tl>l"\' Rl>;:nrd 

-last entry in Urut H"'"'l Rl'<.X>nl 

NARRATIVE 
Th~ (ir-,t entry tn I Operational Bas..• Unll':. Unit I h.,tory R('('ord was 

mnde .It Mal loc<>oto, Victoria, on 2 O.'Cembl•r J\).12. 
rtw prime function of the Unit "'""to rdud .1nd dfcct mine>r repairs 

em aircrdft irt tr.ul\il. The Unit ser\'iced m.my mrcr.tft typto;,, '>uch olS 

lludson, Bc.tufort, Miles llawk. Veg,, Gull, 1\n:,on, O~fnrd, lo..tttyhawk 
and rigcr Muth, many of which were Oving maritiml' rl'Connais.<.lnce and 

\Ur\ ~ill.1ncc mi'""n' Th~ la>t entry an tlw Lmt lli,lury R<•<:<>rd wil.'o 

m.tdc on 12 Apral 1'146. 

COMMANDING OfiiCER.S 
lk<:cmlx•r 1'142 
9 O.'Cembcr IIJ42 
22 Ntl\ cmlx•r I'IH 
February II.J-14 
F~;bru.try 1945 
Januan• 194(> 

22 Fcbru.lfy I '141i 
12 April I'J.Ih 

-Pilot Officer T.J R\',ln 
-Flight Lieutenant C S. Fckcrt 
-Fiaght Lieutenant C C Wlwd<•r 
-Flight Lieutenant H.R. C:tbb<; 

-Flight Lieutenant S.A. Symon' 
-Flight Lieutenant T.W. Powling 

-FI ying ornccr I. Bumi<'Y 
-Flymg Officer D.C. Johnston 
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11 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
21 May 1942 -first entry in Unil Hbttwy lkocord 
15 October 19-14 -Unit disbandt'<l 

N ARRATIVE 
TI1c first entry in the 11 Operational Base Unht Hjstory Record was nMde 
on 21 May 1\142, when Pilot Officer Houghton was pnsted from 
Richmond, Nc'v South Wall-s, In Moruyn, New South Wales, to a<sume 
cmnmand. 

On 28 September 1942, Eastem Area was informed that the Unit was 
upc•rationnl. 

On 8 February 1943, an Anson from 73 Squad ron new a square search 
for an enemy submarine that attacked and sank the Jro11 K11igltt. The 
n.>Sult W:\S ncgntjvc and ovc.r the following; days more S<'arches were 
carried ou t. 

During the month of October 1944, rclati.vely few ai rcraft landed at 
the base. The nirstrip was maintained in first class order until, on 
30 October 1941, U1e refuelling facilities, narc paths, fire extingui<hcrs 
and tools were removed and the airfield assumed the ~liltus of an 
emergency landmg ground. 

11 Operational Base Unit ceased to function"" 15 October 19-14. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
23 May 1942 
Augu~t 1942 
19 September 1942 
2 Novcmb(>f 1942 
L l March 1943 
21 Dlocember 1943 
Augu~t 1944 

- Pilot Olfi('('r EA. Houghton 
- Pilot Officer A. H. Yt>ung 
- Pilot Offi('('r E. Ranking 
-Flying Officer R. Brighton 
- FUght Ueutenant W.G. Ahearn 
-Flying Officer A.Ji:. Young 
-Flying Officer B.M. Miller 



12 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

CHRONOLOGY 
22 May 19~2 -rai><!d at Coff, Harbour, N<;\\ 
8 janu.~ry 1'1.15 -Umt disbandl'<l 

NARRATIVE 
12 Op;:,ratl()n,•l Base Unit was l'Stablishl'C.l .1t tnff, llarbour, New South 
Wa les, on 22 May 1 9~. under the tcmpor.~ry cornmond of l'ilot Officer 
C.C. Ft~ithfull, with a strength of one officer anu ·18 llllwr r.ml..,. 

The men were initially housed in a s ingle hut but by lhc ~nd of 
Scplcmbcr 19~2 a ll were dwelling in Ients. At lh" lun.,, the conhlruclion 
of dbp<•r-..11 hangar!> and other facilities ww; und••r "•'V· 

Leadmg Ain:raflman E.L.C. Collinh firt'<IIW<> 'hoi> al an 'unde!>1rable 
characlcr' on II March 19~3. 

On two oc:c.Non ... facilities at the ba-.., w;•r,• lhn•.ll<'tll'<l by flre. On 
31 jul)· 1~. ,, fire wah l'>.tinguished within 6~ \'.U<b uf lhc bomb dump, 
and swlfl acllon by the base fire fighting part) ""l'<l the 1ransm1ttmg 
station from IX""ble damage on 20 Nowmbt!r I 'I+! 

The fir..l Opl'rJIIOnal aircrafl IO be ba'l.o.J ,11 ('<>rf, ll.uoour were three 
71 Squ.1dron Anson .1ircraf1, which arnwd on 31 O.:lobl•r 11N2. Olher 
squadrons wh1ch Opl'ratl>d dctachrncnl'. from Cuffs ll.ubour Wt!rc 
13 (Venlura); 23. 2~ (Vengeance); 32 (Bc.,u fort ); and 73 (Anson). On 
28 No11cmbcr 19~3. 71 Squadron, ll'SS ·A' Flight, .urlved fnr upcr.ltions and 
I hi' >CJUildrun w.1s di!.banded al Coffs Harbour on 28 Augusl 1'1+1. 

Tlw umtq flew anli-submarine patrols from Cofls Haroour. and an 
An'o<ln flown by Flymg Offic<'r NS Orr, Pilol OffiC~r K V,1l~nlmc and 
Scrgcanl R L Brool., was reported missin~; whilst undl•rlakmg lhis duty 
on 27 No•cmlx!r 1943. During December I 'I+!,~ ,,in;rJfiiJndt'<lat Coffs 
Harbour for rducllmg or Sl'n.'lce. 

12 Opt!r,llional ~ Unil disbanded on 8 Janu.lrv 19-15 

COMMANDING OrrtClRS 
I )un" 19-12 
22 May 19~3 
2 Scpl.,mbl•r 19~3 
May 19.W 

- Flying Officer 1:. T (., l oh 
- Flying Officer I W. OJ\'" 
- Flight Licuhm.IHI f'.l Br,lAA 
- Flight Lieuhm.1nl W.W Tumer 3 
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13 OPERAT IONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
13 November 1942 -formed at Camden, NSW 
8 D«embcr 194-1 -Unit d isbandcd 

N ARRATIVE 
13 Operational !lase Umt was fom1cd at C1mdcn, New South Wa les, on 
13 November 1942. to maintain f,1cilitics and installations at Camden, 
including barracks, ammunition 01nd explosives, avia tion fuels and oil<, 
operntions and meteorological S<.'Ciions. 

On 12 October 194-1 a signal was received from Headquarters Eastern 
Area ulStructing the Unit to d isband on 8 Dl'CCmber 1944. 

COMMANDING O FFICERS 
25 November 1942 
6 )LtnC 1944 

- Flying Officer E.H. Wray 
-Flying Officer C. H. Middleton 



14 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

CHRONOLOGY 
10 No\cmbo:r 1942 - lorm<'l.l oll 1.0\\'C>txl, Qld 
H Dl'CI'mber 19-H l'iOOU d"b.lndc>d ~nd rdormc>d as 140BU 

O..•t,lchmcnl 'A·, ChJrlc\'iUe 
14 Octc>b<.•r I 'l-16 Umt do..t.>and<"-1 

NARRATIV[ 
Aying Olficcr £I I£ \\ray ~mn>d o>n p<»hng from I Bombing 
and Gunnery School, F\·an ... tt ... ld, •" th<• Cummo1ndmg Offker o( 

14 Operational Base Umt, cln 10 1\n\"mbcr 19-12. The Uml was formed at 
Lowood, Quc>cru.land, and "''" ,..,labh'h<>d to mamiJon a dome:.tic 
organisati<'n and a''"l th" 'tall ol an\' <•p<'r.lhc>n.ll umt locate-d at the 
>talion. The CommJndong Olfic••r "'•" r<..,p<>nsobll' In Ea~tcm Art>a to 
mamtain an l•fficit!nt doml""'h' or~Jnto,.1hnn. mcludmg cilr.: and mam
tenance o( c"isling buildmg,, b.ur.ld<!<, plant .lnrll'qUlpmcnt, p<'rmanent 
m~smg arrJtngcmcnh .-,nd the rruvi'tlun of cantt'l'n f,1dlil1~. 

On 12 June 194-l, ,, RAAI· Command Opo!rationallnstruction ordered 
that the base become a ''"ll'"ll c.lmp lor lransil·nt fighter, medium 
bomber and other airaaft On 14 IX<ccmbcr 194-l, 15 Opcrohcmal Base 
Unit, Charlevillc, was disb,lndcd ,lnd rdorm.-d ,,, 14 Operotiona l 13..•sc 
Unit Octachmcnt 'A', Chnrlc•vi llt'. 

On 15 Augll';t ICJ45, ,11 the end uf Wo•rld W,or II, approxima tely 
100 RAAF ~nd IS WAAAI pt•.-onnd nMrcht'l.l in l..uwood .lithe request 
o( the town~pt'C>plc. 1\t tht> st,1tonn cm~ma ~nte•·tamment was held to 
celebra t-e the ,·ictory J.nnoum:cmcnt~. 

The Unot w,,, d"b••ndl'<l un 14 O.:tobcr 1'1-11> 

COMMANDING 01-FICERS 
10 Nowmber 1'142 
23 Nowmber 1942 
22 Octol>er l'l4'i 
17 1\o,·ember I<J.I'i 
5 December I '14 '> 
6 February 1946 

Flvong Olfic~r E.ll E. Wray 
llyong Ofloccr C Cnlfill 

- Squadn>n L<.'adcr 8 C \\ Fogg 
- ll1ght l•t•utcnJill N .A. Burton 
• lloght llt'Utl'nant W \ fr,mkhn 
-~1oght I ll'uhmantl .A I lughes 5 
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15 OPERATIONAL BASE UN lT 

C HRONOLOGY 
4 March 1943 - fom1ed a t CharJe,<UJe, Qld 
14 December 1944 -Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
15 Operational Base Unli was established a t Charleville, Queensland, to 
secure the aerodrome and bulk installation p<:trol supplies, and to service 
transient aircraft and personnel. Flight Lieu tenant V.J. Bahr commanded 
th~ Unit and its 17 personnel. 

Mcteorolog,ca l reporting was an important role played by the UnH, 
and Flying Officer A.A. Tweeda le was posted to undertake these du ties 
on 25 April 1943. 

On I August 1943, United States Army persom1cl commenced the 
dism1mtling of four hangars a t the Unit, and this task was complete'<! on 
21 September 1943. On 26 August, U1e fill ing points at the underground 
storage tanks ,,t Glenroy were completed and the double electric flare 
path on the aerodrome was completed on 1 june 19-14. 

At the end of D<>ecmbcr 1943. the s trength of the Unit stood ~~ 

~0 personnel. 
On 29 janua,·y 1944, Flying Officer A. E. Brook (RAFl was killed when 

Boomerang A-16-170 crasht>d, and a search was initiated on 22 Moy 1944 
to discover a lleauOgh tcr which had been lost in the &Inola area. The 
.1ircraft and crew were found at Dorrie Station next day. 

Headquarters Eastem Area advised that the Unit wou ld cease to 
operate from 15 October 194-1, and disband. The met<•nrologica l .md 
caretaking party wer<; to remain ns a dctlchmcnt of 14 Opcrntional Base 
Unit. 15 Opcr.1 tiona l Base Unit was disbnndcd on I~ December 1944. 

COMMANDING O FFICERS 
-1 MMch 19-13 
Ul june 1943 

-Flight Ueutenant V.j . llahr 
-Flying Officer H. W. Wheatley 



16 OPERATI ONAL BASE UN IT 

7 Augu~t 1'1·1~ 
2 April 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-fonned at St C,'Org,.,.. B."'"· '1/S\<\ 
-Umt disband~! 

N ARRATIVE 
16 Opcr~hon.ll 13a'e Umt was formed .1t St C'~"ll'"' B,"in, New South 
Wah>'>, un 7 August 1945 with Flight I ieu tcnant W.T. Smith as 
Commanding Officer. 

On 14 November 1945, an instruction w.l~ rt'Ct•iv'-d from 
Headquarter. Fa>tcm Area that the Untt be n-duet-d to a care and 
maintt:n.mcc umt, with five personnel, prinr tu dt'ohJn<lnwnt. 

On 2 Apnl 1'146, the Unit was disband<'<~ 

COMMANDING 0HICERS 
7 Augu~t 1<1.1'; 
Jamtar>· 194o 

-Fitght Ueutenant ~\ 1 Snuth 
- Sergeant W Oa\"oren 

7 
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21 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

2 M~y 19-t2 

1 t\pril 19-16 

CH rtONOLOGY 
- forml'<l a11~ockhampton. Qld 

- Unit disbanded 

NArtRATIVE 
Pilot OHicc.r B. Chirlian and a party of -17 airmen arrived at 
Rockhamplon, Qul>cnsland, on2 May 19-12, to ~tablish Operational Base, 
Rockhampton, which later bt!came 21 Operational Base Unit. No prior 
provLSion had been made for accommodation or messing and thus meals 
were obtained from the Volttnll'er Defence Corps dct<•chrncnt on garrison 
duty at the aerodrome. TI1e total party was temporarily accommodated In 
a vacant weatherboard cottage. 

At the out.•ct the Unit had nu equipment. For instuncc, there was no 
transport available at the base so a utility truck had lobe hired locally. A 
typewriter and office equipment were hired or obtained on loan 111 

Rockh,lmptnn. By lhc end of May 19-12, pNsonncl were housed in tents 
,md on 28 May 1942 Genera l Blarney landed by aircraft and in~pcclcd 
personnel. 

Work continued on the basc and llw following tasks wert! carried 
out-the erection of ten~, digging of slit trenches, dogging of petrol 
dispersal pits, construction of bomb dlspcrsa l pots, construction of 
25 y~rds practice riflt> range, camouflage of petrol and bomb uumps and 
preparation of a vegetable garden, 

On 2.3 June 1942, a Tiger Moth crash-landt'd .11 the base and damaged 
iL~ undercarriage and tower wing. The most spectacular accident 
\'lCCurred on 7 October 19-12. A Lockheed 14 (VH-CXK) From 22 Tr<lOp 
Carroer Squadron. USAAF, crnshed on landmg and wos cl)mplctcly 
destroyed by fire. TI1c crew of four, and six passengers. jumped through 
the windows to escape. All sustainl'<1 burrLS, two were serious enough to 
warrant admi;sion to the Rockhampton Gene;ml Hospital. 

On 6 August 19·12, United States Army crews with <>ighl US-inch 
machine guns look up position on thl' aerodrome as anl i-aircnft defence. 
On 2 March 19-13, General Krueger. Commander of the United Stales 
6th Army, arrived to inspect these persom~el 



nw major rule of the Unit was the mt>s,ing of trJns1cnt personnel, 
refuelhn); .1nd "-'" icmg \•isiling atrcrafL 

Dunn~: D.: tuber 19-15, the Prime \hm~tt>r ll<•n ChiOcy, 'bited 
Rockhampton and ~pent some llmc •nth th" Comm.mdmg Offitcr, A•ght 
Ltcuten.mt B.t\ ungsford, and Aymg Offlc"r s,,htlp, discu-sing 
21 Operational 6.1~ Unit. Dunng the "'mil munth tht• Superfortte» 
1\!a/tzmx Mnlll.ta v1s1ted to publicise the Fourth VKtnry Lo.1n 

W1th the end of World War 0, the Umt "''"' ,, ~:r,ldUJI decrease in 
aircr.1ft tr.>ffic, .md the Unit was di>bandtod un 1 Apnl 1'1-11>. 

COMMANDI NG OFF ICI RS 
2 M.>y 1942 
IS April 1941 
28 rcbruary 19·1-1 
15 ~cbru.w,, I 'l-15 
2 Augu~t J').J5 
12 Scptcmlx•r 19-15 
I February l'l-16 

- Pilot Officer B. Chirlian 
- Flying Officer W r rl.trn.ml 
-Flying Officer E.) . Collin);' 
- Fhght Lieutenant F) Lm:." 
-Fbght Lieutenant A Hurwood 
-Flight Lieutenant ri.A Lan~:,for<l 

- Fhght Lieutenant C W Rt>dd 

9 
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22 OPERATIONAL BASE UN lT 

31 October 1942 

lO October 1944 

CHRONOLOGY 
-RAAP Station Bowen became 

22 Operational Bas.e Unit 
-Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
22 Opcr.~tionnl IJaS<! Unit was established a\ Bowen, Queensland, ;md 
accommodation and facilities were purchased at Herbert, Dalrymple and 
George Streets. n,e Grand View and North Austra lian Hotels were also 
utilised by members of the Unit for administr.ative purposes. 

When Squadron Leader GJ. Winter-Irving assumed command of 
RAAF Station Bowen at the end of May 1942, the ;trength of the Unit 
stood at s ix officers and 97 airmen. He la ter assumed command of 
22 Operational Base Unit on its formation. 

Unti l early 1943, the members of the Unit serviced visiting aircraft, 
which included Tiger Moth, Dragon and visiting United States Mitchell 
types. On 31 October 1942. an Anson <tircraft en route from Ca irns to 
Mackay force-landed on the Bowen bcacl1. This aircraft wa.. salvaged 
from two feet of water during the same day. 

Kittyhnwk fighters from 75 Squadron new pa trols to seaward from 
the airfield at Bowen during lfi!ccmber 1942. On 13 DLocembcr, Sergeant 
R. Riddell crashed on landing alter a patrol, and wa, hospitalbL-d . 

In Mmch 1943, the first Catalina aircraft was ,,!lotted to 22 Operational 
Base Unit from 20 Squadron, for maintenance. Ca talina a•rcraft frorn 
11 Sc1uadron wen~ also maintaint..~, and another Catalina squadron~ 43, 
was raise-d at Bowen during May 19-13. 

22 Opcration.1l Base Unit was disbanded on 10 October 1944. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
I November 19·t2 
18 August 19-13 

-Squadron Leader G. I. Wintcr· lrving 
-Squadron Leader E.G. Forrest 



23 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
I Dcccmlx-r IQ.t2 -e.tablished at Townwoll~. Qld 
30 Nov.-rntx-r I <J.I.I -final entry on Unot I (o,tory Rl'Cord 

NARRATIVE 
23 O~rational Baw Unit was estabhshed ~~ Townwil lc, Queensland, 
with n 'trcngth of 22 officers and 349 airmen on I Dtoccmlx-r I'J.l2. Tlu~ 
Unit Wd'> rc'!'ipon,ibl" for meteorological SCr\·k~, ,11\tl tlw provision of 
signals, teleprinter, radio ranges and high frequency dirl'Clion finding 
facili tie:.. To undertake the former dutv, Fhght 1 o<•utcnant B. Ma<on was 
postl/d to the Unit on 7 Occemlx-r as the fir..t "'''ll'<>rolu~ocal officer, and 
the Unot br<>adcast<'<l codl/d meteorolugical inform.ltion to the Navy 
twice d;uly. Tlus task was assuml!d by Hcadquartc"' :'l:orth-Fastcm Area, 
Svdnc) Stn'Ct, cln 6 january IQ.t3. 

U'.ldms Aon:r.>ftman R.E. Marshall," mt>mlx-r uf thl' Unot, doed m the 
Townwollc General llo..potal on 19 Ot.'CCmlx-r l').t2, '"a r.-,ult of a motor 
'chiclt> .m:idcnt on the town. 

Tht~ baM' was .on omp<lrtanl centre for Allo<'\1 ,,or lr.JHu; to and from 
northcm ports,'" well .os ,, base lhmugh which mu'i un1t' st.og<.'<l; .>nd 
-12 Radar, and 75 Wong were both raised at Tuwnwill" durmg I'IH. 

The omport.>ncc of 23 O~rationnl BaS<' Unit can be sc.-n from s tatistics 
regarding «ircmft l.1ndings at U1e bdSC lx-twccn "Cl October 1943 and 
3 1 November 1944 1Jurb1g lhat period, I'J 103 Unit<•d Stdll'l> service, 
3749 RAAF and 2271 covihan aorcraft landed at Town;, Ill<'. n11s figure 
doe-. not include tho"' operated by New LA!aland and Dutch force-s. 

Th.- final entry an the 23 Operational S.N.' Unit ll"tory R<-c<>rd was 
made on 30 Nmembcr l<J.I.I. 

COMMANDING O FFICERS 
24 Dt.>ccmbcr 1942 
<I March ICJH 
27 Novcmlx-r 19H 

- Wmg CommJnder J 1: t.rah.1m 
- Wmg Comm«ndcr f I. B.11lhcu 
- Wing Commander C.S M.l tthcw' 

I I 
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24 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
2 June t\142 - first entry in Unit History Record 
3t December 1945 - t•st entry in Unit History Record 

NARRATIVE 
The liiSt entry in the 2-1 Operationa l Base Uni t Hbtory Record was made 
on 2 June 1942, and a t the Pnd of the month the Unit comprised tJueo.' 
officers anJ 33 airmen, all undl!l" th<: conm1and of Flight Lieutenant 
W.C Gates. As at 31 Dt.>ecmber 1943, the strength of tho~ Unit was tw(l 
officers and 48 other mnks. 

During May 1944, the G(lvemor of Queensland visited U1c Unit. Plight 
lieutenant j . Chuto! of 1 Mobile Parnchutc M<~intcnance Unit insp~'Cted a 
site at Mnreeba on 18 May and by 27 Mny, l Mobile Parachute 
Maintenance Unit was settled as a tt)dger unit a t Mareeba. 

During October t944, 1 Aush·,) lian P.uachute Bnttalion undertook a 

scr.es of practice parachute jumps in the area. Two Dakota aircraft were 
utilised, with 750 jumps being made from an average height of 700 feet. 
On 28 October, three Vengeance Jircraft from 5 Communications Unit 
amved to carry out target towing for I Australian Corps for a pcnod of 
sh weeks. Ct>-operalion with the Army conHnued on 29 November 1944, 
when 'ix An>,<m nircrJft from 8 Scn•ice Flying Training Schl\(ll arrived to 
undertake training exercises with the same Army formation. Kittyhawk 
fighters a.nd a>rcraft from 16 Air Observation Post Plight also operated 
from MMeeba during Apri l 1945. 

The final entry in the Unit History Record wa> mad~ oJ131 December 
t945. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
16 June 19·13 

9 September t943 
t4 january 1944 

AugtL~t 1944 
2S May 1945 
22 October 19-15 

- Flight Lieutenant W.C. Gates 
- Flying Officer C. Moir 
- Flying Officer F.R. Wilk,'SOn 
-Flight Lieutenant L.E. Sinclair 
- Flight Lieutenant F.M. Lehane 
- Flight Licuwnant A.G. f>(>rt·er 



25 OPERATIONAL BASE UN lT 

CHRONOLOGY 
25 May 1942 -formed at Cairns, Qld 
25 February 1946 -last entry in Unit History RL>cord 

NARRATIVE 
25 Operationa l Base Unit was formed at Cairns airfield on 25 May 1942, 
with Pilot Officer F.J. Bromley as the Commanding Officer. The Unit's 
strength at formation \ViiS 30 personnel. 

On 5 November t9-l2, the refuelling operations were taken over by the 
United Slates Army (27th Engineers Mobile Unit). The gravel runwa)•S 
needed more compaction, as heavy aircraft were unable to u::.c! them. 
On 3 january 19-15, the strip was temporanly closed down due to bad 
weaU1er. On the foUowing day a mustard gas bomb was inadvo:>rtcnll)' 
d ropp<.od from an aircraft on the strip by Chemica l RL•search Unil. A 
decont.1mination squod disposed of the bomb, which caused no d,una~c. 

On the same day a C47 aircraft nown by Lieutenant Grantz (USAAF) 
crashed whilst landing, due to brake failure. No personnel were injurt'CI 
but the undcrcn rringc wa, hadly damaged. 

In February 19-15 the ' wet' continued to affect scrvices-24 inches of 
rain were recorded for the munth~1nd on 2 February 19-15, 26 aircmft 
and 46 tmnsient personnel at the Unit were unable to proa.>ed south. 

In the month of November 1945, an a ll time Uni t rt'Cord for traffic was 
set, wi th 305 landings and tnke-offs, 94 500 gallons of fud pumpLod into 
aircraft and 4251 transient personnel passing through the Unil. 

1l1e Unit was ordered to commence d isbanding on I February 1946. 
The final entry in the Untt History Record was on 25 February 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
25 May 1942 
I November 1942 
1 Aprill9H 
I Sept~mber t9·13 
12 january 19-14 
l2 September 19-!5 

-Pilot Officer P.J. Bromley 
-Pilot Officer F. Bortfield 
-Flight Lieutenant R.li. Dixon 
-Squadron l..t'adcr A.G Collins 
- Squadron Lt'adcr W.j. Ahearn 
- Squadron (..('.'ldcr A.D. Callow 13 
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26 OPERATIONAL BASE UNlT 

10 juHe 19-12 

November 1942 
12 March 1943 

9 Dec!'mber 194-1 

CHRONOLOGY 
-signal staH disembarked at Portland 

Roads, Qld, for move to Iron Range, Qld 
-ftrst mention of '26 Operational Base Unit' 
-fil•c officers and 66 airm~ arrived at 

Portland Roads 
-Unit disbaHded 

N ARRATIVE 
On 7 June 1942, Pi lot Officer V.A. Purser and an installation party under 
command of Flight Lieutenant Edwards, dcpart~'CI from Townsville, 
Queensland, aboard Ute 55 Waudaua for Portland Roads. The ship arrived 
on 10 June 1942, and tlw men disembarked. On 22June, the party moved 
to the base at lron Range, 23 miles from Portland Roads. 

11te Unit's task was to mai11tain wireless communications between lhc 
46th Engineers, United States Army, and TownsviJic. On 8 July Uu? 
landing ground had developed to the stag~ where a Rapide aircraft could 
l.tnd. The airstrip. known as 'Cordon', was completed on 18 August 1<)42; 
lhe first aircraft to use lhc airstrip, a B-18, landed on the same day. 

At that time the signa lling facility belonged to the United States Army 
Air Force, and RAAF signallers were dependent· on it. In November, Ute 
installation of a powerful transmitter was completed, and the men 
commcnct<d a 24-hour listening watch. Howev.,r, tn~ United Stntcs 
services at the base used their own f~cilities, and the RAAF facihty was 
tutder-used. 

In September, Marauder aircraft from 22 Bombardment Croup 
arrived, and Oew their (irsl operation on 13 September. One Marauder 
crashed on return, and the Australian co-pilot, Pilot Officer Robmson, 
wa., killed. ln November, the majority of the Amencan units departed for 
New Guinea, leaving a company of ~gineer:s to undertake heavy work 
at Iron Range. As" result, the second airstrip, 'Claudie', was sealt<d and 
covered by U1e end or December 1942. 

ln January 19-13, the engineers departed for Port Moresby. By the end 
of February, the American operational unit>, which includc>d 22 and 
90 Bombardment Croups. had moved to other sites. 1l1e RAAF assumed 



rt'!.ptliNbolity for the aorfields, and moved into a camp >itc between the 
airfields whoch had lx.>en vacated by U1e 28th Scn·occ Squadron, United 
Stat~ Army. 

On I \1Mch 1943 the strength of 26 Operatit>nal B.N.' Unot, a• ot wa• 
then l..nown, "'•" l>e\'en officer.; and 108 men. On 12 \larch 1q43, Flight 
Lteutcnanl E. II Edge amved with 71 officer.. and men at Portland Roads 
aboard SS Wnmlmw 

The Unot m.untamed a ~ignab fun(bnn in ,ldditilln Ill the normal 
activities of an operationa l base unit. To facolll•llc th~ furmcr, Aoradio 
Statlon-call•ign VZIR-became operational on 15 July 1944 

A f.llal .ocdd~nt occurred on 14 June 19~3. when Flying Officer 
N.l'. ~~~ndell of 76 Squadron was killed when he force-landed his 
Kittyhawk on the lx~ach two miles from Portland Ro.1ds. Another trogedy 
toot.. place on 15 F~>bru.1ry 19~. when a 1'-10 and a 1'-17 collided on 
landing, ~ulhng on the death of First Loeutcnant ll;owke. 

Not all oncodenb on,·olved fatal aorcr.1ft cr.hhc-. On 17 April 1943, 
10 guards accompanied a party from 13 Carn-..m B.lttalion It> patrol 
To7cr Gap The patrol returned on 19 April, wothout "ghhng anvthlng 
suspocoous. 

On 17 July 1<1~4. two aonnen from the Unot tra\clk'<l by boat to Lloyds 
Bay, 12 moles n<lrth of the Lockhart Riwr Mb.\ion, In "'lv.,gc worck'SS, 
arm.1mcnt and cngone parts from a Vengeance aorcr.oft whoch had for«~ 
landed The two mo:n, and their booty, rl'tumed In I run R.1ngc on 26 July. 

A warning ord~r was rcccoved on 10 November 1944 to the cf(<.'CI that 
the Unit would di~b~nd. A small party- a dclachnwnt n( 27 Opcr.lti<>nal 
Base Unit would remain to maintain the airfield, .lnd 26 Op«ra tional 
Base Unit wa> di>banded on 9 IA>cembcr 19~ 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
7 Juno;, 1'1~2 
2 October 1942 
qMarch 1941 
Jun<' 1943 
8 Scptcmbcr 1943 

- Pilot Officer V.A Pur.<•r 
- Aying Officer F. H. Dl>yk• 
-Flight Uculenant F H fdg<' 
-Squadron Lead<'r A.} (nlhn\ 
- Right Lieutenant E.S. l'dward' 

IS 
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27 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

2·1 April 1942 
30 April 19·16 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Cooktown, Qld 
-Unit dbbandcd 

N ARRATIVE 
27 Operational Base Unit, origonally known as Cooktown Operat ional 
B.1se Unil, wa~ formed c1n 24 April 1942, '" the civil aerodrome, 
Cnoktown. The base wa~ managed by a detachmen t of 13 nwn consisting 
of wirell>ss/tdegraph op~rntors and guards, who also attended to th~ 
refuell ing of acrcrah. On 22 and 23 Apri l 1942, 50 addcltonal pcrs01mcl 
arrived un pi1Sting In take up specific duties, under the command of 
Flying Officer E.R. Cavanagh. 

Difficulty was experienced at thcs time 111 obtaimng suitable accom
mnd,ltion for both station and transient pt•rsonncl. A \nmbination of the 
equipment s tore, portion• of lhe radio buUding, mess hub and local 
faccl cties in Cooktown were used to mtoct the accommod.ction nt't.'<IS of 
the Unit. 

During Ma) 1942, a ircraft were scr\'ict'<l ,,nd crews accommodated 
who were pJrticipnting in the Coral Sea Ba ttl e. 

Everv ef(urt wa.s made tc.l rCSCUl' the cre\VS of c:-ra~hcd aircraft within 
tl1l' base'> 'Phcrc of operations. While attempting to l,md supplit>!. to the 
pilot of a beached aircrnft at Red l'oinl, f'lylng Officer Ellcrton lost his life 
and Ius burwl was arrange.'<! by the base. 

Early in October 1942 instructions wcr~ rec~ived to transfer the bas~ 
(rom the ch•il ,wrodromc to the new ,tir~trip at the Mission Strip, 
npproxirnately 8 miles from Cooktown. Flight Lieutenant R.M. McKenzie 
was the Commanding Officer at the time. 

One of the Unit's ium;tions w.1s to record weather details. The 
follllwing i> a typical extract, written in March 19~6, fr\1m th~ Uni t 
History Record: 

M(!tet.lmlogrcai- Rohnf,llllor this month wnt- well b~low ~wer~"'gc, th.: tutal (nil 
b<.'tnJ' 414 p<<tnl>. lltJ'hC>t dactv !nll "''" bctw&!n 0900 nn t/3/.JI> anJ 0<!00 on 
2/1/ ·56. V~ibilHy \VJI" bdow :;; miltw: l'lll ~ tK'Cet),Jon.s. .1nJ bclt'IW 2 mtkc: on 
3 ~lCC·l...,aons due tv t•.ulv muming mi't .u1d du~t ho1Jt.•, Th1.• wind \cludl) Wd~ 
rt.>ccm.1L-d .I .. I.'>.L't."t:dlng 20mph on two oc(a~ions o1hhough gw;t_s. Wt.'r"-' L..,.linmtt..>d 



tu hJ\ '"• r..,'.llh<.od 1Umph at tim\5. Only tw1ce Wil't th(' cloud base lower 
th.m 2.mu ,,, .• 

llw Umt "'" d1<b.1nded ''" 30 \pnl 1'1.16 Corrm.>l J \ Hale!> wa~ 
apponlll'tl car<>la~<'r of the \lossion Stnp, II> ''"'N.'l' lh<• correct for
wanhng Of l'<jUtpmcnl onto store. 

COMMANDING 0fiiCLRS 
24 April 19·12 
Ill Nowmlx•r 1'1~2 
II August 19-13 

-Flying Offic<•r I .H. C." ,,,,,gh 
-Flight Lbtt~o.ant R.M t.kK<•ntic 
-Flying Officer D. Birch 

17 
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28 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
16 May 1942 -raJscd at Hom Island, Qld 
15 December 19+1 -ceased to function 

N ARRATIVE 
28 Oper<Hiona I Base Unit w,1s formed at Horn Island on 16 May 1942 and 
Pilot Officer Corrigan assumed command on 31 May 1942. 

llu! Unit was eslablished at a time of high d r.1ma. Thert' were seven 
air raids on Hom Island between May 1942. and June 1943. On ll May 
1942, Hom Island was raided by six Japanese bombers and five "Zeke' 
fighters. Two Wirraway aircraft were destroyed during this raid. On 
7 July, tents and buildings were damagl'<l and the .1mmunilion hut totally 
destroyed when 16 bombers raided the island. Four Hudson aircraft were 
damaged when a lone Japanl'SC bomber raided Horn Island on 29 july. 
Nc't day, bombs fell in the ;ea <luring another raid. On IS jun<' 1943, a 
n•ght raider was caught in sea rchlights and bombs jettisoned into the sea 
near Pru1cc of Wales Island, and there was another air raid warning on 
2 1 June 1943. 

Horn Island was one of the most importaJlt staging points for aircr.1ft 
and units bound for New GuJJ1ea. AJrcraft such as ll-17, 8·25, P-38, P-39, 
1'·40, Beaufort and Catalina passed through Hom Island. as indNidual 
aircraft or •lS formed squadrons. To enable these aircraft to be serviced, 
the facilities at the base W<'re s lowly improved. By juJy 1943 new 
buiJdings were being Nected for the barraoo store and signals section, 
and lhe cyphcr offic~ and nperations rooms were extl'!nded by Unit 
labour. Another improvement was the water supply; on 21 )uJy 1943 
drinkable water was fowtd at a depth of 6-1 feet at a new bore, and 
another source of drmkable water was fuund on 23 September. 

Due lo the number and nature of air~rafl nlovem~nts1 it was inevitable 
that there were fatal incidents. On 23 o..c~mber 1943, a Dakota crashed 
30 ntiles south of Hom Island, and the Unit's rescue launch joined a na val 
launch to recover the survivors. On 23 February 1944, Flight Sergeant 
T.B. Griffiths was killed when his Kittyhawk crashed on take-off, and 
Wing Commander Lambert collidl'<l with three 80 Squadron Kittyhawk 
aircraft which were on standby on 19 March 1944. llte P-47 he was flying 



and a Kiltyhawk were destroyed by fire but Lambert was not injured A 
8-17 crash-landt>d on 24 March 19+1, and two crew member. were kiUed 

On 18 September 19-14, a fire broke out at 1900 hour. .1nd thrc.1tcned 
Unit buildmg~ Pcr.onnel were watching a mO\'ie, but were pulled aw.1y 
from th<> Oockcrong omagcs to control the fire; tht• mo' ot• rl.'rommenced 
at2130. 

The Unot Cl'a"--d to function on 15 Dt.'cembcr I'I-I-I 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
31 May 1942 
14 July 1942 
14 D\.'Ccmbcr 1942 
19 !A>Ct•mbcr 1941 
I ScptcmbN l'l.W 
18 Scpt('mbN 1'144 

- Pilot Officer Corrigun 
-Flight Li~utenant II.D. Young 
-Flight Lieutenant ).fl. Cranwr-Robcrt~ 
- Squadron Leader K I Willhm" 
-Squadron Leader C.l3. Oolphon 
- night Lieutenant F.). Luca; 

19 
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29 OPERATI O NA L BASE UNIT 

22 June 1942 
5 July 1943 
11 December 19·14 

CHRONOLOGY 
- ft1rmcd at Augustus Down,, Qld 
-moved to lnvcrleigh, Qld 
-Unit dasbanded 

NARRATIVE 
29 Operational Base Unit was formed at Augustus Downs, Queensland, 
un 22 June 1942 und~r the command (l( Pilot Offir.!r J.N.S. Wallens. 

Augustus Downs cattle station was •ihaate..-1 200 miles north of 
Cloncurry. A temporary runway had been cleared while the main 
runw,ly was sti ll under construction. The site chosen for the runwily wa' 
a red clay-pan, whach created a huge catchment a rea in the rainy season. 
Within miles of the camp there were three sandy ridges which were used 
for the dispers.1l of bombs, pyrotechnics, ammunition, petrol and oil. 

On 3 August 1942, Pilot Officer Willlens was nown to Cloncurry Base 
by a Flying Doctor aircraft-the first plane to land on the temporary strip. 
On 6 August, the main runway became operatlonnl. 

On 5 July 19-!3, the Unit moved to a new sitc al lnverleigh, lea,•ing 
II airmen a t Augustus Downs. Prior to the Unit's move, the Civil 
ConMruction Corps had been engaged in constructing a main and cross
strip, dispersal bays, splinter-proof pens, gun posts, roadways and 
necessary buildings a t hwcrlcigh. On arrh'ill the Unit was ai>l<> to 

function a mmediatcly due to this constnaclion. 
On 3 December 19-!4, a signal arrived posting all personnel out of the 

Unit cxc~pt lhc Commanding Officer, and the Unit was disbanded on 
It IA>ecmbcr 19-!-!. 

COMMAND ING OFFICERS 
22 June 1942 
1(, IA'Cember 19~2 
22 May t943 
2 September 1943 

13 October 1943 
6 February 19-14 
ScpkmbN 19•14 

-Pilot Officer J.N.S. Wallcns 
-Flying Officer E.R Cavanagh 
- Flight L1~utenant C.O.R. Fenner 
- Flight lieutenant R..M. McKenzie 
- Flight Lieutenant B.R.. Cooper 
- Flight Lieutenant B.A. L<angsford 
- Flight Lacu tenant A.D Mackrell 



30 OPERATIONAL BASE UNLT 

31 Dt.>crmbcr 1942 
30 September 1945 

C H RONOLOGY 
- formed at Clnncurry, Qld 
- last entry m Umt I fistory R<.>eord 

N ARRATIVE 
30 Opern tionnl Base Unit was formed at Cloncurry, Qul'Cnsland, on 
31 D~occmbcr 1942. Flying Officer H.W. Wheatley assumed command of 
the Unit on 22 january 19·13, at which st-agt' the strength of the Unit was 
four officers and 24 other ranks. 

On 31 January 1943, 17 aircraft uf 77 Squad.ron, the first of many 
squadrons to stage through Cloncurry, arrived. On 29 June 1943, 
12 Squadron arrived and departed next day, after the personnel had been 
huused in the local hotel. 23 Squad ron staged through Cloncurry on 
JS July 1943. 1, 548 and 549 Squadrons staged through Cloncurry in 
February 19-15. Nter the cess.1tion of hostlllties, 69 Spitfue aircraft s taged 
through the base, heading south. 

During March 1943, two underground tanks were fil led to the1r 
capacity of 20 000 gallons. During April a civilian was fined $30 for 
pilfering fuel. 

Convoys passed through Cloncurry, en route to lm•crlcigh and 
August11s Downs, during Mard•- April 19-13. 

Th<• Commandb•g Officer also filled the Defence Officer role. On 
31 May 1943, a new system of infantry training was instituted. TI1c 
Officer Commanding fom1cd non-commission~'<~ officer classes and 
became responsible for Uleir lrauung. Non-commissioned officers from 
the Garrison Battalion and the Volunteer Defence Force w.,r~ invited to 
attend. Arrangements were also made wit.h the Commanding Officer of 
15 Garrison Battalion to supply ~uards for the hangars, tarmacs, aircraft, 
airadio and meteorologica I sections. 

A United Sta le'S sen• ices C-17 crash.-..1 in names R milt'S from Boom<'ra 
Station, 70 miles north of Cloncurry, wiU1 the loss of all passengers ,1nd 
crew. A more intimate fa tality occurred when Corporal ).W. Su therland, 
from 1 Aircraft Repair Depot, was killed when a weapon.~ carrier 
overturned after a Sergeants' Mess socia l function on 14 Apri l 19-15. 
Sutherland was buried, with hill military honours, on 16 April. 21 
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An outbreak of cerebral spinal meningitis, which killed four and 
hospitalised 21, forced the town of Cloncurry to be placed 'off limiiS' 
from 12 to 26 january 1945. 

The final entry in the Unit History Record was made on 30 September 
1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
22 january 1943 
8 April 1943 
6)wle 1943 
19 june 1944 
26 February 1945 
14 May 1945 

-Flying Officer H.W. Wheatley 
- Flying Officer ).C. O'Connell 
-Flying Olficer E. Sinclair 
-Flight Lieutenant J.H. Cape 
- Flight Lieutenant H.A. Atkins 
-Flight Lieutenant J.H. Cape 



33 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

28 Apnl 1'143 
15 M~y 1943 
I 6 October 1943 
28 M~r~h I<J.lo 

CHRONOLOGY 
-form~>d .1t Towru.\1111!, Qld 
-mm·ro to Aitkem·~le, Qld 
- mm·e to Higgins Fidd, Qld, compleiL>d 
-last entry in Unit History Rt'Cord 

N ARRATIVE 
33 OJX!r.llion.JI Uasc Unit was fomu~d. under tlw tc•mpor.~ry wmmand of 
Flying Officer J. lkru.on, a t TownJWillc, Qut'i:nsl.lnd, on 28 Apri l 1943. 
The Unit mnvt.od to Aitkenva le on 15 May, before <1n advan~ party of 
26 pcrsoou1cl, lt-d by Sergeant M.R. Stanfield, proct>c<lt'\1 to 28 Operational 
Base Unot, 11om J,Jand, on 31 May 1943. 

Flying Offoccr I C O'Connell arri\·ed as Ocf!'ncc Officer on 12 june, 
and tr;umng 10 mfantry tactics, weapons and small arn" commc•nn>d. 

&rgc.1nt Sto~nfn~ld .10d his party dep.1rtt>d (nom I lorn Island for 
Higg1ru. l'ocld on 'll S..•ptember 1943, and the Unot wa' wholly locat~>d at 
that site by 16 October 1943. 

Thl' Unit •~'>Umtod the responsibility for aorcr.1ft refuelling on 
23 November, .md thl.' f~dlitic;, at the base Wl'fl.' l.'xp.lnck>d dunng the 
same month. Telephone Iones and temporary build in);' wl.'re cr<'Ctt<d for 
the tran.,port ;lnd med ical sect ions, and a carpenter's •hop. adn~inis· 
Lratiw offil.X', ordl.'rly room, barracks and cquipnwnt '<'Ction> wcr(• 
complctc•d. ln addition, waterproofing and camoun,,~:ing of hub was 
undertakt•n. A rest camp was estabhshed at thl• mouU1 of the 
Larradccnya Rowr Ul July 1944. Fishing, tennoq, b~dmmton and basket· 
bal l court' were con>tructed. 

Unots whoch ;tagcd through Higg1ru. Field mdudl>d 7 Squadron, 
wh1ch am\'ed on 3 March 1944; 23 Squadron, whodl had ~n based at 
Higgins Field 'me~: 31 \larch 1944; and 21 Squadn>n, bound for ladji, 
N£>w Gumca, on 21 O.:tober 1944. ln addotion, 36 S..ju~tlrun b,,.,.>d two 
crews at Hoggoru. Field, to undertake a courier run to l loll.mdoa, on 3 July 
19+1. To accommodate transocnt people, the er~toon of 20 prd•bncated 
huts, capable of housin): 160 transient personnel, "'·'' (ommcnccd. 

In November 1'/44, 33 Operational Base Unit e<>mmcnccd the take-
over of 1 l~l·pair .1nd Salvage Unit assets, and, on 29 O!.'Ccmbcr 1944, took 23 
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over a detachment of 28 Operational Base Unit, 11om Island, on the 
disbandment of that unit. At the end of December, the Unit strength was 
16 officers and 219 other ranks. and they '''ere not idle. Ln September 19+1 
there were 253 aircraft movements through the base, in October -157 and 
December -154. 

Duty was not without cnst. On 3 january 1944, Aircraftman Onss l 
J-I.K. Woods died of bums received in an accident on 28 December 1943. 
i \ Norseman aircraft crashed on take-off, rcsulting in the death of thi'L'C 
persons, on 22 August 1944. Dakota VH-CXD crashed on bnding on 
5 May 1945; the Australian National Airli nes Captain, Clark, Warrant 
Officers Hornbrook and Gidley and Flight Sergeant Browne and U1e 
pas~ng"r:. in the aircraft, were a ll killed. 

On 12 January 1944, the operations room was closed, and the last 
entry in the Unit History Record is dated 28 March 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
28 April 1943 
14 July 1943 
27 February 1944 
IS September 194-1 
22 April t945 
12 November 1945 

-Flying Officer ). 13cnson 
- Flight Lieutenant F.). Horwood 
-Flight Lieutenant F.J. Lucas 
-Squad ron Leader C.B. Dolphin 
-Squadron Leader E. Gooch 
-Squad ron Lo.'ndcr W.). Hoddinott 



34 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

CHRONOLOGY 
15 Dec~mlx•r 1943 -fonned at Karumba, Qld 
V AU);U't l'l-15 -last entry in Urut I I"IVI'\ R,•(orJ 

NARRATIVE 
3-1 Opcr,ohonal llaw Unit was form,..t .11 K.1rumha, Qu(.'('nsland, 
l'" 15 DL>c<•mbcr 1943. Con>truction uf hnngar> ,,.,,, a >llpway was 
undertaken. Hyon); boats, landplanL'S Jnd Hyuo~-: Doc:tur ,o ircmft visited 

the Unit 
During tlw wet ~.,son the Unit w,,, uft••n cut ,,ff by Ot~ld water-;. 

Cyclomc wNthcr, and subsequent un,uitabl~ tlyonN conditinns, also 
aff•-..:ted aor opcr.\hOM. 

Although th~ Umt wa, isolated, morale wa' m<unt.linL-d bv playong 
sport, 111cludong crid..et, swimnung arld fi<hmg. r"hmg Wd' so ,.,~(ul 

that the catch "''" eaten 111 the mess on a l"l'j;ular b<N~ and anv C\Ct?SS 

was c\p<lri<'<J In RAAF ba<;<>s at Cairns. 
fhl! la,t entry 111 tht> Unit Histol) Rl.'«~rd wa' made un 27 August 

1945 

COMMANDING 0FFICF RS 
30 DL'Ccmbcr 19·13 
April 11).13 
25 M.w 1944 

23 AUf:U~I 194~ 

-Squadron Leader R.L. K••rdcl 
-Squadron Lcildcr R.J. l'.lck<•r 
-Flight Lieutenant J.l'. IJI,1tkhou-.• 
-Flight Lieutenant N.A. 1Jurtu11 

25 
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37 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

31 October 19<14 
20 March 1946 

C H RONOLOGY 
-formed at Tadji 
- Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
37 Operational Base Unit was formed at Tadji on 31 October 194-1, under 
the command of Flight Lieu tenant O.C. Lind. On I December 19-14, the 
Unit bt'Camc operational for transit personnel only, wh.ilc construction of 
Uw camp continued. 

On 17 February 1945, ~ 36 Squadron C~7 with two members of the 
Unit-Corpora I A.E. Guy and Corporal K. Hard ham- as pas..;engers, 
crashed whilst engaged on supply droppit1gs to forward area troops. 
Both airmen wcr() killed. 

On 20 March 1946, an order from Northern Headquarters was 
received to the effect that all personnel we«) to evacuate the Tadji area. 
and the Unit was disbanded on this date. 

COMMANDING O FFICERS 
31 October 1944 
26 April 1945 
12 September 19~5 
7 December 1945 
3 January 19-16 

-Flight Lieutenant O.C. Lind 
-Flight Lieutenant II. W. Jackson 
- Flight Lieutenant A.A. Willis 
-Flight Li~utenant A.W. Peterson 
-Flying Officer W.E.S. Holtham 



38 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

20 October I CJ.I.I 
9 NO\Cillbcr 19+1 
2 Apnl 19-15 
24 june 1945 
30 November 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Nadzab, New G01nca 
-mo,·ed to Lae, New Gutnea 
-moved to Morotai 
- moved to Balikpapan 
-last entry in Unit f listory Rl>cord 

N ARRAT IVE 
38 OpcrnticmpJ nnsc Unit \ViiS formed ill Nadr~b 011 20 O<:toLX'r 1944. TI1C 

Commanding Ofriccrs of 38 Wing and 38 Operational Base Unit 
msp(!(:ted and chose a suitable camp site. By arrangenwnt wtth the Base 
Area Commander USAAF, the existing building~ nnd quart~r.. vacated 
by 93 Aerodrome Company USAAF at Lac au"Strip, were taken over. On 
9 September 19-14 the Untt mo' ed to the Lae stnp. 

On 2 April 19-15, the Unit moved by aircraft to \ilorot.u and proceeded 
to L'St.lbh,h ,1 camp for 83 Wing Headquarters, -1 Squadron, 16 Air 
Obscn·ahon Po~t Atght and 9 Local Area Supply Umt The 'ite -.elected 
was m a good posihon on higll ground in a coconut plantahon about 200 
yards from the ~a. 11'" camp was divided into c.1mp 'A' and c.1mp '8' 
where C•llllp 'A' consisted of 4 Squadmn and 38 Opcration.ll Base Unit 
and camp 'IJ' w.1~ occupied by the rcmaimng units. 

On 24 june 1945, the Unit moved to IJalikpapan. 
1lw la~t entry in the Unit History Record was m.tdc on 30 November 

1945. 

COMMANDING OfFICERS 
20 October IW 
15 )anuar) 19-15 
31 March 19-15 

-Aying Officer M.G. I Ieath 
-night Lieutenant C. R. \!!organ 
-Atght Lieutenant W E. Ttmmony 

27 
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39 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

12 October 19+1 
17 November 19-14 
2S February 1946 

C H RONOLOGY 
-formed at Calms. Qld 
- moved to Torokina, Boug.•inville 
-Unil disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
Pc,.,t>nnel from l Reserve Personnel Pool a~ Townsville were posted lo 
39 Operational Uase Unit and attached to a pool pending formation of the 
Unit. The Unit mt>Vl'<llo Caims, Queensland, where, on 12 October 19-14, 
Flying Officer F.W. Cahill arrived ,,s temporary Commanding Officer. On 
14 October 19+4. Flight Lieutenant W.W. Turner took over as Com· 
manding Officer of the Unit. 

Pending the move to Bougain1•ille, the personnel participated in a 
' hardenmg cour.;e', including a 5.5-milc route m;uch and k'Ctu res on 
aerodrome defence. Small arms were issued to personnel and practice 
given in their usc. On 17 No1·cmber 19+1, lhe Unit mewed I() Toroklna, 
Bougaim•illc. While on Bougainville the Unit received inslruchons to take 
precautions against possible infiltra tion by Japanese troops. 

On 31 January 1946 lhc Unit ceased to lfundion ,1nd commenced to 
d bband in the field. 

On 27 February 19-16, the Arn1y requested that lhc a~r-sea rescue boal 
J\tr F011111 proc!'<'d to Fau.ro Island to pick up n <oldier who had bcc!l 
bad I)' burned. The Air Foom, with an Army pilnt on board, cover!!d the 
100 milt'S, on a very dark night, in :;even hours and at 08(}0 hours nexl 
dav departed for Torokma with the patient soldier. At 1200 an RAAF Air 
Evacuation C-17, with a nur~ing si.~ter and mt'<lical officer aboard, flpw 
tlw soldier to the base hMpital a t Rab,tuL TI1c Commanding Officer 
commented that this ,1ct ion was a very good example of N.wy, Army and 
A•r l'orcc ro-opcrahon lo save the soldier's life. 

n,c Unit finally disbanded on 28 February 19-16. 

COMMANDING O FFICERS 
I~ October 19·W 
lO October 1945 
Dc>ccmbt•r I 946 

-Flight Lieutenant W.W. Turner 
-Flight Lieutenant W.II.S. Clemen> 
-Flight Lieutenant M.O. Carr 



40 OP ERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

15 July 19+1 
9 january 19~5 
January 19~5 
30 April 19~6 

Cll RONOLOGY 
formed .1t M1lnc Bdy, Ncw Gumea 

--<..h.•tachmt•nl "-.1 11t tn Nl1d1ah 
m<>H...S II> L.w 

- la,tt•ntrv m Un1t ll"tmy Rtocord 

NARRATIVE 
Flymg Offirer r B Lpxh t>f 411 ~rahon.d Ba.,._. Umt, Fin_-;chh.>f~n. 
an'h•ed .1t Milne Bay, 1\:l'w t.mnl'J, to form 40 Opt•rational Ba~ lJnit on 
15 July 19+1 On lll July 1'11-1. ht• dl'p>~rtt...S for \:orthcm Command at 
Nad7.ab to obtain mform.ltiun n•gJrdmg thl' 'tn•ngth, role .1nd de»tina· 
lion of the Un1t, '"th no ""c'"'· 

The Umt's dt'!>tm.lhon wa' to be ll1.1r.., .md 40 ~r.>hon.>l Base Urut 
was to bl' formed at Milnl' IJ.lv "ncc th~rl' "'" n<> stores d~pot at 
Finschh.1fcn to obtam thc nt'C<"'-H'\' <'<JUipmt•nt 

On 20 Nnvembt•r I'II-I, the Commandmg OH1cer prcpaR-d to vis1t 
Biak to sdcoct a camp "tl', but Northl'm Comm.md cancelled the \' isit at 
the last moml'nt. Th~ Commanding Off1ccr dcp.utcd for Northern 
Command on 4 O..occmber 1'144, whcrc hl' w,,, mforml'<l that tl1c Unit's 
destination had bl'<'n allt•rc'll and that ,1 dd,,chmt•nt was to be sent to 
Nadzab to rel.evc ,, 48 Operational ll.ISc Um t dd,Khmenl. On 9 January 
1945 the dctachnwn t nt Nad'''b "''"fully opcr.lli,mnl. 

Durin~; Janu.ITy 19~~ I he Unit mnwd 1(1 L..lc waUl additi<mal pcrsmmcl 
being posted in fmm Nnrthcm Comm.>nd. On 26 lebru.1ry 1945, 75 per 
cent of personnel .lri'IH...S from Maine ll,ly for duty to lake over from 
38 Operational llll'-<' Unit •lt l.,.1~ 

On 7 Pcbru,,ry 1'145, tlw Cnmm.mding Officl'r WJ' informt'<l that Uu~ 
Unit would mamt,lln "f;nal' detachment!> al Jacqumot llay, Nadzab. 
Salamaua and llcadqu.Jrtl'r- l<,t Austr,lh.Ul Army at l.ae. A UnJt head· 
quarters, operation.., rot·nn Jnd lht.• ml.!ll'tlrologac,ll o.,<.--clion \\'Cre alc,o 
locollcd at L.1e. Thl' Ill><"·'"""' ronn1 w(luld control, rduel, St>l'\ ice and 
mamtain all alfcraft ''" l.ac 'tnp. Wcathl'r fon_'<'a>ls would be provided 
and traru-ient pt."N"nncl Colh.•r'-oJ fur 

By /\larch ICJ~5. the Umt wa' 80 per (l'nt operatmllill and, on 
24 ~o•·embl'r 1'1-15, th~: Cnmm.mdm~; Officer toor.. (Wl'r 10 R<!pall' and 
Sah·age lJmt. whiCh wa' mthl' pro'""'' of d1>bandm~; 29 
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The last entry in the Unit History Record was made on 30 April 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
15 july 1944 
24July 1945 
24 October t945 
3 january 1946 

-Flying Officer F.B. Lynch 
- Flight Lil"utenant N.L. Taylor 
-Flight Lieutenant CH. Middleton 
- flight Lieutenant ll.f. Littlewood 



41 O PERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

28 March 19-13 
February 19-15 

31 October 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formt'<l on Goodenough 1,1,1nd 
- mO\·ed to Dobodura 

-la~t entr}' in Unit H"tory Rlocord 

N ARRATIVE 
~I Operationa l Ba'c Unit w~s formed on 28 Marrh IIJ43 with the arrival 
by .1ircr.1ft ul Flying Officer R.A. Kent, and five nirmcn, ,,t Coo<knough 
lsl.•nd On 28 March 1943, the party hitch-hiked to Wai-Wai, where 
materia ls and tran~port were on board th~ CrilrJI<' l'ml. 

Aftt•r c!lnsidcrable effort the party arrived ,,t thl' camp -ale adjacent to 
5 Mobil<' WorJ..s Squadron. The camp was~~ up ,1nd o,tartt'<l tn function 
when the first con;.•gnmcnt of 100 drums of aero fuel arnHod ,,t V1v1gam. 

Japan~ 'Ur\ 1vo~ from the Bismark Sea Batlll' wcrc brought in as 
pn><>ne,..., by the AIF. Twn members of the Umt IClcah'<l two Japanese 
sold•ers, who were su~ucntly taken prisoner, at Bddkh ,.,u,,ge. On 
13 April I ().J3, approXImately 60 Japanese a1rcraft new over after 
returning fmm the b1gg<-.t r,lid on Milne Bay. 

On 14 l)(occmber 19-13, a Japanese aircraft followt'<l a RAAI' .1irCTilft in 
from night operations and dropped one anti-pcrwnncl bomb 100 yards 
from a 100 Squod ron Beaufort. Flying Offlcer ]ack..'o(m, '"' observer, was 
killed ,md Flying Officer Walsh, air g unner, bad ly injur.·tl .111d Uw plane 
rendered un~erv it't•Jblt>. 

In Fl'bruary 1'145 lht' Unit movL'<I tn Dobodurn W1th tht' end of the 
Wdr m Augu't 19·15, Ull.' RAAF service to Dul:>odur3 w,J, dh~rtc'<l, the 
Americans W<'rl' ~\'acuated and 41 Opcrahonal IJ.>-.(' Uml wa' left m wle 
oc<Up.111C)' of lhl' .u,.,.tnp. 

Th<' la,tl'Titrv 1n Ult' Umtlli:.tory Record wao, un 31 O.:tubcr 1945. 

COMMANDING 0FFICFRS 
28 M.1rch 1943 

December 1943 
I ].1nuary 1945 
15 October l'l45 

- Rying Officer R.A. Kent 

- Flying Officer RS. Levdm 
- Flying Officer C.ll. Middl••ton 
- Flying OffiCI'r L. ll. Flood 31 
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42 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

23 September 1942 
5 july 1'.14-1 
10 january 1945 
March 1946 
31 J\ugust 1946 

Ct-1 RONOLOGY 
- formed a t Ward's Strip, New Guinea 
- mowd to camp near jackson's Strip 
- moved to Madang 
-mo,•ed to Port Moresby 
-Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
Pilot Officer W.L. Von Doussa arrived at Ward's Strip on 23 September 
1942, to act as a~;rod rome controller and to command an operational base 
unit to be formed under the verbal instmction of Wing Commander 
H. Birch. On 22 November 1942 the Unit became known as 42 Opera! ional 
Bas.• Unit. 

On 27 january t943, an early morning air raid occLtrred and one 
Beaufighter w.1s d1.-stroyed. On 5 july t94-1 the Unit moved to ~ new 
c•mp site ncar jackson's Strip. On 6 December 1'144, Northern Command 
issucJ Instructions to .U Operational Base Unit that 12 personnel should 
proceed to Mada11g to prepare a new camp site. On 10 ja11uary 1'145 
the Unit mov~>d to Mad a ng. 

In Mard1 194/i the Unit moved back to l'ort Moresby, and, on 15 April 
1946, Uw Mad.1ng Strip wa; dosed except for ~merge11cy purposes. On 
W August 1946, a ll personnel were post1.-d to RJ\J\F Station Port Moresby 
and the Umt was disbanded on the following day. 

COMMAND ING OFFICERS 
23 September 1942 
November 1942 
24 January 1'144 
8 Nm•cmber 1'144 
16 D«emb~r 19·J.I 
9 Mard1 I 'l-16 
IS june 1946 

-Pilot Officer W.L. Von Douss;1 
-Flying Officer P.M L~hane 
- Flying Officer ItT Bruce 
- Aight Lieutenant W.IJ.U. Tink 
-Flight Lieutenant C. M<l ir 
-Squ~dron Leader D.j . Ridlic 
-Squadron Leader G.li. Toumay 



43 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

I J~nuary 1943 

I-I October 19-1-1 

25 January 19-16 

C! I RONOLOGY 
- fi,..,t cntn on Umt ll"'"'l' Rt'('()rd at 

Gum<'V <;tnp. \lilnc ll.ly 
-dd,a.hm<•nt l<l<>k mw mntml of Mor<>nda 

Stnp 
Umt d"t>.md<'<l 

NARRATIVt 
The first cnll) on the Umt lll'torv H••mrd "•'' made at Gurnev Stnp, 
Milne Bay, by Pilot Officer R.A Jo..cn. ,,, th~ t~mpor.u) Commanding 
Officer, nn I January 19-1'1 -11 Opcrahon.>l B.>w Umt, for the next >C\"en 

month>, had only l~mporary wmm.mdong nffoccr-. On 7 April 19-13, 
Flying Officer W I Von l)ou,-..1 took O\l'r as the tcmporarv 
Commanding Officer (olluw<'<l un 5 Augu.,t 1943 b) Flight Lieutenant 
A.deB Blockcy whu 'Ub'<'<JUCntly ""umcd pcrman<•nt command on 
9 August I 'l-13. 

On 23 Augu't 194-1, Gumcy Strop "''" "'"'-"I for major repairs. and 
the operationa i ."P<'<"h W<'rl' tr,,.,,r,·rn•d to the 1 urnbull Strip. n,c rcp.1irs 
to Cumcy were carrot-d nut toy the &>7th Fngoncer (Avoahon) Battalion. 
United Sta tes Army, ,md complct<•d by the !!69th l'n)\inccr (Avi.otion) 
Batt.11ion, United St.11c~ Army. On 10 Nm ember 1944, the strip wa< 
comple ted and opcr.oliona1 

On 14 October 194-1, ,, dctadmwnt ur 4'.1 Opcr.otiona l Ua"" Unit took 
over r<>sponsibilily for contml u( Mnrnnda Strip, Dobodur,l, with Flying 
OHiccr C llarr" •" comm.mdl•r of thl' dcta<·hmcnt. 

On 10 and 12 April 1'145, till• Muronda ~lrop w,1s closed for surface 
repairs and. on 25 Jnnuarv I 'l-Ib, tlw Unot wa' di,bantk-d. 

COMMANDING OrrrCERS 
9 Augu't I'H3 
11 May 19-1-1 
16Junc 194~ 
22 Odober 19-15 
I January 19-16 

Fhght I ••·ut<•nant Adell 6lt>ekcv 
- 1 hght locutl'ndnt A 1- C. Wibon 
- SqlMdron L.cad••r F Jolh· 
- I hght Lll'Uh•n,lnt II f Lollll'wclO.>d 
- Fhghl l.ocut<•nant 1 \o\ Com"h 33 
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44 OPERATIO N AL BASE UN IT 

II O..>ccmbcr 1942 
15 May 1943 
31 October I 945 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed ~t Garbutt, Qld 
-arrived nt Mcraukc, Dutch New Guinea 
-linal ~ntry in Unit History Record 

NARRATIVE 
·14 Operational IJaS<.' Unit was formed at Garbutt, Townsville, in 
accordance with an Air Boord signal uf 11 December 1942. The 
estdbli:;hmcnt w11s six officers and 150 airmen. Flying Officer Wallens 
was appointed Commanding Officer on 21 December 1942. and was 
succeeded by Flight Lieutenant Chirlian on 2J April 1943. 

The Unit arrived at Merauke on 15 May 1943, after transiting through 
Horn Island, which was bombed on 11 May 1943, but without casualties 
to members of the Unit. 

The landing strip at Merauke was approximately 2 miles from the 
Unit headquarters, which controlled aerodrome con trol personnel and 
the permanent duty crew of fillers, firemen and medical orderlies. TI1c 
first aircraft to land on the strip was an Avro Anson flown by Wing 
Commander Curnow. 86 Squadron Kittyhawks operated at this time and 
were used in defence during Japanese air raids. One raid on 27 July 1943 
was carried ou t by two 'Zckcs', .md one 'Dinah', .1nd did little damage. A 
subsequent raid on 9 September 1943 saw approximately 75 bombs 
dropped on the nrca and four on the strip. The tower. ambulance and fire 
tender weo:n! holed. 

On 10 September 1943, Flight Lieutenant Fenner was appointed 
Commanding Officer, and five 12 Squadron Vengeance aircraft arrived to 
carry out patrol duties. During this time, the strip was lengthened to 
4290 feet. 

A new control tower was erected in June 1944, and n radio telephony 
commu11ications system was instaiJed by U1e Umted States Army Air 
Force. Beauforts and Venturas of the RAAF carried out bombmg and 
strafing attacks in the area surrounding Timoeka village on 22 July 1944. 

As the Japanese were being pushed further back, 44 Operational Base 
Unit became more a s taging camp for personnel moving on to posungs 
furU1er north. Buildings of a semi-permanent nature were erected for 



cookhOUS{">, nw>sc:., tran.port section garagN, an outdoor theatre and 
accommodallon for tran.ient personnel. 

Toward the end of 1941 the urgency of the War wa> not noticeable m 
Meraukc '" 11 conlmued with its work of rcfuelhng n>~hng aiJ"craft, 
accommodahng Vl~iiON and general maintcnanc<' and .tdmmistrath·c 
duties connected w1th the organisation of the Umt Fntcrtammenl of the 
troops became Important during this time. Football competitions of all 
COO{'S Wl'rc orgJniS{<d and in October 19+1 ,, RAAF C.11.1lon.t Mm·~<d with 
a troupe of boxer., wrt'SUer. and musicians. 

On 14 january 1945, Squadron LcJdt•r Upward nrrivt'<l as Com· 
manding Officer, .1nd nircr.tft, including Spilfirt'S, ~tagt'<.l through the 
base during P<'bruary 1945, en rou te for Morot;u, 

Th(.' fmal entry m th«; Uni t History R{-cord wa~ madt• on 31 October 
19-15. 

COMMANDING OrnCLRS 
21 ~mbcr 1942 
21 Apnl1943 
10 Scptcmbcr 1943 
14 January 1945 

-Rying Officer J.MS Wall~:n~ 
-Right Lieutenant 8. Ch.rliJn 
- Flight Lieutenant C 0 8 h•nncr 
-Squadron Leader C R Upward 
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45 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
7 March 19~3 - formt-d ot Port Moresby 
7 Sept~mber 19·15 -Unit d i<banded 

NARRATIVE 
45 Opera lil1nal Base Unit was formed at Port Moresby on 7 March 19-13, 
with Flying Officer G.W. YOUJl8 in command. TI1c Unit was to control 
barrock>, mc'Ssing, dental, medical, area bomb dispos.1l anu th<? 
administration of 7 Postal Unit at Port Moresby. 

On 5 April 1943 there was a daylight air raid at Port Moresby a.nd on 
15 April 19~3 the Unit took control of the meteorological s.>ction. 

On 30 March 19~5, two l'-17s coUided on landing at jackson's Strip 
with s ligh t damage to the aircraft and no personnel injured. 

In August t945 the Unit began to disband in accordance with a 
Northern Command directive. All personnel were poste-d to RAAF 
Stat ion Port Moresby, with fina l disbandment taking p lace on 
7 September 1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
7 M.uch 19~3 
19 January l'l+l 
12 july 19+1 

- Flying Officer G.W . Young 
-Flight Lieutl'l1ant 5. Bishup 
- Flight Lieutenant C.j. Nicholls 



46 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

26July ICI43 

4 Aub'"'t 194:\ 
25Jun~ 1915 
31July 194~ 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at \lhln\' B.ly 
-mu\"t.-d lo J. •• :.iriwma 
- moH'Ii to M•ddl~burg l'land 
-last entry in Unit Hi!.torv R,'(ord 

NARRATIVE 
46 Op~r.ltiun.liBa~c Unit wa~ formed on 26 july 1941 al Milne 11.1y, under 
the comm.1nd of !'light Lieutenant LR. Bray. On 4 Augt"l 1943, the Unit 
movt..'<l to KirtWIIM . 

On 6 Cl<:tob~r 19-13, a Spitfire ran off llw 'trip and bent two propeller 
bladl'S; the pilot w.1~ n<>t injun.-d A P-10 uf 75 S..Juadrnn ran uff the strip 
on 21 October 1944, resultmg m lhe plane tummg mer, tlamaging lhc 
cngme .1nJ fuwlagc. 1\llhough lhe pilot "a' not -.·nou,Jy •n1un.'\l, he wa< 
tal.cn to hu-p1tal On the <ame day. a P-10 land<'<~ ''" th<• b.1d. nf ~nolher, 
rcsultmg Ill both plane-. bemg totall)' dcslrnyl'<l by hrc The p•lot of lhe 
:.(.'C(Jnd P-10 wa' killed and the other pilot shghtly III)Ufl'<.l 

lktwt'l'n ~ and 9 November 1943, lhere wo~• an m01" llf aircraft and 
pl'n>Onncl-<kt.lthment" of tile RAAF and the \mer~<.ln 498th, 499th. 
SOOth and SOht Bomber Squadrons and 423rd, 431>1 and 432nd hghter 
5qu.1druns, totalling 905 personnel, we!J'c quartered ,,nl) r.llloncd at l11e 
Unit. ' I he Umt'' n•fuclling tankers were mannt<d continually with duty 
crew~ ,1\ ,,ll,lblt• 24 huur," day. 

On I~ )u1w 1'1,..1 Kimvina wireless/telegraph .,t.lllnn w.h disbanded 
with 50 officN, anJ 58 other ranl.s posted to -16 Opt•r.•hon.ll Bao;e Urut. 

On 2.~ Jun~ 1'1·1~. th~ Unit moved to M1ddlebur~ J,Jand w11h lhl' la,t 
~ntry 111 tht' Un•tlll\tnry Record being mddl' on ll Jul) lll.l5. 

COMMANDING 0FFIO.RS 
2n July I 'In 
-1 lA'Ct'ml1Cr 1'14:\ 
12 0..-cembcr 1'143 

-A•ght Lieutenant L.R Br.w 
- Fhght Lieutenant W A 1\ .1dey 
-n•ght Lieutenant W II fr.lnkhn 
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47 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

23 November 1943 
6 December 1943 
17 January 1944 
II March 1944 
June 194-l 
28 April1945 
l June 1945 
17 November 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at Camden, NSW 
- moved to Lowood, Qld 
- moved to Milne Bay, New Guinea 
- moved to C1pe G loucester, New Britain 
- moved 10 Noemfoor Island 
- moved to Morotai 
- moved to Labuan Island 
-Unil d isbanded 

NARRATIVE 
47 Operationa l Base Unit 1vas formed at Camden, New South Wales, on 
23 November 1943. Its function was to provide quarters and messing for 
visiting aircrcws, control aircraft movements, main@ln and service 
visiting aircrafl, and provide a fire crew. 

On 6 December 1943, the Unit's equipment and personnel were 
loaded on1o a !rain at Campbelllown, New Soulh Wales, en rou lc 10 
Lowood, Queensland. The Unil's headquarters opened at Lowood on 
9 December 1943. 

On 11 jammry 1944, the Unit's equipmenlw,ls sent by goods train 10 
Pinkenba Wharf, Brisbane. On 16 January 1944, lhc personnel were 
airlif1cd to Ambcrley and the.n by s.ervice lr1Ubporl to Pinkenba . 

On 17 January 19-W, members of the Uml boarded the SS edward 
D. Baker, a 9000-lon Uberty ship, en roule to Townsville, Queensland. On 
24 January 1944, the convoy arrived al Milne Bay and, on 28 january 
194-l, arrivL-d at Lae. Personnel were conveyed by road transporl 
to Nadzab. 

On II March 1944, the Unit moved lo Cape Cloucesler, N<'w Brilain. 
During June 1944, it moved again, to Nocmfoor Island travelling via 
Finschhalen, Humboldt Bay and Maffin Bay. 

On 26 Augusl 1944 members not required lor operations altended a 
Bob Hope concerl parly. Earlier !hat day a nalivc from a nearby village 
approached the Unit's camp and indicnled by ~ign language !hat a 
japanese soldier was in the village. AJl a rmed party, consisting of a 
corporal and two aircraftmcn returned with the nntive and, in an 



unoccupol'd "-'<lic>n of the village, the Japan~ wldicr was confronted. 
Leading Aorcraftn~.tn Drew shot the Japanl">(' soldier, who had a hand 
grcMdc on h" tumc pockeL 

On 28 Apnl 194.5, Unot pe,-,;onncl s:oik>d t•n U11~ Cllllr/1'> M Ruo~/1 for 
Momtao, whcl\' the Unit rcmamed until mm ong to L.1bu.1n on 1 June 
19~5. The Unot wa~ do;,banded at L.1buan Island on 17 1\oH~mbcr IWS. 

COMMANDING 01 riCERS 
26 Nuvembcr 1941 
Sept~mbt•r 1944 
5 1)\>cf.! on be r I 'l41 

-Flight Lieutenant C.S. Eckert 
-Squadron Leader J. Crt'<.•nbough 
- Squadron Leader A.S. Ro"-wll 
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48 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

19 November 1943 
6 December 1943 
31 December 1943 

25 April 19-14 
~ October 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Camden, NS\'\1 
- moved to Townsville, Qld 
-moved to Lac 
-mowd to Fin.'<Chhnfcn 
- Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
~8 Operational Base Unit was formed on 19 N<wember 1'.143 ;at Camden, 
New South Walt'S, wiUt Flight Lieutenant H. D. Gillett commanding. 

On 6 O.'Ccmbcr 1943 the Unit movt>d by train from Campbelltown, 
Nc" South Wales, to Garbutt, Queensland. On 31 December 1943, the 
Unit moved from Garbutt to Lac, Papua New Guinea, by .tir. On 25 April 
1944 the Unit movt'Cito Finschhafm. 

At Finschh.tfen, the Unit's camp s ite was ltteoted at Dreger H.ubour, 
approximately one mile south of the airstrip. It took nine days to clear the 
jungle to allow the camp s ite lo be t'Stabllshcd. At the end of August 
1944, essent ia l camp buildings were completed, replacing the tented 
accommodation. 

Dtc Unit was disbanded on 4 October 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
19 November 19·13 
28 March 1944 
4 j uly 1945 
November 1945 
25 February 1946 
15 April 1946 
September 1946 

- Flight Lieutenant I-I.D. G illett 
- Flying Officer E. H. Cnrwcll 
- Flying Officer S.H. Duthie 
-Flight Lieutenant LN. T.tylor 
- Squadron Leader G.K.K. Buscombe 
- Flight Lieutenant I.C. Lcwitzk~ 
- Flight Lieut<'nant J.C. Murray 



49 O PERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

2 Mar<h 1'1-t-1 
10 March 19.14 
21 Julv 19.14 
I M.1rch I '146 

CHRONOLOGY 
-fl>rmed at Mtlnl.' Bay 
-mO\ ed to '-"" :\cgr.,., 
-mon'<l to Hollandta 
-Umt d isbandl'<l 

N ARRATIVE 
49 0P<'r<lliothll U.tsc Unit "'•" formed on 2 MMch 1944 ~~Milne Bay. 

On 10 MMch 1'144 Unit personnel embarked upon the MV Mnrcus 
01111( fmm Lyall Wharf, Milne 13ay, en rou te 10 Lo> Negro,, On 16 March 
19-M, P<'Nlnn(•l dis«mbarkcd at lly.mc ll..rblmr, Lt'l'o Nl'}\rOS, .md 
comml!ncl'<l the l'Slablishment of a c<~mr ·nu: Umt lx'Camc fully 
opcrahon.tl on 27 Man:h 1944 with .even office"' .1nd 116 atrmcn. 

Whtlc at It,., Nl'}\rOS the Unit wa" r""pon;,tblc ft>r .mcr.lfl rduelling. 
fm• ;cl"\ •n~ .lnd C.llcnng for transient personnel 

On 21 July 19.J.J the Umt moved by atr to llollandt.l, whcrl' 11 became 
opcr.lhon.llt>n 28 July 19.J.J. 

I he Umt w.lS di•b.lnded at HoUandia on I March l<l4ti 

COMMANDING Orr lCLRS 
2 M.~rch I <.1·14 
17 July 1944 
10 lX'Cl•mbcr 1'14-1 
2J l cbntMy 1945 
8 NoYcmbcr 194~ 
17 l:X>ecmbcr 1'14~ 

-Flying Officer P.F.A. CtiiH<l)' 
FliAhl Lic-uh:n.mt It llri)-;hlnn 

-Flight Lieutenant F.F. l),m1cb 
-Flight Lieutenant C D. Kerr 
-Fught Lieutenant C.. Mmr 
-Flight Lieutenant J. I hxlll'" 
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51 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

2 May 1942 
2-1 J unc 19-15 

C H RONOLOGY 
-formed at Groote Eylandt, NT 
- Unit ceased to function, command 

transferred to 56 Operational Base Unit 

N ARRATIVE 
On 2 Mny 1942, Corporal A.S. Long and Leading Aircraftman 
j .F.J. Walters, of the newly formed 51 Operational Base Unit, arrived at 
Groote Eyland t, Northern Territory. A party of officers and airmen 
arrived by flying boat a t the civil b.1se o!O miles away, and travelled by 
mission lugger to the Unil camp site on 11 May 1942. On 14 june 1942, 

Flight Lieutenant E.C. Rutter was appointed as Commanding Officer. 
The Unit's role was the rc•f\oell ing of a ircmft. During the first months 

of aclivity, in addit;on to many unidentified aircr.1ft, mysterious signals, 
signal rockets and flares were observed and reported. In rL>sponsc, U1e 
Unit sent out search parties and patrols to investigate, but with negative 
results. 

On 21 June 1945, I leadquartel'l> North-Western Area advised the Unit 
that It WaS to cease to function on 23 june to become it detachment Of 
56 Operational Base UniL 51 Operational Base Unit ceased to fw1cbon on 
24 June 1945, and command was transferred to Flying Officer A.R. Weir, 
the conunand~r of 56 Operational Base Unit Detachment. 

COMMANDING O FFICERS 
l-1 June 19-12 
30 November 1942 
13 February 1943 
May 1943 
IS August 1943 
28 March 1945 

-Flight Lieutenant E.C. Rutter 
-Flying Officer P.S. Lyell 
-Pilot OHicer L.J. Nom,ann 
-Flying Officer S.F.II. Cox 
-Flight Lieutenant E.C. Jorden 
-Flight Lieutenant K. McNamara 



52 OPERAT IO NAL BASE UNIT 

C 11 RONOLOGY 
2 May 1943 -fir.t l'ntl) an Unot ll"tnry Rl'C<lrd 
I August 1944 - Unot do~bJndcd and rdonned as RAAF 

Stahon Darwm 

NARRATIVE 
The first entry in the 52 Operaloonalll.h<' Umt I h~tory R<'COrd was nMdc 
on 2 Ma) 1943. At 0945 hours, a )clio" aor raod warrung w~ received at 
Darwin, whoch wa> follo\\'t>d b) ,, r<"<l warmng at 1009 hours. Just as all 

personnel had reached theor tren(hc-,, 20 Japanl'l.(' bombers raJdcd the 
aerodrome. Little dam.1ge wa, c,lu'><."<l.md th~ rum'·'l' and ,,cinity were 
serviceable by 1230 hour. 

On 20 June 1943 an ;ur r.ud al~rt w.b &"'en at 1031 hours and the 
all·<lear given at 1110 hou.-.-28 bomb> wer~ droppc.-d on RAAF Base 
Darwin, causing little damagl.' to buoldlng~ .1nd no perwnnel casualties. 
Seven unexplodt'd bombs were di;,covert-d and deloused by the bomb 
disposal squad. A direct hit w.os mad,• on nne building. which was 
almost completely demnli~hed one case of beer ~urvivcd undamagt>d. 

The Unit'• pcr~nnnd had .1n enJoyable t>OC•••I life woth plenty of sport 
including boxing, cricket, bingo, bollia I'll> .ond h~hing. On one occasion an 
8-foot carpet snake wns found in the Comm.mding Officer's office. The 
snake was kil led and >kinned by Sergeant j .om<'l>, who on.>dc a bell. 

The Unit's fishing adventures were the most outst.onding- % lbs of 
fish were caught on 20 July 1'143-.ond 'commercial' opemtions 
eventuated. On 19 Augu•t 1943, the first haul t>f 400 lbs uf fi>h was 
caught, followt'd by ,,,td>l'> of 700. 1500 and II 00 lbl. The fish were 
djstrobutt'd nnoong other uno h . 

On I August 1944 the Unot was disbandc'\1 and was rcfom>ed as 
RAAF Station Darwin 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
1943 
11 May 1943 
25 February 19-W 
15 June 1944 

- Squadron Leader W R. Arm,trong 
- Squadron leader S.S. FvdnS 
- Squadron I..A?adcr W H Shch.m 
- Wing Commander J P Ryan 43 



53 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

7 Aprill9-12 

19 November 19~3 

17 January 1944 

20 January 19~6 

CHRONOLOGY 
- first entry in Unit History R~ord at 

Batchelt1r, NT 
-Unit disbanded 

-Unit reformed 
-Umt disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
TI1e first entry in thP Unit History Record of 53 Operational llase Unit 
was made on 7 1\pril 1942 with Squadron Leadl•r ).A. Power a' 
Commanding Officer The Unit was fom1.ed at Batchelor, Northern 
Tern lory, to support RAAF and USAAF B-2+ and 1~-25 bombers. 

On 29 April 1942, llvo P-40s took off together. One of th~ aircraft Wi\!o 

caught in the slipstream of the lead ancmft, and cmshed into n jeep 
General H.H G<!orge USAAF, Mr Jacoby, an American war 
corrl'Spondent, and 2nd Lieu tenant R.D. J>SJ>Ii!r were killed. ·n11~ bodies of 
General George and Mr Jacoby were l.alcr Aown to laverton, Victoria. 

On 24 October 1942, Japanese bombers raided the aerodrome and 
thn.>e Army personnel were injurtod. 

On 19 November 19-13, 53 Operational BaSI! Unit was disbanded 
79 Wing l leadquarll'rs fnm1cd to control operations, and admini~tcr the 
medium bomber and general reconnaissancl' squ.1drons in the area. All 
personnel of 53 OpcratKmal Uasc Unit were obsorbed mto 79 Wang 
Headquarters. 

On 17 January 19~. 53 Operational Base Uni t was rcfom1ed under 
79 Wing Headquarters. On 24 January 19~, Flight Lieutenant 
1\.L.F. Smelchcr was posted from 79 Wing llcadquartcrs to temporarily 
command the U11it. 

After the War, the number of opcmtion;; from Batchelor dedin~>d. 
restllting in the rc>moval nf equipment .1nd building>. All per$0nnel had 
left the base by 19 January 19.16. Only fnur RAAF persunncl from Darwin 
remamed, whi It' the Comm;mding Officer handed t lw r<~spunsibility for 
B.1tchclor over to Wing Commander K.l l . Springbctt. Commondmg 

44 Oflicer of RAAF Ba~ Darwin 



COMMANDING OFFIC~RS 
16 MM'Ch I '1~2 
27 Apnll~2 
I jun~ 19~2 
14 j.mu<try l'l~3 
2<1 july lQH 
17 ~plcmbcr l'IH 
7 Oclo~r 1 '143 
20 Oclnb~r I<J4'\ 
10 r~bru.lry 1 9~-l 

20 Scpwmbcr 1944 
I May 1 9~5 

13 Oclolx•r 1945 

- Squa.lron Lc.ldl•r ).A l'm\l'r 
-Squadron Lcadl'r l G l'yll• 
- Fhght Lteulcnanl \\ R. Arm,trun~ 
-Fiighl Lteulcnanl [ C Rulll'r 
- Squadron Lcad('r C 11 \ll,n Kinnt'n 

- Squadron Lc.1dcr '' R Corr1c 
-Flight Lieutt>nant 1'.11.1\. Or·'' 
- Squadron LNdcr C.ll. Mtl< Kinnon 
-Squ<1dron Lcadl•r t •. M l'l•nnd.lllwr 
-Fiighl Lieutenant N.C. Vickl'"' 
- Flight Licu lcn.,nl N.W W.ml 
-Fhght ueulen.1nl t •. l Dkk 
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54 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

June 1942 
23 October 1942 
4 November 1942 
24 November 19·12 
15 February 1943 
26 March 1943 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed nt Hughes, NT 
- moved lo B.1tchclor. NT 
-moved to Coomalie Creek, NT 
- moved to MacDonald airstrip, NT 
- moved to Venn. NT 
-Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
54 Operational Base Unit was fom1ed at Hughes, Northern Territory, ln 
June 1942 under the command of Flying Officer N.A. McDonald. 

Oil 23 October 1942 th~ Unit mo,•ed to llatc.helor, Northern Territory. 
to prepare the camp site for 31 Squadron. On 4 November 1942, 
54 Operational !lase Unit moved to Coomal.ie Creek to prepare the camp 
site for 31 Squadron, in conjunction with 1 Mobile Works Squadron. On 
24 November 1942 the Unit departed for MacD<mald airstrip to prepare 
the camp site for 18 (NEI) Squadron. before moving to the nearby Venn 
airstrip to undert.1ke more camp construction on 15 February 19-13. 

The Unit carritod out camp construction work, including the cartage of 
gravel for roads and tent sites, poles for buildings, the excavation of 
latrines, the erechon of buildillgs and showers and the sinking of bores. 

On 26 March 1943, all personnel were posted to other units ond the 
Unit disbanded. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
14 june 1942 - Plying Officer N.A. McDona ld 



55 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

20 May 1942 
16 January 194-1 
31 March 1946 

Cll RONOLOGY 
formed at Bmtum, N f 

- mon'<i to Corm', NT 
Umt d"bandl'<l 

NARRATIVE 
55 Operational Baw Umt \\'a' forml'<i on 20 May 1942, at Birdum, 
Northern Tenitory, 30b nuk-, '<>uth-.•a't of Dan' m. Flight Lieutenant 
D. Matheson was appo>ntl'<l to comm.1nd the Un.l, but his aircraft 
crashed <horth aftt'r t.lk('-(>ff ,,t Aloco: Spnnl\~ and ,,II .Jboard wen> lo.illed. 

Squadmn Leader E.G McMurtno: "'•'' appmntl>d to command, and it 
was not until hll> arm•al on 4 Juno: 1<142 th.>t any Un1t functions \\WC 

carried out. 55 Operational 8.1w Unit "•" to .Jdminister and maintain a 
camp arc.J for accommodating tlw V.tr>uu' "-'Ctiu~ of a b.u.e and 10 
provide accommodatiOn for No. 2 u.,,...., l'o:~onnd Stuff Office. The 
activities of Lh<> operational ba..e wcro:' hcadquarte..,_gcneral adminJs,. 
trillion; sib'llals-il central '>l't·up mamt.Jining p01nt-1o-point communiCil
tion bctWl'CJl o •• nvin, AddaHlC, Perth, 1 own~ville, Melbourne ilnd any 
operational landmg ground~; ,,u movements of pe<l>Onnel and stores 
moving north or SllUth thmugh Larrimah; maintenance of a bomb and 
fuo:l dump; mainto:nancc of a "'rviclng ~t.1ff fl>r the control and operation 
of a ircraft using the loca l landing r.,cilitlct>. 

On 16 January 1944 the Unit moved to Gorrio:, Northern Territory, and 
was disbanded on 31 March 19·16. 

COMMANDING OrriCERS 
4 june 1942 
20 October 1942 
19 july 1943 
7 March 19-W 
5 August 19-W 
29 October 19-W 
I December 1944 
I May 19-15 
22 November 1945 

- St1uadron Leader E.<. •• McMurtne 
- Flight Lieutenant ).II Starr 
- St1uad ron Leader W I !. Shehan 
- Squadron Leader S.S. Eva~ 
- lllght Lu~utcnant E.ll. Wrav 
- rhght I icutcnant W W lltomson 
- R•ghtl teutcnant G. I:. Bogue 

ll1ght lll'Uicnant S.F. I I Cox 
- Fhght l.•cutcnant li.ll. Balo.cr -t7 
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56 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

18 March 1942 
I~ May 19-12 
I September 1942 
30 July 19-13 
2 Decem her 19-1..1 
1 MMch 19-16 

CHRONOLOGY 
-raised as RAAF Station Daly Waters 
-re-named Operational Base Daly Waters 
-re-named 56 Operationa l Base Unit 
~ea.-K'<I to function 
-advance party arrived at Gow, NT 
-Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
On IS March 1942, RAAF Station Da ly Waters was raised under the 
command of Squadron Leader I.S. Williams, with a strength of 20 officers 
and 206 aormen. 

The base was re-named Operational Base Daly Waters on 15 May 
19-12, when B-17 bombers of the 45th Air Base Group, USAAF, arrived. 
The Unit was re-named 56 Opera tional Base Unit on I September 1942 
and, as at June 19-13, had a s trength of 15 offtce.rs and 110 airmen. 
However, the site was isolated from the wM zone, and the Unit ccaSt.'<l to 
fu11rlion on 30 july 1943, with all personnel post~-d to other units. 

An advance party of 20 rurmen, under the command of Squadron 
Leader Shehan, arrived by air at Gove, Northern Terri tory, on 
2 0t'(;embcr 1943, In establish 56 Oper.11ional Base Unit <>1 thot base. It 
WilS a busy time for all concerned. MV Wmm4·n ornvcd at U1e Mel\•ille Bay 
anchorage on lO Dl>cember 19·13 and four days were spent in landing 
stores and personnel. 

During 1944 squadrons and detachments were deployed to Gove, 
mduding aircraft from 83, -12 and 13 Squadrons and also lOS Fil\hter 
Control Unit and 39 Zone Filter Control Centre. Radar, radio and 
t<! l~phone ;crvices were cstablishL'<.i. 

The reqUi rements for these groups dirfercd and created log•stic 
problems which had to be overcome. For example, on 16 December 19-14, 
-l52 Squadron arrived with 24 Spitfires, three B-2Ss, two Dakotas and one 
Cat.1 1ina-a ll of which required refuelling in lh'O hours. 

The seaplane base at Mch•illc Bay was under the control of 
56 Operational Base U1tit, but was 15 kilometres from h<"adqunrtcrs, 
and there was a detachment deployl-d to Groote Eylandt a ls(l 



The oupply of fr<>Sh water was a problem, and >hops 'upplicd 
foo.htuff. p<•tml, oil and lubricants V,>s_o;els wcr" unlo.1dt'<i by barge, as 
thNC ""rc no dockmg facilities at 1\tclnllc Bay. 

North·\\ '"'"'m Area ordered that the ba..e bt' clO'>l'<l on 21! Februan 
19~1i. and a Catahna departed from Mclnll<•ll.•y un I \lar•h 19~1i with 
the per.tonnd nf the mm defunct 56 Opcrah<>n.ll 8,,.,.. Umt ,,l'l...,rd 

COMMANDING OHICERS 
M.mh 1'1~-1 
November 1944 
29 june 1945 
9 Octob••r I 94 5 
I 'J December I '145 

-Squadron Leader M.G. Murdun'>Oil 
- Squndmn Leader E.! I. Wray 
- Flight Lieutenant C: 1.. Marton 
- Flight Lieutenant E.W. l'lctcht•r 
- Fioght LoeulcnantiJ.W. Mci.1W> 

49 
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57 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONO LOGY 
20 December 194 1 -detad1n1ent fom1cd a t Alice Springs, NT 
I June 19-12 -detachment became 57 Operational Baw 

Unit 
21 April 1946 -Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
1l1e f<AAF presence at Alice Spring; on 20 December 1941 comprised a 
liaison officer, Flying Officer A.M.j. McEwan, who was responsible for 
checking a ll RAAF s tores and equipment in transit to northern units, 
arranging transport for the same and forwa rding advice to the f<AAF 
Stations of Daly Waters and Darwin. He was also responsible for the 
handling of a ll aircraft hocl and oil both a t Alice Springs and in transit to 
the North·W~'Stcm Area, control of all RAA F aircraft and crews passing 
through Alice Spring:. ao1d drranging accommodation and meals for 
them. On 30 March 1942, four aimwn arrived to assist the liioisun officer. 
Several more airmen arrivt'tl in April and May and in )ww 1942 the 
Jctaclunenl officiaJJy became 57 Operational Base Unit. The guiding 
principle for the Unit's existence was the comfort of crews and staging 
personnel. The Unit was required to ca tcr for all service aircraft 
procccdmg to and from aerodromes north. 

On 5 December 1942 two cyclonic s torms, accompani~'d by rain and 
hail, caw;cd ~xtcnsovc damage to buildongs. Repairs were undertaken 
with little dis ruption to U1e da ily routine of lhc Unit. 

With the end of th~ war in U1e Pacific lhe Unit wa> disbanded on 
21 April1946. 

COMMANDJNG 0FFJCERS 
20 December 1941 
22 January 1943 
1 August 1943 
1 July 1944 
22 October 1944 
28 February 1945 

- Fly ing Officer A.M. McEwan 
- Flight Lieutenant E.C. Jorden 
- Fl ight Locutenant A.j . Champoon 
- Plight Lieutenant D.M. Henry 
- Flying Officer L.E. j amL'S 
-Flight Lieutenant A.W. Davison 



58 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

5 MilrCh 1941 

6 March 19-13 

II July 1944 

24 March 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed in Darwm, NT 

-~rsonnel embarked for new camp Mte at 
Drysdale Ri\•er Mio;sion, IVA 

-moved to Truscott at Exmouth Gulf, WA 
-Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
58 Operationa l Base Unit was formed in l..)arwin In the Northern 
Terr1tory on 5 MMch 1943, with a strength of 20 officers .1nd 28 airmen 
The first Commandmg Officer was Flight I ieutenilnl F.L Bragg. 

On 6 March 19n, all per..onnel of the UOII cmbar~l'<l on the HMAS 
Castlrmamr ilnd the MV Rnbmn for Drysdale Ri\'er Mtl>;lon, 26 miles 
south·w<">l of th<• AnJO r .. runsula on the coast of Western Au,tralia. The 
Umt's 'upph<"i were stor<>d at the old mis,.ion '>tilhon bu1ldmg. The 
nearby i1Crodrornt.' road was impassable due to hc.wy rilm ilnd flooding 
so that per.,onncl could not s tart to establ"h a proper camp s11e until 
27 March 

The Unit was r<o;,pon,ible for the refuelling of ,,.rcraft employed on 
operation' m their area and the supply of spare parts 

On 27 September 1943, Drysdale River Mi,s iull was o~llackcoJ by ,, 
force of Jnpane~c bomber; causing great damage. 

A scak>d air"lrip was buill Ol\ the Anjo Pcnii\Sula by jnint American 
Jnd Au,lralian fnrcco. and named Tru~ott Airfield, in memory of 
Squadron Lt>ader Ke11h ' lllucy' Trusco11. 

On 11 Jull 1944, the Unit moved to Truscott whet<' 11 helped refuel 
B-24, 3-25 and Beau fighter a1rcraft in\'Ohed in bombmg ra1d!> against the 
Japanl!'>e m the Neth.,rlands East Indies and E.1st T1mor Vanou~ Spitfrre 
squadron.' were aoo based there to guard •II·""'' dttac~ by the 
Japanl-.c. On 20 July 1944, a Japanese reconn;u~mce plane was inter· 
cepted and ~hut down by three 54 Squadron Splllir,.., 

A vegetable !\arden was established and bores had to b.' >unk for a 
proper water >upply. There was little social llf\', but tlw lldd cricket 
mntch "''" piJycoJ again>l uther units lodged at the airfield. 51 
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On 5 August the Liberty sh1p Jam;·s l'hcdnn arrived, and the 54th 
Anti-aircraft Battery-sumc 600 Army personnel-disembarked. Later 
tha t month 200 combined service personnel a ttended the first concert 
held atlhe Unit. In September 300 Australian Army personnel arrived on 
the SS Duudulnr. 

In Do;cembi;>r, fire broke out in the Sergeanlb' Mess, completely 
dc:.troying the b u1lding and contents. 

In May 1945 a Li.bcralor crashed on lake-<Jff a1td exploded-the 
aircrafl was a total luss with no survivors. On the ~.,me day a Spitfire 
cra~hed on landing and burst into names, with the pi lot receil•ing first 
degree bums. 

A winding down of opcrationo; be-gan .1ftcr th~ surrender of the 
JapanL'SC in August 1945 and on t'/ Dc>ccmbcr that year rcprescnlativ~'S of 
the Mi~tistry for Post War Recons truction addre-ssed personnel on 
r<'-t.'Stablishmcnl. 

Jn January t946 there w~s decline in morale when mo1 ic'S and fresh 
meat did not arrive. There were alw delays in mail delivcn<?s. When the 
p lane finally amved on II January carrying thC'se items it w.1s greeted 
With .:hL'CrS. 

Offici.1l confirmation was received on 26 February 1946 of the 
disba nding of the Uni t. TI1e final en try in the U1ti l History Record is 
dated 24 March 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFI CERS 
5 March I '1~3 
1·1 Augusl t943 
1() De<:embcr 11.)43 
17 Jun•• 194>1 
31 October t944 
7 Dc'I."Cmbcr 194-1 
23 June I'J45 

- Fligh t Licuwnanl F.L. Bragg 
- Fligh t Lieu len~nl A. Kahn 
- Fligh t L•eutcnanl D.S. Askew 
- Squadron lc~der S.S. EvaJls 
- Squadrlln Leader Murchanwn 
-Squad ron Leader S. Bdrry 
-Squad ron Leader R.C. Rnyson 



F /l!C ''''"·~·lr .rt Aml•·rl..., . .ll Jrmr 1968 

1\11 ,,•rtrtl ,,,.,., uf RI\AT Brrttm1oortft, Mmtl985 



RAAf /Jullt•ru>or/11 mdw stntiou-n t>olulltt'l'rou dut~ 

Tin• RAAf Sdwol, Pmau.~. Ju/_y 1961 



RI\Af I 11irl•11m !til> 1111mnllo 
(Qmtttt'mnmt( til,• I''"' I . ~· 
Fmrl\Jtrll , u•hc' U\h 1JtltJ 111 au dlr 
lrc."nJ.·t~t &JIIItc· l\l'W" ,, l .l All.~~~~~ 
/<llO 

VIP arnt~lt~ llrt' c:'"""'""JIIm.:t' a/ RAAF f;~irbairu l.flrti t\.ftumll~ttllt'll ''"'''''S ''" 
2-1 f l'!rrwny /'lo I 



Stut iou I kndqunrtt·rs Dnrwm umft·r construt tion. D~t·t•mbt•r l9.JO 

Cnqrornl C Vnwsrr cll~c"t'kf. A1r Trnn:;porlnb/,· Trlt'Commmricahcms llml rndw 
<'<]1111'1111'111 duri11g E.wrcl"· 'Kn11g11roo 92' 



RAAF Bni<'Lirv<'rtnn lmrd <ltlmfmg, }1mt•1987 





1'/u·/"'"''' of till' Ruy.tl AtNir11lilm Air Fore.· RAAF flit><· !'oint CtJt•k. Al"il 1927 

lf<lottmg al Poi ttl Cook, """ 1914 
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59 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

10 April 1943 

31 Augu't 1'1-1-l 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at 1\hlhnJ~•mb•, '"r 
-la~t entn- in Unit H"tury Rl"Cord 

NARRATIVE 
On I Apr.l 194l, l;hght L•cu tcnant C. MacKmnun, onotht•r orflccr and 
38 otlwr r.1111-.~. departed by a1r from Batchck>r, bound for Millmj;mlbi, 
Northern Territory, where 59 Op~rMic>n.•l B,,.._, Unit "'"' r.li"<>d on 
10 April 1'1-13. 

The Unit "W• the centre of Opl'ration' Hud-.cllh from 2 Squadron 
stagl>d through. Ill oper.lte over Timocl-a 1lw airfil'ld .1t 'vtillingm1bi wa'< 
U'><>d b)• IJcaul•ghtcr, Sp1tfirc, Boomerang. IJcaulort and \1•tchdl alfcraft, 
flymg clmVO) t-.cort' and strikes on enemy taf);cl' ,,t locahhl'S such as 
Ta~rfan~ 

j41p;m4.~· ;.ar .lC'h\ Jty tn the area was at a r..\l,lh\ d\· tugh I~' d . On 
9 Ma} 1'1·11, thl' dil">lnp w.l'> raided by nine 'Zcl.l~·. and MV M•mJuliQ, 
30 tons ol 'tort·' and a Beau fighter were dl':>tmyl'<l One Sp•tl1rc frum 
54 Squ.>dmn (KAF) cr.hh-landed, and thl' pilot ""' ,Jtghtly injured. On 
thl" 13th J fore~ of 'Z~kes' 0ew il rt'COiliML~lOCl' \WCr the b.1~ Jnd, tWO 
days Inter, an unidentified enemy aircraft ev.ldc'li intcrll'phng figh ters by 
d ivmg in!() cloud 

·nw b.l'l' "'·'' railil'd again by light bmnl'!Cr- ~n<l fiw 'Zl'kt•,' on 
28 M.1y I\J·t3 I he defending Spitfire,; claimed tlw <lt•<,truction uf thr<oe 
cn<.•my bon>b<•rs and damage to another for th\' h'" of two of their 
numb<•r. It"''" nnt unhl August that Spitfirt'S WNt' .1ga.n .n aclJon, when 
two cncm)· flt>.lt planL" were destroyed on tht' lOth rour d.l)'' t'arlicr, 
Japan<"" 011.1t planl.._ had attacked a conn>v -17 m•k.., north of 
\.hlhng1mb•. 

To cn.1blc "f'l''•'"""-' to be undl'rtaken from tht• bil'l', 1 Mt>tnlt' Works 
Sqthldron commcncL'<I the construction of nec .... sary m,-...._.., .~nd f.lCillh~ 
on 22 Apnl 1911. rhl'SC were completed by Alll\l"t, .1nd tlw '"'tJII.ltmn 
or n ~ign.d ... ~'(hon~ n.'Creation room and c,lnll.X"n Wt'fl' ,,1-,u compldltd. 
Supplic, l\'l'fl' forw,l<dl'lito the Unit by sea, !.hip' 'urh '"the MV 1>/nrrder 
and SS Mnlurm11 bL'Cnmmg welcome sights for the rnl'n .1t Millmgimbi. 53 
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There were fam l accidents ~nd incidents which were beyond human 
control. On 19 April 1943 two Hudson aircraft collided and crashed on 
Habarmur Island, without survivors. During 17 September 1943, three of 
seven lkaufighter aircraft which had attacked Taberfanc became lost in 
fog whilst inbound for Millingimbi, and forc~~landed, out of fuel. They 
were recovered after extensive search and salvage operations. f'lying 
Officer Tayh>r. his observer and two fit ters were not so lucky on 25 April 
t943, when the Beau fighter in which lhey were Oying crashed and bumt; 
alJ the crew and pas.wngers were kill~'(! . 

The ],1st entry in the Unit l·listory Record was made on 31 August 
1944. AI lhat stage the Uni t and ass<xialt'<i lodger units (308 Radar 
Stabon, 52 Operationa l Base Unit Mari.ne Section and Security Guilrd 
Unit) tom lied 100 officers and airmen. 

COMMANDING OFFI CERS 
10 April 1943 
29 July 1943 
January 1944 
22 June 1944 

- Flight !..tNt tenant C. MacKinnon 
-Squadwn Leader j .H. Starr 
- Squadron Leader R.A. Banvell 
-Squadron Leader W.H. Shehan 



60 OPERATIONAL BAS E U N IT 

CJ I RONOLOGY 
12 Apnl l'l+l - f(>rnwd at R.ln,fnrd, V1c 

12 Ma~· 19-14 - advann• p.1rh mnn'<l tu Sattll.!r, NT 

9 Decemb<.'r 19-14 mo' c to Morota1 cummcna.>d 

28 IA'Cemb<.'r 1947 - la\t ••ntry m lmt ll"tory Rl'Cord 

NARRATIVE 
60 Operational Baw Umt, w1th a 'tro.•ngth uf vnl.! offic~r and r; other 
ranks, was formed at R.>n.,ford, \ tctona, vn 12 Apnl 19+1. It was planned 
that the Umt 'hould prm 1d\' two 'tgnal' ta,J.. .... ..;tum' and, to enable this 
plan to be met, thc">C "-'Citnn' " '"rc tram<>d ,,t l Signal• Taslo. Unit, 
Fannmg. Quc...nsland 

On 13 April 19+1, Scrgl'ant I C. Smith k'<l .>n ad\·,>n~ p.>rt) to Sattler, 
Northern Tcrntnry. TI1c p.uty .um cd at 5.lttler on 24 Apnl, thrc... day~ 
before thctr l'<JU1pmcnt, and movl.'d lnlt> th\' Umt camp s1tc on 12 May 
19-14. The main b(ldv of th\' Unit dcp.utcd on 3 M.w. 

The Umt commenced dcfcnC\' t raming on 19 M.>y 19-14, and 
participated in ,, 'mnd. nccupo1tirm uf &>ttlcr .md defence against 
infiltr,>llon' cxcrci'c nn I june. Air dd~ncc cou~'S. the first of 20 officers, 
commencc>d ,>t 60 Opemtional Ba~c Unit 011 16 August. L..md ing barge 
training was undNtaken by <;O illnncn from th\' Umt 011 3 November. 
On this occasion, n>cmlx•r, stormed Mica IJcach- bcfore partaking in 
a beach picnic. 

Whilst bawd at Sattk•r, thl' Umt hoste-d dctachm<•nl' from 28 AJI 
Stow; Park (20 May- 13 Jun;• 19~4) and 5 Radio lr"tdllation and 
Maintenance Unit. 102 and 152 Radar Unit' .11"' u-.>d Umt fadliti~ 

The structure of th~ Umt "''"' m a ~t.>to: of nu,. On 1~ June 19-!4, 
14 cypher officers and 48 other rank_, arn' l'<l from Fanrung. TI>t"C troops 
were post <'<I from th~ Unit on 12 Nm t•mbcr, .md th<• 'ignal' .md cyphcr 
offices ceast'<l to function I h>W01n•r, on 25 No' cml:'l'r. th~ cypher 
officers and 10 cyphcr "'-"Stant' w~rl' J'(l't<>d m to the Umt, and a s1gnab 
task section was -.cht'<luk'<l l(l move to Mnmtai with the rest of 
60 Operational Ba~ Unit 'Ow mann<' ..._..,t1nn was n'-<'StabiL•hcd on 
16 December ICJ+l, w1th 25 ml'n and"' bc>.IL' 55 
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TI1e fjrs t element of the Unit deployed to Morotai by air on 
9 December 1944. On the 17th, 70 person nel boarded SS Mc.riro for 
Morotai, where thev arrivL>d on 31 January 1945. One of U1c first tasks 
undertaken w.1s the C>tilblishmcnt of a transit camp before taking over 
lht> refuelling pool at Wama airfield on 9 April 194.5. The Unit as..,umed 
the responsibi lity from 61 Opcr.l tional Base Unit for refuelling RAAF 
aircr..ft at l'itN' airfil'id on the 15th, and then for Oying control on 
25 April. 

The first launch (06-13), under the command of Flight Ueutcn.1nt 
Cassell, arrivL<d on 8 Mny 1945. Marine craft were deployed on du ty as 
far ,,field '" Tawitawi and L.1e. Tiw air-sea rc'SCue conunilment of the 
Unit was d ropped, and 02-2 was used as a crash launch Two launches 
werl' transferred to 47 Operationa l Base Unit during )ul)' 19-15. 

60 Opo.;rational Base Unit mm·t!<l to a new camp $ilc at Pitoc on 
12 September 1945. The ma in responsibility of the Unit w<1S the refuelling 
of a ircrnft at Wama a nd J>itoo, servicing of transien t aircraft a nd flying 
boat,, maintaining motor transport and generators and prm•iding 
accommodation for 600 transi~nt personnel. In October, the Uni t assu med 
the t~>chnical recovery functton from 5 Repair and Salvage Unit and 
commandl-d the high frequency direction finding facility. Responsibili ties 
extended to ~upplying non-technical items t~' a ll RAAF unit:> at Morntat. 

When 11 Communicallons Unit disbanded on 6 March 1946, 
60 Opcrntionat BaM• Unit was allotted l~aufort A9-487. 

fhe Unit was a major link in the courie-r chnin to Japan, where the 
Australian clement of the British Commonwea lth Occupation Force was 
being established. Between Februarv a nd )ut1~ 1\146. 3686 personnclusro 
the transii accommodation and 777 aircraft landed at Morotai. 

The fUla l entry in the Uni t His tory Record '"as made on 28 December 
I 947. 

C OMMANDING O FFICERS 
17 Aprd 19~ 
24 August 1q44 
7 Sept~mber 1945 
8 November 194.5 
18 !X'Ccmber 19-lf> 
9 January 1947 
12 November 1947 

-Squadron Leader I-I.D. Gillett 
- Squadron leader S.R. Harpha m 
-Squ.td ro n leader B.C. Daymond 
-Wing Commander I. F. Rose 
- Squadron leader D.C. Pfeiffer 
-Squadron Leader J.R. L.wcn; 
- Squadron Leader K.S. Brown 



61 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

h Apnl I'I-I-I 
II Apr1l 1'1~~ 

12 J.mu.try 11145 
I Ma) 1945 
31 Octobl•r 19·15 

Cl IRONOLOGY 
-raiSt.>d at 8.11larat, Vk 

-.tdvancc part\ c.J,•parll'-1 for rm, ""' .u,., 
Qlc.l 

-move to Morotao commcntl'<l 
-landed at Tarak.tn 
-last entry in Unot llish>ry R<-curc.l 

N ARRATIVE 
61 Opcratumall~.l>e Unit was cstabhshed at ltll1.1rat, Voctoria, on 6 April 
19-1-1. rl)•ong Offoccr A L :-.tcKeown. thl' ,,dlut,tnt, .miu'<l on th<:' same 
day, to '>Upcrvo.,.. the departure of the ad1 a nee p.orty nf 16 for 10\\ 0!>\'lllc 
on II Apnl fh" party arnvcd at TownS\ olll', whcr" thl'\ were located 
woth I Warck-.s Lnot detachment, on I \1av 19-1-1 

The n•ar p.trty dl'parted from Ballarat b) r.llt "" :; \l,\1, arm·ing at 
lownwolll' on the 13th Two-thirds of the Umt complct~>d defence 
tr<umng b) the end of Mav, beromltlg comp.•tcnt woth the Vockers 
machonc gun, Brcn gun, Thompson sub-m.tehnw gun .tnd 10~ rifle. In 
addition, the ml'll wen.' gavcn k~sons in bayoowt faghllng, fodd craft and 
camouflag.: and conn•.alment. On 14 November t\1-1-1, (J() members of the 
Unat pMticap.atcd '""'enemy' in~ ground attack C\l'rci,c. 

In Augu~t 11144, the two signab task section' whi<h h.td joim•d the 
Unit <111 31 M.l)' 19-1-1 were deleted from the Unit'~ C•tahl ~>hmcnt, ,1nd 
replaced by a signa), scchon Additional tasks wcr,• ~fkxtcd an other 
chang~" h> the ,-.tabJi,hmcnt at this timl"-50 fr,·aght handl<•r-, a 170·man 
SCI'\ acin); t'Chdun .tnd ,J mnl'·llhln firing cnntrul ~'<h<lll -addl'<l Whill' 
thl' Umt "a' bcmg re-organised, technacal pcl"'nnnel "~r<· detached to 
obtaan C\j>CM<.'IICl' '"'lh urull> of the Umted Stat<"> 'ith Aor Force and 
6 Tran,p<lrt .tnd l<lo• cment,; Office, 5 Squadron. and 101 Faghll'r Control 
Unll 

llle f,,_, nf 2~ aarcraft, allollt-d to trar"p<>rf the Unit and l'<JU1pment to 
Morntaa, c.ll'p.lrtl'<l fmm Tn•~'ns,·illc nn 12 )anu.try J9.JS. The ad1•ance 
party, led by Hying Officer J.E.C. Fo,.tcr, pr~parl'<l a c.1mp 'itc and the 
Uni t "''umcd rc-,pnn"ba hty for Wam.1 ai,..,trip fht• rc.Jr dl'lachment vf 
177 11\l'o <~rrh•,.,_l an the Carlos Camllo on 23 March 1945 57 
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By 9 April the maintenance section at Willma was ready to undertake 
da ilr inspection..' of aircraft. However, this function wa~ tn be assumed 
by 60 Operational Base Unit, and the men of 61 Operational Base Urut 
were .11locatcd for the 'Obot' I ' nperaticm-thc landing .11 Tarak.1n. Tht> 
Unit members embarked on thrre landing craft and the fitnmn on 
23 April, befure landing at NorU1 Wharf, Tarnkan, on I May 1945. 

Operations M Tarakan were restricted by the inability of the invaders 
to cl'mplde the airstrip. A detachment of 60 p~rsonnel was deployed to 
Taw1tawi in the Philippines to assist with thl' servicing of a ircraft 
operatmg from Lhc airstrip there. This detachment departed in IW<) 

convoys. on 23 and 30 May and returned during the week commencing 
19 June. 

Four mr raid alerts occurred before lh<.> airstrip at 'Croydon' was 
opened on 28 june 1945. The first aircraft to land was a Beaufightcr, 
AB-196, which was followed by Kittyhawk fightcn. of 75 Squadron. 

Enemy aircraft were not the only danger. There was Uu• constant 
threa t of japanese infiltration into the camp site. Flying Officer McKeown 
was badly wounded on 10 june 1945 when a 'friendly' booby trap 
accidentally explod<>d Lt'adh1g Aircrafhnen K.E.V. June~ and R.C. Yates 
captured four japanese servicemen who "'ere searching for food ncar the 
motor tran..~port refuelli ng point on the night of 10 Ju ly 1945. 

After the Amtistice the Unit serviced traMicnt aircrnft, which 
included fighters from 78 Squadron, Hudson and Liberator aircraft. A 
Cataltna courier s;,rvice between Morotai and Tnrakan was institutLod. On 
30 October 1945, fighter aircraft from 75, 78, 80 and 452 Squadrons were 
ferried south in ba tch!!!> of 10 per day. 

The fina l entry in the Ulllt History Record •s doted 31 October 1945. 

COMMANDING 0 FFICERS 
I May 19-1-l -squadron Lt'ader C. E. Tobin 
30 August 1'145 -Flight Lieutenant R.T. Bruce 



71 OPERATIO N AL BASE UNIT 

1 June 1<142 

1 Oecemb<'r 1942 

31 January 1946 

Cit RONOLOGY 
- formt'\J "' Oper.llwnal BJ-c C.arnan on, 

WI\ 

,.._._naml'<l 71 Operational Base Urut 
- Un1t dL'b,lndl'<l 

NARRATIVl 
Operational B.lw C..rnMvon "''" fnrml'<l on I June 1942 at Carnarvon, 
Western 1\ustrali.l, and bt.>t"amc 71 Opcr.lhunal B.l.W Un1t on I December 
1942. The lil'l>t Commandmg Officer "'·'' fh•ong Officer G.C. GiUott and 
establishment strength "'"' .ct at two off"""' and 48 a1rmen. The Urut 
refuelled and sen1ced al•mplan,-. th.1t ''"''' llfl('ratang m the area, 
including 1\n.-on, llg<'r Moth, Kmgf"hcr, !k.1ulort, o.,~ot.,, Hudson and 
Boomerang. 

On I October 1942, ,, pl.llll.' crash,'ll ,, fc11 m1l"'- from the Unit. A 
guard was left M the cra'h s1tc and two "'Jured members of the crew 
were taken bac~ lor rnl'tll(,ll treatment 

On 211 June two Fblwril., t?t:p..rhl>cnt n•prc-,cnt.>tlvc;. o~rrivc'd from 
Perth to invcsllgatl' how cU,>ctiw sh.u-k rcpdk•nt was in case of air 
crashes and crt'w member:-. ha\'ing to b.11t~ out uvl.'r w.1tcr. 

To combat thl' thrl'dl u( )•lP•IIll>;.l• a11.1~k, ,, 050-inch rtlilChin~ gun was 
insta lled and instruction., W('rt' g•vcn m ils usc. 

After the end of hosli litic'> In 1\ugl"l l'l45 the Unit 'tnrll'<i to wind 
down and there wa~ mun~ hmt• for ll1lt;,llrl' ,tnd l'ntert<~mnwnl 

The Unil di,bm1dcd on 11 January 1946. 

COMMANDING OrrtCERS 
I June 1942 

29 June 1943 

16 July 194-1 

12 November 1944 

6 January 1945 

27 Septcmb<'r I \14 5 

- I lying Oll>ccr C..C Gil loll 
- floght Lwutl•nanl A r Marchant 
-fl>glll l.Jcutcn~nl J t Sproull! 

rhght L>~ul•'nanl CM. Coole 
- l'hght l1cUI~nan1 I .A. Rolt>y 
- flpn)l 0(fi~r A) Browne 59 
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72 OPERATlONAL BASE UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
til june 1942 -formed at Albany, WA 

1~ October 1941 -Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
72 Operational Base Unit was form~'<! at Albany, Wcstcm Australia, with 
44 p<'rsonncl from 5 Embarkation Depot in Perth. The first Commanding 
Officer was Pilot Officer C.M. Coote. 

After •rriving at Albany by train, amid heavy rain, the Unit members 
found that no one had been adv1sed of thc1r pending arrival. TI1e one 
ll\•ing hut at th<' aerodrome was occupied by n detnchml'nt elf Unit~d 

State:. Navy Air Service and wirde~ operators, guards and others 
belonging to the RAAF. Accommodation, rations and messing facilities 
tl1cre were totally inadequate. Temporary quarters w('f(' found with 
'C' Company, 19th GarriSlil1 Batt;,lion, and arrangements made with 
Albany Fixed Defence Forces for the supply of rations pending the 
receipt of relevJnt instructions from Headquarters. l11c position was 
reported Immediately by phone to Headquarters Pearce and blankets, 
kitchen utensils <tnd messing gear were despatched by motor transport. 
arnving next day. Two kitchen stoves were bought locD lly. 

As the ~crodromc area and surround> were Ooodcd tents could only 
bl! pitchl!d t)n >ma ll i,olat.;d sites abm•" water level at tlw sid~ of the 
mam road. Aftl!r a survey of thl! store.~ and "'luipment, all personnel 
returned to 'C' Company for the night, as th!' tents were lc\0 wet for 
occupation. 

When the r.1in stt>pped, P"I'S<.>ru1el and kits were muv~>d b.1ck to lht! 
aerodrome and work began on o temporary mess. ·rhc Unit set up 
ammunitic>n and bomb dumps as '''ell a• a fu<'l supply depot for passing 
aircrafL Aircraft scr\'icted were Beaufort, Wlrraway, Anson, Oxford and 
Tiger Moth. 

In November 1942 a dl>eision was made that the Unit would 
participate in swimming, tennis, cricket. rifle shooting and nthlclics. A 
shield was presented t>ach year to the top <portsman. 

Accommodat1on was still a problem and the tent s1tes were moved 
every few weeks. Some American huts were den\olished but tn January 



1943 Jn offic1al from Department of A1r amwd to in!.pt'Cl the s1te. J:-1,:, 
dl'(:llll'tl that d.-molihon of the hub wa~ to cei1!oC and that the RAAF 
should n>JI.C U~ of them tO 0\'('TC(lme the accommod,lhlln (rt'lS This 
dca;,1on wJ' O\erruk'<l- thc huts wen., pulll'd down and pcr-.onnel were 
t~an.•fcrr,'\1 mt<• tomr, Gra,•d foundalion;, '"''"built up m an •·ndea,·our 
to kl>cp floor- dry. 

A \'egdabl~ patch and a tennis court wcw L..,t,lbl"hL'tl by Decemb.>r 
t<l43 

In March 1'14~ llw local group of Air T r.llnl11!; Corp' .md Women'> 
Air Tmimng Corps were taken for drill train1ng, and <hort fl1)'\hts Ill 

Tiger Moths. 
On 1'\ October 1'1+1, 72 Opcration.11 13M·•~ Un1t di~bandcJ tl> become 

Opcrat1onal Ba"' Unit Albany. 

COMMANDING OrncLR\ 
'I June 1'142 
7 April 1'141 
I Scptemb.:>r 1943 

-Pilot Officer C.M CO<lte 
-A\•ing Officer f . Jolly 
- Right Lieutenant T Xoll 
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73 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

CH R.ONOLOGY 
II November 1942 - formL-d al Corunna Downs, WA 

14 )anuarv 1946 -Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
73 Operational Base Unit w.\~ fom1t'<l at Corunna Downs, WL>stcm 
Austral.ia, on 18 November 1942. Flight Lieutenant L.U. Sutt'"' wa;, the 
first Commanding Officer of an t-stablishment of five officers and 
57 aarmen. The Unit was set up to service and provide f ucl for the RAAF, 
United States Air Force .and the Royal Netherlands Navy tlperations. 

On arrival, tents were erected and fly proofing of th~ kitchen and the 
setting up of an orderly room and stor~ undertaken Silt'S were also 
checked for fuel dumps. Fresh mc.>t was obtained from the Corunna 
Downs cartlc station homestead and bread and ice were rettived twice a 
week from the nearby Comet Mine. 

The ~partmcnt of Ovil Aviation commenced grading the stnp on 
16 December 1942, with work being carried out by civilian labour and 
Roads Board plant Approximately 300 feet of temporary ~trip were 
completed on 20 December and final rolling of the strip was carried out 
using service tractors. Early in january 19.J..3 an engln~?Cr of the Main 
RoaJ, Board arrived to spend siJ. days testing the "ubsoil on the 
runways, locating suitable top-dressing materiaJ for the runway> and 
mspccting the area in genera l. Owing to the lack of gravel in the natural 
surface at was decided tea use decomposed g·ranite, as this material was 
readily dvailablc in unlimited quanti tic>. The first runway WdS 7000 feet 
by 250 ft-cl and the other measured 5000 k>et by 250 feet. In September 
1943, both strips were completed; 18 000 fc'Ct of taxiway wca·c ready at the 
end of June 194-1. 

Opera tions commenced over )apancse-occupaed Netherlands East 
Indies by aircrMt from Corunna Downs. Some of the aircraft types using 
the airstrip were Hudson. Anson, Liberator, Flying Fortress, Douglas 
C-47, Gannet, Lockheed Lodestar, Vultt>e Vengeance, Tiger Moth, Spitfire 
and Beaufort. On 20 December 1944, a strike force of 30 Liberators carried 

62 ou t a successful massion from Corunna Downs. 



With ,, vi<•w to qf~goarding civili.lns in the area, arrangemenb were 
made with th~ wn,t.ll>le of the Marble Bar Poh«> and th4.' maMger of the 
Com<'t Mmc to promulgate an air raid wammg snt~m 

Trammg tn tht• llW of the Bren gun, hand gren.Jd<-.. bayt•ll<'t f1ghtmg 
and g<'nt•r.ll a<•rt>drome defence wa~ commcnc,'ll 

With the t•nd of thl' War, 73 Opi'rahon.ll a,,.,.. Unot w." d"b.1nded on 
14 )anu,lr)' 1'1·16. 

COMMANDING OIIICrR\ 
6 O....:t•mbl'r I '142 
15 Octub~r 1943 
9 l'cbruMy l'N~ 
10 Novcmbt•r t'145 

-Flight Lieutt•nant L U. Sulton 
- Flight Lieu tenant F. )nlly 
-Flight Lieu tcn.lnl H E. CN•agh 
-l' light Lieu tcn.lnt 1..1·. Solmnn 
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74 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

8 January 19-13 
17januarv 1943 
23 Jan\oary 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at RAAF Pearce, WA 
-<lcparted for Yanrcy Sta lion. WA 
-Unit di$banded 

NARRATIVE 
74 Operationa l 6~ Unit was forme<i a t RAAF Station Pearce on 
S januar)' 1'143. The first Commanding Officer was Flying OHiccr Ward. 
The purpose of the Unit wa;, to pwvidc refuelling and SCr\'ice for passing 
atrcraft. 

On 17 January 1941, " convoy t>f 34 vehicle<; and per~unnd (including 
those of 4 Medical Rec~iving Station) departed for Cernldton en route to 
Yanr<'y Station, arriving on 23 january, and commenced to set up camp. 
At the end of the month a r<.'SCrve storage of 5000 gallons of fuel had been 
ubtainl'<l. 

Two runwnvs were being built nl Yanrcy nt the time ol the Umt's 
arrival. One was suitable (or operatioru, in gc.){)(i weather. and work w:ts 
s till to be carried ou t on the other. Ln early February heavy rain rendered 
the' aerodrome unsCrv iCcablc, but the weather had one advantage-a ll 
the water t;mks were filled. 

On 20 February 1943 the Unit hdd ,, concert to cclcbriltc the 
cnmpletion of the canteen and supper was provided by the cooks. 

On 24 February 1\1-13 violent winds, followed by a dust s torm and 
torrenti,ll rain, blew th~ start'S and airmens' rness tents down. Personnel 
quickly re-erecled both once the ~tonn had pru.sed. Vehicular traffk 
between the Umt site and Yanrey homestead was in1poss•ble ow1ng to 
the flooded conditions. 

One" U1e wet season cndro, the Unit was kepi busy r<,fu('Uing visiting 
Anson, Kingfi>h<'r, Beaufort and Tiger Moth .11tcraft. ln May 1'144 the first 
aa.r raid warning was received and all guns were manneti . 

Also in May 19*1, Lc.1ding Aircraftman Reynolds was bJd ly burnt 
whilst working in the tran~port section. An American doctor new from 
Learmonth in a Kingfisher aircr,,ft and gave him a blood lTansfusion. A 
sis;nal was sent to Corunna asking for an mr ambulance but at the end of 
lh<' d,l} n(l reply had be<'n r('C{'ived . The American doctor wa> called 



again .1nd ,t.l\ lod .1t th~ hospital all night. 111~ n(•'t day tlw a1r ambulan«' 
arnn'\l.>nd R<•ynold' wa' Oown to the h"'pital at Gu•ldford 

In CKtolX'r 1'1+1 the exCCSSI\'e heat wa< 'tarhng h• aff<"<:t the tar -c.1led 
'tnp' wh~eh ,t,~rll'\1 to <how signs ol dctcm•r~hun When aircraft 
alightc'\1 on hut da\' they tended ttl War "-'<hon' uf thl' 'urfolCl' ol\\'J~ 

With the l'nd of the Wdf in the J>acif1< •n Augu't 1'1-l'i the Lnit 
commcnuod wmdmf1 down and wa, di<band<'<l 1>n :n Janual"\ t•l~6. 

COMMANDING OrrJCFRS 
8 fllllllolry 1'!43 
I-I July 1'1-l:l 
I April I'! W 

14 ' Ulll' 19-1~ 
8 Fcbru.1ry 19-15 
6 Nnn•mlx•r 19-l'i 

-Flying Offin•r WMd 
- Flight Lieutenan t Nkholl;. 
-Flight Lieutenant ( I urn~r 
- !'light Lil'u tcn.lnt J\.1 $l1.1nncm 
- Flight Ueutl'n.lnt II(, t.•hh' 
-Flight Ueutt'll.u>t r <: Sm•th 
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75 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

Cl-tRONOLOGY 
I Ma rch 1943 - formed a t Noonkanbah, NT 
2-1 December 1945 - Umt disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
75 Operationa l Base Unit wa~ formed on I Marcil 1943 a t Noonkanbah, 
Nnrthem Tern tory. The Umt was located at the homestc~d at 'Fossil 
Dt1wns', whl!re there wa$ a civil airstrip, and was formed to n'ilintain 
pt!lml and bomb dumps. The airfield w,1s used a~ ,, staging point for 
Netherlands East Indies (NEI) forces. Regular supply nights were made 
to and from Broome and rcfucUing JiJ'Iks were made with Derby, 
Guild ford, Learmonth, Corunna, Cundcrdin and Cuomalie CrL'Ck. RAAF 
squadrons using Noonkanbah were numbers 24, 25 and 31 and aircraft 
based at the Unit were Anson and Tiger Moth. The strip was SUitable for 
heavier nircraft such as Liberators, Bcauforls and C-47s. 

The first Commanding Officer was Flying Officer Backhuuse. TI1e 
Unit was established with one ofliccr and six other ranks. The men were 
quartered in the station wool shed, until tl1e arrival of 24 more personnel 
when they a ll moved to adjacent ~heds and tents. The water supply was 
obtmnc"<l from the nc" rby Fitzroy River which was subject to nUO<Iing il1 
the wet season. 

On S April 1'143 the Commnnder of North·Westem Area, Colonel 
J. Jomes, arrived ~nd off!'red to ~ssist with canteen supplies, .15 well as 
\raining in guerilla warfare. The lack o{ fresh food supplies was often a 
problem ftlr the Unit and personnel oft~n had to rely on tinned meat and 
V<"gCl<lbk>S. An oulbl'l!ah.of food poiS<mi11g occurred early in 1945 because 
of rusted tins. TI1e lack of fresh supplies WilS felt ,,ru tely near Christmas 
1944 but on 23 December an Anson arrived from Broom!' carrying mail 
and Christmas hams and fresh vegetables. 

Socia l life w.1s very limited but a tennis court was built and in August 
t'144 a race m~'Cting and dinner dance were held in conjunction with the 
Army, wi th the StilliOn owners as guests of honour. The RAAF horse 
'Cook.,.. Tour' by Air Chief out of Season won the Noonkanbah Cup. 

On 30 September 1944 all surplus fuel was tmnsported to Derby and 
the bnsc hl"Ca mc non-operational. 



With th<' cml of hostilities in the Pacific. personnel ~tartcd to be po:,ted 
out for di~harge On Chrisbnas E'·c 19-15, a Lobcrator arrin>d to uplif1 
the rcmaonong personnel to Guild ford and the Unot wa.., then dL.,banded. 
All equopment was n>tumcd to RAAF North·Wt-.h.•m 1\n:>.1 HNdquartcr.. 
and build mg .. wl.'rc left for a disposal team to> '<'lllocall)' 

COMMANDING OFfiCERS 
I March 19-13 
4 Ot•cconbcr 1'.1-13 
31 May I<J-14 
14 jnnu.1ry 1945 

- Rying Officer Bad.hou~ 
-Pilot Offic<"r r:.s. Sproule 
- Squadron Leader A .I'- MM,h•lnt 
-Flight Lieutenant C..M. Cnotc 
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76 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

CHRONOLOGY 
7 May 1943 -formed at Exmouth Gulf, WA 

21 Sept.•mber 1946 -Unit dL~banded 

N M\RATIVE 
7(-, Operational Base Unit was raised at Exmouth Gu lf, Western Au~tralia, 
on 7 May 1943. Squadron Leader C.M. f'cnnefnthcr assumed command of 
I he Unit on 10 May 1943, bclore 32 •lirmcn arrived onlhc MV Kooliuda on 
17 May. Work commenced o n the eslabiJshment of tents and a kitd1en 
next day. 

Air r.1id alerts sounded on 20 and 21 May, 13 July, '16 September 1943 
and 31 May 19+1. On 21 May nin~ bombs were dropped in the sea. The 
alert of 13 July was a trial lo tl>sl I he dispersal of pt•rsonnel and aircr.1f1. 
Enemy aircraft were sighted flying overhead on J6 Scptcn1bcr and 
unidcntHic'd aircrnft were tracked on rndar, flying up and down the 
coast, on 31 May 19+1. 

Tiw Unll serviced a multitude 1>f aircraft, including Dakota. Oeaufnrl, 
Ansun, DH-86, Mitchell, Cannel, Vengeance, Kingfisher, Hudsun, 
Lodestar, Ltberator and Catalina. This operation was not without 
difficulty. l lcavv r.1in closed the airstrip for the first time on 22 Jnne 19·13, 
and II was not until 9 August thai the s trip was fully scaled. Tiw Unit's 
refuelling launch and d inghy were unloaded and commissioned on 
~ june 1943, thus e11abling Oytng boats to be refudled, and the U1t1l 
accepted the transfer of the signals S<.'Ciion or 111 Fighter Sector 
li l'adquartcrs on 31 October 19-13. 

Boomerangs from S5 Squadron were ba~ed ot 'Pot$hot' lo give aerial 
cover over the Unitl<d Stales Navy submannc base at Exmouth Gulf. This 
important facility was the operational ba:;<> for submarines including USS 
f'la,IJ<•r, A>pro, Snudlnuu, Augl~r. Rolmlo, Blu•'fi" and Bnmfi;;ll, during 
June 1944. 

On 8 Mdy 194~. adva nce pa rt it-s from 1-1, 54 (RAF) and 457 Squadrons 
arrivt<d at 'Potshot', a long with a Wcslt•rn Area l lcadqu.~rtcrs detach
ment, nn opcralillOS of 'extreme SCCrL>cy'. 161 Fighter Control Un1t arrived 
by Dakota next day, and wa~ fully operational within eigh t hours of 
landing. Nineteen SpitJin>s from 5-I and ·157 Squadrons 1,1nded on 



the IOih, 12 BNuforl' from 14 Squadron and 17 m ore Spttft~ .~rnved on 
II May. The 'lrl.'nglh of the Unit rose to 743 pcr.onncl durin~ this petit!<l, 
to mamtam llw <;ptlfirc fighlcr patrob and the anh·,uhm.trin~· cffor" of 
the Beaulorh 

Dunng june 194-1, <;h..,JI Cumpan) repro...,...nt.•ttH-. ,unn'<l to dt'<.'U.'!< 
lhl' stlmg of ful'l 'uppiR'S to be used b~· Qanlas l thcr.llor dtraalt, wluch 
would ,t.lgl.' through l \mouth, either .lrrt\ mg from. ur dl.'parting for. 
Ceylon Tlw ftN Otghl uf tht!> lri·\\L'l'kl) 'l'f'\ lLt:' IU l.lnd oil hmuuth did 
so on 2 Junl.', hcfor<• dcpurhng for Guddford d u nng llw lullowmg d.1y. 
The arriv.1l Jrld dcparturl' of Libera tor a trcr.lft un thi, 'dll'<l ulc became 
pa rt nf h mo uth ro ulinc. Thcrc is unly nnL' incilll'lll whkh c.ltt~l'd sonw 
dio;qu•cl O n 27 January 1945 an incom mg Roy.11 Atr l'orn• Cat.1Hna was 
forclod to 1.1nd 'hort of fuel near North w,..,, C.lpt.• l lw atrcr,l fl was 
disc<Wcrcd by,, Dal..ota whtch had L~n dtn•rlt•d ln1m ,1 nnrtlu.'m couri<?r 
Otf;ht "hl'n tl .trriHod at 'Polshot', to\\ed In th<' L not,>d 'il.ltt.., ""' .1l ba5<' 
.1nd rL"fucllt'<l. befllrl' procl!eding 10 Cr.m·ll'\· U.1y, nmr f'l'rth. on 
2Sjanuary 

Squadron Lc.1dcr Sangster, Aying Offtcl.'r o,, and S...rgo:ant Catton 
were .111 l..olll-.1 whl.'n a Gannet ambul.1nc<.' cr.l,hl-.1 un tak<'-<lff on 
25 Augu'>t I '1+1 

Durmg 2 f ,•lmtar) 1<145, tho: iacililk-. u£ 71> Op, •r.•tonn.ll B.N.' Uno! Wl're 
virh.~ol lly r.llt.'\1 tu th1• gmund by a cyclont' Low gr.tun•l 'urmunding th;; 
Unot "'•" tluotk-.1, ,u od ,, 21-ton landmg b.trgc b lown from ''" tn<><lrmg 
o ((;hort•, In bt· dq>o~• ted nl'ar thl' 005 dcgr<'<' runw.ov. Orw mt•mb<'r was 
<'I'JCUnlt'd «Ht th <111 4 Fo:bruary. su ffcrin~; from~ h.Kk inJu ry. h.wong bt.ocn 
hil by .1 '"""' uf inm dunng the cyclone. Thrl.'l' m~·mho.•" of thl' M,lrlnc 
5<"<:11011 W<'rc not '>!l lurl..v, .1nd drowned; lh~ ho<ly nf (nrpoml B.J. ( arr 

wa' ""'"' <'rt.'d .tnd buri<'<i. Another violl'nl thunJc.-toom '"' ll f<.'bruary 
1 'l~~ bh~\\ \hl\\11 lhl' 11C\\'I) L'rt'Cll'<i '"""' 

f'nur Q.lnla' J.anc,\,lnan ;urcrafl landl'<l .11 J,mnulh 1111 2 )UIIl' 1'145. 
din .. xl fn1m S~ dn\.'Y· l(l mark the commcnce.•m'--•nt {d , ,,. 1lltln U\ l'~ .. h ~11r 

sen ICL-. Th<• b.tw "'•" ,hiJ U"--d for milit.u; <1pcr.1111111' On 21 lull·. mnc 
Liberator.. trom 2~ Squadron used Eunoulh a' tht> b.1w lor 'tnl..t.., em 
Stomarang, j,l\ ,, Durmg October, repatriah:xl I"''""''" nf wM ,1,1gt'<i 
lhmugh hmuulh One nf tht' aircrafl u...,.J fnr th" 1,,,1., "''" the Anu 
Yurk ,tlltM:dh,•d fur th4! \.L'-.C uf the Govcmor.(,encr.al. 

Mill:RUIX1ti.,Hn Ml ll.:r Airlines airc:r.1h n~""''"'''nt ... l"ommt;•nt·Lod 
lhru ug h Exmnul h d uring july 1946. An eight ,.,.h odl' wnvny dl'l'<lrlt>d lm 69 
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RAAF Base P~?arce on 15 $(,ptember 1946, marking the demise of 
76 Operational Base Unit. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
10 May 1943 
6 November 1943 
17 September 1944 
6 Augusl 1945 
12 February 1946 

- Squadron Leader C .M. Pcnnefalhcr 
-Flight Lieutenant C.W. Fletcher 
-Flight Lieutenant F.). Horwood 
- Squadron Leader D. Vincent 
-Flight Lieutenant J.E.B. Parsons 



77 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

7 June l'l~J 
28 MolY 1 'l-Ib 

CI I RONOLOGY 
r,u.,.•d ,tt t.uclc.Hord, WA 

- Umt d"l>.~nd<'<i 

NARRATIVI: 
Sergeant LO\\ c, Ctli"J>oral lloy ,md 111 .umwn .lrrl\ <'li .ll Gucldford on 
I June 1943 tu foml thl' ba'" ul n Or••r.llton.ll &~I,; nit On 5 june 1943 
Aight Lcculcn.lnl 1\ 0. furry •'"unwJ wmm.md ol the Unit which "•'> 
offioall}' fornwJ on 7 )unc I 'in. 

The main body mmcod lei '1'~1""!; •lu.ut''" .11 llmdcroon Alcnul' on 
9 June, \\'tlh the hc.1dquartc.- <'ICcupnn~ prl.'m"'"' on FaultctO} An•nul' 
on 24 June. In the m<•,lnltmt• m<•ml~.- ol tht· L net had supcr.·c-."<1 the 
remo,•al ol Cl\ ihan pi.'Nmnl'l I rom thc vccmtl) of the .wrodrome, and 
were to a"ume ""1'""-"btltl\ for th•• -.-.:urtl) nl tht• base. On 2ll June 
guard duhl"' ,11 th~ nMu\ );tlll' co1nnwnct'ti. 

A bicycle had bt>cn i,sttt•d tu tht• Umt tn ••n.1hlc p.ttrol, tn be made of 

the four and " half milc p<•rimctcr of the: olirfi,•l.l . nw i'""' nf tlw bicycle 
Wit'\ .ln intt.•nm m(',l..,Urt,~th .. • Umt ,,.,,, , ... ~Ul'\.1 wtth thrl-~ hor.;.e!->, to h~ 

used by the mobclc patrols, on I~ July II.JH. lnitiolly the horsel> were only 
used in d.tyli);ht, o' the: Ulltl mcmbo:" \Wfl' not prnfidcnl enough 
horsemen ll> Control liW otnlm,lls oil night. llll' thtl'\! hoN-:>, fnr whom 
slilbkos had lxocn provid••d, r.•mulnL-d 1111 :.tl'l'l1gth un tcl 24 M.1y 1'145, 
when they were retunwd to thl' Armv 

Mcmb<•r-. uf 151 Antl·Acr,r,lft U.1ttcry olrri,._.d at Cu tldford on 29 Julv 
t'1~3. rem.uninl\ there until 11 So:ptcmbl•r JI.J.n 

During AU);U~I. ~uilrd!'o in ... trut.:lu,lnl11 cc.:m~~ wen• commenced at 
Gwldlord. Student' were tr.ltn<.od m tlw u-c of ,m,cll .mns, undertook gas 
drills and IL>ctut<><;, fil'ld forn1o1ttnn' ,lnd phi'"< a I trammg. 

Th<> stll' at Guoldford "'" tmprnltod by lhl' m,t~ll.,tton ol bul~ petrol 
!ilnks to lht.' south ol n Opl•rattonal Ua-c Umt llc.~dqu.lrt,•r.o. ro~ds w<.•rl' 
blue mctalk>d .md po"l and r.111 and bound.lf) fi.'IIC<..,. wo:re rcpl.lc.od. 

l.odg~r unit' .11 (;ucl.lfnrd mdud<'<l 7 Cnmmunl(ahon Unit, 
10<> ftghtcr <.:ontml Umt, '\~ S<ju,odron and ll5 ~uo1dron. Dunng tho 
penod nf npcr.ltion,, thc Untl ""' U'o(od bv dignttari<.., oncludtn)\ Admiral 
Scr Bruce Fr.uc:r, L..>rd Reith, Lto:utcn.mt Gt•twr.ll \\,odcmcvcr, \laJOr 71 
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Gen.,ral llurley, Lady MountbaHen and the Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester. Some of the more interesting aircraft to land at Guildford 
wcro? York, Skymaster, Superfortress aJtd Winstol\ Churchill's personal 
Liberator, 'Commando'. S..)me of these aircraft had unusua l cargoes. On 
II December 1941, a Royal Air Force L;u,cnster departed for the Unill>d 
Kingdom. Aboard was a waJklng slick destined for Winston Churchill 
and .1 bo" of gardenias fnr Her Majesty the Queen. 

A~rcr~fl movement• were not without casualties. On 22 September 
1943, Sergeant Wolf was killed when his Boomerang crashed. On 19 April 
19~5 a USAAF Dakota, a ttempting to take off in a hc;wy mi~t. crashed 
into Goo:.cbcrry I li lt and all 13 passengers and crew were killed. 

Forty members of Qantas arrived at the base, now known as 
'Dunrcath', ill February 194(>, wlu•re Uwy remained for a period of three 
months. 

77 Operationa l Base Unit was disbanded on 28 M.1y 1946. 

5 june 19~3 
May 1945 

COMMANDING O FFICERS 
-Right Lieutenant N.O. Barry 
-Right Lieutenant E.). Colling 



78 OPERATI ONAL BASE UNIT 

I february 19+l 

18 February 1'146 

Cit RONOLOGY 
-Opt•mlron.ll lhl!><' Umt Port Ht>dland, IVA, 

rt~namt-d 71! l1Jwraloonal Ba"' Unit 
- Umt Jo..OOnJ<-d 

NARRAfiV[ 
On I Februarv l'l+l Op.•rallonal Ba...- Lnol l'<>rt I k-dland WOll> rt~namt'Cl 

78 Oper.lti<m.ll 6.1<;{' Unot, wmmandt'\l h\ Hnn~ Officer J.B. Henry. The 
Unit undertook the n.aontcna~ of tr.m., wnt An.-..>n, Lndl'Star, ~aur,,rt, 
Tiger \loth, Fo, Moth, 1\:o.-.enMn, rl<;;tr.l, c, ... ,n.l .1nd o.,l.ota aorc rall. 

Thl' penoJ from 3 to ll May "'·" an t•xccplronally bu'y perioo. On 
3 May two >quadron, or Spitfol"l' aoru.llt P"-"''\1 through, bound for 
E,mouth Gull. On the 12th, 10 lk><lmt•rang' 'tagt'Cl through, ~n route 
from Camar,un to Bmom<', .1nd 40 Spithr,-. pa""'l through the Urut on 
ll May bound from Ory..dalc Mo.,oon to E\moulh Gulf 

One of the rl.'gular \"l'llllf' to the Uml wa' a G.1nnc1 ambulance 
aircraft. On 2 July 194-l, lh" .oircr.lft dcparll'd from EJ-moulh Gu.Jf, but 
force-landed .11 North w,..,t C.1p;:. A' ,1 rt~ult, it w,,, reported m•crdue, 
and J search"'"" made for ot antltht• crc•w <;quad ron I e,1dcr Sangslcr, 
the Scnoor Mt>docal OfflcN of 4 Mc><l ocal Rt'(C"' '"ll Stallcm and the pilot 
Flying Officer Dox. 

Bcauforl aorcrafl ~>p~rated from Purl l lcdl.md on .11 lcal-l two 
occasions. During Augo.-1 1944, fiw cunvoy p.11rob were underlal<cn by 
14 Squadron Bcaufurt<, .1nd two aorcrah from 4 Scr\'occ Flymg Traoning 
School used l'orl ll<+dl.lnd '" il h.•rmin,ll ftlr a "it•ilward rt.."Connai~ncc 
nigh! on 19 rt•hru~ry l'l45. TI1i' llight "'•" In '<'.lrd1 fnr ,, <,eaman wht> 
was purporled to b!' adrift in a lifeboat, no ''Shllng> wert• made 

Two An<;<>n aorcra(l fmm ~ Communocallon Unil were bast>d .11 Port 
Hedland for lh!' p<'riCld I Aprol In ft IA'I:l'mb..or 1'145. 11w ;urcraft were 
ust'Cl lo d!'li\t•r pero,habh-. h> unob on the art•a, and ,, regular ~hedule 
was IOStlgated on 9 t\prol Tht• -cl1l-dult• "'"' to n,. to 73 Operational Base 
Umt on Sunday and W<'Clnt"oday, 328 and 129 Rad.u St.> hun;. on T\JL'»day 
and S.,lurdav, and 71> Opcrallt>n.tlll.,"-' Umt daol) Thl"><' duhe.. we~ nul 
without incidt'tll Polo! Offo~r 8 R Wol'<>n damagt-d tlw undeTCC~rriage 
and propeller of one of lhc An...c>n;. lln •1 June I<N~. wh<'n the mrcraft 73 
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crashed at 328 Radar Smtion, dnd repeated the performance at 
74 Operational Base Unit on 10 July 1945. 

Ti1e Anson w;~;, a lso used to locate a Tiger Moth, flown by Salvation 
Army Captam V. Pederson, with Mrs H~ggic and her five-year-old son as 
pas:.engcrs, on 23 October 1945. The Tiger Moth was found <Ill the bank 
of the Prine~ Regent River, and supplies were dropped. 

Unit members participated in ·~ing songs', darts, billiards and table 
tennis competition> in tlw recreation hut~, and p lay<.'<! football and cric~et 
when off duty. The weather and nature were challenges. On 3 March 
t945, a cydmw warning was given, .1nd all tcnL~ were struck and 
mowablc equipment lashl'<l down. Winds of up to 80 mph lashed the 
.JMl until 7 March. Another hardship was the flie> and spiders. Sergeant 
D.M. Doyle suffered considerable pain for two days after being b itten by 
a red back spider on 20 Mard1, emphasL~ing the n•-..'<1 to dwck Jx.duing 
before retiring at night 

On l<J September 1945, the Air Defence Headquarters at Broome wils 
disbanded, and many uf the unit> previously under its command w~rc 
lndgt>d at Port Hedland wa.ting movement wuth. Durmg December 
I'J-15, a care and maintenance party of mnc meteorologists, five s1gn•llcrs, 
t>ne DMT filter and a general hand, remained Next month, the 
demnlition ,,r the stod of bombs held by U1e Uni t was commenc-ed, and 
78 Operational Ba:>e Unit disbanded on 18 Fcbrual')' 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
I February I '144 
Aprill944 
6 june 1944 

Fcbru,ll')' 1945 
14 Deccmlx>r I '.145 

-~lying Officc·r J B. Henry 
- flying Officer J.B. West 
- Flying Officer J.B. 1-l~nry 
- Flight Lieutenant J.O. Magi.!C 
- Flying Officer j.L du Boula) 



79 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

10 April 194-l 
31 May l'l~b 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Brooml'. \\ i\ 
-final entry m Umt 1-btory Rl'Ctlrd 

NARRATIV[ 
79 Operat ional Baw Unit was fomwd at Broome, w,..,trrn Au~trali3, on 
lO April 1'144, .md f1lying Officer A.). W.1th •'-'Liml•d cumrnand on 
20 Aprtl. 

6r(l\li11C w.1~ .m ~t'livc base. On 10 May l'l+l, Spillir~.·~ lrnm '>4 (f<AF) 
and ~57 Squ.1drons Sl<lg~>d through-tO a1rcr.1fl Wl're 'turned .~round' in 
3 hours and 30 mmutes. The same squadrons st.lgl'<l through llronme, 
heading north, on 22 Mar 

Ocauflghte,..., fmm 31 Squadron undertook p.1tmls from llrrome, 
cornmencmg on 16 June 194-l. Ten aircraft had arml'li durmg the 
pre' ious day, and the deplorment ceased on 25 Junl•. llowe,·cr. 
31 Squ.1dron Ocaufighte~ operated from Bmoml' on l"i July, 12 Augu~t 
and 13 September 194-l. The deployments last,'<.l lor penods of 
approximately lO ddys, am! were not w1thout l<"'' On 21 June 194-l, 
A 19· I 55 belly· land1.'<1 on the cast-west airstrip, Jftcr the l.mdmg gear 
laillod to loci<. down. Next day the aircraft was ja<kl'<l up ,lnd tow~'<! off 
the airstrJp fur rcp.1irs. On 18 September IIJ-1-l, A lll- 163 cr.1shcd mh> the 
s~>a on tako:"()ff. 

l'atrol' by ,;- 14 Squadron Ocaufurt aircralt, .1rmc<.l with four 2.o;()-lb 
depth chargo:-, were undertaken in the period 1·1 lh 1\ugu't 1'14-l. 

Mc><quito aircraft from 87 Squadron 5taged through llroomc, Oymg 
photogr11phu: rl"Connfli~"-t"ln~ o.;orties O\'er 'dl-....hn.lth'n' unknt,wn• Two 
aircraft arfl\'<'\1 on 23 No,•embcr 194-l, and "'<"'lJUOI!> .11rao~ft ~tagl'CI 
throu~h Broome to undcrtilk(' mossoons m cr lndon'"'ol on lb and 
29 O..>ccmbo:r 1'14-1, 21 January and 28 FE>bru.uy 1'1-15 S<ju.odn.on Leadl'r 
Gray and Ayong Officer Sud low, Oying in J\52-7, \\ ,.,,, fl'ptorl,'\111\ erdue 
on thc !.otter d.ltl' On 4 March, four Mitchell aoru.oft frcom 2 Squo~dron 
arri,•ed to -c.uch lor the mossmg Mosquoto, but the -e.uch "'·" mh1bited 
by a l)'dt>nc w.1rnmg on 2 March. On 6 March, 3211 Radar Stalton 
rcporl<'\1 lh11t Gr••Y .md <;udlow had IX'm disc!W<'rt•d, .ond tlw two men 
were transpnrt<•l.l by ,11r tu Broome. 75 
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A regular visitor to Broome was Squ~dron Lci!dN Silngstcr and the 
Air Ambulance Gannet ~ircrnft. Among the more unusual nighL~ made 
fn>m Broome was that of a C-17 on 6 August 19+!, which new south with 
I(> 'Chinc;sc' crew members from a sampan which had been captured by 
members of 326 Radar Station. On 27 January 19-1.5, Captain Van Bweman 
new a Netherlands East lnd•e« Mitchell on a 14-hour mission to drup 
lcancts over East Java- the first night over the area by a Dutch aircraft 
since the Japanese lm·asion. 

During April 1945, an Anson aircraft arrived from 7 Conununication 
Unit to dch\'er fresh food to Derby, !Noonkonbah and Pori Hedland twice 
a week. 

During Ocwbcr 1945, ,,n 11 Squildron Catalina arrived from Do1rwin, 
with five prisoners of W.Jr bdng repatriated from java. On 22 October, 
a ircraft from the Unit po~ rlicipated in the search for Salvation Army 
Capt.tin Pedcrwn. 

The flnJ I entry in the Unit History 1~ecord was made on 31 MJy 1946 
though the disposal sale for the Unit was scheduled for 17 August 19-16. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
20 April 19~4 
2 November 19+! 
2 February 1945 
14 Dt.>ccmber 1945 
20 July 1'146 

- Flying OJficcr A.J. W.1tts 
- Flying Officer R. Odge.., 
-Flight Ueutenant R.A. Kent 
- FI•,::ht Lieutenant E.W. McGee 
- Flight l.lt.'utcn,ml ll~nzir 



80 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

3 July l'l+l 
19 I.X'Ccmbcr 1'1-l'i 
11 JanU.ll') 1941> 

CHRONOLOGY 
- fanned at !Nrby, W t\ 

- mm·ed to Broom(', 1\"A 
-Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
The Op..roltii!IMI Base Detachm~nt, Ot•rby, Wt•.,t!'rn Au'>tr,llia, was 
fmmed into llO Opcratiun.11 Base Uni t on ~ July 1'144 Pilot Officer 
R. Odgcr. arriwd to lake command 

11w main alliv1ty was construction. 0.50-mch U•·own1ng llloKhlne gWlS 
Wl'rl' installed o111d per<onncl trainl'<l Ill llwir U'C Other olCtivihc;. 
mdudl'<i the rl'fUl' lhng and mamtenancc of .1ira,1lt and th~ mamten,mce, 
;torage and tr,m~fer of fuel and bombs A large ']UJnlltv of fuel was 
tran.o;hipl~-.1 through l:krb) for 75 Operational IJ.l'iC Unit at 'loonlo..mbah 

Ap.ltt from the normal 'port, fishing wa.' a OlilJ!Ir tl'<:rl'olliOnoll oiChnty, 
w1th a f1,h1ng pMh often rl!tuming w1th up to 24 lb\ nl barramundJ. On 
24 December l'l+l, parhc;. "ere sent nut to hunt for turkey' for 
Christma' dmncr_ L, b1g birds were most wckonll'. 

On 19 IX>cernl>\'r 1'145, the Unit moved to Bro<lmc, We;,tcm Au.,traha, 
as a lodger unit of 79 OpcratJonal Base Unit. On II j.mu,lf\' 19·11> the Un1t 
wao; d isbandcd 

COMMAND ING OHICFRS 
3 Ju ly 19-1-l - Pilot O£ficer R. Odgcro; 
14 01. tolx•r I 'l+l - Pilot Officer P.W. liadlc~ 

77 
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82 O PERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

C H RONOLOGY 
12 September 1 9·14 -formed at 5 Personnel Depot, Suboaco, WA 

1 No,•embcr 19+1 -operational at Riverside Drive 

13 Ntwembcr 1944 - moved to Crawley Bay 
16 ju ly 1946 - Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
On 12 September 19·14, 82 Operational Base Unit was established at 
5 Personnel Depot, Subiaco. Wcstem Austra lia. When Flight lieutenant 
). Cassells assumed command of the Unit on 19 Scptcmb\'r 1944, it had a 
s trength of une officer and three other ranks. 

On 23 October, a torpedo recovery latmch, a t.l rgct launch, two work 
boats and a lugger were allocated to the Unit. On lhe 30th personnel were 
allocated from the disbanded 81 Operational Base Unit to serve with 
82 OperaHonal Base Unit. 

The Unit commenced operations from Riverside Drive on I Novl!mber 
19-14, and moved to Crawley Bay on 13 November, where it remained 
until disbandment. The Urut maintajned visiting service n ying boats and 
Qantas Catalinas, and the boats Wl!re used in torpedo recovery duties off, 
.1nd supplying Ihc radar station loca ted on, RC>ttnest Island. During 
january 1946, boats and personnel from the Unit were involved in the 
disposal o f Royal Air Force Catalina aircraft at the 'graveyard' off 
Rottnest Island. In add ition, the boats also assL~tcd wiU1 U1e disposa l of 
bombs off th~ island and du ring May 1946 the boats from 82 Operational 
Base Unit tra•wported rada r equipment and per>Onnel from Rottnest 
Is land to the mainland. 

82 Operational Base Unit was disbanded on 16 July 1946. 

COMMAN DING O FFICERS 
19 September 1944 

14 May t945 

18 Dcccmbcr 1945 
21 january 1946 

- Flight Lieutenant J. Cassells 
- Flight Lieutenant). De Castilla 
- Flight Lieutenant B.B. Moore 
-Flying Orficer K.R. Rodd 



83 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

I January 1'145 
16 March 1945 
14 Junl' 19-15 
14 July 1945 
8 Octnbl-r I '145 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Batchdnr, Nl 
- main partv arriH'\1 at Jacquonot 8.Jy 
-arrived at Morola1 
- mO\·ed to Balil..p.lp.m 
-Unit di~bandell 

N ARRATIVE 
83 Oper.llion.t i B~'c Unit was formed at Batchelor, Nurlht'rn TL'rritory, on 
I )anoMy 1 94~. On 27 January 1945 a majt>r proportion of <'<JUipmcnt wa~ 
sent by road to 0Jrw.n en route to Jacqu•not llay, New Britaon. On 
2 March 1945 ,, detachment amv<>d at Jacquon<tl Bav to ,,._,,st m camp 
preparation The rnaon part)' arm•ed on 16 \<lar<h 1<145 While the main 
party "'•" m tramtt, work on the camp 'ill' conllnul'<i, and the main 
airstrtp oprned for all .o~rcraft on 15 March 1945 On 211 March 1<145, the 
Unit tool. control of lh<• strip and on 31 !\larch 1'145 thl' ba~ wa., fully 
operallon.ll, although transit accornmoll.111on "•" hmit<>J 

On II June I <I 15, the Unit arrived at Morotao and un 14 July mov~'<l to 
Balikpapan. On 17 July, perimeter dcfcnc, ... Wl'r<' (•,tabli,h<'<i olCCnm
panil'<l by th<• r.11tlc nf small arms fire and consl.mt r.1on. 

Thl' Unit occupied il camp sile formerly used by Japanese Nava l 
I-IeadquorlcN un 18 July 1945. On 24 July, 10 japanese aircraft dropped 
28 bombs without cau,ing damagl' or casua llk.., A Spolfir.· 'hot down 
one enemy aircr.tft, which crashed into the sea adtaccnl tu thl' ~amp. 
Whole the raid wru. under way, a Japani'SC naval party lan•.IL>d within 
25 yard~ of the c,tmp. At davbreak, RAAf Jo:Uard' dc.c:o"e"">d the 
ontrudcr. an1l e•ghl Japanl'>C were Ulled with one t>r two <..,._.,,pong woth 
senou' wound~ Thl.' Jdpani'SC Wet\! carrymg dcnu>hhun chJ'l:l<.., and 
grenadco. 

In O.ttobcr l'l-l'i the Unol's personncl were poo,l<'\1 out on .:oc,'\>rd.oncc 
with <h,b.lndmmt ordcn., and the Unitllosb.1ndcd un II O..tuwr 1945. 

COMMANDING 0FFICFR 
- Flight Lieutenant D.S. A'k<•w 79 
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84 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

9 January 1945 
11 May 1945 
22 May 1945 
11 June 1'145 
29 De«!mber I 945 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Kingamy, Qld 
-d~partt>d Brisbane for Morotai 
-main party arrived at Morotai 
- tlrrivcd al L1cun:t 
- Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
84 Operational Base Umt was formed at Kb1garoy, Qut..,nsland, on 
9 j.muary 1945 to handle aviation fuel and bombs and ammunition for 
training requirement!,. TI1e first Commanding Officer was Flight 
Lieutenant R.M. McKenzie. The strength of the Unil was 12 officers and 
87 o1h~r ranks. 

On 30 Mnrch 1945, the Unit e..1uipmcnt w;b loaded for shipmen! to 
Brbbanc. TI1c Uni t departed Brisbane on 11 May 1945 on the USTS Srn 
Rn~. nrriving al Morotai on 22 Ma)' 1945. On 11 June 1945, it m<wed to 
l.lCuna and by 17 June 1945 had established a camp. 

The strength of 1he Unit was enlarged to 295 after the arrival nf 
personnel from 47 Operational 13a;c Unil on 30 Seplcmbcr 1945. 

As U1e War had ended the Unit was involved in clean-up npcralions 
and rcfuellmg of a ircraft returning to Australia. 

The Unit fmnlly disbanded on 2':1 December 1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
22 January 1945 - Flight Lieutenant R.M. McKen7ic 



85 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

8 \l,uch 1'14~ 
17 June 1'115 
16 Nm••mlwr 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at Amlx>rlt'y. Qld 
-m<wcd to Bahkpap.ln, ll<>m<'<> 
-Umt di,b.md<-..1 

NARRATIVE 
8'i Op~r.lliona l Ua~•· Unit was forme..! ,,, Amb,•rll'y, Quwn>laml, '"' 
8 March 19·15. The purposl' of the Unit"'"" the m.1intcnancc of b.1>cs used 
by 85 Wing ll~adquarten; operational unit~. rJymfl Offin•• J.K.G. Weir 
"'"' tlw temporMy Commanding Offin•r, f<>lh>w<'<i hy Pilot Officer 
A.C. Evan.' on ~I 'vt.ay 1945 

On 25 M.1y 1945, the Unit left i\mlx>rlcv l->1• roJd f<>r Winnellie. 
North.•m I crritory, tr.nl!lling through Mount ,.,,, Quwn,l.md On 7 June 
l'l45, th~ Umt arriH>d at 1\'lnnellie, befor<' emb.1rlo.mg dt Darwin for 
B.lht..p.lpan on 17Junc 19-IS. 'J'lw Unit dao;emb.lrlo.<'<l on 25Junl' 1'14'i, and 
mann•oJ th(' p.•nmeter ddcnc~ at its camp ~•le. Th•• wn,trucllon ••I the 
camp"'"' n>mplcll'<l on 31 August 1945. 

Due to the n~laon of hostilities, the Umt dad 11111 undert.>kc ats 
opcrahunal lunctoon, .md wa-. disband,oJ on 16 Nul'ember 19-15. 

COMMANDING Ori·ICER 
- Flight Lieutenant II.<. l'at••r-nn 

81 
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86 OPERATlONAL BASE UN IT 

1 June 1945 

28 April t946 

26 May t947 

Ct-1 RONOLOGY 
-9 Service Plying Training School ceased to 

hmction and 86 Operational Base Unit 
fonm~d 

-Care and Maintenance Unit Cunderdin 
established and 86 Operation;~ I Base Unit 
disb,mdcd 

-Unot disbandt-d 

N ARRATIVE 
When 9 Scrvoce Flying Traming School ceased to function at Cundcrdin, 
Western Australia, on I June 19·~5. 89 Operational Base Unit was formed. 
PcrSlmncl .md appropriate equipment were transferr~od from the fanner 
unit under the command of Squadron Leader C. D. Pal l thorpe. 

January 1946 wa.' one of the wettest expcricne<.od whilst the Air Force 
was in residence at Cundcrdin. The airstrip was flood~d and it was 
tmpossible to move off the hard standing for fear of bogging aircraft and 
motor transport. During july, cfforb were made to improve the drainage 
at the camp. A lack of manpower mad<> thes.> tasks difficult. Personnel 
from 25 Squadron, based at Cunderdin, had to be seconded to assist 
86 Operational Base Unit members with norn1a l station duties. 

On 2 April 1946, Western Area Headquarters adviS<.>d that 8(, 
Operationa l Base Unit was to be reduced and re-named Core nnd 
Maintenance Unit Cunderdin. This took place on 28 April 1946, and the 
latter unit took uvcr the fom1cr's role, with a strength of 66 airmen. 

One of the duties of the Unit was the preparahon of Tiger Moth aircraft 
for delivery to purdl<'\SCJ'S. Between 27 and 30 February 1946, se''cn 
aircraft were collectL>d by the Roynl Aero Club of Western Australia, and 
others were:- picked up by repr!'Senlative;, of .MncRobertson Miller Airline; 
and Vine Motors, Perth. 

Buildings were emptied and deant•d, with furniture and storl.'S being 
tr,msport•'<i to 10 Stores Depot. On 12 May, four civilian caretakers were 
~1kcn on the st rCnAth of l lcadqu.trtcrs Western Area, and Care and 
Maintenance Unit was dbbandcd on 2(, May 19~7. 



COMMANDING OFFICERS 
17 )un~ 1945 
22 August ICJ.I5 
20 NO\·cmbcr ICJ.IS 
Augu~t 1946 
8 October 19-16 
31 November I CJ.I6 

- Squadron Leader C D. Palltht>rpt> 
-Fl•ght Lieutenant B.T IIIII 
- Wmg Commander J 8 llamP'hm' 
-Aymg Officer A.). Collm' 
-Flight Licutcn.mt r J Nnrri" 
- Flying Officer C.R llrown 

83 
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87 OPERATION A L BASE UN IT 

I june 1945 
20 May 1946 
5 September 1947 

CH ftONOLOGY 
-fom1E.'d at Gerald ton, WA 

-re-named Care .1nd Maintenance Unit 
-Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
87 Operationa l Base Unit was form~d at Cerald tcm, Wc~tern Au~tralin, on 
I June 1945 to admin.ist~r Ceraldton !lase after the disbandment or 
4 Service Flying Trainin!\ School. Tlw first CommJndlng Orriccr was 
Flight Lieutenant H.V. Shearn. Unit strength on formation was six 
officers, one RAAF nurse, one WAAII.F officer, two airmen pilots • 
.U WAAAF. and 117 airmen. 

Th~ Unit wa;; responsible for the packing up. I'Ouching and dc;spatch 
of eqUipment and some aircraft of 4 Service Flying Training SchooL All 
equipment was lisK>d and 25 airaafl allotted wcne despatched by ferry 
pilot>. 

On 24 June 19·15, a C1vil aircraft DJ 1-86 crashed, killing the pilot 
mstanlly and badly injuring the co-piltlt. One passenger was badly 
injurl)d and the other suffered .1brasion and shoe~ . On 26 june an 
investigation board arrived to enquire into the cause of the accident . 

Instruction on .303 rifk Thomson sub-machine gtm and Bren Ught 
machine gun wa> given to alJ pcrst)n.nd at l11e Unit and completed on 
7 July 1945. On 11 September 1945, two B;,aufort aircr•ft Jrrived from 
14 Squadron to dispose of 18 500-lb bombs U1at had lx>en condemned, as 
well as thousands or rounds or .303 and .50 ammunition. 

All WAAAF pl'rsonnel were posted from the Unit from 24 December 
l9-15. The Unit ceased to exist as from 20 May 1946 and was rc-nam~'CI 
Care and Maintenance Unit Gerald ton. This uni t continued to function on 
a reducing care basis only and was disbanded'"' 5 September 1947. 

COMMANDI NG OFFICEftS 
13 July 1945 
I 0 December 19-15 
20 April !946 

-Flight Lieutenant li.V. Shearn 
-Flight Lieutenant LC. Ellers 

-Flight Lieutenant C.G. jonl'S 



88 OPERATIONAL BASE UNIT 

1 lun~ 19~5 

25 junt• 1~5 

24 july 1'145 

26 April 1'146 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at Bunda!>;,~ Qld 

- ad' ancc party of r\~th••rl.tnds r:."t lnd<es 
A<r Force personnel arri\ ,.,1 

- base hand<-tl owr 1<1th•• Dutch, 811 
Operational Ba-c Unat became lod~:cr umt 

- Unit ceased to function 

NARRATIV[ 
88 OJ'II'ratinnal B.t-c Unit was formed on I June• 1945 .11 llundabcrg, 
Qu<>en>land It wa" ~tabiL~hed to prm adc suppurt -cr. let.._ to the 
Netherland"> ~~1;1 lndce.. A1r Force, which wa> 'hllrll)· to tal.c O\'Cr the 
base. llw fir-t Comm.Jnding Officer was Squadmn I c.>d••r IJI' S. Smith. 
The <"'tabl"hmcnt 'trcngth was 116 RAAF and 17 \\ AAAF. 

On 3 July 19-15 the station facilitie.. Wl'rc an;pt...:l•'l.l by ,1 -..mor officer 
of llcadqmrter- 1'\l'l an preparation for th~ Outd1 tal..:-tl\cr. Dutch 
amo1wmcnt wllh Bundabcrg had arisen from .1 planned bu1ld -up of 
Ncth••rJ,Jnc.l<. J,ast lndws forces in Austraha lolhmmll the C<'"JIIon of the 
w.u in l'urnpc .anJ the rt.'Capturc of Dutch l'.1st lndi1•s territory. 
Sub.cqucnlly on 24 luly 1945, 88 Opcratilmal 13as.• Unit w,h ia'l!>lrtoctl>d to 
hand over llundabl'rg to the Dutch .1nd then bccunw .1 lod~cr unit only to 
provide· the fullow an~: services: communicataons, mctcoa·oltl)liCdl. Oyml' 
control and --•ir~,) f(._~Ut!. 

The ad,·antc p<>rty of Netherlands East lndws AJr rurw pcn.onnel 
amvcd by aarcraft from Canberra on 25 june 1'14~. wath the Commanding 
Officer, ~ hcullTh10t mlonel, being attached to 88 Opt•r,llaonal llaw Unil 

All Wt\At\fs were wathdrawn by 31 Jul) l'l-t5, ,md '" .Jt J() September 
RAAI· ~trl'nj\th was "x officers. 36 sergeants .1nd .>b<>\l', and 189 airmen. 

Due t<> a run-dnwn of dfort following """'lion of h<hhhta~ on 
15 Augu't 1<).J5 the Limt commcnc~<d a fi\'l'·day wurkanj; "''"'k Umt 
K<dium wa, tt•hcwd when, on 20 [)Locembcr 1945, ,, \l,lrim•r (t\71-100) of 
-10 &juadrun, Port Mor~..,by, was fnrcl>d duwn anto tlw sea ·10 mill'S 
seaward .,uuth of llundnbcrg. The air-sea r<'SCUl' I.Hnllh lnom the Unit 
parhcipntl'<.l an rt•scu" opcratums in the inclement w,•,athcr ,md towed the; 85 
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aircraft and it.s crew of six and 36 pnsscnge:rs to safety. After repair by 
Unit personnel the Mariner departed on 25 DI!Cember. 

During january 1946, the Unit repaired a Royal Navy Sea Otter 
aircraft and handled a Beaufort from 4 Cornrmrnication Unit, Archerfield, 
and Mosquito ,1ircraft from 5 Operational Training Unit 

By early March 1946 Netherlands East Indies Air Force activities were 
decreasing. On 28 March 1946, the Unit was advised by Eastern Area 
Headqu•rtcrs of its impending disbandment. On 26 April 1946, 
88 Operational Base Unit ceased to function. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
30 june 1945 -Squadron Leader D.P.S. SmiU1 
6 De<:ember 1945 -Squadron leader 16.W. Graham 



89 O PERATIONAL BASE UN lT 

15 Au~o~u't 194'i 
14 March 1'146 
18 M.mh IQ·I6 

CHRONOLOGY 
-raL'>t.'<i at Bial.., Dutch Nt•\\ (.,u.nt•a 
-mo\ed to Madang 
-Unit disbande.l 

N ARRATIVF 
89 Opcratoona l IJasc Unit was cstabhshcd Jt Ut.tk, New Cumca, on 
IS Augu>t 1945, under the control of Fligh t l wult'l1.1n t 13. Chirllan. The 
Unit provided transient accommodation-{111 1'1 Augu't 1'145, 700 
personn~l were 1\"'cn accommodation and mcaf,, and ev~ry possible 

space "''"' u'<.'<l for sll.>cpmj\ quarters. Such "''" the prto;,,urc on the 
fadlitk-. at the Un1t that driniUng watt'r had to lx• tr.lnspclrtl'<i to the 
camp. 

The Un1ted St.lll'> Au Forre adl·ised that Mol..rncr .11"tnp would cease 
to be U'l'<l by Un1ll'<i Stales units on I Scptcmber 1'145. 89 Operational 
IJa>e Unit a"um<'<l full control of Mol..mer on II! S..•ptcmbcr 1'145, taking 
O\'er the duty towl'r and operations room, dnd org.lm''"ll the rl'mo,·al of 
the signal• '>t.'Cilcm and transmitters. By the cn<l nf Augu't 1'14'i, the Umt 
compri'><'d thrt~ officers and 83 airmen. 

Lcad1ng Atrcraflman D.E. Haddow was drowned when the rubber 
dinghy in wh tch he was a passenger overturned on 2'1 Au11u't I'J.JS. 

On 2•1 September 1945, a collisi<m occurred bt•twwn ,, :\7 Squadron 
Oakot.t ,md J Kittyhawk of 120 (NEt) Squadwn ·r he tr.m,rort had 
Iandt'<! and wa> ta"iing down the a1Ntrtp wlwn lh<' Ktttyhawk 
commcnc,>J it> lJk..,-off run. TI1e transport had rwt dcJr.'tl the .:urstnp 
when th<• fi~:htcr cr.l,hl'<l into its tail. 

Ourtng thc per~od October-December 1945, thl.' UOJt h.1ndk-d 62:>7 
tr._ln .. tcnt ("CN')nnd and ov~r 2(X)() atterah mo\ cmt!nt:,. However~ on 

I Occcmber, llcadquartc,., Northern Area .1d\ l'l'<l th.>l A1r Forre 
lll'adqu,lftc" hold Jgrl't'd that 89 Operahon.ll ll.l'l' Unot w<>uld be 
w1thdra1vn from Btak. On 21 January 1'146, the Un1 t wa' mstmcted to 
cease operation;, .md Mokm<'r airfield ceased npcrat~t>n' on the 2Jrd, all 
traffiC bt>ong div<'rll'<l to the United Stall-. olirfocld .11 'i<mdn. E"cn so, 
202 ,1ircr,1(1 movcmt:n~ were recorded «t Mokm ..... r m jJnuary, and 
660 transll'nl pc,...Mncl process.."<!. 87 
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fhe strength of the Unit dropp<.od from 117 pcrsonrwl in Octob<>r 19-15 
Ul 20 in February 19-16. On 14 March, lh~ Unit was transf~rred to 
Madang, and disb<mdcd there on 18 March 1946. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
15 i\ugust 1945 - Flight Lieutenant B. ChirUan 
31 December 1945 -Flight Lieutenant N.O.W. Birt 



90 OPERATIONAL BASE UN IT 

CHRONOLOGY 
23 Jul) 19-1~ -form~'<! at Kingan•\. Qltl 
28 Nowmlx•r 19~5 -Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
Flying Offoccr C.A. Broodbent was the Ct•mmandmg Officer of 
90 Op<•r,llitliMI lla~c Unil when it w.1s fornwd at King.uny, Qut"~:ru.land, 
on 23 July 19~5. AI the end nf the month the , lrcn!(lh of th~ Unit wa~ •••w 
ornccr and 27 nthcr r.1nks. 

nw rNr party of93 Squadron dcpartt'<.l from K111!l~ruy on 31 Ju ly, and 
lht• Sll\'11)llh of the Unit incl'l'ased to twn ,,(firt·r-. and II'! a1mwn The 
add1h01MI offitw wa~ rlight Ueutcnanl 1\1 M ( ,warMgh, the Mgnals 
officer 

:-.lohh•··lhon ""'" rtocciwd on 3 September I'H'i th,tl thl' Unll would 
ceast> to funchon a' an operational base umt I ht• Umt 'trcngth "ob 

77 f'('l"'tOilm•l .lt thl' end of September 
The Umt wa' m the process of dtsbandnwnt "ht•n rhght Sergeant 

R. I lorton wa' 1-.lllt-d .ll Wooroolin, in a mntctr wh•d.: ,l(ddenl. on 
20 Octotli.•r t 9~~. Serge.ull H.ll. Chamb<;rJ,,m and I c.1dm!l A•rcr.tftmcn 
J.L. l luJ;hc, .1nd l i.J. Simmons were oldmittcd to Kin~;amy General 
llr•,pit.ll •" ,, re<,ult uf the sanw accident. l lmtun wa;. buril·d in th" 
Kingaroy War Ct•mctcry 

On 2 t Nowmbcr t945, the Equipment and l r,,n,port S..ochon was 
dl&'d, and the dbbandmcnt of 90 Opcrnhonal 13J'ot' Unit "''" c:omplcted 
on 28 NnH•mlx•r 19~'i 

COMMANDING OIIICER 
23 July 194~ -Flving Officer C.A. 8n>.1dbcnt 

89 
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3 TELECOMMUNICATION UNIT 

IS Octob<•r 1946 

1 March 1992 

Djirmnug (To l'erccivd 

CI-t RONOLOGY 
-fom1£~d about 10 k ilometres Wl>St of RAAF 

l3ase Pc!~trcc 
- Unit disbanded 

NARRATIVE 
3 Telecommunication Unit was officially formed ~t a site about 
10 kilometre'S west of RAAF Base l'earcc on IS October t946. The site, 
which was built in 1941, comprised two cement building> and a 
reinforced concrete ' igloo' st·ructure that sen•t'<l during World War II as a 
remote receiving stat·ion for Air Force Oasc Pearce. Despite a long period 
of non-usc, the facilities w~:rc in good condition. 

After training at I IMAS Hnrmnu in Canberra nnd later at the Army 
101 Wireless Regiment 3t Cabarlah in Queensland, 3 group of operators 
returned to the Unit at the end of Augus t 1946. This training was 
conducted by Chief Petty Officer Ha ll and th= cJ,~lian instructors from 
the Unitt'CI Kingdom, and was designed to famrliarise the train~'CS with 
the ~xpcrti"" to commence wa tchkecping. The first rccnrded evening 
shift occurred un 6 September 1947 and wa~ lhc prccutM)r of an>lmd-thc
clock opera tions for the n~><t 45 years. 

A group of airmen comprising 5<'rgeant Roddy, Corporals Hoddy and 
Homer with Leading Aircraftml!n Hall and Southwell were posted to 
Hong Kong for duty with 367 Signals Unit Royal Air Force on 25 October 
1949. This began a sen~ of posllngs which continut'CI for the next 
33 years. 



In ft•bruary 1951 Righi Lieutenant F.ll. Doherty led a party on 
posting to L.1buan for duty with lhe Royal Air For<c J.)(>tachmcnt Labuan 
Poshngs to L.1buan continued until 1957 whom the detachment was 
dJ.Sband<>d 

During Octoll\!r and "o'cmbcr 1953 lhi' Umt pro' llk-d pcN>nnel for 
communoc.:~hon:. support of Sir William Penn(' atomac weapon:. t...,_ts ,,, 

Woomera Knuwn ,,, lhc 'Tolcm' scrk-. of ''"'"' 11 omuln-d lhl.' detona
tion of lwo alonuc devices at sill'S norlh ,,f Wt~onwra Unot m<'mber; 
provided .air-gruund-air and teleprinlcr and IliON' \Ummumcations 
du ringllw series. 

The Unit bt•("olme involved in p<astings In Singnpor'· on 12 April 1958 
when a party of 17 members went to S..•lctar f<lr duly Jt ChaL Keng, 
~males from SeletJr. Postings to and from Singapnn.• conllnued until the 
delachmcnt closed on 25 June 1968, but ",.r,• rcsum<od in April 1971 
when ,, group of 16 perwnncl were po,led for duty with 121 Signab 
Squadron of \1 Sagnal~ R,ogomenl Austrahan Rtogular Army a:. pari ol the 
ANZUS Forcl.'c Tht-.c acti,·itics continutod until 28 fl'bruary 197-1 when 
the la't RAAf operator; were withdrawn 

Con.,truchon of,, nt.>w operation:. buoldmg wa, wmplct<-d on 26 june 
196-1 to acC<lntmod.liC all the functions pr<'\ "'"'IV conduclcd m the 
concrete bunl.cr. Thl.' building was officially wmm"""nt'<.l un 21 October 
196-1, wath opcration~ tran.~ferred on 25 Apnl 1965. 

A new combml'<l mco;s and ext~nsaon.o; to the opt•rJIIIllb building were 
formally •accepted on 23 March 1976. J.)(>molilion llf I he old mess building 
made space for a new headquarters bulldang compri~ing guard room, 
ndmini~tmtion and "'JUipmenl seclion.\. Formal olCCl'ptancc of th~ new 
heJdquurtcr- building occurred on 22 February 1'17'1. A 11l'W maintenance 
faci li ty which cen lr~liscd all maintenan~ funcll<lll' wa' c<>mpleled on 
17 <Xtolx•r 1'1113. 

Cclt'broltion' commemorating t.he Unit's ~Oth annoH•r..1ry, condu.:ted 
on 17 Oct~r 1\186, .11tracted a large numlx•r of pa't and prco-cnt 
members of the Umt. A' Jilability of scat, on o,cn ll'<' aorcrafl cn:.ured thai 
many ~)!.·nwmb\·r, rrom cC\!ottem Stat.cs were ablt~ to 4iltllnd 

At a Cl'l"\'mono.ll parade on 8 \larch 1991 al RAAr 8.1'1.' Pear~. the 
Uml was awMdcd the Covcmor·C\'ncral's Banner Th<• parade wa;; 

attended by 'omc 300 c•·Unil personnel "' well "' nMny dign itaril>s 
including lht· Chid of the Air Staff. The bann~r w," 'ub'l.'qucnlly laid-up 
in the ultcrdl•nomina lionai chapel at RAA I· Willian,_, Point Cook, on 
19 Nov<'mber I W I. 91 
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Operations ceased at 3 Telecommunication Unit on 30 November 1991 
wiUl functions continuing at a centralised communications c'l>tablishmcnt 
in C~nberr.,. 3 Telecomnlul1ication Unit was officially disband~d on 
1 March 1992. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
13 November 1946 
31 Ma)• 1'1-IS 
I Scptemlrer I ')51 
26 March 1953 
I Ncwcmber 1954 

-1 March 1957 
2..1 March 1959 
5 February 1962 
16 March 1965 
30 December 1968 
7 January 1971 
2 january 1973 
l·l januar)' 1975 
30 Jnnunry 1976 
16 DL'Ccmber 1978 

15 Dc>cember 1980 
17 January 1983 
9 January 1986 
19 December 1988 

-Flight Lieutenant Q.). Fnoter 
- Squadron Leader R.G. Walker 
-Squadron Leader G. H. Bamcs 
- Wing Commander C. E. Bcurlc 
-Wing Comm.1nder W.T. Faint 
- Wing Commander ).A. Robb 
-Wing Commander C.). Lamb 
-Wing Commander H.W Tyler 
- Wing Commander J.W. Stanfield 
-Wing Commander B.j. Ryan 
- Wing Commander R.N. lkll 
-Wing Co11mmnder P.R. Coleman 
-WinA Commander R.F. Brandli 
- Wing Commander ).M. Noble 
-Wing Commander P.R. Sikock 
-Wing Commander ).B. Aspinall 
-Wing Commander T.C. Douglas 
-Wing Conml.lndcr D.B. Sml'<llcy 
-Wing Conm>ander G . Barttell 



11 TE LECOMMUN ICATION UN IT 

CHRONOLOGY 
I Augu't 1945 -<Ommenced opcrahl>n' on \olorot.u 
30 Nm·cmb<•r 1945 -Un1t disb.md<'<i 

NARRATIVE 
11 Tck'Cornmunic;Jtiun Unit comnwnc,,J ur•·rJtUIIh olt Morntai nn 
I August 1 114~ with Squadron Leader <....C. l)ouj;la' ,,, Cummandmg 
Officer. Tlw Unfl took over the following wird"'' lransmitling 
(wirck•s,/h'lt•gmph) circuit": Dupl"x 11 Croup 'I \'I U and AFIIQ Tel U. 
Dupk•\ 11 Croup 1 elecommunicotion Unit .md 1'1r>ot Air Force 
TclecommunJc.ltlon Uml (Labuan), lleradltl W.Jtch, 11 / 1 D/ 1· Station, 
He.wy Bl>mber Watch and the followmg tclNYJ"' circuit" 13 t\Jr Fmce 
Teleswitdl, SO Wmg lleadquartt>r5, 82 Wing lll'.1dquart<'l' .md <\D RAAF 
CummuniCOltlon~ 

TI1e Un•t "'•" dL-bandL-d on 30 o•·embo!r 194~ 

COMMANDING 0FFICCRS 
I Au);t"t t<).j<; -Squad ron U!adcr C.C l:l.>ugl.,, 
19 NmcmbN l94S -Squadron Leader R.R. l'urdw 

93 
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14 WI R_E LESS TRAN SM ITT I NG 
STATION 

CH R.ONOLOGY 
-1 M<>rch 1'144 - formed ~t Kiriwina 
30 September 1944 -Station disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
14 Wireless T~ansmitting Station was formed at KJriwina on 4 March 
1944. The first Commanding Officer was Flight Lieutenant E. l'tolomey. 
11wrc was an l'Stablishment of 100 pcrst>nnel. The unlt then left for Milne 
Bay aboard the US Mnrcu, Only. From there personnel went on to stand 
off Fir\SChhafen where they joined a convoy bound for Los Ncgros. 
During the sea voy~gc, tracer gun fire was observed passing the southern 
~nd of Los Negros. After arrival a t the camp site, communications were 
set up in a tent wrlh accommodation for both si~,rnals and cyphcr 
persorml.'l. Considerable trouble was experienced in keeping the batteries 
up to charge. The only s tationery availabh• for sending mtos:;nglos wa; 
Jopanese paper which had been captured. 

On 22 March, n proper c;rmp site wa$ dcarL'<I and unit buildings were 
ert'Ctcd. Line;, were opened with Goodenough Island. Watchl>s with 
Nadzab Wireless Transmitting Station and weather circuits were opened 
on 2 Apnl 19-14. Dunng this time 25 per cent of Station pcrsonn~l were 
hospitalised with dengue fever and dysentery. Communications were 
c,Jrril-d on S.ltisfactorily but under grea t difficulty. 

On 13 April the advance party o( the newly constituted 113th Air Task 
Force arrived from the Sou th Pacific Forces to eontluct operations under 
the control of the 5th Air Force. 

RAA F signals omcers were c;r llcd to a conference and it was soon 
rcalisL'CI that lh" communications were to be left to the RAAF as the 
Americans had no ground equipment. 1l1c Station played a great part 
achieving remarkable results working with aircrnft of the United States 
13th Tnsk Force. ThL-sc arrcraft were on strike missions and often 
<'ncountercd considerable enemy opposition which resulted in the 
Liberator fnm1ations being broken up .1nd aircraft forced off course. 
Bearings were giVen via ~ignals thus bringing all aircraft back safely to 



baS<'. The St.,tion maintain~'<! a high ;,t,mdard throughout thl'St' 
opcratioru. On 14 }uM I 'lol-l the Commanding Officer rl'<'eived a lett~r of 
commcndatum ");nl'<l b)' the Commanding Cl'm•ral of thl' 13th Bomber 
Command and 13th Air Task fotn' expreo;"ng appr..'CMloun of the 
servio.>s rend,•rl>d h}' I.J Wireless Tr.tn,mothng St.1hon. 13th Bomber 
Command 'llb.l'<JUl'nUy opened its own communocahnn;, network and 
handled ot' own traffic. 

Pc"lmnd w,;>r,· very keen in tht•lf 'porting achvito<'S and football 
match,-. wen~ played with adjac~nt unit;,. On li S..•pt<·m~r 1'1-t.J a bnef 
VISit w.o~ made to the urut bv the Chocf Sol\n,ob Officer Northern 
Command. On his instn•ctions modification' w••rt• rn.odc l(l buildings in 
order that 1'1 Wircll., Tram;mitting Station cou ld lx• dbbantk>d and 
amalgamated with 114 Mobile Control and Rt•pclftmg Unot. On 
28 St!ptcmbcr 19-H all ••gnats responsibihty of thi' unit lraru.Jcrred to 
II.J Mobile.• (.'ontnll and Reporting Unit . 11w unot wa' di,banded on 
30 St!ptcmb('r I 'lol-l 

COMMANDING OHICFRS 
7 March I'I.J-1 
10 July 19-H 

-A•ght Lieutenant £ Ptulumc) 
- Flight Lieutenant W I ll••onnch 
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1'147 

l'l'i() 

I'I'H 

Ill 'ill 

1%5 

1%/l 
1%'1 

% 

AI R TRAINING CORPS 

CHRONOLOGY 
- A or Training Corp> (A fC) fnrml'd with 

Dor{'Cioral~ at RAAF I btdqu.Jrtcr~ 
\<lclbounw and r.Jdt•t 1\'lllj;' -...•t up 10 each 
of the <i' Stat,.., 

- wing.' dl-b.mdl'<l 
-ATC rL..,lructur.-d '"th ,, ..quad ron 10 each 

State 
-re•·i!ie<! syllabu' lntrcxlun'<llnr ,, 

pt!acctiml• tramang rnl1..• 
- North Quc;m,land Squ.Jdrl>lll..,labh~hcd; 

Sta te Commnnd.mt' .1ppomtcd 111 all sc• en 
squadrons 

-RAAF flying "hoJnr,hip> lnlroduc<od: 
Cadet Pllol Officer r,Jnk inlroduced; 
41crornodclling bocamt• ,, rcguiJr ncllvity; 
Cadcl Forces Ml'dal,..;i,lblbhl'<l 

- ATC cadets cnmnl cnc • .tJ cxch.tngc ';,;,, 
with Britbh A TC 

-Cadet Und~r Off1< ••r r.1nl.. rcpl.•n'<i Cadet 
l'ilot Oft1ccr 

- ATC officers J>l'rmllll'<i tu .l<nlmpam 
cadets on annu.tl c"h•JOj;~ , . .,.1b w1th the 
Malayoian A I<.. 

~liding Lnlrod '"'"I 
- ATC ent••rcd lnt••m.llumlll Aor Cadet 

exchange VISit< with tlw USA CIVIl 
Air Patrol 



1970 

t9n 
1975 

1976 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1987 

1989 

19'10 

199 1 
1992 

1993 

-cxchang~ \'i~ib comm~nn<d with New 
Zealand ATC 

- ATC abbre,•iahon changt<d to AIRTC 
-Government annount<<d <llXI-'On to 

discontinue cadt•t tramm~: 
-disbandment of the Co'l" ,u,pt'ndt<d 

under new Con~mmt:nl 
-Cadet Foret'S Rcgul.11111n' go~~t•llt-d "hich 

reformed the AIRTC undt•r ren~d >ystem 
of control and wnd 1 ll<lll' 

-Cadets changL'<l lmm 11lu 'tylc d.trl.. blue 
and drab uniform• 111 albc,.,,on> blue-grey 
uniform 

- fl!male officer. .1nd .n,tructor- appointl"<< 
to the Co'l'' 

-fi,..;t female cadet- cnrolll<d '" th~ Corp,., 
first edition of the AlRTC \lanu.ll t•f 
Management ,s,ued 

- parachute trammg mtrodu,,.,t bv 
Queensland Squad ron 

- inaugural award of the A1r ~OfCI! Trophy 
to the most efficient A I R I'( 'Kjuad ron 

- AIRTC National Council,..,t,lbh,ht'll to 
guide thl! f\lture d,•wlopnwnt of the Corp;. 

- AlRTC celebrated 1ts 50th .1nn•wrsory 
-Aline regional councils formed m each 

State 
-eighth AIRlC squadron lornwd m the 

Northem Territory 

NARRATIVE 
Min"tcnal .1ppmval for the formation of the ·\•r T r.umng Co'l" (ATC) 
wa• 8'"'" on 211 Apnl 19-11. The onginal purptN' of the Arc was to 
pro\'ldc pr<'-<'ntry tra•rung for boys aged 16 to IS yc.1" who d<-.tred to 
SCf\C in the !{oval Au~tralinn Air Force (RAAf) 

W!wn Au,trah,, ~nt~l\.'<i World War II, v,,_l num""" of nircrew 
.tpplicants were rt'<)U irCd for recruitment .1nd traming. l·rom 1940, 
su1tabl!' voltllltl't'rS wen: placed on an A1rcrcw RcSl'f\'C liNt and asked to 97 
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complete a series o! 2·1 h•toriallcssons in mathematics and phy~ics while 
they awa ited call-up for enlistment. tb lhe task of administ~ring these 
lessons grew, the value of instituting a n~tional a1r cadet corps was 
realised. 

In Britain the Air Defence Cadet Corps set up in 1938 was r~>constituled 
as lh~ AJr Training Corps in February 19·11 and Jed to the establishment 
of simi lar i\TC el!!lllcnts in Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Ln 
Australia, the Directorate of Air Trni.ning Corps wns approved by War 
Cabinet on 11 june 19~1 and Group Captain W.A. Robertson was 
appointed as lhl' first Director. 

TI1e Corps was divided into six wings-one in each State. Each wing 
comprised a number of squadrons and flights bao;cd at metropolitan and 
country centres. 

As an integral pari of thC' Ri\AF Reserve, the ATC was supported by a 
~mall cadre of RAAF personnel bu t staffed mainly by civilian instructors 
and officers of lhe Citizen Air Force Reserve on voluntary, unpaid, part
time duly. Cadets wore a RAAF pall~rn uniform with A TC insignia. 

The two-year traming syllabus began with lectures m mathematics, 
science, akcrafl recognition, sen•ict! knowledge, morse code and general 
technical knowledge. Cadets wishing to join as RAAF aircrcw studied 
navigation, meteorology, theory of Oight, armaments und anll·gas 
proccdun>s, while ground crew cadets specia lised in general aircraft 
sh.1dies and trade theory. These subjccl!> were cover~'(! during two parade 
nights each week with drill and physical training programs on one 
Saturday afternoon each fortmght. Correspondence courses were 
availnble lo C(ldCtS in remote arct1s. Graduates w('rc ISsued with a 
Proficiency Certifica te which was, in effect, a ready passport for c11try to 
I he RAAF when cadets reached I 8 years of age. 

After Wing Commander R.R. Radford, MM, took over as Director in 
1943, the Corp> reached a peak strength of 13 000 cad~b. 1400 Reserve 
officers and 2000 civilian instructors, spread across 395 training uniL• 
I hrou11hout Australia. By August 1945, 12 000 A TC cadets had entered 
the wartime RAAF, of which 7000 trained as aircrew. 

In the period November-December 1945, the six wings were 
disbande-d and the Corps was re-organised on t11c basis of a s..1uadnm u1 
each State. ln capital cities, the six squadron headquarters were staffed by 
l'crmancnl Air Force personnel headed by il Commanding Officer of 
fhght lieuh~nanl, a11d taler squadron leader. rank. 



Cadt·t~ frnm 14 to t8 years of ag~ altended weekly par.•dc:., annu.•l 
camps and bl\·ouac. manned by paid RAAF Rc:.crve nfficcr.. and a1rmen. 
Between Man:h t945 and July t950 honorary commandants were 
appointed a~ patro~ and senior officers of <>ach o;quadrCin 

The peacehm~ ATC refocussed 1b a1m., on gt·n~r.tt ynuth traming 
with l<">s IU!hnn m .1cadenuc subroxh In 19·19 cadet promot1C1n courses 
commenced 01t RAAF bases for cadets ao,p•rmg to r-.;co rani.. In the 
fnllowmg yt•ar, th~ f•n.t cadet pilot uffict•ro, w,•rc appointlod .1nd the 
RAAF-!>pnn'>OI'l'<l flying scholarship schenw w.1s IOtroduclod to train 
sck'Ctcd c.ldct> to unrestncted pilot licence .,t,lndo~rd. 

On 3 MMch 1950, a seventh ATC squ.odron wa• forrn~d for North 
Quccnsl,uld, controll~d by a headquartl'r> .11 l'nwn.willt• During the 
1950s each squ.1dron grew m strength and th~ numlx•r c>f nighls doubled. 
lnter·>quadron compelltions and activili<"' LXO<:.lnW popular and from 
t954 a c.1dd \i<.il program was initiat.od wllh tht• llnti'>h ATC In J<J<;9 
Cadet Pilot Off1ccr rank was replaced b)• Cadet Under Off1ccr. 

Throughout thl' l'l60s S(!Yl'ral ATC flight., wert• .Kcommodated in new 
fadhht><; ur upgr.ldlod premi"CS. From t%5 ATC ,t.lff were 111\lted to 
escort (<!dt'b on l'~ch•mgc \'isils With tht' Malay-•an "rc .md sliding 
became ,,n appro\'ed A TC activity in 1968. In tcmallonal e~change v•s•ts 
were undcrtakl!n w1th the United Stall'S Civol /\11' 1'.1trolm 1%<1 and thi! 
New Zc,,l,,nJ 1\ I C in 1970. 

In t9n the A1r rraming Corp~ abbre,•iation 'ATC' "''''changed to 
'AIRTC' to oWu1d long·standing confusion with Air Tr.1ffi< Control. 

A.,. part of,, major re-organisation t1f the CNfcncc i'(lrr~, ,, UL'Cbion was 
made in 1975 by the Government to clu:.c Jown C<ldcl tr.•ining. This 
doxision "'''~ 'ub.,.cqucnlly reversed by the n•ow l.cw<•mment when, 
under the Cadt'l For~cs R~gulations of t977, till' /\II' 1 r.Hning Corps was 
l'(~r.lio,Lxl •" an cl•·nwnt of the Au,trali.ln S.:n in., Cadet Scheme. 
Tlochmcally, tlw new AIRTC was esrnblishL-d on 2<1 july ICI77 hy the Air 
roru A,,.,,,,,..,, Art lNo. 138l 1976. 

AIRTC offowro, and mstructors were appomtl'<l '" cl\·1han cmplop~ 
of th<• D.opartm,•nt of O.,f;mcc with rani. rangmg frnm Alrt:r.1ftm.1n 
(AIRTC) to W1ng Commander (AIRTC). The RAAf Chol'f uf the A or Staff 
(CAS) conlmt l<od the Corps through "" d<•kogalt•, the DII'L'Ctor of 
Pcr~onm.ll Sci'\ ICt~A at Air Force 0(fice and to,4.•vcn rl•g10nal liaison 
officer... l'ach o,quadmn was command,od by " Wi111;; Cornmandc·r 
(AIRTC) Rcgoon.11 Commandant, retitled in 1'181 '" Cnmm.mdmg Officer. 
Cadet ugc> were broo~dened from 13 to 20 }'<'<Irs. RAAF mmmotmenls to 99 
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the AIRTC were limited financially to the provision of uniforms,~ se1•en
day annual camp for each member, a parade attendance allowance for 
s taff. and maintenance of facilities u~-d by AIRTC flights prior to 1976. 

From Junt.' 1980, cadets were progressively re-;.'quipped with the 
RAA F all-seasons uniform. On 12 October 198t RAAF management of 
the NRTC was passed to the Director of RI'SCrvcs-Atr Force and later in 
the decade to the Director of Reserve Personnel and Cadets-Air Force. 
ihc fir..t fema le ufficcrs and instructor.. were appuint~>d to the C<>rps in 
1981, prior to the admission of female c,1dcts in 1982. 

During the early 1980s. a nationol executive of senior AIRTC officers 
wa< appointed t~l c<K>rdinatc Corps activities and help formulate r\IRTC 
policy. From 1990 this was substituted by senior RAAF, AIRTC and 
communtty representation on the AIRTC Nationnl Council and several 
AllnC regional councils. 

In April 1991, 50 year.. of AIRTC scr~•ice was rL>cognised by the CAS 
when he prcscntl-d the Corps with its own banner at ~ SpL>cial Canberra 
par~dc attcndl-d by cadets from every AIRTC flight in Australia. A 
further milestone (lCCurr~-d on I January t993 when ,1n eigh th AIRTC 
squadron was formed in the Northern Territory with rlights at Dan¥in 
and Tindal. 

The official c~tablishment for the Air Training Corps as at July 1993 
wa~ 7060 cadt!ls and 8-10 staff. 

Bl BLIOGRAPHY 
Videon, B.J .• Tin· Frr-1 Frfly Yr-m~. Luth""'n Publi>hing !lou""• 1'1<11. 



AIR TRANSPORTABLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS UN IT 

20 ~ph.'mk•r 1%5 
10 1\:tl\cm!xor 19n 

~ptcm!xor 1'1')0 

4 M.1y 1992 

Nowmber 1994 

Ad roll 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at RAAF B.l'o(' Rl<hmond, 1\:'>W 
-deployed to Papual\1.'\\ Gumc.lto pmndc 

communication' to famml' rt•lwf 
operations 

-deployed to D.mvm to prov1dc tcmpor<~ry 
communication~ and no' t);ahon a1d' .tftcr 
Cyclone 'Tracy' 

-deployed to Phillip l~land to prtl\'ide 
communications at motorcydc wand pnx 

-provided manning to Unlt,•<l N.1lion' 
peacekeeping in Cnmbodl.l 

-based at Richmond, NSW 

NARRATIVE 
Air Tran,portabl01 1 dl..:Ommunication~ Umt "'"' fom~<'<l at RAAf Base 
RJchmond, 'l'\\ South Wales, on 20 ~ptcm!xor 1%5. llw Ln•t ', origmal 
role was to prtl\ 1dc a Mmplc field commumc.llions c\'ntrt• 

The Umt contmul'<l to expand and be mvo!vcd '" A or Force cxcrclSeS 
until 14 jun01 1967, when, during flood relief oper.lliOn,, mnorthl'm New 
South Wales, the Unit was ol5kcd to prm••dc CCllllllllllliC.:Ihon~ 'up port to 
c1v1l ·'11'-'"C'-'S· Th!!> support has continued .1nu h.1s been utilised 
repea tedly 1n C1vil emergencies. The Unit has al>o<l prov1dcd support to 
fnminl' r<•licf upcmtions in Papua New C uinl'n, bu~hflrc and flooding 101 
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support within Australia and after cyclone devastation in the Solomon 
Islands and Tonga. On 25 December 1974 tl1e Unit was one of tiH! first 
into Oam•in to provide temporary communications and na\•igation 
system support after tile devastation of Cyclone 'Tracy'. This support 
continued until June 1975 when normal communications had been rc
cst,lblishcd and maintained. 

The Unit's role has continually expanded until today, and i> now to 
provide tactical and temporary communication-electronic fanlitics in 
support of single, joint nnd combined serv·ice exercises. Whenever 
clements of tile RAAF deploy, the Unit is generally responsible for 
satisfying their commtm•cation requirements. 

Contingency plans have been developed for aid to the civil com· 
munity in times of bush fire'S in til~ Blue Mountains during the summer 
montlls. The Unit also holds replacement navigation aids and commu
nication installations which may be used to replace facilities at fixed 
basc>s which may requiro:> work or become unserviceable. In tile case of 
redeployment airfields, Air Transportable Telecommunications Unit has 
the ability to move to an alternate point of entry or a tactical airfield to 
establish and maintain communication-electronk facilities. 

The Unit has been involved in over 650 exercises in its history, 
including every 'Kangaroo' and 'Pitch Black' exercise conducted. In order 
to provide such " wide range of support, tile Unit needs to be versatile 
and to stock an extensive range of navigation aid>, and prL'Cision 
approach and surveillance radars for air traffic control; and to use telex 
nr\d facslmilc, air-grow'd~1ir voice communiCi'ltions, telephone switch
boards and a variety of radins to support airborne, land or seagoing 
operations. The Unit also provides a section which monitors RAAF 
commw1ications to ensure correct procedures are beil1g followed. 

Since inception tile Unit has grown to over 120 permanent personnel 
and increas<.'S in size to meet operational requirements by tl1e attachment 
of staff from other unlt~ as neces.o;ary. Seldom doe> a month go by 
without personnel and equipment being deployed on an exerc•sc 
somewhere in the country, cither as a Unh detachment or as cadre 
clement. They have also provided commwlications support to exercises 
held in New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Sou th Pacific Island~. 
Malaysia, Antacctica and Thailand. A fairly heavy training ct\mmitment 
is <1lso part of the Unit's responsibility. Courses conducted for its 
members range from a tactical commw1ications course U1rough to 
technical courses on >pL>cific equipment maintenance aclivit;es. 



As ll'•:hnoh~) ••xpands, Air Transportabk• Tei•'COmmuntcoltioru. Unit 
keep~ in 'tl'p, providmg units of the RAAP wilh the latt!l.t facihhes 
avaal.1ble to the Au,trollian Defence Force and the C'J'\'rl'"" to run thl'm. 

COMMANDING 0FIICLRS 
t5 Novcm~r 1%5 
22 Janu.ary 1'168 
22 IA'<:l'lll~r 1970 
& janu~ry 1972 
'} july 1975 
12 Augu>l IIJ75 
20 December 1977 
7 Octo~r I'JRO 
15 Janu.lry 1982 
10 Januar) 1'184 
20 January t987 
17 )anu.ll) I'IS'I 
18 )dnu,lry 1991 
9 lK«:t.>mbl•r 1993 

- Squadron U>adcr CR. \ldxm.altl 
-Squildron L&luer M Colhn' 
- Squadron Leader D.A. IIJbt!r 
- Squadron Leader I P. I lughc' 
-Flight Lieutenant R. r llobkcn 
- Squadron Ll•ndcr 11. Wl ll a.am 
-Squadron Leader I.T. I nttcr 
- Squadron U>adcr R.F Usher 
- Squadron U>adcr W I~ l.ynch 
-Squadron Leader B.K Jord,an 
- Squadron U>ader R.M. Porll•r 
- Squadron Lcader R.J Derlagcn 
-Squadron Leader O.J Wu't 
-Squadron Leader N &mc\du 
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BI RDUM 
TELECOMMUNICATION UNIT 

1 'i July 1944 

II Augu>t 19-14 
I Febn1ary 1945 

1 March 19~5 

30 November 1945 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed at Birdum, NT, as 9 Wirclt·ss 

Tcleflraph Statit>n 
- re-named Uirdum W /T Stati<ln 
- re·named Bi.rdum Telecommunication 

Unit 
- H/F- D/F Station at Corrie Strip 

commenced operating 
- lASt entry in Unit History R~cord 

NARRATIVE 
Birdum Telecommunication Unit was formed on 15 July 1944 at Birdum, 
Northcm Territory. The original formation was th,lt of BirdLUn WIT 
(Wirckoss/Teh:graph) Detachment of 11 Signals Unit, formed into 
'J W/ TStahon, whkh becilme Birdum W/T Station on t I August 1944; 
on 1 Febnoarv 1945 il was re-namL'<I Birdum Telecommunication Unit. 

1 he Unit opcraled effectively in the isolated tropic.11 environn1cnl 
with long hours of >hift work involved. The Welf,o~ Committee's work 
in kl'Cping morale hogh contributed enormously to this success. The 
Wellton: Committee organosed such activihcs as tennis, lootba ll, billiards, 
euch"', music, ba,ketball, gardening, discussion 1\fllllp$, conmnmity 
singing and a gymnasium. 

The Unit also performed ots normal telecommunicalion role and on 
1 March 1 9~5 the H/F-0/FSt<otion a t Corrie Strip commenced operating. 
The Unit continued to operate till after the War and was ,ciJI operatiunal 
nn 30 Nm•cmbcr 1945. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
15 July 19+1 
21! June 1945 

-Flying Officer R.T Hughe> 
-Squod ron Leader A. Crudginglon 



BRISBANE 
T ELECOMMUN ICATION UNIT 

CHRONOLOGY 
15 May l<l~2 -formed a~ Bri,b.1nl' Ward'"' Tr,m,mllhng 

Station 
Januar~ l'l~c; -re-name..:! Br1Sb.1nc Tck'CummuniCJIIOn 

Unit 
26 Scptcmlwr l<l~6 -Unit di~bnnd<.><l 

NARRATIVE 
Bri,banc Wm•k"'' Transm1tting Stahon "''" fnrm<><l on 15 M.•y 1942 
under the command of riving Officer I line .md t>ecupil'<l Rdd I louse, 
Edward Strc...,t, Bn-.hanc. The followmg wirclt"'' lrdn'nlltlmg .. rcuil!
werc m operatum: \ldboume Wirck~ Traru.m•thn~ Statu>n, Port 
1\tor,-.bv and Ll•tcm Area The followm~ h.'l<•pnntt•r Clr<UIL' were m 
Op<'ratiun J\rchl'rfidd, S.mdgate, Ambcrlc)·. ~ Stor<-. Di.-pot. Towru.villc, 
E.1,tcm Area. CrO, USS Griffm and Ba.c 51.-chun 3 t;S,\SOS. 

In J.u•uary 19.15 the Unit changoo 1h n.1m•• tu Bn,banc 
1d<'<.'OmrnuniC.Ition Unit und on 13 lA«."Cmb<.<r l'l·l'i th<• Umt rnnH'<l to 
Victori.l Pari... On 4 June 19-M> the dbb.1ndnwnl nl ({\'mut<' Rl'Ct••vmg 
S t.1tiun, Zillnwn•, ullmncntx>d dlld wa" cumpll•tcd nn 4 Scptcmb<.<r 1946. 
The Unit w.h disbanded on 26 September 1946. 

COMMANDING 0HICI RS 
15 M.1y 1'112 

10 July 1'142 
2 S..•ph.'mbc.•r 19~2 
12 O.:tt.lbc..-r 1'143 
H lA'<<'mbc.•r 19-l3 
I-I June 1<14.( 
21\ September 19.1-1 
13 O..'Ccmbc.•r 19~5 
17 June 19 lb 

-Flying O{ficer I hnl' 
-Flying Officer ll.1lnwr 

-Pilot Officer A E\ ""' 
-Flight Lieuten.1nt R. T r,l\ , • ._ 
-Pilot Officer J.W S..•\tc>n 
-Flight Licutl'flant K J \l.1r11n 
-Squadron LeaderS C. E<lw.ud' 
-Squadron Leader A.L "·•llbnd);~ 
-S..1uadron Leader J\ Cru<i);lll);lun 
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FlRST TACTICAL AIR FORCE 
TELECOMMUNICATION UNIT 

27 March 1945 
July 1945 
10 December 1945 
15 July 19-16 

CH R.ONOLOGY 
-formed on Morotai 
- moved to Labuan 
- moved to Victoria Barracks, Brisb<mc, Qld 
-Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
The Ar;t Tactica l Air Force Tcll'COmmunica tion Unit was formed at 
Morotai on 27M" rch I \145 under the direction of First Tactica I J~AAF. The 
stren~;th of the Unit on formation was Flight Lieutenant W.C. Ca tes and 
five airmen. 

llw Unit sent .1 detachmen t to Tawitawi on 14 May 194~ by air and 
moved itself to labuan by " " in July 1945. In November 194·5 the Unit 
underwen t rc>duclions in preparation for a move to Brisbane which 
occurred on 10 December 19-Ci. AI Victoria Barracks, Brisbane, the Unit 
had been reduced to a nucleus and awaited instructions as to its fu ture 
role. Eventually, on 15 Ju ly 1946, the Unit disbanded. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
27 April 1945 
1 September 19-15 
24 May 1946 

-Flight Lieutenant W.C. Ga tes 
-Squadron Leader J.R. Curtain 
-Squadron Leader A. Crudgingtun 



GAWLER 
TELECOMMUNICATION UNIT 

10 February 1'1-l2 

I February 19~5 
31 May 1946 

CHRONOLOGY 
-commenced as Adel,,u.lc W.r,•k.._, 

Transmitting Station 
- re-named Gawk•r Td<'CommunJCJtion Umt 
-Untt disbanded 

NARRATIVF 
On 10 Ft•bruary 1\142 Sergeant K.J. M.1rtin of th<• Dirtoctorate of Signals 
Melbourne was attached to 4 Embarkahon Dqx>t for the puf'JXl'SC of 
~uperv1sing thl' erection of station bUildings and in<,lalliJtion of 
L'qUipml'nt The 'tation comnll'nced to funcbon on 16 \larch 1'1-12 with 
Sergeant KJ Martm m charge. 

In Septcmb.!r 1943 a detachment was sent to Gawlcr Stnp and on 
1 February 1'1-15 the Unit changed iiS name to Gawlcr Tcl<>commumcation 
Unit. On 23 June 1'1-15 the first Qantas L.mcastrian olircrafl l.lndL>d on the 
Unit's strip en route to London. On the followmg day the fi~t RAF 
Transport Command B-2-1 staged through the Unlt <.'n route to England, 
over the following months the Unit saw many L•lwratnr' arrh•c dnd 
depart en route for Darwm or for Southern Arl'a. On II Octo~r 1945 one 
RAAF Llbi'r,>tor from D.1rwin carrying POWs of vMious ~rvices landed 
and refuelled en route to Laverton. On 9 October t945 a UmtL-d States Air 
Force Supcrfortr<·s~ landed in support of the Pourth Victory Loan 
fundra•slng. 

On 5 April 1946 the disbandment of Umt eqUipment proceeded m 
accordanre with mstructions from Hmdquarte,.., Soulh<•rn Area. Over the 
month the Unit "''"' a reduction in personnel ,md <'qUiprncnt and on 
31 May 1946 a ~•gn.>l was .cnt to Headquarters South~rn Area that the 
Urut had d>Sbandlod 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
10 FcbruMy 1942 
2 5<'ph!ll1bcr t9-12 
1 Oct(lbcr 19~2 

-Sergeant K.J. Martin 
- Flying Officer R.R.W. R•dgcw.•y 
-FUght LieuiQn;,nt K.J. MO!rtin 107 
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27 St•pt<•ml>cr 19H 
I March lq+J 
2 ) .111 u.uy 194 'i 
2'1 MJrch 194'i 
J Janu.tl'\ I Q4(> 

- Flight ueuten.mt ) I G.tlbr,tith 
-Flight Lieutcn.tnl I A c.;c><>drich 
- Flight Lot•uten.mt k B.tlmt•r 
-Squadron Le.tdcr 'i.l B.lln 
- Squadron Leatkr F \\' R<>bclhard 



MELBOURNE 
TELECOMMUNICATION UN IT 

31 j,tnu.uy l\176 

CI IRONOLOGY 
-fonnt.'<l "-' Mdbounw Wort'lt."'' 

Transmitting Station, \1db<1uml' 
-moved to Frognall, Mont All>crt Rood. 

Canterbury, Mellx>umc 

-rt.~namt.'CI RAAF HQ Tck'CI\mmunoc.liiOn 
llnot 

- f'\. ..... nan1f..-d ~ldboume T-..·h."<·nmmun•l~ltlon 
Unit 

-Unit dbbanded 

NARRATIV~ 
Mclbourow W /T (Woreless/Telegraph) Station was formed ,, t Victoria 
Barrack,., Mclboume, on 23 February 1~2 and rompro'ol.-d thl' followmg 
Sfflu1o~·;: lll'adqoMrlt.%, Signals Cypher, I Transmotllni; 5t.otion I.." l'rlon, 
2 Au.,hol!) Tran,nuttong Station Point Cool.., Rcmntt.• Rt.'C\'1\ Ill); Centre 
Mont P.ul.. and Remote Rect!iving Centre Werrobt.>c. Squ.1dron Lc.1dcr 
A CA McBru.lc was th<> Commandtng Offocer 

\VAt\t\1 pt.'N>nnd \\l'rc employ<'<~ in heu of Rt\AI pt.'Nmncl up to a 
prcscnt>cd hmot Pnnr to fom1ation of Melbourne Wirck..,, fran>orutting 
St.>hon ot '' '" known as HQ Wireless Transnuthng Station, a <;<.'Ction of 
Air hlrC<' llt.•.ld<JUJrll'rs, Dir.'Ciorate of Sign.> b. AI mmml•nt.-emt.•nt of the 
Unit tht.• folluwmg wirdt.•ss telegraph circu its wCrl' wnrkt.•d: Air Ministry, 
Singnpor(', Nt•w /..<.)..sl.1nd, Vancouver, 13'\lndot•ng, Oc1rwin, Pt!~.trce, 109 
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Towns,·illc, Brisbane, Sydney, Richmond, Nabiac, Rathmines, William
town, Nowra, Canberra, Adelaide and Bankstown. The following tclc
pnntcr circuits were worked: Headquarters Point Cook, Headquarters 
Laverton, era. 1 Transport Group. Officer-In-Charge Records, 1-Jead
quMtcrs Ascot Vale, l Stores Depot, Weather Bureau, North-Eastern Area 
and Eastern Area. TI1ey also had a tone line with Canberra and Richmond; 
and a runner which combined the areas of Headquarters, Cent·ral War 
Room, Directorate of lntclligmcc and Southern Area Headquarters. 

On 29 May 1943 the first shift moved into barracks at Frognall, Mont 
Albert Road, Canterbury, conveyed there by a special tram. Over the next 
few days the other shifts moved to Frognall wiU1 a changeover of 
communications from Victoria Barracks to Frognall at 2200 hours on 
20 June 1943. While at Frognall there was plenty of social life with regular 
dinners. concerts, Christmas dinners, theatre night~. $porting acth•ities 
and barbecues. In parlicular there was a WAAAF birthday dinner 
followo:d by a concert m St Mark's Hall, and oi rwomcn and airmen 
visited tl1c Box Hill RSL to represent the Service at a maiUll'<JU.i.n par;~dc. 

On 1 February 1945thc Unit ch~nged its name to RAAF HQ Telecom
munication Unit and in October 1945 to Melbourne Teleconununication 
Unit; it stayt>d with that n~mc unti l disbandment. With the end or the War 
th~ Unit suHered with reductions in personnel and communication traffic, 
resulting in I he closure of various circuits. However U1c Unit continued to 
function for many years and saw changes with the introduction of new 
technology such as microwave. On 31]anuary 1976 the Unit disbanded. 

COM MANDING OFFICERS 
23 Febnoary 1942 
16 April 1945 
1 August 1945 
25 April 1947 
16 June 1952 
7 December 1955 
2 Fcbmary 1960 
t8 October 1963 
LO january 1966 
15 December 1969 
10 [)(Jccmber 1972 
22 january 1974 

-Squadron Leader A.C.A. McBride 
-Wing Comrnand~r J.P. McCardell 
- Wing Commander H.V.L. Taylor 
- Squadron Leader j.R. Curtain 
-Wing Commander ].E. Reynolds 
- Wing Commander W.C. Blakeley 
- Wing Commander W.T. Paint 
-Wing Ctmunander P.H. Doherty 
- Wing Commander R.A. Moore 
-Wing Commander F.W. jordan 
-Wing C(>mmander P.M. Rodes 
- Wing Commander I. D. McLean 



NORTH- EASTERN AREA 
H EADQlJARTERS 

TELECOMMUNICATIO N UN IT 

9 M.1y 1914 
I February 19~5 

3 1 December 19~5 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formLod as Townsnlll' W /T St,ltion 
-rL'-namcd North·Fastcm Arc,, IIQ 

Telecommunication Un 1t (NEA rU) 
-l~st entry in Unit l li,tnry R,>;:nru 

NARRATIVE 
Townsvtllc W /T (Wirdcss/Tclcgraph) Station was fMml'<i on 9 Ma)' 
19-1-1 under the command of Headquarters North·l<l,ll'm Area from 
12 Signals Urut 

flu~ followmg W /T ctrcwts were m operatum fmm Townsville· 
Melbourne W /T (lugh speed), RAAF Command, Bn,bane \\' rr. North
W,>stern Area, More"by W /T (lugh speed), Ca1ms, Gnt>dl'nough W /T, 
Cloncurry- Iron Range, Cooktown-Rockhamptun, I hggms, 11om l~land, 
Knrumba .uu.t Mcr .. lu"-.~. 

The fnllowtng telcprintt•r and teletype circuit~ were in opcr.1tion from 
Townsvill<:' RAAF Cnmm.md, Brisbane W /T, North W<">tl•rn Area, 
Cairns, CookltlWn, Ch.lrlcrs Towers, Ga rbutt, Ill:\ F1gh tcr Control Unit, 
Aeradio, lli!~f~tn,, Wtrdl'SS Untl, Post O(fice, ADV Fchdon 5 ACS. A1r 
Move Loop .1nd Sydnt•y Stn.<et. Also one-lin~ cirLuits were In opcr.1 tion to 
North-Wt">tcrn Area, Bowcn-Rockhampton and Ctl<lktown-lron Range. 

On I ~l'bru.lry 194"i the unit changl'<i tl~ name to North-llastcrn Area 
Headquartc" T<•il-cummumcation Unit (NFA TU) 

By 31 l)(occmbcr 1945 o;everal personnel h.1d f'<l'.tt'<l out and the Unit 
was only operahng a mmtmum of orouts 

COMMANDING OrriCFRS 
2 1\ugu~t 1'1-1-1 
19 february 1'1·15 
15 Octubcr 1945 
23 Novcn1bcr 19-15 

-Squadron Leader C.(. Dc:mgla, 
-Squadron Leader Kj. MMt1n 
-Squadron Leader F.A l;oOtJnch 
-Squadron Leader W.A ltshl'r Ill 
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NORTH-WESTERN AR.EA 
TELECOMMUNICATION UN IT 

15 July 19ol-l 

Aut,>ust 1944 

I FcbruMy 1945 

October 1945 

FcbruJ ry 19·16 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed as 8 W / T Station 

-re-named NWA W / T Station 

-rc·nnmcd NWA J-lQ Telecommunication 
Unit 

-re-namc'CI NWA Telecommunication Unit 

-dosed down and moved to RAAF Darwon 
as Darwin Signals Section 

N ARRATIVE 
8 W / T (Wirclt-s.,/Tcl~graph) Stotiun was fom1t'Cion 15 July 19ol-l in the 
North-Western Area. The Unit had pre,•iously been a detad1ment of 
II Signals Un it and had been known as NWA W/ T Sto tion. 
Headquarters was a lcxlgcr unit based at NWA HQ. A dl'lachmcnt at 
Fenton worked with 380th Heavy Bomb.1rdment Group, Unite..l Statt'S 
5th Air Force. 

On fom1ation the watches in operation were: W rr watches with 
RAAF Command, Town;villc, Cove, MiiJingimbi, Melbourne W/1 , 
Ct1rrunnd Downs, Noonkanbah, Cnmaf 5 (alternate Bomcom 5), SWPA 
(Intercept), Truscott, Bathurst Island, Radar Adminis tratiw, BirJum 
Weather (Intercept), lntcr·squadron IOSFCU; L/ T (land/ tclegmph) 
watches with Hughes, IOSFCU, Fenton, Coomalie, Townsville, 
2 Wireless Unit, Birdum, Katherine, Manbulluo; and T / P (teleprinter) 
watches with Adelaide, Allee Springs, RAAF Command, D,mvin, 
Batchdor, Bird urn, Townsvi llt'. Also m opcmhon were L/T and/or W / T 
bock.ong to Birdun1, Oarwo.n, B~td1t'lor telepronters and W IT backin!l 
to JJI land line circuits. 

In August 1944 the Unit changed its name back to NW J\ W / T Station, 
followed by a change to NWA HQ Telecommunication Unit and Anally 
in Octuber 1'145 lo NWA Telecommunication UniL In February I'J41> lh•• 
Unit moved its ~qLLipment In RAAF Darwin to bc'CClmc the D.uwm 
Signals S.>ction, bringin~; about the Unit's clt>surc. 



COMMANDING OFfiCERS 
15 Ju1v 1'1+1 
I Augu•t l'l·l-l 
18 Ma' 1'145 
12 Octolx•r 1945 

-Aight Lieutenant J.H 1'\•lmtltt 
-night Lieutemnt R.E J<ml"' 
-A•ght Lieutenant 1-.. 8.1lmc.•r 
-Squadron leader G.H B..lm<"' 
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NORTH ERN COMMAND 
HEADQlJARTERS 

TELECOMMUNlCATlON UNIT 

12 january 19.J.l 
22june 19+1 
28 August 19-l-1 
7 September 1944 

1 February 19.J5 

7 February 19-J() 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed at Milne Bay as 15 W /T Stalion 
-moved to N~dzab 
- moved to Madang 
- re·named Madang W / T Station; and 

Nadzab loc~tion know·n as Madang W /T 
Sta tion N,,dzab Detachment 

-re-named NORCOM I IQ 
Telecommunication Unit 

-Unit disbanded 

N ARRATIVE 
15 W / T Station was formed at Milne Bay on 12 january 1944 under the 
direct control of Northern Command. 11u,, Unit moved by air from Milne 
B~y to Nadzab on 22 june 1944 and was established on the locatton of 
13 Signals Unit. 

On 17 june 1944 an advance party under the command of Flight 
l..Jeutcnant J. Galbraith, the Comtnanding Omccr of Milne Bay W /T 
Stati011, arrived at Nadzab to begin communications. An additional 
13 signal~ personnel arrived on p<>"ting from Morl~by WIT Station on 
17 jun~ 194-1 

Considerable diHiculty was experienced ill obtaining technica l 
l'qUipment and barracks supplies owing to the 1.1ck of witablc air 
trao"port. Delays were also experienced becau$e technkal •'<Juipment 
arrived in an uru.crviccable condition. 

In August 19.J.l Flight Lieutenant Calbrarth went lo Nadzab to take 
over 15 W /T Station and prepare for the shift to Mndang. On 
7 September 19.J.l the Unit was re-named Madang W / T Station and the 
Nadzab lor.ttion lx>eame known as Madang W / T Station Nadzab 
Detachment. On I February 1945 the Unit was r<.~namcd NORCOM 
(Northern Command) IIQ Tclcrommunic«tion Unit with no change in 

114 i Is functional role. 



On 31 0..'<"~mbcr 1'1~5 the Unit wa:. adviS<.>d to disband and on 
7 February 19~6 th<' Unit disbanded. 

COMMANDING 0Fr!C[RS 
12 january 1944 

12 june 19·14 
15 August 1944 
5 February 1945 

- F!Jght Lieutenant J Calbra1th 
-Fiy;ng Officer N.O Qumtrl'll 
- Flight Lieutenant J. Galbr;uth 
-Squadron Leader R.C . W,llker 
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OPERATIONAL R.E SEARCH 
SECTION (ORS) 

N ARRAT IVE 
The introduction of operationa l reseJrch i11to the RAAF is associJtcd wiU1 
the \'istt to Australia late III 1943 of Sir Henry Tiz.ud (scitmtific adviser In 

the 1\ ir Cotu1cil). 

In November 1943, the Air Board requested from the Air Minis try 
the services of two operational rt>Scarch officers, Dr ).C. Bower and Dr 
A.R. MiJ I~r. This request was approved by the Air Minbtry and 
Mimstry of Aircraft Production. The l<~,n and transport of these officer> 
WJS much faciltlated by the co-operation of Overseas Headquarters 
Roy.11 Australi.ln Air Force and the Australian Scientific Research 
Liai!'(m Office, L<>ndon. 

During November 1943, Squadron l..cildCr CS. Davis was lr<n1>ferred 
to <>perational reseMch duties at RAAF lleadquarters. TI1e officer 
undertook much of the prdiminory work connected with the 
organis.ltion of thC' Sectiun. 

Dr Bower arrived in Austr.llia 011 24 January and Or Miller on 
13 February 1944. Both ofl'iccrs made contact with Unitl'CI States and 
C .. mi1dian operational rt$Carch organisations en route, aJld saw sornC' of 
the recent American developments. Starr at the RAAF Rcpr<.'S<'ntativc 
Office in Wa~hington, the Australiall Liaison Office in Ottawa and the 
Scient ific Resc.uch Liai,c;n Office in Wa>hington were most helpful. 

Two of th~ scientific officers origina lly uppointcd in 1 9~2. Flying 
Offk'cr ). Ca lvert and Flight Lieutenant F.J .D. Sy~r. w~re transfcrrt-.:1 to 
the Operational Rt!search Section during March .1nd April 1944. Mr 
J.C. Starke joined the Section on 2-l April 1944 in n cwilian capac1tv, but 
was lat('r granted an honorary commission. The Section wns also 
fortunate to acquire the >ervices of Miss Foott. fom1crly in the Directo r,llc 
of Organisation at RAAF Headquarters. 

The establishment uf ORS maintained, assL,tcd and providl>d for four 
operational te><.'arch organisation.< in the RAAI', lucated at RAAF 
Headquarters Melbourne, RAAF Command Bnsbanc. Northern 
Command (New GuinN), and Headquarters North·WL-stcrn Area 

I I 6 (D,mvin). 



Althou);h <•arli~r \'ISib were mad~ to RAAF Command and Northern 
Command, ORS RAAI" Command became an effi'Ch\'l' <;(.'Chon on 3 March 
19-1-1, w1th tlw am,·al of Dr Bower m lin,b.m;.•, .md ORS \lortht:'m 
Command b<.'Caml.' dkoch\e on 21 Ma}· l'l-1-1 "'th the .~rm-al t>f Wing 
Commander {),w,, m New t.umca Dr \1ill~r th<•n '''"1111l'\l wmmand of 
ORS RAAf Command ORS North-W~"'tern \r,_.,, caml.' Into I.'Xbten~ at 
a later d,ltl•. 

Wh1ll.' 'l'<:llllll!> were largely autonom'''"· lhl.' -.'<:hun at RAAF 
lll.'adquart<•ro. "'•" tl>spun~iblc for cfflocling .my " ''C''"''"'Y n>-ordination 
or cuns..•rv.lllon of op~rational research cffurt, .lnd ft•r tht· h.tndling of 
admim'-.tratlvc m,'ltters, such as personnel, rt!cruitjn);., ur over:;e,ls liaason. 

The M.'Clinn• ,, l RAAF Headquarter- and I~A1\f Command were 
term'-td 'h"•adqu.ntt.•r~ ~lions, and the <llht•r I\\'(' ···t:'('h<-m' 'fidd' 't>clions, 
in \'iew uf tht•ir nwrt.> intimate Clll\l,,.·t wllh up;.•r.lllonal unit~ On 
operahonal matte~. liaison behvccn the field 'l'CIIOn> .>nd RAAF 
Command '«.t.clmn wac; mdicatNi; on admini ... tr.lhH• tn\'t.""-ttat; .. lhon, liai~'fn 
behn'\'n th<• fldd S<.'<:hnns and the 'i'Ciu>n ,,, Rt\ \F 1-fl.'adquartc~ 

\\'41~ Ol"C("''-ll')' 

1\t RAW ll~aJquMtcl"'i the fin.t ma,or 10\t...,ll~.lllon wnc<·m~.J the 
fXl'<>lblhty of pro' ~thng rebel for per:.<mnd aft,•r a ,,.,,.,.111<1blc pcnod of 
dutv 10 lropkJI M<'J'>. L.lt~r ln\'eslijlahons mclud<'<l ,, prl'11mman ~ur\'c~ 
of "~""dron ·,,,,., uf dfort' (especiaUy as rclatlod tn mhm:cptor fighter 
squadron,), .1nd .1 'tudy of the age l)f aircrcw r;:uul" with ,, \'i~w to 
decid ing th•• '"'~' d);C co10po;.1tion of rccr<llh lor .mcn•w dutkos. ThL'SC 
s tudies tended to reflect the m<mpower shortage in "'"tr.>lla, in thatlhi.'V 
wcr.• cnnc<•rncd with the l'C<)O<>micaJ use <>f ""'tin!\ Rt\AI' pcrs.•nnd .md 
equipm<•lll, or w11h tlw -..lcction of the best r<'"'hll' jlrtlUJ' of p<;ro.unnel 
(or o~rJIIOn,ll duli~. Sc1cntific advice \V;lS al""-l ~1\'t.'l' In varil,U!'i> 

diCl'(lor.>l<.., r<');M<hng d<'SCT"iption of imentiun• 

The Rt\AI" Command ORS dc,·otcd much of •t'> ••I furl to thl' analy~•~ 
uf Ri\Af operations m the South-IV~'SI Pacific t\rN \ MlllU' '"''-"'ll~a
tions Wl'rc .:nn<<'ml'tl w1th bombing dfort tl>sult' .lnd .lC<Ur.tcy. RAAF 
>ea mm10~ Opi.'tdllnn,, mi-.sion fuilur"" of bombcr a~rcrJft, ,md ,ub
marine ''~httngs and att.1d.s. Ad,•icc was also ~·' l'n un thl· operational 
u:.e of .ln A~r-to-Surl.>cc Radar (ASV) an<l till' op<•r,lllon.>l••mph>ymcnl of 
group r.lJ.lr C<JUipmcnl ~·,era! artie!<~ were pr<'par,.._l b) th,• S..ocliun for 
publlc.liJOn m the RAAF Command opcration.lllllform~llul\ bu ll<•lm. The 
ORS Nnrthcm Command als<1 conducted an lnV•''"I\·IIIon mtu lhc 11 7 
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accuracy and opera tional usefulness of HF/DF fixing in the New Guinea 
area. 

ScvcrnJ lectures were given by various members of the ORS. TI1c'Sc 
included: 'Operational Research' by Wing Commander C.S. Davis, to the 
RAAF Staff School on 16 February 1944; 'Air Warfare Research' by Dr 
A.R. Miller, to Melbourne University Mathematical Soci<"ty and the 
Mathematical As..wdation of Victoria on 24 April 1944; 'Operational 
RE'SCarch with Special Reference to its Amwmcnt Appllcati<>ns' by 
Or j.C. Bower, to the Armament Officers Conference on 12 May 1944; and 
'Operational Research' by Dr J.C. Bower, to the RAAF Staff School on 
16 M•'Y 1944. 

Contact was established and liaison maintained with tht~ Operational 
RE'SCarch Section, Australian Army, and the Second Opcrati<>ns Analysis 
Section, Fifth USAAF. 

A number of visits were paid to various divisions of ll1e CSIR, in 
partu:ular to the radio physics division. Liaison with university depart
ments was also undertaken. 



RAAF BASE AMB ER1EY 

17 june 19.10 
16 March 19~2 
I July 19~2 

19~7 

Apri l 1952 

I June 198<J 
16 March 1992 
I july 1994 

/Md nml fntll•ful 

Cll RONOLOGY 
·slahon ht•.ldquartcr. formtod 

- 3 i\arcr.1f1 l.Npol formt'tl 
RAAF Slallon llcadquartc~ Ambcrley 
dt~bandcd, 3AD assumed base 
adrnini~lr.llwn functaons 

- Hc.ldquortcn. RAAF Statton Ambcrley 
rl'lormctl 
RAA~ Sl.lli<'n Amb<•rlcy w-urganio;cd to 
llcadqu.UI\'rs RAAP Ambcrlcy and Base 
Squ.•dron Ambcrlcy 

- UJ>ll' Su pporl Wing fonm•d 
- 50 1 Wing formed 
- 301 Air 13tlSO' Wing formed 

N ARRATIVE 
8.1.s<.'tl on lhc nt'l.od to ,.,,,,bh'h a llAAF CiiL/.l'n Air l'orce ;quadron in 
Que\'n~land, I he Mim;,lcr for Defence, 111 july 1938, granted approval for 
the purcha~ of 1100 acr~ (445 lwclaRos) or land al Boondall, near 
Bri~banc, al .1n cslimatt'tl co't or C6 500 ($13 000). ll1is proposal was 
ab.1ndoned when il "'"' dt~O\'er(od I hal under ccrlam conditiOns of tide 
and rmnfull this area "''" subll"CI lo Oooding. Anolhcr 'tiC ncar Zlllmcrc 
wa~ also dccluled due lo the lcrram and the~~ of dramage and fllling. 

A good all-wNiher ,urfacc wa' of fir..l •mportancc for the e:.lablbh· 
mcnl or an aerodrome and another "'" apprmumatdy 5 kilometres wesl 119 
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uf tlw town of Ipswich and 42 kilometres west of Brisbane w,,, rcrom· 
nlC'nded to the Air Board by the 01ief of Air Staff and subsequently to 
the Mimster by the Air Board on 11 November 1938. It was purchast-d at 
an estima ted va lue of £10 000 ($20 000) ,,s thc site fllr the establishment of 
RAAF Station Amberley, Queensland. Notification of the acquasilion of 
this land was published and appear~-d '" the Commonwealth Gazelle 
No. Rl of 22 December 1938. The land ar<?a purchased subsequently 
trlplt'd over the years to approximately 910 hc>ct.lrt'!> by 1987. 

'1\mbcrlcy' was a local dairy farm, named by a Mr Collett, who 
arm•ed in the district from the small hamlet of Amberlcy in West Sussex, 
England. 

The St,lhon H"adquarters, Amberley, was fonned on 17 June 1940 
with Squadron Leader S.A.C. Campbell appointed as temporary station 
commander. On tlw same day, 24 Squadron was formed with si>. officer. 
and 33 airmen, Squadron Leader Campbell also being the Commanding 
Officer of th1s uniL 24 Squadron rccei"ed its first ,oircraf1-four 
Wirraways .md three Moth Minors-in July 19·10. 

1 Aircraft Depot ,,.., formed at Amberley on 16 March 1942. and 
do~b;mdcd on 30 Jun~ 1\192. Durmg World War II. U1e depot was 
l'<'sponsible for U\e assembly of many diffel"t:'nt types of aircraft, indudong 
P-3'! Alr.ocobras, 1'-10 Kiuyhawks, P-13 Lancers, Vultc" Vl'ngeancc, 
Spitfire, Jldlcats (for the Royal Navy Fleet Air Am1), ,,nd P-51 Mustangs 
for the RAAF. 3AD maintained a long history of engineering excellence. 

On 21 Octob<:r 1940, 3 Service Flying Training Scht)()l was formed, and 
ultimately operated 54 Wirraway aircraft befMc being disbanded on 
22 Apri l 1942. In July 1942, Headquarters RAAF StahOn An1b<:rley was 
disbanded and 3AD assumed the responsibility and control of all station 
functions and cont·inued to administer the base until rlcadt]uarters RAAF 
Station Amberlcy wa. reformed in 19·17. 

Between IY4 1 and early 1\146 there was a constdcrable 1\mcncan 
pre-sence al RAAF Stntion AmbNlcy, in thl' form of USAAF personnel 
and their aircraft. llowcver, it is difficult to ascertain from avaiiJblc 
rc>corct. lhe units and number> of airmen and nmchine t)'pt.'S. I hey did 
operate from their own workmg area, hang.trs, buildings and mt>sscs. 
The first to arrive in lA'Cember 1941 wns the 88th Rewnnnissance 
Squadron nnd lhc 7th Bombarument Squadron, spending thl' next thrcc 
months dt Amberley a5sembling aircraft. Anotht'r USAAF unit wns the 
68th Fighter Squodmn which arnvt-d 111 Brbbanc by shop 111 early March 
19~2 and mowd to Amberley from the Ascol Rac~><:oursc (m 16 March. 



At Amb..•rlt•y, the 68th Fighter Squadron ground (1"\'w., aso;embk'<l 
P-39 Air.1col:>rJ .wcr.lft, many of which were ferncd by ..quad ron points to 
other Au~traloan aorfield<. In Mav 19-12, 68th S<juadron JX•Nlnnel saik'<l 
to Ton~atabu, ,m .-land in the Tonga group, wht•r,, tlll'y ,,,....,mbled .md 
were t'quopfX-d woth 1'-IOE Kittyhaw~' 

On 10 Aprol 19-16, 82 Hca•·y Bomber Wing 1 t.•,Jd<IU.lrtcr. n~lox.lteJ 
fmm Toxumwal m Voctoria, 21 and 23 Squ.1dmns follow on~ with therr 
6-24 Loberator t>omber:. on 24 and 25 Apnl l'llb. t2 Squadron abo 
arrh <'<~ fmm O.lrwin in May t 946, Ito b..>comt• pMt of 82 Wing, which has 
remi'lincd at Amberley to thb day and rct.oim•d it~ rc,pom,ibility for 
bomber nnd 'trikc roles woth Lincoln, Canbt•rra. l'h.mtuon ,ond F- 11 tC 
aircr;,ft, in I, 2 .md 6 Squadrons. 1 and 2 Sgoo.1dnons Sl1W ncli\'1' S<'rvicl' in 
Malay.1 and South Vietnam with Lim:oln and ( .onberr,, airlraft 
respcctiH•ly 

In April 1'152, RAAF 'itation Amberlcy w,,, rt'-tltgJnN-d to become 
lleadquart('r. RAAF Amberley ,1nd Ba;c Squadron Amh<•rlcy 

On I [)(<ccmber 19(1(), 16 Army Light Aorcraft Squ.1dmn "•" formt'<l at 
Ambcrlt•y woth RAAF and Army per.onnel and onoto,1ll1 <"!Uopped with 
Ccs;na lliO and Bell 47G Sooux light fhcd-wong aorcraft and hclocoptcrs. 
This unot later bt..:.1mc I Aviation Rl'giment .1nd mmt'<l tu Oal.ey, 
Queensl.md 

114 Mobile Control and Rcporllng Unot, who(h was form~od at 
Camd,•n, Nt•w &outh W,1les, as 14 Fight,•r Sector Unit, "'•" r<'-named 
I t4MCRU 011 7 M.uch 1944, when the unit "'"' h.l'<'d .ot Los Ncgro>S, 
J\dnura lty lslontk The unit was rc-activ.ltcd lor the thord time at 
Ambt:rlcy during April 1'168. 

Followmg tlCii\'C ~ervice in Soulh Vw1Jlc1m, 2 Squt1Uron tlnd 
9 Squ.1dron returned to Amberley in June .md IA'Ccml't'r 1971, 
fi.'!>J>i.'Ch<cly. "ht·~ 2 Squadron's Canberra alr.:r,11t wt•rc Wll\Crt<>d to a 
photograph~< .lnd targl.'l towing role. 9 Squadron (Onhnued to 'upport 
the Arm) woth ol' lr<lCJuOl.' utiloty hdoroptcrs bt•foro• r<~locahn~ to RAAF 
Ba;c Ttlwn,nllc between NO\·ember 1988 .md h•bruarv 1%'9 and 
sub<..'<!ucnth bcong do'>bandcd on 14 Ft-bruat\ I%'! 

Folluwong dd,w~ of an order of 24 F-lllC ,tr~l.c ,ur('raft piJccd on 
Octob.:r 1%1 •• In JntctJm strike force of 24 r -If Ph.lntom diRraft. WJth 
spar<.,, \\ere lc,"t:tl from the UnitL<d Stat<" Aor horw. llw fir.t five 
.1rriving ,ot Aml,.,rll'Y on September 1970. All but 0111.' 1·-IL aircraft, lost m 
an occident, rt•turncd to the United States followon~ th•• delivery of the 12 1 
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first of the F·111C aircraft in June 1973. On .J. Ckccmb<.'!r 1973, U1c last six 
F-ll1C aircraft arrived at Amberley from the United States. 

12 Squadron was reformed a t Amberley on 3 Septemb<.'!r 1973 to be 
(."quipped with 12 CH47-C Chinook medium lift helicopters, which 
arrived by sea from the United Statt'S in April 1974. 12 Squadron 
disbanded on 25 August 1989 and the Chmook helicopters were p laced 
into storage. 

The Defence Security Training School was re-located from RAAF Base 
Poin t Cook on I january 1986 and was subsequently re-named lhe 
Security and Fire School. 

2 Airfield Defence Squadron, " 'hich formed at RAAP Base Richmond 
on I june 1988, re-lornted to Amberley during December 1988 and 
JanuMy 1989. 

On t6 March 1992, 501 Wing was formed from 3 Aircraft Depot and 
482 (Maintenance) Squadron to continue in the same maintenance role. 

38 Squadron re-IOC<ltcd from RAAF Base Richmond to Amberlcy in 
December 1992. 

RAAF Base Amberlcy is one of the Largest operational bases in 
Australia al\d is host to the F-111C strike force of 1 and 6 Sttuadmns in 
addition to ,, number of other units, namely HcadquMtcrs Strike 
Reconnalssance Group, 82 Wing, 38 Squadron, 501 Wing, 114MOW, 
23 Squadron, 2 Airfield Defence Squadron, Base Support Wing and 
Security and PI rc School. 

1l1c history of the base has been preserved by nami ng the streets after 
the .1ircraft wluch have opera ted from this a irfield over th~ years-for 
example Liberator Street, Lincoln Avenue, Catalina Road, Mt•tcor 
Av<'nue, and, in the newer development,;, Iroquois and Chinook 
Avenues. 

301 Air Base Wing came into effect on 1 July 1994, continuing the long 
hl~tory of RAAF Base Ambcrley. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
16 March 1942 
I I May 1942 
18 june 1942 
15 August L'l47 
'I June 194/l 
2 May 1949 

-Group Captain LV. Lachal 
- Wlng Commander W.R. Harlwright 
-Wing Commander C.E. Douglas 
-Group Captain G.lE. Douglas 
-Group Captain). Alexander 
-Group Captai11 C.T. I lannah 



27 Augu<l JQ'il 
Nowmb..•r 1951 
14 July 1953 
9 July 19>1 
March 1959 
May 1963 
Octob..>r 1%4 
April 1967 
25 june 1971 
14 February 1975 
22 April 1977 
Nov(•mbcr 1980 
October 1982 
9 january 1984 
13 t:>ecl'mh<'r 1987 
October 1988 
October I 'I'll 

-Group Captam W.ll . Caring 
- Wing Commander C.C llartncll 
-Group Captain D.W Colquhoun 
-Group Captam D.W Kmgwt'll 
- Air Commodore W.l\ G1bson 
- Atr Commodore W.N Carn;,'o(m 
-Air Commodor~ Gil St'"'il'' 
- Air Commodor~ D. W Kmgwdl 
-Air Commodore(. I I Spurg<~ln 
- Alr Commodore S.D. Evans 
- Alr Commodore R.l'. Drury 
-Air Commodore P. l l C'oy 
-Group Captain 1'. F Frwman 
-Group Captain C.A rc,..,kl' 
-Group Captain R 1-. l.owl'ry 
-Group Captatn (.). SIJcmqv~>t 
-Group Captatn A. W Cl'rl"-' 
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RAAF BASE BUTTERWORTH 
Pro C11m Pnc.s Armor(/ Am Armed for 1/r~ D<'jl'llcr of Pcnc,•l 

1930~ 

19~1 

1955 

15 january 1958 

1958 
30 june 1988 
I julv 1988 

CHRONOLOGY 
-dcvclopt>d by Royal Air Force 
-Australian squadrons deploy ll> 

Butterworth 
-2 Airfield Construction Squadron 

commencL'<l upgrillding of base 
-Arr Base Buttenvorlh headquarters raised 

a t Amberley, Qld 
- 78 Wing deplc>y<!tti to Butlenvnrlh 
-Base Squad ron Bu tl~nvorth disbanded 
- RAAF Support Unit Butterworth formed 

NARRATIVE 
Butterworth (in Ma laysia) was developed by lhe Royal Air Force (RAF) 
iJ1 lh~ 1930s on a 'care a11d maintenance' basis and was tohtlly 
unprepared lor the connict of Wnrld War 11 that suddenly engu lfed it. 
japanest! bombers and lighters made a devastating attack on the Base and 
many of the RJ\F and RAAF aircraft were destroyed on tl1c ~round or in 
lhc air; lhc Base was s.Nerely damaged by fire and delayed action bombs. 
Within WL>eks the Ma lay Peninsula had been O\•crrun by the japancsc 
Army and Butterworth, in common with all other military bases in the 
area, was occupied lor lhe remainder of tl1c War. Durin~ lhcir occupation 
the jilpanese built an east-west runway which is now ust--d a~ " 
hardstanding for visi ting alrcrall. 

With the japanest! ~urrender in 19~5. the RAF retun1cd. Butterworth 
was used as a staging and refuellin~ post lor a~rcra ll flying between 



Singapore and Ceylon. In U1is context the strategic importance of the Base 
was well recogniS<.'tl and in january 1950 th~ RAP stepped up its 
deployment and establish~od the Base as a li1lk w1th other Far East ba:.es 
in Singapore. iJ, addition, a staging base and marine craft section were 
developed at Glugor (on nearby Pcnang Island) ft)r the SundNiand Oying 
boats that called regularly. 

At the outbreak ol operations against the wmmunist terrorists in 
1950, 33 Squadron RAF (equipped inilially with Tempests and later with 
de Havilland Hornets) was based ,,t 13uttcnvorth. rhat squadron made 
daily bombing and rocket strikes against the terrorists. The attacks 
continued during 1952, 1953 and 1954 aidc'CI by detachments of various 
RAF squadrons Oying Brigand, Vampire .1nd Sunderland aircra(t. RAAF 
Lincoln bombers were also deployed to Butterworth to assist in lhCS<.' 
operations. 

In 1955 a new chapter in Butterworth'-; history began. The RAAF's 
2 Airfield Constmction Squadron (ACS) moved in to commence a refur
bishment program on tht! Base. Par two and a half years the men of 2ACS 
worked with thcir heavy equ ipment in trying conditions to re.:onstruct 
the airfield proper at a co,t of A$10 million. Included was a 9000-ft 
north-south runway with 800-ft hard~ned O\•O!rmns at each end. 

Throughout 1955 ~nd early 1956, Canberr~ jet bombers from RAF 
Bomber Command were dct<Jchcd to Buttcnvurth and C<Jrri~d out many 
bombing attacks against the w mmunist terrorists. 

RAAP Ajr Base Buttcnvorth was formtod at RAAP llase Ambcrlcy on 
15 january 1958 to provide all base services and support for all unit~ at 
Butterworth- bnrracks, catcrin~ lransport, pC'rsonncl administfiltion, 
and so on. At U1is time, lt1 recognition of U1c part played by U1e RAAF in 
Malaya and in acknowledgment of the even great<••· task which the RAAF 
was ncccpling in thls are;~, the llasc was r\!·n;uncd ·RAAF llasc Butter· 
worth'. Th~ official handovc:'r ceremony was pcrfom1cd on 3() june 1958 
by Wing Commander R.G. Churchcr, DSO, MVO, DFC, (RAF) to Air 
Commodore K.R.j . Parsons, DSO, DFC, AFC, (RJ\AF) Offict•r Com
manding RAAF Base Butterworth. 

On I july 1958, 2 Squadron (Canbt!rra bombers) tool.. over from tht! 
Lirlcolns and the RAA F operated for the first time in Malaya from the 
RAF base at Butterworth. 

In 1958-59, as part of the Commonwealth Strategic l~cscn•c, the 
RAAF's 78 Fighter Wing. comprising two Sabre fighter squadron> (3 and 
77 Squadrons from Williamtown, New South W,1lcs) .md one Canberra 125 
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bomber squadron (2 Squadron from Amberley, Queensland) new in. 
These aircraft were supported by a maintenance squadron, a mobile 
control and reporting unit and a base squadron. 

In the years succeeding 1958, the terrorist threat declined and on 
31 July 1960 the Malayan Emergency was declared officia lly ended. The 
RAAF, however, remained in Malaya as part of the British Common
wcaiU' Strategic Reserve. 2 Squadron's Canberras were dcployl'<l to South 
Vietnam in 1967. In Uu~ same year 3 Squadron was replaced by 75 
Squadron equipped with new Mirage fighter aircraft. 3 Squadron 
returned to IJullcrworth a year later, also l>quippcd with new Mirage 
fighter aircrafL At lhb time I 14 Mobile Control and Reporting Unit 
rcnomed to Austra lia. 

With U1e departure of British forces front the Far East, ownership of 
Butterworth Alr Base was formally transferred from the RAP to the Royal 
Malaysia Air Force on 31 March 1970, under the '1955 Dudley 
Arrangements covering the retum of British military bases, with the 
RAAP continuing to operate as a joint user. The Base wns then known as 
Air BaSt• Butterworth and was w1dcr the control of Headquarters 
Operationa l Command (Penrith, New Sou th Wales). 

During the late 1960s, 1970s and early 1980s there were about 2000 
Australian and RAF personnel station1.>d nl Butterworth, including 
approximately 200 Australian Army personnel who manned the light 
anti-aircraft battery. Between 1965 and 1983, the RAAF a t Bulferworth 
had a peak strength of approximately 1200 RAAF servicemen (totalling 
approximately 6000 with dependants). The RAAF members assimilated 
into the local community and participated in various sports. There were 
approximately 80 sporting clubs on the Base covering everyUting from 
cric~ct to jujitsu. 

75 Squadron returned to Australia on 12 AuAust 1983. 79 Squadron 
was reformed on 31 March 1986, when 3 Squadron returned to Australia. 
Subsequently, 478 Maintenance Squadron d isbanded on 31 October 198.1 
and on I Ju ly 1'187 4 RAAF liospitalwas disbanded. The disbandment or 
Lhes.: units saw a greatly reduced presence of the RAAF in Butterworth 
and the end of an era. 

On 30 June 1988, Headquarters RAAF Butterworth, 79 Squadmn and 
Base Squadron RAAF Butterworth disbanded . RAAF Support Unit 
Butterworth formed on I July 1988 and is sti ll located M Butterworth, 
a long with a P3-C Orion detachment from RAAF Base Edinburgh in 
South Australia. 



COMMANDING OFFICERS 
RAAf Butterworth 
June 1958 
February 1960 
Janual) 1962 
October 1964 

- Au Commodon> K.R.J PaNm~ 
-A or Commodore G.C. I lartnt.•ll 
- Atr Commodorl' \1 Ford 
-Atr Commodore W r Town,..nd 

January 1'167 - Air Commodor~ N. Foru 
May 1967 -Air Commodon.• c •. II. ~twgc 
May 1969 -Atr Commodore R. 1 Su~an' 
November 1970 - Air Commodow I.S. Parker 
November 1972 -Air Commodt>rc P.l'. Raw 
January 1976 -Air Com mod or<• R.1·. I rrhilm 
0..'Cl'mhcr 1!177 - Air Commodore J.A Jacobs 
O..>ccmbcr 1979 -Air Commodore B.J. R<.·ynn1d' 
January 1984 -Air Commodore R.W Bradford 
~ember 1986 -Croup Captain B.D. O' Los:hhn 
June 1988 -Wing Commander J II (,raham 

RAAF Support Unit Butterworth 
July 1988 - Wing Commander ).II C.r.th.lm 
O..>ccmbcr 19811 -Wmg Commander C P O'Bncn 
January 1'191 - Wing Commander j.R I'M<JUh.tr 
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RAAF BASE DARWIN 

l June 19~0 

22 August 1942 
30 October 1942 
24 December 1942 

I August t'l-14 

20 June 1952 
8 julv 1952 

28 July 1983 

V(~tlnu/ ami Rt•lldy 

CHRONOLOGY 
-fomled a< RAAF Station Darwin 

- re-nilmed Operational Base D.wwin 

-rl!-nnmcd 52 OpNationnl Base Darwin 
-re-nnmed 52 Operational Base Ullil, 
D~uwm 

-r,~named RAAF Station Darwin 

- RAAF Station Darwin dbb.mdcd 

-Base Squadr<'n Darwin formed 
- re-named RAAF Base Darwin 

N ARRATIVE 
RAAF Stntion Darwin w;,s form<.'<! on 1 June 1940. Almost 3000 acres of 
wuoJiand had been approved for purchase in December 1'137. The Bas£' 
"'''"still under construction when lhc first RAAF element, 12 Squadron, 
arnvcd 10 193'1. rhc a~rcral't were housed in a Guinea Airways hangar on 
the c1v~ aerodrome because Uw RAAF facilities were not yet complete. 
As one of lhc pilots put it, the planned move had bl'Cn 'accelerated 
almost a month on account of the show on in Eu I"Ope' 

Operations at Danvin were entirely the province of 12 Squadron until 
th<' fommtion of station headquarters in June 1940 under Wing Com
mander C. Ea ton. n,~ s..1uadron then >plit up. ;,ume of the office" 
mm·ing to headquarters, othen. remaining on t2 Squadron's >trcngth ,md 
still others Lo a new squadron, 13. Station headquarters carried out its 
work from a so-<.01 1lcd tt•mporary hullt..:l camp until August t 9~0, when it 



mOh'<lmto tlw newly ercctt'<l adminbtration bUJic.lmg at tlw RAAF acm
dromcc The war alert s.1w both 12 and 13 Squadron' engag<'<l in patrols 
O\ er tht• -...·a, th<• loltt('r flving Locl.hc.:'<l Hud<Ons 

A mcmor,lblt• enont on July 19-10 """a ,c;,,t b~ tht• \1m._t,•r for \tr, the 
llnnouroblc I V F.mb.1tm The '-'hmstt.>r, ptlohng ht, own Pcrd\al Q(>, 
was surprt'l'<l and dchghted to be mterccpt<od by a fltght uf Wirraways 
from 12 <;quadron. Mr Fairbairn'~ cn<'~Y and npttm"m left ,, l.l'ting 
impre"u"' 1>n all cnnccmt'<l and thl' Moni3ter 'ubsl'<jucntl) mdicdt<'<i hb 
apprcctation of the 'keenness and cfhcicncv nf ,111 r,mks' at 0Jrwin, 
particularly in view of the unfuvourabl<' mndthons 111 whoch personnel 
hod bl~~n wor~ing. 

nw 1',1cifir war bc~;an in the t•a rly hn ur' ,,r 7 lA'Ccmber 1941; 
Singapore fell on I 'i l'cbruary 19U and Dam•in c;uff~rctl its fi..., l Jtr l'ilid 
four day' l,lll'r. O.cr tOO enemy aorcraft m~dc h\'u wp.uatt• .ttt.1cks which 
dtostmytod 2..1 Allot'<! .1ircraft, s.1nk eight ''"P' and ~tllt>d 255 people. 
RAAF c.l'ualhl'1> numbered Sl'\'en dead and fl\ l' mturtod ).1pan'-"t! raids 
conllnu<od unttl 'l.!ovember 1943, 6-1 beong ltl):gl'<l 111 lot.d O,nnagc to 
butldin);' .1nd 'lolhon '"'tallatio"' wa!> <'>.t~n"" <' but. for tht• nll~t part, 
ca!>ualll<"> wert• rem.trk.lbh• light. 

The Atr !coree had not been idle in the wed .... , fnlluwong thl' nutb~al
of thl' P.lctft< \\.lr RAAF Station Dan•m cam•• untl~r the .1~g•~ t>f the 
Senior Atr St.1H Offtc.-r, Nnrlh·Westem Art>a, oo I 'i j.lnto.>ry IIU2c S.<telhtl' 
aorficld' wen~ l-.t.lbl"ht'tl io Batchelor, MilhnAtmbo, I h '"f;'tonc. Strauss, 
Fcnh>n, l on~. Cow, Coomalic, llughcs Jnd Groot<' l yi.Htdl. Ltx;.tl air 
dl'fl'nC<' wa~ pnwi<lt'<l by tl1c USAAF 49th Fi~;hll•r Group, flymg 1'-10 
Kittyh,llv~,. D11rwfn hit b~ck at the enemy with ll uliM;n, fmm 12 and 
13 S.]tmdrnns Lx1mbio); targets in Dili, Koepilllj; and Ambon, ·" well as 
dropping supplo~"> h> guerillas in Timur. 

By ).1nu.~ry 1\143 Odm·in and tht· 'urruuntlmf; .>rca bu."t<'<l ,, 
formtdabl(' .1rray of combat aircraft tndudm~; llcauftghtcrs fmm 
31 Squadron, !X>Omcrangs from 83 Squadron, Kill\ haw~ from 76 and 
77 Squall ron,, Mitchell~ from IS (Netherland., E.ht lnd,..,) <;quadron and 
Ltbcrotnr- (rum 'WI <;qu.tdmn (USAAF) Tht-.c '"'fl' -.<tun f(llnl'<l b~ th~ 
<quad mo.' of Sptlfirl">, '>-1 (RAF), 452 and 457 Among't the Spllftrt• pilots 
was Au,traha'' top·!>COrmg ace, ' Kill<'r' Caldwell, who cck•bratt>d his 
arri\ al by 'hootmg tluwn two japanese pl.lnt"' in h" hr-t "'rht• in MMch. 
The Allk-.1 bmnlx•r- h,lf,t"'<!d pol>ition> m Nt•w Cum<'•'· Nt•w Unt.tm and 
Time>r, whilst till' fi);htcr> were gcner.1lly .tble to >;d the better of 
oncomong r.udcrs. On 20 June the Spllforcs roccordt•d nm• of thcor mOl>t 129 



130 

succl!$sluJ actions above Darwin, 14 enemy plant'S being downed for the 
loss of two of their own number. Japanese attacks became less and less 
frequent as the year progressed. 

By 1944 aircraft from Darwin and the surrounding airfi~lds main· 
tamed operations across an area ranging from Micronesia to Malaya. 
Cntalinas from 43 Squadron joined ll and 20 Squadrons rrune laying 
around Boroeo and U1e Carolines, while Libcr.1tor.. from 21 , 23 and 
24 Squadrons carried out attacks on enemy shipping. TI1e following year 
saw the Liberators attacking Japanese-held airfields in Java and the 
Catalinas operating as fur north as China and Hong Kong. 

With the cessation of hostilities in August 1945, Darwin became a port 
of call !or parties travelling to and from territories formerly occupied by 
lhe Japanese. The Base has served as a major transit centre ever since. In 
the second quarter of 1967 a detachment of three Hercules new 2400 
soldiers between Darwin and Vung Tau in South Vietnam. In 1975 
aircraft based at Darwin were again in action in Timor, when Caribous 
from 35 Squadron ferried refugee~ out of the region. Although severely 
damaged by Cyclone 'Tracy', lhe Base resumed Limited opcrataons m 
time to handle the inOux of relief aircraft. 

Darwin has been the site of numerous peacetime exercises. 'Pitch 
Black '83' brought together Mirages from Williamtown. F- Ills and 
Chinooks from Amberlcy and Hercules from Richmond, as well as B-52s 
and KC-135 tankers from the USAF. The subsequl!nl open day attracted a 
crowd of 25 000. The Base has always been close to the local population 
and to non-military nying. At various times the RAAF ncrodromc, its 
hangars and even the control tower have been occupied by the 
Department of Civil A\~ation. 

TI1e last dt'Cade has seen strike aircraft permanently based in the north 
one(• again. 75 Squadron rc-locatt'Cl to Darwin in 1983 following service at 
Buttcnvorth, Malays~,. In 1988 it moved to Tindal and re-equipped with 
F/ A-18 Homcts. Currently l)anvin's inventory includes a detachment of 
35 Squadron nying Caribou tactical transports. It IS also home to 
13 Squadron, now designated 'City of D.>rwin·, which began its 
operational life a I the Base a half a century before. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
I june t'l40 
70ctobcr 1941 

- Wing Commander C. Eaton 
-Croup Captain F.R.W. Scherger 



3 February 1942 
IS April 1942 
6 October 19U 
IS January 19~3 
II May 19~3 
25 February 1944 
I Augu!.t 1944 
26 September 19~S 
I November 1945 
22 February 1947 
22 April 1948 
6 September I \148 
28 September 1950 
12 September 1952 
I~ Dlwmber 1953 
19Junc 1954 
30 May 1956 
28 Apnl 1958 
18 January 1960 
IS January 1962 
6 March 11)6.1 
7 Apri l 1\IM 
!January 1%7 
30 August I '161! 
18 !A'(;embt.'r 1970 
3 January 1'.173 
Janu.lry 1975 
Dcccmlwr I 976 
Dec"mber I '.178 
7 January 1'.181 
25 January 1984 
8 August 1986 
9 January 1'188 
January 1\191 
10Augu>tl'.l92 

-Wing Commander S.dcO. Griffith 
- Squadron Leader A.D Swan 
-Squadron Leader E G. McMurtrie 
- A•ght Lieutenant W R Arm,trcng 
- Squadron Leader S.S. £\',ln' 
- Squadron Leader W.ll Shehan 
- Wing Commandt'r J P Ryan 
-Wing Commandt'r A.S. I I.• yes 
- Wing Commander K II Springbelt 
-Wing Commander J-I.F Bo>ton 
-Wing Commander T.S. lnglcdl•w 
- Wing Commander l.fl. Rose 
-Wing ComnMndcr A.C. M.:t:ormdck 
- Wing Commandl•r G.A Conpt•r 
-Wing Commander P.J McMalwn 
-Squadron Leader K.R. Rodd 
- Squadron Leader M.H. l'aynt• 
- Squadron Leader H V Sh..,am 
-W1ng CommanderS. Bradford 
- Wing Commander C II D. Browne 
-Squadron Leader CP. Cundt'lad. 
- Wing Commander W O.K. Jl,•well 
- Wing Commander V.D Guthrte 
- Wing Commander W.C. Kl•rit.t 
- Wing Commander K.J. Munday 
- Wing Comma.ndcr W.D.J. MoMgh.m 
- Wing Commander D. I I. l'ortt.!r 
- Wing Commander E.D. Pl1•nty 
- Wing Commander A.J 5immond> 
-Croup Captain D.A Rober1<.on 
-Croup Captatn I II. WhtsJ..cr 
-Croup Captain D.j. Leach 
- Wing Commander R.J Seager 
- W1ng Commander BW llud'()n 
-Croup Captain M Collrcll 

13 1 
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RAAF BASE EAST SA LE 

)nnuJry 19~2 

22 April 19~3 

I january 19~6 

CHRONOLOGY 
-Eilsl Sale approved as s ite for 1 

Operational Training Unit 
- 1 Opcrahonol Training Unit lTUnsf~rred to 

Easl Sale 
-became RAAF Base East Sale 

N ARRATIVE 
Following th~ dl-cision of lhe War Cabin~! in Janu.•ry 19~2 to locall' 
1 Operational Training Unit a t a new base at East Sa le, th~ Minister for 
Air, t\rthur Drakeford, approved the acquisiti~)n of the s•tc of 1186 acres 
(482 hn) on 29 Mill'ch lY.U. 

From the t>ulset, E.1st Snlc was dcsignt-d a> a pem)an~nt 'tation. The 
accom modatiOn huts, unlike ill other ~lations, r~mbk-d suburban 
hnmcs wi th red tile roofs and weatherboard sidt-s. However, they were 
unlined with no ceilings or gutters and were c<trcmdy cold in wint~r. 

TI1e initial nLnways consisted of an cast-west runway of 7000 feet 
(2128 m) and a north-east -south-west runway of 5000 feet (1520 m). 

1 OpenJ linn.tl Training Unil, which had been at West Sale prior to 
nuwing to Baim~dale, returned to Ea;,;l' Sale when the new ba~ opened 
on 22 Apn l 19·~. under the command of Wing Commander C. D. Candy. 

At v.Lrious timt'!> accommodation was ; trclchcd to the limit-<Jrigin.llly 
designed for l!lOO p~rsonncl, the Base accommodated up to 2763. 

In june 19~5 an additional 650 acres (263 ha) were purchased at the 
ca~lem ~nd of the aerodrome enabling e"pansion to takt> p lace. 



Wtth the end of hru.ttlities, all flying trammg cca'l.>d on 27 'ieptl'mlx>r 
19-15 with l Ofx•r,llional Trainmg Umt being d1.'>bandt'<l on 11 I.Kwmlx•r. 

On I j.1nuar) 1946 the Ba-.e became RAAF Ea~t c;.,ll•. lh Janual') 1946 
only 1\1!2 l"'"'"""cl dnd 17 ;urcraft ,..,m;uned on ,,,,..,gth, l>ut "' ~bn:h a 
crew com l.'r.ton umt, .m air armamenl~ school and the <;d>ool of Air 
Na\ •gallon h~d lx~n t'!.labhsht>d at f<ht Sail' .1nd .llr.;r.th >lrt•nglh rOS<' to 
41. llowl.'\<'r, 'tat ton ,rrength w~ only tn"' t\nwmlx•r l'l.!b 

Tlw (rl.'w Conwr>ion Umt "as d,_b,mded m \ugu'l 19 .. b but the 
Central Flying School was mm•ed to East Sale on I o,.._cmbt•r 194b. 

The new 7tK)(l y.1rd (6398 m) ca.;:t- wcst runw,JV, Clln,lructed by the 
Country R(~td~ Board, wa, npcned on 17 M.>rd1 1'1<;(), Construction lhl'n 
conuncnn•d on an addihonal rumv.tv of 8t1i)(t v.uds (7.112 m)to catt•r for 
f·utur(' bomber, J.;~ncrt~l rt"Connabsann• and jtlt ,lircralt. 

111.: fir,l Natmnal Service train<'~.'> amw-d ,,t th•• ,t,ltltlll nn 30 July 
1951. do-ely follmv,.._i ''" 15 August b)' mt•mb,·r.nf tht• WRt\AI' 

Pcrmant•nt hghtmg for the airfield "'"' tn<talk>d tn I 'I~ and concrl'le 
harthtandmg ""'"' were laid tn 19"7. m.ll.mg tht• ,llrf,.,ld 'Uttable fnr u.,., 
by JCI atrcr.lft 

2 Atrft('ld <.nn>truchon Squadron rc-locat4:'<1 to t:."t S.1lo: m 54:'ptembcr 
19'8. Thi' untt was primarily tesp<>nstblt• for tht• lengtht:ntng and 
tmpro\·t.~nh.•nt., to thl.." nan way~ and ta>.i\\ a}., 

From II-.. mccphon~ mcm);).('rs of the Bil~ h<l\C plllYl'd olll t.h,:hv~ part in 
community ,,ffatr- m the 5.111.' area. In rccognthlln nf thl', tht• City n( S.1lc 
gr.1ntl'J I rwdom n( t.ntry tu the City on 22 Nov,•mtwr I<J~(J ThJ, wa' the 
first RAAI b.,. ... to be S<> honoured. 

IIJ78 "''" lht• 'tart of a dc,•dopment schcm~ to upd<~lc boildm~;' .md 
accotnmudotion and th"' extended into the l 'l<JU~. 11w n~w Stho<.>l of Atr 
Traffic Cuntrol "''" cnmplctt'<l in OctobN II.J!I7, fnlhtwt'<l b) the new 
School nf Photography 111 O..>cember 1988 .md lht• '"'"' Schuol ,,f Air 
Nangahon 111 Ma) 1990. 

11w U.1-.• "'"" the \.1tlttal') Base S..ochc.m of 'K<~P Au,tr.tha IX>aullful 
Tid) Town.,• wmpo:hhnn m 1988. 

In thc worJ, of a f<lrmer Commandmg Offtet•r, ' '" Commodor.• 
0 .\'\ Ktngwdl 

Todow. ra,l '-lit;• '' 1.;rw.• uf thc- m~t mudcm b.l"-\.~ .tnd ,,n .. · to t'lt• Jll~hfe.tbl) 

proutJ n( ..... tr.athhon .md ~ChJC\'t~menb A ""'''1\t' n•hUIIdm,.; rr\"tgr.lm ha..o;; 
st.~n tlw dt•m&• uf mu~t of thl! old Wilrtlmt• hut .... \\'llh tht• bt. ... t Hf modl!m 
(,,cilitu ..... w.lilothlt• It i'- ,,1~ th~ hom~ nf lh(" lhL·n RAAI '"t prt•tnll'r .1t•rnlxltic 

lt.•.1m. tlw 'R(HIIc-tk~' , ""' \\1<.'11 f'l:-t aboutltt;tl..,..~rvln.• .1nd ~-1\' ill.m .. 1.1ff 133 
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COMMANDING OIIICERS 
Aprill913 
Junl' 1943 
July 19H 
Augu't 19-13 
M,uch 19-H 
IA>c••mbcr 1944 
April 11).15 
Augu<ot 1'1-15 
lcbn•a ry 11.N6 
M.trch I'J.Il:l 
M.1rch 1951 
June 1953 
february I 955 
May 19'1! 
ll>bruary 1%1 
ld>ruarv I %3 
IJ..•wmbcr 19&1 
\,l,uch 1%6 

)anu.try 1%8 
Augu .. t 1970 
j.1nuary 11173 
}Mwary 1974 
J.muory 1976 
j.tnu.try 1978 
July I '17'1 
Joli\UMY l'l!ll 
July 1981 
July 198l• 
Augu>t 1'187 
IX>cembcr 1'190 
January 1993 

-Wing Commandl.'r CD. Candy 
- Wing Commandl'r K.S llomnock 
-Wing Commander J I' Ryland 
-Croup Captain W II C.anng 
-Wing Commander J.P Ryland 
- Wing Commander(, 0 Nicholl 
-Croup Captam C.C. ll.trtndl 
-Croup Captain K.R.J . P,tr..ons 
-Croup CaptaJn O.W. King well 
-Croup Captain A.D. C h,nlton 
-Wing Comm.1ndcr W.t• Town«.•nd 
-Group C.1ptam W N G•b!o<ln 
-Croup Captain K.R.J I'JNllh 

-Group C.1ptam r .J. l'yf<· 
-Croup Captun t\ 0 ll~nder.tm 
-Group Captam \V.N Llmpe 
-Croup Captain !C Comt'h 
-Wing Comm.1ndcr J II D. B1,1ckwdl 
-Croup Caplam A.R llodgl' 
-Croup Captain J.S. Wil..on 
-Croup Captain li.K. t•.t rkcr 
-Group Captam K.M. St.tlb 
-Croup Captain I I.J. llurley 
-Croup Captain T.C. Owen 
-Croup Captain IU Cillnrd 
-Croup Captain G. Dyk4.' 
-Croup Captatn A.J. Pappm 
-Croup Captain I O.M. "dward' 
-Croup Captam 0).5 R1dmg 
-Group Captam P.J Mcl),>m1Utl 
-Group Captam J.T Day 

BI BLIOGRAPHY 
I'"· M (<od ), A/uv.ll> Rt<1dy, RAAF BaS<' "'"' S.ll,•, 111'11 



RAAF BASE ED INBURGH 

17j,1111Mry 1955 
Fcbru~ry 19811 

!July 1')9~ 

Always 011 Cunrd 

C HRONOLOGY 
-headquarters formi'd 

-HI'adquartcr. Edmburgh lx'<'anll.' B.a..c 
Support Wing Edmburgh 

- 1'1'-named 3().1 Aar Ba-.c Wan~ 

N ARRATIVE 
licadquartcr' RAAI' L<hnburgh was forrnt'<l on 17 J.mu.lrV l\155, wath an 
establishment of >ev~n oCficers and eight airmen. 

On 2.1 Juaw 1955 the Royal Air Force Courier Service (Hastings 
aircraft) anovt-d from Malla la to Edinbu rgh, and on 21\ October the first 
WRAAF pa•r;onawl urrivt'<l on posting from Mall.liaa 

nw '"'"' Sergeants' Mt'SS was opened on 7 '>cptmabN t\156 whi le 
29 September 19';6 "''w the firs t offioa l function in the Office"' Mt'SS. 

On 12July 19.'8, l Squadron arrived from l'earca• t•n routt• to L.wcrton 
(Operall<>n 'Wdcomc Home') after partiopating an the M.ala) PcnansuL, 
Campaagn A fatal cra'h occurred at Crouch's llall , South Au~tralia, on 
21 October 1\158, of a Meteor M'k 7 aircraft paloti'd bv Palot Officer 
A.J.C. Bacnnan 

The lll'W Aanncn·, Recreation Centre wa:. orra<l.llly llpt'nt'tl by Au 
Commodore Garmg on 16 June 1961. 

flight L.i<.'Uit•nanl Cool.. Headquartc~ Edinburgh, dat'd when Dal.ota 
A65· 10b cr • .-h<-d 'hortly after take-off from Pc.trw un l Augu"t 1961 

llcadquarter< of 15 Joint Scrvaccs I rials Unal "'~• fonned at 
Edinburgh on I St·ptcmbcr 1961. 135 
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Air Commodore Garing unveiled a pl~qu<' at West Beach Airport in 
memory of 10 and 461 Squadrons on 15 April 1962. 

16 Joint Trials Unit (British Am1y) &,banded at Weapons Research 
8tablbhment, Salisbury, on 14 D< . .'<:cmber 196-1 and on 14 May 1965, 
4 Jmnt Sen•ic~s Trials Unit disbanded ~I Edinburgh. M~intcnancc 

Squadron Edinburgh disbanded on t fUJle 1965 after amal~amatlon with 
2 Air Trial~ Unit. ·n,c WRAAF Flight mll\'cd from Point Cot>k to 
Edinburgh on 15 July 1965 under thE' control of I Recruit Training Unit. 
Open days at Edinburgh prnved very popular with 25 ()(]() pt.--oplc 
alt('nding one on 17 February 1965 and 130 000 o n II September 1966. 

Air Commod ore Ford, (>n behalf of the Department of Air, officially 
accepted RAAF Edinburgh from the DirCC1or, Weapons Research 
Establishment, acting on behalf of the Department <>f Supplv, on 
I February 1968. 13 May 1961:! ,;aw th" arrival of the first of thre<> P-36 
Onnn a~rcr.1ft at I I S<Jtl<ldron, with II Squadron complctmg its mov<' to 
Edmburgh in june 1968. His Royal Highness, U1c Duke o f Edtnburgh, 
vi>itcd RAAF Edinbu rgh on 24 March 1971 nnd r~vicwcd a parade uf the 
Queen's Colour and II Squadron St,lndard. 

An open day and flying display "'aS held on 17 April 1971 al which 
90 000 10 ltlO 000 people atlcndtod. A fom1a1ion parade wa:. held on 
S October 1971 and the traditional dark blue unilom1 wns 'morched out 
of service'. An Anniversary Open Day and flying display were conducted 
on 26 March 1972 before a crowd of 60 000 pt>tlplc. 

The Recruits' Rt'Creation Cent re was open>;'<! on 8 Octnbcr 1974. 
An opt•n d.>y/ flying disploy for the 54th Anniversary of lhe RA1\F 

was held on 6 April 1975-100 000 people l'isited. 
A Jetachml!nt t1f Aircraft Research and [)c,•clopmcnl Unit 

(Detachmen t 'B') was rai:;ed al Edinburgh em 15 November 1976. The 
umt completed its move from L..wcrton during February 1977, 

A plaque wn:. prescntc'<:l to the Officers' Mc'Ss on 17 Nnvcmbcr 1976 
Jcpktlng the origln.11 name of thl' base as 'Mirrabool..a ', an Aboriginal 
name meaning 'stinking ~wamp'-Lhis wa~ chang~.oct to "Edinburgh'. 

'J2 Wing w.1s formed at Edinburgh on I july 1977 a11d comprised 
10 and tl Squadrons, Maritune Analysis and Trairung Squadron and 
4'12 M.lintcnancc Squ,dron. The first P·JC Orion aircraft arri\•c"LI on 
26 May 1978. 

Atr Marshal N.P. McNamara, 0 1ief of the Air Staff, officially opened 
lhe nc•w entrance to U1c Base on t February t980 and sealed a time 
C<lp:.ulc to be opcnt-d in 2030. 



Tho: Cu' o:mor-Ct•no:ral, Sir Zelman Cowen, prt..,..nllod 11 Squadron 
with ll1l' Ouk<.' of Glouc<~ter Cup on 20 Nmt'mbt.>r 1ClRO. 

Appm"m.1tl'l1 250 &lmburgh personnel "'-'"' mvoh tod an fightmg 
bushfir,-.tx>hn'<'n If> and IS r<>bruarv l'l!i.l 

The ),,,t P·:lC moililit'<l with tho; AQS'IOI 'it>rur-. Pr<Xt"-'><>r was 
accept<'l.i on 15 1\twcmber 1986. 

In rcbno.uv 1988, lhl' rorce Element Cn>uJh '"mo: mto beong. 
HcadquMtt•r- Fdonburgh b<'(";Jffi<: 6.1,., Support Wing Fdrnburgh and 
answt•rt>d to tlw Commander, Hcadquartc" ~Jantrmt• f"ulrol Group. In 
July 1992, B.l"' Support Wing .1nd llcad<JU.utt•r- M..ritlmt• 1'.1tml Group 
lwcaml' '"J'Mr.1h! cntitic~ and Ba ... ~ Suppurt Wm~ .10"tWl'rt.-•d llirccl to 
the Air Comrn.1nder Australia. On I luly 19!J4, 13,,,.. Support Wing 
Edinburgh bt'C•lRW 3Q.l Air Base Wing. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
17 Janu.~ry 1'1~5 
23 Apnll95n 
I~ Apnll%0 

18 IAoc<'mber 1%-1 
15 July 1961> 
n Juno: 1969 
27 July 1'170 
4 LK..-cmbt•r l 'J72 
13 J•lllU.lrV 1975 

28 t't•hrUM\' 1\177 
I fl I.Xxt•mlwr I !J711 
16 janu.ll'v 1981 
20 N!lH'mbt·r 1'181 
lO ]anu.1ry I '1!1(, 

-Group C\pt.1in P Jell rl'Y 
- Wing Comm.1ndcr 0 R. <. umong 
-Air CommOtion~ \\ II ( .. lrln)\ 
- Air Commodore J O.>wlong 
- Aor Commodore '\ . Fnrtl 
- Air Commodore G. II Stt'\')ll' 
- Air Commodore ET Po~kt•rd 
- Air Commodore S.W. D.lllyw.ltt•r 
- Arr Con1modorc J.C.. 1 hnrp 
-Air Commndnr<' Jl.j. Cnnol.ltr)\hl!1n 
- Air Commodor<' I..R. Kl,lfft•r 
- Arr Commodore R.N. f aw 
- r\ir Commndort' J.A J'.Juk· 
-1\1r Commodor.• T W . ()' J3rwn 

Base l>upport Wing Edinbu.rgh 
2 f!•bno.~ty 19117 -<:.roup Clptaon K.J IJnd.n,•lf 
l'i 0..-.:<•mbt•r 1'11!7 -Gmup Capt.1in K R. 8l.lkt•r. 
26 O.tllb..'r I'J$1\ - \\'mg Commander J 8 Pl.l} lord 
J J~nu.uv J'J8'1 -Croup Captaon /\.\'\ . C.rllwrt 
J3f,Jnu.uy I!J!J2 -Croup Captam (..W !>..or).. 

30~ Air On~c Wing 
I ltrly J<)l)~ -Croup Capta rn l, .W. Krrk 137 
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RAAF BASE FAIRBAIRN 

1 April 19·10 

31 M~y 1952 

I June 1952 
19 March 1962 
30 January 1991 

U(Jhold tmcl Eudure 

C H RONOLOGY 
- formed ill Canberril as RAAF Station 

Canberra 
- Headquarters RAAF Station Canberra 

ceased to function 
-refonned as Headquarters RAAF C mberra 
- re-named Headquarters RAAF Fatrbairn 
-<:eased to function and functions taken 

over by Base Squadron Fairbairn 

N ARRATIVE 
RAAF Sta tion C>nberra was officially c-stablishc'<l on I April 1940 under 
th~ temporary command of Squadron Leader P.G. Heffemi'tn. Prior lo the 
station's establishment, 8 Squadron, which was formed on 11 September 
1939, was ba"'-..J at Canberra. It was from this squadron thai personnel 
were pt>sted to form RAAF Station Canb~rra. 

The first involvement of the RAAF with C.1nbcrra dale'S back to 1927, 
when a temporary camp was established near the site of the present 
aerodrome a t the time of the officia l opening of Ft'<leral Parli.>ment. 

In the e.trly days of the s tation, all slt-cpong accommodation and 
messing facilities were in tents. During the early 1940s, the station w.ts a 
base for a11ti-submarinc patrols and a training school for Army co
operaHon personnel. During the period April 1 9~2-0..."Cembcr 1!143, the 
stn tion was also home to thre-e squadrons of the Ncthcrlnnds E.1st Indies 
Air Force. 



Over the yeaN, the station has been invol,•ed with many official 
functions, rer('monk~. guards of honour for mcmbcN of Parliament, the 
Royal family, royalty from other countncs, .md foreign offloal' On 
11 No\'embcr 19~ I the Commanding Officer and a d<•tachmcnt attended 
the official opcmng ceremony of the Australian War Memorial 

On 5 Augu~t 19-14 thO! station receiH'<l ,, rcJX>rt from Army '>eCUrity 
section that 500 Japan<~ pnsoners had <'SCap<od from th<' Cowra pnsoncr 
of "'"' camp, .md .1ircraft were sent to reconnoitr<• th<• country around 
Cowrlt 

On 17 October 1945 the Superfortress 11/a/t:i"X M11toldn landed nnd 
was displayed. This .1ircraft made m.my raid' ov1•r Tokyo and was 
loaned to the Commonwealth Cnvernmt•nt fur prnmotion uf thO! Pourlh 
Victory Loan. On 2 Februa ry 1946 the fi"'t 1\u-tralian·bullt Wirraway 
arrived, tn addition to L.mcastcr G for Gc·vr,l!c' (which had made 
approximately 100 raids O\'I'T Germany), ,\ Spotflrc .u1d a llampden for 
storage, waotong tra~fcr to the Australian War Memonal 

On 31 May 1952 Headquarters RAAf Stahon Canbcrra cc~ to 
function and on the followmg day Headquart''" RAA I' Canberra was 
formed On 1'1 March 1962 the name of 1-!eadquartc"' RAAF Canberra 
was changed to Headquarters RAAF Faorbaim, on honour of Mr 
).N. F.lirbaim, who was MinC.ter for Air wh~n tw <lll'd on .1n air (ril<h 
at Canberra on 1'\ Augu~l 19.\0. 

On 30 January 1991 Headquarters RAAF Faorb."m "'"' clo;.ed and thE' 
function~ w~rc taken over by BaSE' Squadron F.1irb.1irn whoch as •t•ll in 
operation. At pr<!S<'nt Fairbairn is the home to t ho: Air Power Studies 
Centr(', RAAF Staff College, Base Squadron, 28 Squ.•dron, 34 Squad"'n 
and th(' Aw.traloan Defence Porce Helicopter Scho.1l. 

COMMANDING 0Fr1CERS 
1 May 1940 
4 Augu't 1~0 
23 Scpt('mbcr 19.\0 
25 Sept~mber 1941 

28 January I '142 
27 May 1942 
22 March I 'l43 
20 May 1943 
24 Dl>ccrnbcr 1943 

-Squadron leader r.c. J l('((('m,m 
- Flight Lieutenant L. W l..lw 

-Wing Commander W.G C'<lmpagnono 
-squadron leader S.d~IJ Cnffith 
-Wing Commander I 0 MciAlughLUl 
-Wing Command~r ).N .T ~tephc~n 
- Wing C..>mmandcr B.R. Pt'lly 
-Wing Commander R.ll. Mor.\n 
- Wing Commander ).R. Pa)l<'l 139 
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II Nm ,•mb<.•r 19-H 
27 )UI) 1'1~5 

21 Ocloo.-r I <1.15 
~5 r.,bruar~ 1949 
2.5 \IMch 1<152 
II J.muary 1'155 
14 \1,1\ I q:;7 

l<l J.muan 1959 
I l>..oc,•ml'<•r 1959 

Augu'l 1%2 
1 I Novcmbt•r 19f..J 
1\ UJ.:t"l I 9(>7 

I>.'Ct•rnllt'r 1%11 
ltl Dt•n•mlx•r 1971 
22 l><'<t.'mi'<•r 1'175 
I J.II1UM) 1'177 
I~ Jun.: 19711 

<I \1.trdl 1'17<1 
In Fd•ru.tr'\ I 'lSI 
I hobruarv 1'182 
IIi Jul) 1%1 
21 J>.wrnb<'r I '1!>5 
II lA'<'i'mbcr Jl)llb 
I~ S..•plt•mbcr 1988 
211 ~t.•hruM\' 1989 

- Wing Comman..flor 11 C.trnpbdl 
-Wing Commander C. l:ltlb·llll>nlp'><m 
- Wing Comm.1nd••r) I' (.'o-tl'llo 
-Wing Command.:r D. I .C. . O.tugla_, 
- Wing <.:ommand••r lo. S 11t•nnocJ.. 
-Croup Capt.un A 0 t.,trn.•'><>n 
-Group Captatn C II St<'<'&l' 
-Group Capt.1u1 W I llnll 
- Wing CommanJt•r lll . Mu-.•ly 
-Croup Capt.tin W K llolithu 
-Gmup C.tpl.tin 1\ D C.trris-<lll 
- Croup C.tptain l.S. l',trk••r 
-Croup Captain C.). Ml"lchcrt 
-Croup Captain C.C •. llwma• 
-Croup <.:aptain I B <..r.Jtum 
-Croup Capt.tin 13.) R••vnold' 
-Group Caplalll P.) Kl'<>d 
-Croup Caplain Ill Dt.nl•t.ln 
-Croup Ctpl.un M ./\ T umball 
-Croup Captaan 'i ( Mttrhl'll 
- Group Caplaan () W Owcfl.• 
-Croup Capt., in C. J J n ..... J.. 
-Croup Capl.tin F..) 1\.tllo.l'r 
-Group Capt.tin N /. Monlgomcry 
- Group Captain J. l. llud 



RAAF BASE LAVERTON 

I March 1926 

20 April 1936 

31 May 1952 

2 June 1952 

31 M.1rch 1118'1 

CHRONOLOGY 
-I Aircraft l>.:pnt moHod from Pomt Cook 

ttl LH t.•rt()n 
-St.Jhon ll~.ldquMtl'" forml'<l .b a M>p~ratc 
un1t ~ll L..1vcrton 

-RAAf St.Jhon Lwertun <IJ'b.tndl'<l and 
ll<'•ldtJU.utc" HAAF L.wcrton formed 

- BJi>\' &J u••<lron L.n <•rton formed 
- RAAI' I),, .... .., l'omt Cook and Lwcrton 

~m.llg.lm~tl•d .1s RAAf Willlams 

NARRATIVI· 
Point Coot.. wa~ the only bas..• in Vktori.l until 1 9Z.~. wh\'n Lavcrton wa> 
opened to support the lncrca"'d workltlold 10 nymg and maintenance 
commitments. Titc Air IJ<mrd rcahM'<I tlt.tt the cll.pansion of the RAAF 
was largely dcJX•ml,•nt on thc pmvbinn and distribution of .:quipment. 
The existin>; wan•hnu'il.., and work..,hop~> .11 l'omt Cu"f.. were madc.1uate 
to scrvice the c~p.1ndmg numlw"' nf a.rcrafl rcqumng accommodation 
there. The Alf Board had al'><> d•-.co.crt'<l the ;peed w1th wh1ch 
machinery stor.'<l in UllM'JI<'<l cam"' h.1nga" .11 Point Cook wa> 
deteriorating, due to tlw dtN.' pro••m•ty to wa '"'tt•r Th" made Point 
Cook itsclf an m.>ppropriatc "tc for the growmg 'uppor1l><Juadron 

A 160-acrc s.t<' o;cvcn k•lomctfl':> north of Pomt Cook, wa_~ decmt'<llhe 
mO>t practical .. olutinn Th" land, whJ<h had ~n acqU!rt'<l on 1'121 for a 
total cost of £3528 (S705b), "•" lt>e.llt'<l b<.-hnocn (Old) C.,>elong Rood and 141 
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the mil way line in the Wcrribee Shi re, was easily accessible from the city 
Headquarters, and had the potential to hou!>l! an aircraft landing s trip. II 
was chosen for the equapment services stntion because it adjoined the 
railway line, the land was reasonably Oat and it~ms could be transferred 
by road to Poin t Cook as required. Point Cook was by this time 
functioning as an efficient and effective pilot traaning centre, and support 
for c-rews, staff and aircrnft had to be located nearby. 

A~ a Rosull of Llw Air Bourd 's decision to o:stablish a unit at Laverton, 
I Aircraft Depot wns transferred from Point Cook. TI1e move was 
completed on I March 1926, and the new depot consisted of one large 
hangar which includ<'<l the administration block. The estimated cost of 
t'Stablishing the depot at Laverton in 1923 was 000 000 ($600 000). 

ln 1928, Lavcrton became home to 1 Squadron. which had been 
reformed at Point Cook U1ree years earlier. Lwcrton was also the k'Sting 
ground for >cveral RAAF aircraft, the Wapiti, the Hawker Demon and 
the Bristol Bulldog amongst them. 

With war looming. activity at L.wcrton was s tepped up and during 
World War II the Bas<' wa~ the birthplace of some of the squ~drons which 
were to serve l~ter with distinction in the Pacific U1colre. Lavcrton also 
s.1w the formation of a paratroop training unit, an equipment training 
S<:hnol and 150 Radio Direction Finding Unit in May 1943. Many of Lhr 
units formed moved north, but Laverttm's prime functiun, th.Jt of an 
aircraft depot, continued throughout lhc War. 

The Aircraft Research and Development Unit moved to L.werton from 
Point Cook on 2!i Oct(lber 1948. 6 RAAF IIMpital moved to Lawrton in 
1949; the School of Radio moved from Ballarat to Lavcrton in 1961 to join 
the r.Jdio apprentice school already located there. 

In June 1946, Lavcrton stcppo.'d proudly into U1e jet ern when a Gloster 
Mcti!Or made it!. first flight. Shortly after, in May 1947. the firs t Vampire 
jet aircraft asscmbkod at 1 Aircroft Depot wa> flown fc>r the first time in 
Au.strJiio. The first Canberra aircraft arrived frC'Im the United Kingdom in 
August 1951, and later the first Au>tralian-built Canberra .1ircraft .1rrived 
for delivery to I AD in july 1953. With a name change in May 1952 to 
HcMdquarters RAAF Laverton, lhc S.1se continued tC'I be the starting poant 
for several aircraft types introduced to the Air Force. The firs t Australian· 
built S.Jbrc lighter aircraft arrived in September 1953 and the aircraft 
wcr<.' later commissioned into the RAAF at Laverton in August th~ 
following year. September 1955 saw the first Australa;m-bualt Wanjcel 
arrive ot Lnvcrton Base. 



l)urtn!l llw fa"'t .JQ yl!ar.> of ats opcrahon, Lwerton', lAO was 
rc:.pon'lble fur the on-rhaul and mamtl'nancc of 42 aarcraft IYI"-"'· In 
1961, a change an D.!fL'tlCC pohC)' rcsulteJ an lhL' ck,.,mg down of thl' 
aircraft repaar 'l'Chon, although aarcraft cnilan'-. wntanut'<l to be 
o• erh.lull'<l at tht• dcpc11 unbl 1961;. 

On 6 Marth 1<15-1, the 8.1~ w.1s honour,'() O) ,, 'I \It fmm llcr \laj!"ty 
Queen Elu,lbeth II Tiw,, an earher ,.i .. t an Scpt,•mber 19:1-1 O) thl' Dul-t' 
anLI Duchl'S' of GloucL-.tcr to the then n,•Jglan!: I ,aq•rtoo 13.1-c, and a 
further "'-"II by LorJ .1nd Lady Loub Mnuntb.•tt••n an 19~1>. are th<' 
recordi'J "I"" by roy.1 lty to thl' Base in it. history tn d.1te. 

The B., ....... ha"t ho!'ttrd vir;; itors rn1rn mrlny nth(•r cuuntrirs. huwevl'r. 
During the I 96th, the Uni ted Statrs Air l'orcl' ">7 W,•,\llwr R1<ennnois--.1ncc 
Squadron occupil>d '><'vera I b uildings at Ll\ crtnn. Fur ""'"Y JL<cades, too, 
the B.l~ ha' olCn>ntmodatL>d \'1'-ltO!'!. from ncaghhmanng wunlfll" 'uch ·~ 
Papua N••w (.uanca (Niugmi), Pakhtan, Malay\la .1nd New /caland, a" 
thcv ha' c cat her Ot'l'n studying or tutoring at the Ddcncc lntemahonal 
Trainang Centre.' A Of Lmguagc School, or on ''"h.lng<' In th<.• 0) mg t>r 
traanang ..qu,adruru.. Tod.1y, the me.se. .11 wvcrtcm 8.1~ permanent!} 
accommodat,• ATm),l\a• y, Au Force and trar'-'ll'nt pt.•r-onnd 

l..wl'rton tcxl,l) coml.'l> under the au>pace nf 'RA\F Walharru.', a 
change made an \llarch 1989 which S<lw Poant lool. Jnd Laverton 
.lmalg.m;,Jt~cl A' a fl">ult, ;ev.,rat asp<.'CL' of 'upport wluch had bcl'n 
duplic.ltL'<i by the two base> were able tu lw mn'><llidatt•d. The 
commcrca.lll--.ltlnn of the ca t~ring functions of llol'l' '><l ll·ldn>ai Will iam> 
has be-en nne nf U1e most noticeable change> tn the f.ace of RAAF In 
Melbourne. 

ll>c future of RAAF Wtllaams, la\'Crton B.N;,, " ccrlam to andudc an 
incrc._t~ in promincn...-e in the sou them Vic.ton.ln n .. ·w~:m AlrctuJr a nava) 
reserw unat and .ur c,>det unit opcrak fmm the B,,,.. wH•rtnn wall be the 
only fun,honal RAAF 00!>(' to remain m \llelboum~ (," RAJ\ I Willaam;;). 
Whale "'' .-r,ll dfl',lS wathan the Base's perimeter arc under an\·c-shJ;Jhon 
for ""'' ur te.>~ (indudang trn: airfield and ..om<.• "Mt•hoU'l'S), the uniL~ 
hnu>L>d ther,• art• -chc'<luk>d to >hare the Ba><• wath lleadquartcr> l.<l!,.,bC:. 

Comm.md. whach as planned to move from the caty 111" wall m"an an 

inOU\ or 900 p<.'N>nncl-cll'lhan and mahtar\' M.1ny of '"'"" will fl'<jUirc 
ne-.,. marr1cd (1\hlriC"' or c;tngle living-Ill .,ccumnmJ,ltu.m. tlnd the 
prospc'Ct Of CXpJndang the current fuclhhl., In (Mr) the unp.>ct of the 
incrc.l'cd IJa><' population as valid . 143 
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COMMAN DING O I IICIRS 

1 Ai rcraft Depot 
I \IJr<h 1'126 
l!ljJnu.m 1'12'1 
!I A pro I 192'1 
2h \ugu't 1'12'l 
2J ).Ulll.ll') I 'I~~ 

-Squildron ~Jdt•r I' A \ ldl.1in 
-Squadron I eadcr I R IJdl 
- Wing Comm.tnd~r \\ II 1\ndcN.m 
-Wing Commander A I Cult• 
- Wing Comm.1ndcr r I I Mt~.tm..ra 

HAAF Station Laverton 
20 April l'l11t -Group Captain I' II McN,mMrJ 
3U OtWlwr 1'136 -Group C.tplain I t.N. Wrlglt•y 
1·1 h!bru.1ry 1939 -Gmup (a plain AT Colt• 
~ IX'<·t•mhcr 1939 -Group Capt.1in F.W F l uk" 
2n \ lay 1'1-11 -Wing Cl\mnt.lndt•r ·\ I W.tltt•,.., 
lluly 1'1~2 - Wing Comm.mder I D. Md..achlan 
21 O.hlb<·r 1'1-12 -Group Captatn JR lk•mmg 
31l June l'l·n -Group Caplam D. \ ld <'•'" 
II St•plt•mht'r 1'1-I.J -Group C~pt.un -\C.. . C.uT 
:!ll ).1nuarl' 1~5 -Group (.aptam I I f ll,lntmund 
lll St•ptt•mht•r I '145 -Group C.•pt.11n R I .I\ I l.n .. :n 
I .·\pril 194/i -Group Capt.un (_ \\ PeMn• 
4 Nnn•mbl•r 19~6 -Group Captam C.Mcl-. llcnn· 
'lO J.mu.try IIJ'i(l -Wing Comm.lndt•r A. I· I . D.w"" 

ll eadquartcrs I{AAf Laverton 
2 J unr I 'l'i2 

Ill'""" 1'152 
2'i lull' l'l'i'i 
2'1 f,lllUJf) l'l'i7 
25 fanu.tr\ 1'11.0 
21 lunt: 1%1 
:!'ll•lllUJf) 19(.) 

I lA'<'-'rnht'r 1%-1 
I \1,11 1%:; 

I I full I'IIMt 
I ll.l.trdt 1'171 
'i Nmembt•r l\171 
l.lt•tt•mlwr I '172 
l.muMv I '171 

- Wing Commander A.F I . D.wil., 
-Croup Captain 1 R I h•mm~ 
-Group Cap1.1in A l •. (.Jrr 
-Croup Cap1.11n f I lt"h 
-Group Captam D I l. Duugl." 
-Group Captatn ·\ <... l'ttl~~:r 

-Croup Caplam I'.A l'art..er 
-Gruup Cap1.1tn Lll Wtllt.lnN>n 
-Gmup l...•pt.un ' r Qutnn 
-Group <.:apt.ttn Ill. l'lt•nl) 
-Group Captam Ill bpt<• 
-Group Llpt.lln I W \l,•wiMm 
-Group C.1p1am I.A. Whtt•·h~.lll 

-Group C.1p1.11n 1.1 illlurk•• 



• 

10 J ulv I <J7'i 
May 197M 
Jul1• 1q78 
janUM) I 'Ill() 
jul1· 1'182 
Non~mbcr t<J:W 
July 1'187 
JanuJr)' 19!18 

RAA t• Williams 
31 M.1rch l'lli'J 
April l'i'l l 
June I'J<I2 

-Croup Capt.lln R.N. l .. w,. 
-Wing Commander II R Thomas 
-Croup Captain \<lacNCII 
-Cruup Capta1n ll .j. Rowr 
-Croup Capta1n C \1 Roll 
-Croup Captain J C: G.u,•lk• 
-Croup C.lpt.un R.!\. '>lc>OI'<' 
-Croup Captain M.J R.m·hn'11n 

-Cmup C.1p1.1in I 1'. llurt 
-Croup Caplam 1.11. A'hbnK>kt• 
-Group Cnpt.lln O.l 5t••wn' 
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RAAF BASE PEARCE 

15 Octnber 1935 
10 March 1938 
1952 
1956 
1961! 
1993 

Dm'<licm 

CHRONOLOGY 
~onstTuction comm~nc<'d 

- 23 Squad ron mov<'d to Pearce 
-rl'-namcd RAAF Base I'CMCC 

-Headquarters RAAF Pearce established 
-satellite airfield at Gin Gin e>otablished 
-Republic of Singapore Air Force 

commenced training of pilots 

N ARRATIVE 
In 1928. Air Marshd l Sir john Salmond recomrn~nd~.J to th~ Australian 
Government that an air st.ltion should be set up near Perth to enhance 
the dcfcnct' capabilities of the vast State of Western AustTalin. He chose 
670 acres of rdatlvcly Aat land at Bulbbroo~. 27 milt'!> north-east of Perth. 
TI1c RAAF base was named Pearce, to commemorate the former Western 
Australian senator and Minister of Defence. Sir George Pearce. 

CnnstTuclitln cornm~nccd on 15 October 1935 and 23 (City of Perth) 
Squadron moved from Laverton to PerU1 on 10 March 1938. On I january 
1939, it was re-named 25 (City of Perth) Squadron. Another unit, 
14 Squadron, w~s f<>rmed at Pearce on 6 Fcbn1ary 1939 a, a gcnt>rol 
rccnnnaiS~•lncc/bomber squ~dron, c-quippl'CI with Hudson ai rcraft. The 
urnt flew S<..ocurity, anti·submcuinc ilnd convoy pat-rols, ilnd nuval co
operation. 14 Squadron was disbande-d on 10 Dcc<!mbcr 1945. Pearce 
continul'd as an operational ba~c unti l I junc 1952. During this time it 

146 wa.' the home (1f such opcr.•tional >quadmn; as 85 Squadron, which 

• 



operat~d 20 Sp1tf1rt'S. 85 Squ.ulroll .uriv~d at Pearce from Guild ford on 
16 Ma} 1945 .md lhl' 1r.1ining pm11ram' for the pilo~ included local 
Oying, acrobatic>, \trafing L1ncchn !'land, b.ltlle chmbs, formallon and 
low nying. ll1c 1.1s1 enlrv in the Uml ll"lnrv Rl'Cord of 85 Squadron was 
on 31 October 1114'\, ami llw n.•m.Jinm~: 1'1 Spitfir~ m<Wl-d to Oakey, 
Queen-\land, for 'lvragc. 35 (Tran'JI<Irl) Squ.1dron, wa\ f<>nncd at Pearce 
on II february 1942, and OJI<'r,Jil'<l fox Moth' .mJ 011-84 Drag!llt> until 
it mo' ed to Mayland' on f> t\pril 1942 77 Squ,tdron opcr~ted K.ttlvhawk 
aircraft until it "''" moH-d to Guildford on 16 \larch 1942, then to the 
Dan"'" area dunng july 7 (.'ommumc.lhOn Uml, 17 Rep.l>r and Sal\' age 
Urut and 5 lnlltal Trammg School ""'" ba~ at Pl'.~rce during World 
War II 

II Squadron operated Dakota,, Lmmln, .ntd 'l'PIUnl'l> out of Pearce 
from 12 No,•embcr 1950, unhl 11 mon>d to RAAF Base Richmond on 
31 May 1954 

ln 1952, a~ pJrl of a RAAf Jl<"l·w.>r r~-<.~rgams.lhon, Ba...e Squadron 
Pearce was formed to pro,•~tk b,,.,.. "'"'ICl" In 19<;(,, llcadquarlcrs RAAF 
Pearce wa~ ,-;,tabli..,hcd 

ln 1958, Australia', C.N jet tramer, the V.1mp>re, made the long trip 
across the dl-,erl from l'lllnl Cook, Victori.l, lo lake up rcsidl'ncy at 
Pearce. Advancl'<l nymg training wJ> tr.lnsferrLod to Pc.lrce from POint 
Coc.>", and Peate(' ha'J rt'mtlhwd tluo snrc ad\'~11CCd Oying Cr.Jlning t:cntrC" 
for RAAF and RAN pilots. What was once I Appl it'<.l Flying Tr.1ining 
School "'''s rl•· n.lm('(! 2 Hylns; I raimng School. Apart fn,m the Vampire, 
the school h~• opcr;ucd the Mncchi M1~.326H and Pi1,1tus PC-9 aircr.,ft in 
the p ilot lr.1ining role. l'nllowing the dl,b,mdm~nt of I Flying Training 
School in Janua ry l'l93, 2 Flymg 1 r.1ining Sehoul and the PC-'l ~lwutdered 
the responsibility of both ba'>c and advanced p1lot traininf;. 

ll1c high flying achvlly .11 f'('arc~ k<tl to till' C>tabhshment of a satellite 
airfield at Gin Gtn, 17 m1lc' norlh·Wl'SI of Peart>?, 1n 1968. 25 (City (lf 
Perth) Squadron 110w t>pcr.lll"- MM'Chi aircraft 111 the mMitime 'upport 
rote and conducts pr.~lltlroouctory fighl"r ct>nvers1on courses for 
graduates of 2 flying Traming School .md Maccho refreshl'r COUI'.l.'S. 

In 1993 lh<• fi"l Rcpubhc of SmgaJI<>rl' A.r Fore" aircraft arnved at 
Pearce to take up rt"oidcnq• llw 30 l\larchett1 <;2JI d~ alw being 
operated on the pilot tra1mng c.lpaclt}'-.1 cuncretc <>gn nf the cl~ 
dc>fence lies. The Rcpubhc of Smg.1po~ A.r Fnrce, w1th 55 staff, 
38 students and 160 m.lmlcn,lncc pcr.onnel at Pearce, takt'S ad' antage of 
Western t\ustrah.t', undullcrl>d ollr 'PolCl' and et>ml.tnl good weather 14 7 
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COMMANDING OrrtCCRS 
n r t•bru.u~ 1 'IW 
H M.uch 1940 
17 Au~:u'l l'J.lll 
'I Janu.u' 1 'I~ I 
27 \Ia) 1'1-11 
I() 0..-.:~mbt-r 19~ 1 
2() ),IIHI.lry 19~2 
20 M<~y IY·12 
2~ M,1y 1943 
2·1 <;.,ptt•mb~r 1944 
'I Apnl I'J.I'i 
I ·I 5<-plt•mbcr 19~5 
li July 1'14h 
II> Apnl 1'1-18 
2~ t;.•plt•ml><.>r 1'151 
2S AU):U'I 1<153 
3 \;c>wml><.>r JQ';J 

7 Apnl 11155 
HI IA<ccmbt>r I '1>;6 

22 ).lnU.lf)' 1%2 
H> March 1%·1 

l() ""ll"'' 1%·1 
II ),lnu,lry 1%7 
~ Otlnht•r I%'! 
21 J.mu.uy I<J71 
4 IX'Cl.•mJx,r 1'172 
20 ).1nu.1ry 1976 
lh Janu.~rv 1'171! 
1 ~ )anuM\ I '17'1 
11 ),lllU.lr\ )<181 

7 )JilU.lr) 1'1!13 
31 \1,\) 1'!!15 
I~ Ma\ 1<11!7 
121:>..-ct•m~r l'itl!\ 
5 1\.l.•rch IIJ<I2 

-Croup Caplain RJ Oruwowll 
-Squadron l£ader R. ~ .M Dallon 
-Croup Captam A.M (h.ull-.worth 
-Wing Comrrundt•r R f \I Dahun 
- Wing Commandt•r J R H<!mmg 
-Wing Commnmlcr 1.). loghtfoot 
-Group C.1p1ain P (, llcfft•rnan 
- Wing Commander 1). ~ld t\111 

-Wing Comm.md,•r S.C •. llrc.•ly 
-Group C.1ptain R.F.M. Cn-cn 
- Wing Commomlcr l{ II. llllllllJ1l>On 

-Croup Cap1.1in (,.( ll.~r1ndl 

-Croup Captaon R.ll Mnr.m 
-Cn>up C.1ptaon i\.P Ford 
-Air Commodor.- f \\ I lid)• 
-Croup Capl.1m \1 0 w.,t ... m 
- Wing Comm.mdcr C.C S..undcr.. 
-Wing Commander t II () Oro" ne 
-Croup Capt., in R II S. Da'" 
-Croup Captain I.S. P<><l,.;t•r 
-Croup C.1pt.1on D.W. MtClrlhy 
-Croup Capla1n D. I . Wil"'" 
-Croup C.• pt.• in 1·.8 Cnurllwy 
-Group Captaon A. c. M,llht·r 
- Air C<>mmodt>r<' S W. Dallywoll'r 
-Air Commodnr.• I$. Part..,•r 
-Air Comnwdorc 0 W I htchin" 
-Air Commodore JW llubbiL• 
-Air Cummodort• J$. l'uiL-.h>n·)ont>s 
-Aar Commodore "'I 1\,hwurth 
-A or Commodor~ k..J luckwl'll 
-Air Commodon• C \\ Ne1l 
-Air Commodor.• 8 .1. I.Jnt• 
-Air Corrunodorc R I' l..;•w,•rv 
-Ajr Commodon: N A. Sm1th 



Rr~llt. RAAI' 8., .... Tmd.rlrl\r; rruttt<•d to 
,·nnmttmc•t~~lt" \Vm,~ Cmmwmdrr A.R. Tmdal. lt'lto 
14'11~ llllc"f.lllf clt '''"'at Dilr~J•ur. 19 ftbnmrvl~.? 

8r•hJW: Pamnuc·n//c•uh·r/ nrclJmmc._)rfnliou, Tmcfnl, 
/mrrmnr 19bH 

I ,ft l Sqrrmln'll 
·"'1"41.-.:rmrc:rafl 
ut l'md,JI clurw.~ 
l \t'IC:t"C• llt,t.:lt 
/IIJ•Ikr", /tiJIILUl/ 
19t•S 



A11 Air Tmmmg Cory» gmduotin11 porntfr at Fdmb11rgll. 2 Srplcml•·r J 97-1 

------r~ 

•• 

... -
Air <,.c.'ll ,,-.;.:ltt" I mn:;rt ltm. It 11 lnlfltmis from \'\fil/imutnwn flil'., ttvt'r t:rfL..;t lmmd1 
OJt>-10011< rl dt"fllltlsfrrmr Nett>atslh•. May/975 





1,,,, '""·~a RAAr ~~~,o,,., bni/OI'u 



Tllr fi,...l crc·w h't llcm4Jur Au .. traiUJ's romnutmtul to lilt• tlmt,·J l\',,ft,ltJ~ ONrn·~ 
Cnllll' m l'aAt .. tn, 

A Omll(lll am·t•lfl or Uultr,/ Nallt.m~ colours, f•·lmwry F975 



c,,, .. ll/1/ Cmdll H~r~.t,., "c .. r'N't1 m th,• Umlt'\l Satrc•tt .. I r1/ri1PU""""'"'"i ' .. ,,,. "' 
"'"""''"41••//o•, Cam/"t;,,, frl•nwry JQ9.l 



111r fi"t Llm•dt•r, IVMAf. Crc•up 
OflhYr Cta11tt Slt"I".:"II"'C.m 

, .. 
~ 

f 

G,,,,,, ()jjltt'f J 1\. ,,,,,Mil, Vlfttlttl~ 

1\'RAAF. IJ \'<>l'c'ml\·r lqNl 

Arrrmjlttttmtc•'' t\l"w ~VtJfUi'f nmi!A1rotlty Hc1tsdt, Jli.'fltt mr•tlmnic: ... wurA. 011 tUI 

11ircr.1ft ,.,~1111•, iJ C'>ttobt•r 1943 



1\'AAAf nrw,ltm·,.. 

••11\'t>r/.t " '"' II 

A IVt \AI\f 
m:.ltWUt'ltt 
tlh't:lm,it: uf 
Wt•rltl W11r II 



RAAF BASE POINT COOK 

13 Augu't 1'121 
I M.trch 192h 
29 Apnl 19~0 
O.:toll('r 1911 

:10 )tuw 1'1.17 

I Augu't 11147 
15 Jum• l'lc;(l 

I )anu.uy 1%1 

31 MMdt 191!<1 

CHRONOLOGY 
-formed as RAt\f Station l'uint Cook 

- I AiccrJtl [)('pol r<··loc.lli.'<.l to l.n t•rton 
-central Ayin)l Sch<w>l fnnm-.1 
-Siahon Hcadquarlt•r-. l'<llnl Cu<'k fonnt.od 
- 1 Aying Tramtn)\ S.h<'<ll r,~hxall'<l fn•m 

l;ranqutnty 

- RAAF College forml'\1 
-Station Headquarter-. l'llonl ( t>nk n•lurm<'-l 

d' Headquarl~r-. Tr.11111n)\ Croup 
- 1 k4ldquJrtcl'!'l Tmming Cruup tl•formctl4l.., 

H.:adquorlcrs Point C<!<lk 

- Rt\AF College rc~nanwd RAM' t\cad<•my 
- Headquarters an.t lla"'-' S.]uadrun l'uinl 

Cook disband<'<.!; ~fnrnt,-d ,,., Pt>il>l Co.,).. 
Base, RAAF Wllhams 

- 1 Jeadquarters Trammg Comm.md fom'ed 
al Point Cook 

NARRATIVE 
Cradle nf th.: Rnyal Aw.trahan Air Force, Poanl Cook ""~ d>o-.en in 
<Xtobcr 1•111 Ill be the stt(' of the Commonwc.lhh Gnvcmmcnl'• newly 
c;,tabl"hl'\1 Ccntr.ll Flying School. When the ltr..t m••mlx•r.. of the 
A\'l.lhun Jn,tn"linn.tl Staff .trriwd In t.ll.l' up rl.''ld<•nw th.: pl.tcl.' wa> 
734 acr('<; nf bare land and 1l was not until july I'l l 'i th.lt .lCcommooation. 149 
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hangars and workshops, sufficient tu house o il personnel and •~1uipment, 
had been constructed. 1111! firs t training a ircmft was i\ Bristol Boxkite ilnd 
it w.1s in this machine that the mitial intake of pupi ls learned tu ny. The 
starting date of that historic course w~s 17 August 1914, ie!;S than two 
Wl>ek!. aft~r Britain tkclarl'd war on Germany. Lieutenant Richard 
Williams, who would become known ilS the 'F'athcr of the l~AAF', was 
the ftrst man to graduate. By 1916 th~ famous Mesopotamian Half Flisht 
i\1\0 thre-e squadrons of the Al"lr,llian Flying Curps hnd been formed a t 
Point Cook. Around 90 officer> qu.1lified as pilots during World War I, 
going on to serve with the Austmlian Flying Corps (AFC) in France and 
th!' Miudle Ea>t. One tlf thc.e pilot,, Lieu tenant F.ll. McNamara, won the 
Victoria Cross in the Sinai [)(-,crt. 

The men of the AI'C were demobilised upon return to Australia in 
1919 A short-lived Australian Air Corps (AAC), which had Iilli~ to uo 
but run the Central Fly•ng S<:hool, wns fom1cd in 1920. Both the AFC ,1nd 
the AAC were simply branches o l the Austril ltJn Military Forct'S but on 
U1e la>t day of March 1921 the embryonic Australian Air Fort-e was 
~t~blbhcd as an indc~nucn\ S<:rvicc In Augu~t th01\ year it btx~mc \he 
Royal Australian A1r ~orcC'. Appropriately, the fcrst RAAF station, 
consisting of I Flying Training School ond 1 Aircraft Depot, was formro 
at P(llnt Cook. A tot.ll uf 15 llfficcrs and 123 a•m•cn, under the command 
of Squadron Leader W.H Anderson, manned the stal"i<ln. The Base had at 
1ts disposa l 20 Avro S!HKs. 10 Sopwith Pups and 6 Fairev seaplanes. with 
a further 128 Avro 50~Ks. Royal Aircraft Factory SE 5s and de llavilland 
Dll-<ls in storage. !nose machinl'S, plu~ m~ny vchicl~ and spare part., 
were dona ted by the British Government. 

fhc cadet trainmg scheme was introduced m 1923. Suitable 
l"amlidatc. PmbJrked on a 12-month course .1nd graduates wen.' offered 
~hurt 'crvkc commiS>kms in the RAAF or t11~ RAF. By the ou\brcak of 
World w,, r II hundreds of young men had passed through the flying 
tr.lining school The ~raduates included .many who were soon to 
di~tinguish thcmsdve> in b~tlle, such ,,s V•ctoria CI'OS$ winners Hight 
Lieutenant Bill Newton and Wing Commander Hugh EdwMds (RAP). 
l)uring thio period of gradua l e>Cpansion, ground training conhnuc..:l and 
rcfrcslwr courses were run for Lhe benefit of both civilian ond Air Force 
pilots. A six-week sur\'ey of the Australian coastlin~ by Wing 
Cl>mmamler S.). Goble and Flight Lieutenant I. E. Madnty~. the Or..t 
circumna\'ig.ltion or the continent by nir, was JU~t one o( many important 
n .ghts emanating from the sta tion. 



Point Coo~·s mo't rapid ~:rowth nccurnoJ after th~ declaration of"'"' 
on 3 Scpt,•mbN 193'1. \ ""'tly l'\J'andL'<l trainin): proy;ram schnc>led 
puptl' m flyu1)\, na\ tj;atum, rt-c<lnnJ"'''"c~. "1\nallin~ armaments. 
nper.1ticm' .1nd ilhtruchnn. Untlt•r tht• I mplrl' Air I raining Scheme, 
many nl'w <quad ron-; Wl'f<' fom1t"1 .md (,r~al l:lnt.un Wd' 'uppht-d wtth 
a stead) now of tr.ltm'<l alfll'l'" for thl' bombml\ offcru.ll'e al\ainst 
Germany Statton ll!'adquartl'l'- l\11nt <.:ook "•" <">tablished m Ot-tob~r 
1941 to co-ordmatl' lh<' nt•\\ .wh\ tty !7:111 pll<lt' gr.ldU,lll'<i from the 
flying tramm): -.chool bl'fnrt• lh<• t•nd oltht• 1\ Jr. wmmng for themselves 
an ennable reput.lhon lnm1 1\:cw t.uuwa h> '\urth A Inca 

Dunng and aft<•r tht• I\ .1r m.1n) urut' cam<• inh> being and man~ 
otht.!rs wer~ reformt.'\t, r'"··n~untr.oc.l ur rt•~JclCdtl"C.f Fh·an~ tr .. unmg at Pomt 
Cook iool.. on ,1 pll'thnr.l uf gut'>l-., bt•m~: .ll \'Jrtnu~ hrllt~ under lhl.' 
ccmtrol of I Si'rl'i<l' Fhm)\ 1 r.ltntnl\ S.hn••l I \pph<oJ Fh•mg Traming 
Sehoul 0\n,i I B.Nc Flytn)\ Tr,unm~; S.:htK•I I Flpng T rarnmg Sch<>ol. 
knuwn for mc,.,l of tht• w.lr ·'' I Si'n Ill' llvmg Trammg School. was 
re-designated I i\ppl«'tl flpng Tr.unrnl\ Schtk>l tn 1952 In 1958 tl 
transferrt.od 10 P~an,;t•, Wt."t .. 'rn AlL'tlr.:tlia, wht'n' tl bt.~ .. lm(' k.nown a~ 
1 Ad,·antL-d Flying I r,lintng Xh<lul lh1• ,,1m<.' H'.U, I B.bic Flying 

rr.Hntn)\ SchtK>l arrJVl'<l •• t ""'"' Ctl<lk from Ur.ln<JULnt)'. In 1969 1 Basic 
Flying Training 'ichtkll r<..,unwd the m.1nth.o ol I Flyin~: Tr.uning School 
and I i\dvanc<oJ FIV"'Il Tr,tillln)l 'ichcx1l "'·" n•-nanwJ 2 Flytng Traming 
School I Arr Performance Untt muvcd 111 l'omt Coo~ m September 1946; 
it was r<~nam<>J i\~rnaft Rt"!<•arch .mJ IJ«velopnwnt Unit (ARDU) m 
Scptcmb<>r I'J.I7, muvt•d lu ""~•·ton in I'J.I8 .md lh~n W EUinburgh, 
South Au~lralia, in I 'In Tlw nld t'~ntr.1l rJyln); School, rem,·,,mnt<<d In 
1'14() but abst•n t fnun Poult Ctlnk for must of llw w.u yea", retumed 
briefly in 19...14 bcfun.~ moving h') it' 11l1W h<m'l" at Fa~t Sal~. 

RAI\F Collcgt:' wa' ,.,,,,bJi,Jwd Ill 1'!17 .lnJ '''-Unl<'ll the rule uf <.1det 
instructinn from I I lying I r.1in1n)\ Schnt1l rhc lll'W COilf'<' had the 
character o( .1 modl•rn una' t•r,aly L-duc .. ll lnn, 1.1'11111~ fur four year ... and 
aiming tn prmi..lc gr.tdLMt(.., wtth ,11hnrnul\h grnundu1g m the pnndpl~ 
of air ptn<cr and th,• ,~rt of lt'd<lt•r,htp, •• W<•ll "' th<'<>tl'hc,,J and pracbcal 
Oying tramin)\ In J.mu.trv I'll>! Ri\AI' C.nlh.<g<• b.-came the RAAF 
Academy, gradual<" nnw fl'Cl'l\ "'ll a B.!chdor ol Scwnc:c d<,;rc~ 
apprO\ I'd by the Unrq•r..tlV nll\1clboumc. 

RAAF Stall Coli<·~:~"'" l<lrm<>J dt t\lb<•rt l'ar~ m I'WI.md tran,f~rrtoJ 
tc> Pomt Coo~ lh<' "'"'l' 1 ''•" llll' Stoll! Collegt• "·" C<>nCell ed .1, an 
mshtut<.' to grlk>m -.('ntor c>ffl(Vr- fm futur" cumm.mds. It mon-d to 151 
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Canberra in 1%0. Also in 19~9 the Avia tion Medical Section of Station 
Headquarters Point Cook, and ll1c M~dica l Training Section of 6 RAAF 
llospital, Lwerton, merged to form the School of Aviation Medocine. 

1l1c list of training aircraft employed at Point Crn_)k 1wcr the years is a 
long one. ll1e major pre-war types included Avro Cadets, Westland 
Wapi tis and Avro Ano;ons. The ubiquitous Tiger Moth was the mainstay 
of th~ flying training school during World War II, augmented by 
Wirraway>, Wackell Trainer!. and Airspl'<-'<1 Oxfords. Thc Tiger MoUth 
and Wirraways soldiered on into the 1950s until replaced by the Win1ecl. 
which l!lltcrcd scrvke in 1955. ll1c New Zealand-built CT -1 Airtraincr 
began repladng the Winjt~l as tho: basic trainer in 1975. Exampi<'s of lh<' 
Togcr Moth, the Wirraway and the A~rtraincr, as well as many other tyjX>s 
used by the AIT Puree, are on display a t the RAAF Museum, inaugurated 
at Point Cook in 1952. 

Point Cook, like tlw Air For«" on general, has undcrg,1ne many 
changes in recent years. In 1986 the RAAf Academy clost'CI to make way 
for the tri-service Australian Defence Forces Academy in Canberra. 
RAAF College was re-established to prepare graduates "f the academy 
for scrvoce on the A or Force. In 1993 an era came to an end when 1 Rying 
Training School was closed. 

On 31 March 1989 RAAF Williams was formed, mcorporating both 
Pomt Cook and l~werton. Sad though it is that Australia's oldest Air 
Force station is nu longer ,on autonomous unit, it is filling that it should 
be p.ut of a new >tntion naonL'<i for the firs t man to graduate from Ccntr• l 
Flying School so many years ago. 1111~ Base continues to function under 
the umbreila of RAAF Wi ll ianc~ and the RAAF Museum, RAAF College, 
institute of Avi>lion Medicine and o ther lung cstablishcoJ schools remain. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
Nowmbcr 1941 
April 1'l+l 
September 19+1 
February 1!145 
November 1 '145 
Fcbru,ory 1947 
September 1 q52 
january 1953 
October I \155 

-Croup Captain R.S. Bro1vn 
-Wing Commander H.R. H,1Tding 
-Croup C1ptain R.E. Dupont 
-Wing Commander N. Ford 
-Croup Captam R.B Burrage 
-Cmup C1plain E. B. Courtney 
-Air Comm()dore A.M. Murdoch 
- A or Commodorl' E.G. Knox·Kmght 
-Air Commodore T.A.B. Par.;t>IJl' 



Drt:rmlwr 19.1'; 
)anuar"\ I% I 
JanuM\ 1%(1 
May 1%8 
Fcbm.ll) 1970 
)anual) 1'172 
F~bniM) I 977 
M.uch 1'17'1 
t~bru.lr\ 19!l2 
)nnual)• 1'11:\4 
M.1y 1987 
Ociobcr I ~~~ 

-Arr Comnwdort' W.ll. C~nng 
- Air Commodore " R.) l'ar.on~ 
-lur Commodore C r R,.._od 
- A1r Commodore I f . Lu'h 
- Atr Commodore D W ( <>l•1uhoun 
-Aif Commodore I. \\ 1 onkm 
- A1r Commodore ) .1\ WhrtchcJd 
-Air Commudnro:> I'.) Rt'<-.l 
-Air Commodorl' ·\ R 1{<'('<1 
- A If Comnwdrlrl' R.J W.lhh 
-Air Commod!lfl' R.R. T.tyl<-. 
- Air Commoourc K.H 111,1k~N 
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RAAF BASE RICHMOND 

3() Jww 1925 

I Janu~ry 1'136 

20 July 1936 
I April 1952 
2 Febru~ry 1987 

July l<J'J2 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed 

- 2 Aircmh Dcp"l formed 

-St.1 tion I l<:adquartcrs formed 
- Headquarters Richmond rt'form<'<l 

- Headquarters Air Lift G roup fom1cd 
-2 AircrahDcpot re-organi~-...i as 503 Wmg 

NARRATIVE 
RAAF Base Richmond was t'SI<lblisht>d in 1925. rhc silt•'s connt'Ciion with 
military av1ahon goes back to 1916, wh•m the New South Wales 
Gm•,•rnmeJ1l ><:I up a school to train pilots lor the Auslraljan Flymg 
Corps The arc.1 was then l..nown as J-lam Common. 

R1chmond'~ first ~uadron, 3 Squadron, with DH-9 light bombcn. and 
SE-~ scouts, arrh•ed on 20 July 1925 and was under the command ol 
Flight wcutcnant F.W. Lukis. For the next 10 years, tl1c wmm.mdcr ol 
3 Squadron wa, also Uw B.1..e Commander and it wa, not until 20 Apri l 
1936 that Station 1-1<-adquartcrs Richmond was establlshl'd, utilising 
personnel from 3 Squadron and the recentlv fom1cd 2 Air~raft Depot. 
Group Captain A.T Cole was the Commanding Officer. 

lktwecn l'l23 and 1936 Richmcmd was used as a 'upplcmcn1<1ry ch~ l 

mrhcld lor Sydney and played host to a number ol famous Oicrs. 
including ChariL>S Kingsford-Smith and Miss Jean Uattcn. 

Wh~n war wns decl~rcd on 3 September 1939, Richmond's ~lrcnglh 
I 54 mdudl'<l the following squadrons: 3 Squadron, Oymg I bwkcr 0.'mons; 



6 .1nd 22 Squadn1n;,, Oymg Avn> Ansons, ~nd 9 Squadron, nying 
~agull>. In 1'1-10, 3 Squ.ldron transft•rrt'<.l to the Middlt' Ea~t when~ it 
scr>•l'<i as an Army co-op<•rallon unit. 6 S..lll•ldron, rt.'-<.'<JUipped 1\lth 
Lockheed Hud<;(ln,, dcparll'<l fc>r th~ Panfor on I<J42 and saw .1ction in 
New Ontain ,1nd 'll!w Cuml'•' 

Two of lht• squ.1dron' formt'<l at Rochnwnd dunng World War II. 
11 and 38 Squadron~. ar.• ,hJJ n, ong. 11 <;qu.ldrtlll ~·In IJf~ In Septl>rnber 
193Q with two Emp~rt• rt) 11111 ll<>.~t' ,,,_.fort• ~raduahng to Catahna> on 
1942. It "'"-' d"b.tndl'<l on I'HI> but r,•tomwd .11 Pt'arcc m 1'150 and 
continued m 11~ ongmal rult> uf manhnu• rt•n>nmu<..sanet,. Dy 195-1 11 was 
bact.. at RKhmond ll\'lng l.o~elo.ht'<."<.l '\~plum.., Since 1%.'1 lh<' -quadmn 
has bl-..n baS<'<.l on f'dmburgh, So;>ulh Au,tr.>h.>, wh<'n! 11 op;:ral~ 

Lockheed Onorb 38 Squadron w.h ,-.tabh,ht'\.1 m S..•plo:>mber 19-13,tlvtng 
Hudsons. In 19+1 11 took dt•ll\t•ry of ''' foN D.IL.ot.>s and blog.m 
op;:ratoon., in lh<' P.K,fic out t>f Ar•h<'rf1dd. Qu,-..n.,land It m;untatll<'d a 
councr -,cr>ICl' to l•>pan lhroughuul 1'1·17, w.o' tn &rim for the mrlift on 
1948 and in 1950 'upporll'<l anh·tcrror"t op;:rabolh on Malaya. The 
S<JUadron wa~ 'l'-l'<J'"PP""I woth C..ribnu' in l'liH and lhl' en;;umg vear; 
hav~ seen it!, prt~Cn<.:c m Vu.•hl.lm, T1mur, Po1putt Nt•w GUJnea, lndi~ and 
Pakistan. A dl'lachmenl "shll b.t-.xl .tt Roch"'ond, whcr~ ot conhnutos to 
engage in dis.1ster r<'lief on atfdlll\lll tu il' nnrm.1l t.~ttic,J I Iransporl dutk-,. 

Richmon<l's twin I lcrcull-. '<Jihtdruns, ~ and 37 Squadrons, .tiM> 
originated dunng World W.~r II 36 Squadron wa' formed at Lavcrton in 
M.uch 1942 .1nd n~w DC-2s .1nd D.1~otas m N~" Guonea. 37 Squadron, 
,,lso ,ost.•blislwd ,,, L..wcrhm. "l'''r.ot<'d U.ocJ..hl'\'d Lodc>tar, .1nd then 
Dakotas thrnughout tlw South l'.•cilic. lltllh lh<'"' -qu,lllrom. were in 
Songapore to l'VdCuntc lornwr prison~"' of war Jn Aut;ust 1'146 the-se 
units, tugd1wr with 38 Squ.,.1ron, l!'lrnwd KC. (Tr.msporl) Wing at RAAF 
Schuficlds. 37 Squ.>dron was di,b.Jntf<'ll in 1'1~8 .1nd 86 Wing in 196-1 but 
bulh refomwd 111 l.ll<'r Y""'"'· 1!1 .md 111 'i<]uadmns 111\WI.'d In Rochmond in 
1\149 and 37 Squadron "'·" rt·· r,JN'<.I tlwrc nn 21 h:bru.u} 1966. 'l(, .1nd 
37 Squadrons .Jr<' curr<•ntlv bn'<•d al R1<hmond while 38 Squadron moved 
to Amlx•rh~·y 111 1'1'12. 'll> 'i<ju,Jdrc>n to"k Ul'11\ cr> c>l ''' fi,-,t C-130A 
Hl'rcukos 111 1'1'i<J .1nd 37 Squadrtm "'•'' rt~Jt'llv.tll'<l in l'lt,f> to "!"'rate the 
n(_')W i:. model Both ""JlMdrcm' \\'l'r\."10 tlthcm cluran~ lht.' Vu.~tn.lm cnnnlct .. 
flying "cl.. and woundl'<l '>C>Idll''"' out nf tlw "'tr J:Onl', and both 1wre in 
Darwin 111 1'17~ prt>ndong aid lor th~ L>Chms of Cwlone 'Tracv' 
36 Squ.1dnm comert<'<l tu t1w 'II' moxie! C-130 on 1978 and on 1'1!14 
clocked up 200 000 ac.:•d<•nt·fr"" Onng hou,., un the Hercules. 155 
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n11• latest additions to Richmond's inventory arc Boeing 707 jet 
transports. Two of th~>se aircraft, ~x-Qa11tas, were purcha;,ed i11 1981 and 
made up 33 Flight. 

On tl1c administrative <ide, the Base has undergone a good deal of rc
organis.1tion since World War II. Tht> rwming of the s tation '''as 
streamlined with tl1e fom1ation of Headquarters Richmond and Base 
Squadron in April 1952. In February 1987 HeJdquartcrs Richmond 
bec.1me Headquortcrs Air Lift Command and Base Squadron was r...
named Base Support Wing. 86 Wing. mcorporating 33. 36 and 37 
Squadrons, was re-t>Stablishcd the same monU1. A new Queen's Colour 
was pro:-sented Ill the RAAF at Richmond in 1983 and in l<lS8 the Base 
hosted tlw highly successful Bicenknnial Air Show. This was followed by 
Lh" RAAF'; 70th Anniv"n;.1ry Air Show in 1991, a yea r which also saw 
the C-114.)~ attain 500 000 .1ccident·fr~>c Oying hours. 

Richmond 's future as an RAAF baoe was under,, cloud in the early 
1990s as the Service fac!.'<l budgetary cutbacks and governments 
dclibcr,ltt'\.1 on tl1e si te of Sydney's C<1nlrovcrsial second airport. With an 
apparently firm d~c•sion to bu1ld tl1e new ~irport at B3dgery's Creek, 
Richmond looks set to continue as the hub of Australia 's military 
tr.1nsport and ci1•il disaster relief force. As ~~cntly a, january l\1\1~ the 
Base again d,•monstrat~'<l th~ vital part it ploy~ in the rcgi<1n when its 
C- l30s undertook operation. to contain tl1c sprc,\d of the Syd1>ey fires. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
20 April 1936 
10 january 19JS 
I October 1940 
13 August 19·11 
May 1'142 
2J May 1942 
17 February 19-13 
29 August 19+1 
2:1 April 1945 
21! February 1946 
27 October 1948 

21 February 1951 
2 December 1953 
21 November 1955 

- Croup Cap~Am A.T Col•• 
-Group Captain II. F. DeLl Rue 
-Group Captilin D.E.L Wilson 
-Wing Commander j. Al~xandcr 
-Croup C.•ptllin F.W. SchPrgcr 
-Group Ci!pt;,in P G. Heffernan 
- Wmg Commander H.T. Hammond 
-Group Captain W.j Duncan 
-Group Captain S.F. Kearn~y 
-Group Captain K.Rj. Parsons 
- Wing Commander E.G. Fylc 
-Group Captain tU IS. Davis 
- Croup Captain W.H. Caring 
-Air Commodore). Alexander 



3 Apnl 1'157 
I fdm•ary I '!65 
17 Apnl 1%7 
.j 'vto l'<'h l'INI 

2'1July 1%'1 
2..'i <Xtot>cr 1 'In 
2 Scptcmb<•r 197-1 
6 february 197(> 

1 6J~nu.uy 1'179 
9 0<.-cembcr 1981 

15 j.1nuary 1985 
2 February 1'1117 
2 Feb ruM)' I 'J<JO 

- Air Commodore C.W Pearce 
- Air Commodore O.l..G J)''"BI•" 
-Air Commodor<' KS. I lcnn<>cl. 
-Au Commodore C r lk.>J 
- A•r Commodore II 0 \l,t,..,h 

-A•r Commodor<' J.W 1-lubbll' 
- Air Commodore R.A <icult 
-Air Commodore G.C.. M1thacl 
- Air Commod<>rt' I 13. Gratum 
- Air Commodor.• S.5.N. W.ll'>{>n 
-Air Commodore 1.1<. Gordon 
- Air Commodorl' ).L Mltdu•ll 
- Air Commodt>rl' S Cl.~rl.,• 

BI BLIOGRAPIIY 
Roy fan«·. l> . ; llf /I.N Rr,/mn•~t•/. RAAF a....- Rochm<>ntl, I'NI . 
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RAAF BASE Tl N DAL 

194-1 
1970 
11 March 1989 

CHRONOLOGY 
-;:onstruction completed 
- n'-construclion of airfield completed 
- RAAF Base Tindal officially opened 

NARRATIVE 
Originally known Js Carson's Aorficld, Tindil l was planned during World 
Warn, and constructed between 19-12 and 19-14. It was to be one of three 
airfields between Katherine and Daly Waters designed to operate heavy 
B-24 bombers, but no aircraft squ.1droll$ were based there dunng World 
War II, and the Base was never used operationally. The Base was re
namcJ after Wing Commander A.R. Tindal, the Commanding Officer of 
24 Squadron, who was killed in action in 1942 during the first japanese 
air raid on Darwm. 

Betwl'Cn 1963 and 1970 the airstrip at Tindal was re-constructed and 
extended by more than 300 officers and men of 5 Airfield Con$tnoction 
Squadron, at a cost of seven million dollars. Tindal was then a bare base 
acting as a back-up airfield for Darwin, and after the departure of 
'i Airfield Constructitm Squadron, wros uSt.>d only for cxercil>t.'S, both by 
the RAAF and Army. TI1c Base was initially manned by several ,1irfield 
defence guards for sccmity, but later two civilian caretakers were 
employed to do> this work, as well a~ attend to the maintcnanc~ of 
buildings ,md asseL<. 

In 1982, Tindal was named in preference t'' Da rwon as the base for the 
llurnets. Its advantngcs arc str.ltcgic. operation,• I and envi ronmental, and 
it offers almost limitk>ss potential for development. Over 300 kilumctrcs 
inland, and outsid<> the cyclone belt, it is a secure base for operations and 
for support of other bases on the north and norlh·wcst of Australoa. 

Located 15 kilometres south of Katherine•, Tindal covers an area of 
122 square kilomctr~. and is II times l.1rgcr than RAAF Base Ambcrlcy, 
previously Austn1lia"s largest base. A particularly harsh clim.1tc is 
charactcriscd by penodic heavy rain$ during th<- hot huomd summer, and 
warm lo hnt rainless conditions in the winter. 

Tinda l compri.-;cs all facilities nect!Ssary to Opt'rate and maintain a 
fighter aircraft squadron, including support functions, accommoda toon 



and llll"""l:· l'.tCihht., .N,ociatcd wttb Oymg operation!> tndud~ an air 
traffK control cent~. control tower, sophi~hcated tommumcabons centre. 
fi~ ~talton and Sl!arch and rescu~ f.1dhty A1r mu1 <'ml·nt c.1rgo and 
passcngcr f.lcohltt>:> h;n c been buill clo;e to lh<' '''"ling t.""' ay Supp<>r1 
faciloltc<. for the aorcraft comprise aircraft maonto'n.lnu~ hanga,.,, Jl'iallon 
fuel ~turag<'. wnrl.shops and stort><;, offit<.., .1nd dtnmg fauhlte., an 
F I A-18 fhght .,on\Ulator; 75 Squadron He.ldquarkl'>, urdn.mcc ~toragc 
and an Cn);ont: t<>:>t f.1cility. The de1·clopmcnt al-...> mdud<>:> a base 
hc"dqu~rh.'r.t, m,lmtcnancc workshops, polk\.-• "tt'r\'ln'""', (Jdhlit."S for 
grounu dcfcn<:c .md mt'l.liml/dentaltreatmcnt and,, pnlicc dog romplex. 

Rt:>idl'tltl.t l .tccomonodatton on the B.N! comprtS<'• both ,;nglc 
quartcro, anu hou"Cs for married personnel Addltiun.t l hclu'il's hove bt'(!Jl 
built off tlw b.l'l.' .1t Katherine. The <ln·bolSl' r<;;,cdcnlt,J I an~a hao, bt'Cn 
planned .~round the community ccntr<', which prcwiu<.., a ft)(;ll' for off
duty aclt\·chc' lltc smgle accommodatum untb ar,• hnktod to covered 
parkcng .1re." and the centml mes>es by tO\ er,'tl walkway.,, gll·ing 
prot<"< hun fmm 'un and ram. m the commumty cl'ntn•, lco.,ure actonht"> 
ha1·e been catcrt-d for wtlh the pro1•ision of a gymn.Num, '<JU·"h couru., 
Ooodht t~nn" courb, playing fields ant! a 50-metre 'wonuncng pool. A 
f.1mcl)· 'tori.', po-.t~l.lnd banl..ing iacilihe>, a ,n.ld. bo1r and '<'rvocc .. tatoon 
,,re al-.o oncludl'<l 

Ri\AI· Ba..c lcndal wus officially open<'<~ on 3t March 198'1 b) the 
Prinw Mcnbt<•r, Bob llawkc, a> the new line uf dcfcnt\' for north~m 
Au;tra lia, and wntinuc' operations today"' on,• uf tlw mtl'ot important 
defence b.hc>s to hi.' developed in i\ustr.11io m many dcc.ult''· 

COMMANDING OFFIORS 
July 1'188 
Juh 1990 

JanUM) 1'194 

-Croup Captacn P.C. Nolhol'(.m 
-Croup Captam llJ.S Mou~ll 
-Croup C.tptain C R Lt.'\' 

JS<J 
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RAAF BASE TOWNSVILLE 

CHRONOLOGY 
[,ulv I'IW -Carbull A•rl•t:'ld, Tm''"'''ll~. lrJn,fcrrcd 

lo Dcpartm<•nl 111 1).-f,•nn• 

~ \f,w 1'1~1 -"'orthem Aro.'a He.ldqu.~rl''" R,\AF 
form\'l.l 

I~ J.lntMr) I'H2 -:\orthem An!.l llc.ld,luMicr- RAAF 
re-named t'-:orlh·F,I•Icm ArcJ 
Hca"-lquarh.'F't 

2·1 I.>..'Cemlx•r 1'1-12 -Siahon H .. adquMI\'f', I"""" die, 
rl' .. nllml.-J 2..l Opl'r._,fiunJI U,lo,t• Umt 

I<; l.l.'Ct'ml"l\•r 1'14•1 -23 Oper.lhnn.ll U.IS<.' Unil dbb.mdl•d and 
RAAF Sla lum G.ubu ll lurnwd 

I ).UlU.U) Ill<; I -RAAF Slalion Cnrhull r•~tMflll'<l RA1\F 

I June l'll!b 

Town'' illc 
- HC",ldqLMth't't I~AAI I nwn ... villt• {,\mll'd 

m name only 
-North·E.hlcm \rc.l ll,•,ldqu.ut.-,... 

di_<b.lnd•'<~ .lnd llc.ui<JU.Uie,.., R\ \f 
Townsville''''",,,,,, 

-lleadquartt•rs TO\\"'\ tlh.• n ..... n._lmt.>d 
llcJdquo~rl<'"' T,ldu:.ll r r.m,f"lrt 
Gmup 

- Headqu.ulo!r- T.ll hr.ll r r,11\,f"lrl 
Cn1up n ...... n;lffil''-1 I k~H.Iqu,lrtl't' 
Op\'ration.ll SuppNI Croup 



NARRATIVE 
Dunng O.:tober 1940, the first RAAF a.rcraft new mto thl' newlv 
~">tabh,hi.'<l R1\1\F Stahon Garbutt-nami.'<l ,,(t,•r (,arhutt Bruthcr., a firm 
ol butchi.•r. who h.1d larg~ slaughtt'nng yJrd' m th<· .tr<'•' rarl}' m 1939, 
no:>gohahon.' h.1d bi.ogun ~tween the Town>' tilt• Tuwn luunctl and the 
Dcp.>rtmcnt of lntent>r to transfer the .wn><.lrt>ml' oll t..trbutt to the 
IA•partnwnt nf Ddcnre. The acquL"tion "''" );olll'tlc<l nn 12 Dccembt;r 
1940. ].,..,, th.ln ,, w.tr later, the cnn>tructwn uf thr<'\' 'i.'.tlt'\1 nmways. 
~ach of .5000 1<'<'1, had lx'<'n a pprovc>J .tnd stMI<•d 

1l1c wnrl.. was completed shortly bdon• tlw Mriv.tl uf the ft,....t 
e lemcnh of the ~th Air l'orce, United Stall'S i\rmv ;\ir h>rn• (USA A F). m 
February 1<1~2. During the month, wnrk <"c>mnwnn ... l nn ,, nurnb<•r of 
~tcllitc olirfidd' tn ami around Town.,\'ille 

C.cncr.ll Order M, tssued from Headquarters Alh<od Air Furn•s on 
14 NoH•ml:x•r 1'1·12 bv Lleutenant C..•nt•ral (, (. J...cmw~ , Cnmmandcr 
.\lhl'<l .\tr forn..,, Suuth·W<o;t Pacific Are.l, pl.1n'<l 'Carhut ('ic) Field, 
Town.wlll<• under tht• control ol the Comm.1mimg (.t•""ral Air Sei'\'1Cl' 

C11mm.1nd, hlth Atr force, in.o,ofur "-'all flymg olCIInll<" .trt• wncem<'<l 
Stahon I h.oadqu.trkr. Townsnlle, hmw\ cr. furmtoJ at th,• lx11mmng <•f 
1'1-12, rcm.lln<oJ under the command,,( '-lorth·E."I•·m \rc,l. RAJ\~ 

In M.uth 1<142, two RJ\AF lighter squadron• f<>rmL'\1 .It f(AAF St~ttnn 
G.1rbutt bl'fnr<' mm tog north to llpf>O'l' th•• l•'P•'"'"'' in l\1puJ 
Town!tViiiC' W.l" raiiJed on three occasion~ by jtlp,10l'~l1 ltm);-f·'"g~ nying 
boats ba'"d 111 Hab.1ul. Antkurcrnfl fire Jnd piloh of tht• USAAF'> $th 
l'ightcr Croup t•ng.•g~d lhl.' intruder on <till' of th,..,,. r.~id~ numbs 
droppl.'d cau-.·d 111111.' or nu d.1magc. 

In M.1y I'J.Il. oltrcrJit of tl1e USJ\AF', 19th t.mup h,,"•d olllowns,•illl' 
flt•w il numl'<•r of mi'"Clns oli;.UOSl lht' japJnC'><' Owt 111 thl' L!.Jttlc of lnc 
CurJI S..•a. On mw "''"mn, IJ.J7 Aymg rortrt"'"" of tht• H~th Arm<od 
Reconn.lt'"'nn• 5.ju.1dron m•>tonl.. th" heJ\ y .:rutx•r ,111•/r,,lln f<>r a 
)apant ...... b.lttlt ... htp Jlld dropped the1r OOmho.. f<>rtUnJtd\' WithOUt 
'tiC((~ .. . 

RA.\f olllll lJSAAI Ullll>. nperat~'<l out uf h""'" tilt• unhl thl' ~nd uf 
the_. war m thl! Pi.1cifu.:. Amongst the ~uppClrt umh lht•rt.> wt•rt! twn .-ur 
depot Jo:HUIP'· two Jtr -upport grOUP', il numbt•r of r.td.u ,t,llion.,, il 

rep.1tr .1nd o;.1h oljo;l.' untt .md 'unJry othl'f umt' At th h<•tght. the ~th Atr 
Force uq . .;.1na""'lt'<.m ,,t Tnwns,·ille wa., 'om.• uf thL• lolt).;l'''d .lir -..cr\ acmg 
baSl"l out'ldt• th<· Umttod Sta tes'. 16 1 
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Early in 19"il, I~AAF Station Garbutt, now tlw home nf the Lincolns uf 
ll1 (General Rt!Connaissance) Squadron, was r~~n,1med RAAF Townsville, 
and shortly after recdvcd its first intake of National Service trainees. In 
0..-cember 1956, Headquarters RAAF Towns\•ille was acti,·atcd, replacing 
it~ predecessor, North-E.tstcrn Area Headquarters. 

In the years to 1977, RAAF Townsville saw the departure of 
lO Squadron to RAAF Edinburgh, and the arrival of 35 Squadrcm, 
<'<)Uipped with Caribou and Iroquois helicopters. ln 1979 the RAAI"s 
Combat Survival Training School r<.~located to RAAF Townsville, and in 
198'1 27 (City of Townsville) Squadron, Citizen Air Force, was forml'CI. 

TI1c late 1980s saw the sta rt of a rc-organbation within the I~AF 
whtch was to result in great change'S to RAAF Townsvi lle. rhe Base 
b<>came the headquarters for the RAAF's tactical transport force; 
Headquarters Townsville was disbanded, with the Base Commander's 
responsibilities being transferred to the Comm,mding Officer, Base 
Support Wing. Shortly after, the Army assumed responsibility for all 
helicopter battlefield opcr.ttions. 

Early in 1991, the unil' at Townsville were again re-organised. 
Headquarters Tactical Transport Group became llcadquartcrs 
Operational Support Croup, with Operational Support Wing, 1H Wing 
and Base Support Wing Tttwn.-•ille undt·r command. Since th~n. 
command and control of 84 Wing and Base Support Wing have bt-cn 
transf<•rred elst•whcrc and I Operational Support Unit has been rl~ 
locatt'CI to RAAF Townsville under command of Opcr<1tional Support 
Wing. In ,,ddittnn, an Airfield Defence Wing hcadqudrters has bL-en 
formed. The role of Opcrahonal Support Croup. as p;ut of the ADF's 
R<•ady Deployment Force, is the pro,•ision of opcration11l base support 
scn•ict'S and ground defence to Air Force cll'mc11ts dcployl-d forw;ud. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 
February 1942 

Following dbbandment of North-Eastern Area 
2 January 1957 -Group Captam A.D. Charlton 
Jun!! 1958 -Wing Comm.mder I.L.L. Campbell 
16 june t959 -Group Captlin D.L.G. Douglas 
O..'Cembcr 1960 -Group Capto1in A.R. Hodge 
March 1%-l -Group Captam W.L Bnll 
October 19M -Group C.tptain D.O. llurditch 



1961> 
1%11 
1'm 
1976 
1977 
1.978 
1118(1 
1981 
19!\3 
1985 

-Cruup Captaan ).1. Adams 
-Group C.1pl.1in V.B. Cannon 
-Croup l.lpt.un F.M. Grigg!> 
-Croup Copt.un MK Lyon' 
-Cruup C.•pt.un P.J. ScuUv 
-Cr1>up Captaon C.L. Ackland 
-Group C1pt.11n J.M. Chestcrlil'ld 
-Cmup C1ptain B. I. Lane 
-Cn•up C1pt.un S. Clark 
-Cmup C.1ptaan L.S. Fi•h<'r 
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RAAF BASE WAGGA 

Early 1939 

Ea rl y 19-1-1 

January 1946 

January 1948 

May 1950 

Dl'<."'Cmbcr 1952 

Dl..:cmber J 960 

June 1985 

Janu<~ry 199-1 

Wt• l'repnrt• 

C HRONOLOGY 
-<le<:1S10n made to e:;tabli$h i1 Aymg Imming 

school at Forest Hill 
-I RAAF Hospita l moved from l~asc to 

Turvey l,ark, Waggll Wagga 
-1 EnginL'Cring School (Ascot Vale) 

transferred to RAAI' Wagga 
-RAAF Engineering Apprentice School 

Scheme commenced 
-Ground Training School re-named RAAF 

Technica l Cull~gc 
- RAAF Technical College n.~name<i RAAF 

School of Tcchnic.1l Training (RAAFSlT) 
- Headquarters Wagga formed 
-RAAF School of Clerical and Supply 

Training and lMAP School uf 
Management and Training TL'Chnology 
formed 

-Radio School l..avcrton tr.1nsferred to 
RAJ\PSlT 

N ARRATIVE 
RAAF 6a~c Wagga is situated at Forest Hill somc II kllomctrt>S east ilf 
the city of Wagga Wilgga, New South Wale'S. It has been " p!!rmanent 
RAAF base since July 1940. Su1table land was purchased from the estates 



of the Brun,koll ~nd I yorn. f.1mili~ early in 1939 and dt•\ dupnwnt wurk 
commcnn'tl unm<•(halcl\. It was alwavs ontend<'<l that the new Base 
would t~· pcnnanl·nt and brick .;.tructurl"!-t ,,·t•rt.• ("\h.•lhl\ dy u""'-'ti· 

Th~ LI\'IJ;n w.J~ ho~tcd (or the first bm~ on 24.J July ltl-40, 4-l" 2 Scn-•cc 
Flyong Tr"'nong 5<hot>l lx>came opcrahtmal Tiw fir-t Cummandong 
Offic11r w.h Wong Commander F.R.\\ Sch<•rg<'r Polutlraonl'l." came h>th,• 
Bao;c fwm elcm~nt.~ry npng schoulo; .1nd conltmwd th~or traonong In 
'Wing,· ,l,lnd.m.l on Wirr,n"ay;, and All!>(>l1' tlw !,otter .urcraft bcmg 
withdr,nvn '"the ...:hool cnncentralcd t1n figiHt•r typo• tr.>ining. 

A >pl'l:lolcu l.>r 'poggy-back' landing of twn An""'' ne.Jr tlw '"'''II town 
of llrncklt•,by !lccurrcd on 28 Scptemb<•r 1'1~0. In thito ml'id~nltwu aircraft 
collided ~nd bl'C,lllll' firmly attaclll'<l on ,, 'piggy-hack' (,""''"' Tile two 
train<~· point, fmm the bottom and one I rom tlw tnp .llrt raft dt"'<:cnd<'<l b1 
parachutl•, but the rt•maoning trainee (l..cadmg Aortr.lftm.ln holler) found 
th,,t '" th<• ••ngin<" uf the bottom a>rcr.>ft wer(' 'toll upcrahnl\ hl• wuld 
control the twu .llru.•ft He force-landed sucCl..,,full\ 

After ft~rm.lhon on January 19!2, 60 ,1nd I> I Squ.\dron'• ''•lch nperahng 
18 Wirr.llv.l)''• l'nhanccd the tactocs of staff polo!' 11 S.juadmn w.h raL<;ed 

at Wagga W••AA•' before proceeding on op«,.ratu>n' '" tlw nurth .md 
5 Opcr.lhonul Tr.tonong Urut prond<od ath.mn'l.l tr.llnlll); t>n th~ 
Beaufoghter durong tho> period 

Tlw rh•"' '''-"~e;i~lit>n "ith the RAAF .1nd tlw pt'<>pl•• uf tht· Citv of 
Wau,, W.1gga wa' enhanced by the cstabJi,hmcnt of 2 I r.11nong C.ruup 
Hcadqu..rtl'f~ 111 RonMno's llotcl in 19·12, whcr•• it 1'\•m.unctl until 1946. 
2 C<Hnnnmicatimts Hight O<."Cupied the civil a~rutlmmc 111 Gumly frum 
I '.142 to 1'144 

After th~ dl'b,mdment <If 2 Sef\•ice FlyU\g 1 ro\111111): 'xht~<;>l m ~lardt 
19~2 tlw 'f>aWtu' cngonccring facilito~ at tlw ll,\'l' enabl<'ll Ul'\ clopm.:nt 
of 5 Aorcraft l~:pot to ro~patr operational aorcraft During tlw nl'\1 th""" 
years, thao, Ullll c.tml"tf out maintenance work on It& t.·n~10l~ .1nd f,02 

altcraft, mdudong 'uch tvpcs as An-on, lll•auloght<·r, llnnmcr.mg. 
Beaufnrt, lo..tlt)h,ml., Ventura, Vengeance and Mot,hcll Th•• S..w "'"-' 
further d<•,·clupt'l.l "olh the addition of mure BdlmJn h.mgar;, .md 
dom<..,hc acwmmndatoon. In 19+1 thl' B.1sc rc-.:nrdc'<l oh ho~:hc.,t "' cr 
'>Cr<ic.: ptlpul.lllnn t>f 2270. For a brief period th•• Unoll'll St.ltc.,. Aor Force 
U'l.od the• llJ.,.,, wht•n the 4th Air Depot Group and thl.' 7Uth Uomb,trdmcnt 
Squadron mnw<l 111 with thcor bombcr"l pnur tu tr.m,fcr In the PacJfic 
islnnd .... 165 
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In 1943 vital repair work was severely interrupted when n Spt'Cincular 
fire destroyed the instrument repa1r section. 

1 RAAF Hospital was moved from temporary quarters at the Base to 
spaciou;. accommodation at Turvey Park, a suburb of Wag!,>n Wagga. The 
hospital buildings were decla.red surplus in 194$ and formed the bas1s of 
the teachers college which became an important faculty of Charles Sturt 
University. 

At the end of World War II, 5 Aircraft Depot was disbanded and the 
Ba;.e was plac~'i:l in care and maintenance wi th hw1drcds of surplus 
aircraft being parked for evcnt1ml sale. 

With the move of I Engitll'<!ring School to the Base from A:;cot Vale 
the unit ~>came the pnnciplc trade trainmg school of the RAAF. 

Until 1985, the Uase basically consisted of Headquarters, Uasc 
Squadron and RAAF SchiiOI of Tcchnic:~l Training (RAAFSTT). 11w 
~ostructunng of RAAFSIT formed mclcpcndcnt trammg squadrons with 
a base squ<ldron reporting to U1c HcadquartNs. 

llo~c S..1u.1dron Wagga·, history began in M.ltch 1956, when it "''" 
recognised as a unit in its own right after the formation of RAAF Wagga. 
At this time, unit rou tine consisted mainly of suppnrt to RAAFSTT. 

During 1981 th~ Base celcbraLL-d the RA.Af diamond jubilee with an 
Officers' Mess commt!rnonltiv~ dinner attended by local diAnit.~ries, and 
.m open da)'· In january 1985, an electronic <eoreboard was mstallcd in 
the gymnasium to coincide with the Base implementation of the RAAF 
physic.ll fitne:.s program. Octo!J..,r 1989 saw th.; flt:>t uniplex computer 
p.lck.,gc ins~11lcd on thE' &S<>. for the 50th annivcrsMy of the fom1ation 
of RAAP Wogga. Base S..wadron set up a dosplay of photographs and 
nwmorabili.l in the Wagga W~gga Commonwealth llank chambers. ·nu~ 
Ha.-e celebra ted the anniversary by exercising it;. right of Fn.-.?dom of the 
C.ty, an Officers' Mess dining-in night, an all ranks ball and an open day, 
at whoch one of the highlights was the five cakes iced w1th the crests of 
the five RAAF Wagga units. 

During the 1980s major accommodation and training prllject:. were 
constructed making RAAF llast' Wagga one of the most modem tra1ning 
f,ocilities in Australia. This was f11rthcr expanded with the transfer of the 
Radio Sehoul to the Basi' in 1994. Uase Squadron W.1gga was disbanded 
<lll :!9 func IW-1. 

RAAF llase Wagga has grown from a small flyong tralllong .chool I<• 
an organisation r<.'Sponsiblc for the majority of the RAAF's ~round 
training. Jt has devdC1p!!d a clos" relationship with the locill community. 



It will contonul:' to serw, committed to uphold th~ BaS(' motto-'We 
Prt'pclrc' 

COMMANDING 0FrtCERS 
I Jul) l'l4U 
24 Octob.•r 1'141 
8 Apnl 1'112 
5 [A.oc.-mbcr 1943 
11 o.~·cmbcr 1'/.1.1 
16 Octnb••r 19·15 
8 f'('bru.ary 1946 
CJ Jnnu~ry I <ISO 
18 April 1'152 
5 May 1955 
8 M.1rch 1%0 

21 O.oct•mbcr 196-1 
23 IA'CI!mt>cr 1%6 
b Mar~h 1%7 
c; F.-bruary I %8 
18 january 1971 
14 July 1975 
8 M~y 197'1 
II Scpt~rnbt•r 1981 
9 1-X'C<'tnb~r 1'183 
11 J•muary I IISb 
'i j.muary I 'lt\7 
<J )anu.~ry I <lilt! 
January llJ'Il 
)olnUM)' 1\194 

-Group ClpLlm f R\\ . S.:hl:'rg<"r 
-Croup Captaan <. E.1ton 
-Group Captaan II B S.'l•k,amp 
- Wing Command,•r R.A.i\ ~Jw 

- Croup Captaan I I.C. O•wn 
-Wing Cnmm.lmlcr C 1< . 11.1c~ fnrth 
- Wing Commander F..l.. Ch.1pm.u1 
-Croup Capt.1in J. W .C IJI,lCI. 
-Croup Captain II II 'imat h 
-Croup Captam F V Mallett 
-Croup Captam A T I ,,, 
-Croup Captam ' r Ltmh 
-Croup Captain R :'\obi" 
- Air Commodot"l' J W ( IJI,I<I. 
-Air Commodorl:' C I D<.• 1..1 Rul' 
-A~r Commodore c •. E. Prn'"'r 
-Croup Captam CC Thoma' 
-Croup Captam W D. Monagh,m 
-Croup Captain I.F Andrt•\\ 
-Croup Captau1 K.R. l}l.lkl''-
-Croup Capt.lin J.B. M.lCNoHI)Iht,m 
-Croup Captain W.N. l lo~ll 

-Croup Captain" V (,nHill 
-Croup Cap lam R C. tk•llnl'lt 
-Croup (aptam D 8 Judg•• 
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RAAF BASE WI LLIAMTOWN 

15 February I '141 
Moy 1942 
November 19-IS 
1963 to 1985 
1986 to 1992 

CHRONOLOGY 
- RAAI' Smtion Williamto\\~1 llJ>"ned 
-disbanded 

-RAAP Smtion Wi lliamtown rcf<~rmcd 

-development as mam fighter base 

-high tcchnolog)' reconstmction and 
cxplmsion 

N ARRATIVE 
In 1938, local ,1ulhoriti~ recognised Ncwcaslll"s growing needs for new 
.tirp<~rt facilitic• ewer and above the capacily of District Park at Bro.1d· 
rncadow. Acqw~ition uf land on the Wil liamtown moors was gazetted on 
1~ March 1 9~0. and works were s tarted, using unemployment relief 
labour. With World War II in progress, tlw stralc'giC importance uf 
Will iomlown wa~ soon appn.'Cialcd Accordingly, th<> airfield wa;, p loc<'d 
under the control of the RAAF. 

RAAF Station Williamtown was officially ~>pcnl'<l on IS Fcbruory 
19~1. Squadron Leader Paget being lh~ fir.;t Commanding Officer. In 
fanuar)' 194 t, ,, detachment of Hudson bombers of It Squodron was .-er1t 
to William to\' .. 'n, and was involved ill an li-submarine patrbb. Later 
Will i:tmtown \\',15 u~·d as t1 s taglng base. 

During 19~ I, the new b.1sc w.1s us..'<l for a ' '«riety of purposes such·" 
landmg pra~ticc for amphibious aircraft from RaUunincs, air ~uttncry 
!mining, defence exNciS•"<, dcpll>ymcnl• .1nJ delachmcnts irwol\•ing 
Sc.1gull, C.1talin•, Wirr.nvay, Fairey Bottle and l~oston aircraft 



2 RccrUltiX>pot (ZRD) transferred to W111iamtown m Sept<!mber 1'141, 
trainm11 12(lR l'tVUII' bclore trDJ\5/erring I<' Bradfwld P.uk m Februarv 
19-12. 

Al'>t> 111 1'141, und~r the Empire Au Tr.umng Sch~mc, new "'Juadron 
~r·.onncl gath<•n'tl at Wilhamtown ftll" ..,...,., "'' 11\l'N.'.l' rhc fir-t """' 
450 <;quadron, follow,'tl by 452, 45-1, 455 .lnd 4'ili S.Juadmn., Ft>bruary 
1942 hcr.1ldcd th<• Mm•al nf the United Stat,-. ,\rrny i\1r Cnrp-. 9th l'ur.;uil 
Squadron with 2.5 P-40E Kittyh.lwk.,. P-:lq 1\.r.l(Ubr,l dct.lthmenl~ .liSO 
arnn'l.l at thL• b,,_.., for trainmg. During Apnl, oldnllm,tr.lll\ c contn>l wa> 
handl!u over In USAAC, and RAAF Statmn Williamtmvn was dbbandc>d 
in Ma)·· USAAC •1ircrait left the base at lhL• <•nd of S.•ptt•l11bl•r 1'142, and 
4 Opcrall<m,\1 1 rainm); Uni t arrived in l.1tc 11142. Shortly .lftcr>Vdrd>, 
member> of tlw Women's 1\uxiharv Austr.lhan Air Ioree (WAAAF) 
joined th<• ' trl'n);th of William town. S.1tcllitc .mfwh.h, t•mert;t•ncv landmg 
ground,, bnmbmg .1nd gunnery range-, radM ,l,lllnn' and radiu 
d1re<:hnn finder.. were set up to scr\'ice \\'i1h.1mtnwn'' nt'l.'tl, 

Dunn~: World \\ ar II RAAF umb b-1'<.'<1 .11 1\ llliamtown we..., 
4 Opt•r.llu>n.ll Tramm~: Urut, Central Gunm·ry SchO<>I. 2 Opcrah<'nal 
Trammg Un1t Spitfire Detachment and 5 e>p.orallun,,l rr.nnm~: Urut 

Po;,t-\1 ar chang<"' began m 19-16 w1th th<· .1rm .11 nl 7ll F1ght•·r \\'mg. 
comprNn)l 75 and 78 Squadrons (fl\lng Mu,t.1n);') .md IIIMFCU The 
formt•r 'iOTU (rc-nanwd CCU (Fight11r)) w." d ... baol<k'<lln 1'147. 178 Ba>t! 
S<.tuadron "''" fnrmt>tl, ft111uwed by 478 (M.unlt'IMilll') SquJdrun. In 
October 1'.1-17, tr.1ining cours<'S bej~an for fighter polob filii II); to the l.lnti'h 
C(ll11mtmWl'•llth Occupatiun Puree in Japan to rl'Ji(•Vt' piJnh whu wt•rc 
compldh1); their toun. of dulv. During l'l4!1, 75 .1nd 711 5\Ju,odron' Wl'I'C 

di~bandl'tl ,,., 1n•re 178 Base Squadron, 47K M.1u1lt•n,1nc~ '>qu.1dron and 
I 14Mf( U. I he Wm~: then became almost nnn-functonnal, bt:mg reduced 
to four .llrnll'n olnd nu officer-. 

RA1\f Statum Wilhamtown refom1ed 111 '\ml'mber 1'1·11! lhe ~hool 
uf l..>nd/ A1r Warfare moved to IVilhamtu\1 n 111 '"'ember l'HS and, 
dunng )anuM)' t<J4Q, 7& Squadron wa_~ reforml'tl \\'1th 75 Squadron .1nd 
478(M) Squ.1dron, 11 bt>came part of 7ti(F} Wing 11·1\11 ( U "·'' rdormed 
111 1'1411, and Wilhamtuwn mtered the ICI age with th•• ontroduchon of 
VampirL" 

Con.,ltlcrablc cxpan..,on took place In th<• IIJ;;(J.., mnol\'mg 1mpru\'l~ 
mc-nl of 0.1~· r~1d l itit~buildings~ nmways, t,•x•way'~ .lprnn.,, and a 
crash barrit•r IO.ICC<'mm(>do1 lc Sabr<>s. 169 
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With the mtroduction of the Mirasc. 75 Squadron was r~'-t.-quipped 
during February 1%5, and 76 Squadron con\'crted in Sl!ptcmber 1966. 
7'i Squadron moved to 13uttcrworth in May 1967 to replace 3 Squadron 
which returned to Williamtown. 3 Squadron rett1med to Butterworth in 
February 1969, aml 77 Squadron returned to William town. 

3 Control and Reporting Unit wa; in;,talltod in 1<167-{18. 5 Operational 
Tr.1ining Unit was refom1ed in April 1970 with S.1bres and Vampm!S. 
Macchis replaced the Vampires, and 5 Operational Training Unit 
n>ntinucJ operations until July 1971, when it was disbanded. 

Williamtown was developl>d during the 1960s and earl)• 1'170s. World 
War 11 huts were replaced by modern buildings and si),'fllficant works 
took place, costing approximatl'ly 10 million dollars. When the dl'Cbion 
wa;, made in the 1980:; to acquire the F I A-18 Homet, 100 million dollal"!> 
were •pent m a major n.'constnJctiun program wluch chang.-d lhc face of 
th~ Base. 

Fnlluwing RAAF wtthdrawal fTom Buttl•rworth in 19M, a majt>r 
rcstTucturing saw the creation of the Tactical Fighter Croup. with its 
headquarter> at Willianllown, commanding 81 Wing, 41 Wing and 481 
Wing. At the time of writing. the units currently bn~'d «I William town 
arc 3 Squadron, 76 Squadwn, 77 Squadron, 2 Operational Conversion 
Umt, 3 Control and l~eporting Untt, Sofhvare Development Utut, Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron and Aircro~fl Equipm1,111 Maintenance Squadron. 
66 Ground LiaiSlln 54.-ction b under the opcr;~tilm.ll contT<>I of 
Commander Tactic.11 Fighter Croup, whn also provides admu1istrative 
$upport. 

B.154' Support Wing, Willi,mltown, operates as a separate t'ntity, being 
\'irtu,• lly the Base hllusekcepcr 

Tactical Fighter Logistics Management Squadron, an element of 
lleadquarters Logistic Command, is a lodger unit at Williamtown. 
Another lodger w1it is lhe Australian Defence Forces Warfare Centre, nn 
agency of Headquarter> Australinn Defence Force in Cnnberra, " 'hich 
runs tntroductory and full1nint warf..re cours.."' for the three Sl!rvices. 

Civi lian units which opcrah• .1t Willinmttwm include cnntractors 
.. 1!-!Sisting 48l Wlng, flS well tlc; civilian air 'tl:.rvices nnd their Kfl'und 
>upport orga.nisation>. Frum MMch 1987. ~arch and rC¥uc h.b been 
provtded by civilian St!rvices. The current SAR opera tors ,,lso provide a 
towmg service for ~1lrborne target-s. 

Another nMjor civilian organis.,tion is Au~trnlian Con~tructinn 

Sl!rvice> which undertakl'S major constructit>n work at the Base. 



Tiw longl">l "-'rving autonomous cil'ili.ln unit '" the Bureau of 
Mctoorolog\ Ofl•c•: Or•gmalh• a wart•me RAAF unit. 11 h.1s bren ,, 
dL'<Iicatl>d un1t nm by the bureau since 1945. 

COMMANDING 01 f ICrRS 
15 Fl•bru.tr) I '141 
12 Nowmber 1942 
28 june 1944 
26 June I'W> 
29 M.u-ch 1947 
3 March 1948 
I Nol'emlX'r 1948 
27 jun<> J\).J1J 

7 Augu't l'l'i(l 

7 Nm<'mb.:r 19~ 
22 june 1'151 
2 lX'Ccmber 1953 
15 September 1954 
12 Mat(h 1955 
5 M.uch 1957 
20 ft•bruary I '159 
13 Jun.• 191>0 
21 ),lnUJr)' J%3 
5 Pcbrua ry I %4 
1·1 NcwcmbN 1%6 
27 Pl•bru.trv I 970 
II janu.1ry 1<171 
I May 1973 
9 O..'Ccmllt'r 1974 
13 January 1976 
n )anu.uy I 'In 
9 January 19i'l 
21 September 1981 
16 February 1'184 
12 IA.'Cl'mber 1'186 

-Squadron Lead,•r ) R J",\1\l'l 
- Wing Commandl'r Fl. f'yl,• 
-Group Capla~n W.l. full n-end 
- Wing Command!'r A I) I knd~Nm 
-Wing Commander R.C. ( r'""''''" 
- Squadron Leader J.R Klnnio 11nunt 
-Air Commodore A.M. ChMie,worth 
-Grc>up Captain W H. Garin)\ 
-Wing Command<:r ) II 1\•rnn 
-Group Captain \'\I .II. C.aronl\ 

- AU" Commodore E.G """' "-m11ht 
-Group Captain R.H Davl' 
-Group Captain R D 1),1\ " 

- Air Cc>mmooore A.l. \dn.1ms (RAr) 
-Gwup Captam B.t\ r.,tun 
-Group Captain N. Ford 
-Group Captain W.r:. Tnll n...,•nd 
-Group Captain R.N l)alkon 
-Alr Commodore R T. Su"''"' 
-Air Commodorl' G. A <..:unp•·r 
-Air Commodon• I.S J'.uk,•r 
-A•r Commodore A I M.1tlwr 
- /\or Commodore ).II. fl<•mnllnl\ 
- Air Commodort• R.f.. I m-.t 
- 1\ir Commodt>n• F W IMm,-. 
- Air Commodon.•). R U.-..1'>1 
- Atr Commodon.> W .II Sm1mnnd• 
- All" Commodon.> W D.) \lun.ll\h,on 
- <\ir Commodor~ R.J Bumb.dl 
- Air Commodor~ D. A Rolx•rtwn 

Comm.1ndcrs, Tactical Fighter Group 
2 February 191!7 - A or Commodore D.i\ Rolx•rl.,.m 
'I Apri l 1'1118 - Air Commodor•• T.R. Rich.udson 17 1 
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<I July 1'1'111 
'I July 1<1<11 

-Air Commodore B.l; Wt•'h"' 
-Air Commudun• ll r II<>"''''"' 

Bl BUOGRAPIIY 
\lull.·r.l'. & Hutd,......,n,J., RtiJif &N· 1\'t//t!ml• ,, 11 fir. ftr>l 50 )t'll,.., 8.1«

'>urrnn \\ mg RAAJ WiU1o1mtnwn. 1<~'~1 



RAAF CANTEEN SERV ICES 

I Ma~ I'l-l'\ 
june 1'143 
januan l'l.j.J 

11 M.uch 1'1-14 
10 july 19-14 
Octob,•r I '144 

j.muary 1'141• 
M~rch 19-1(> 

jJOII.lrV 19~3 

)olOU3Y\ Ill~ 

CHRONOLOG) 
-formed at \lcllx>unw 
-haird"""'in!l laohtw·· nl.lUj\Utdll'<l 

- t-rainmg of stew,lrd .... and .... h.•w,lrc.h.~~--.... 
commcn't..~ 

-authori>'ltum gr.mtt•d l~~r M1pply nl liquM 
-regional scccions r..'"lhUIH.•d 

-headquarter-; nwl'l'd tn Sydnt•y 
-fir>t civilian' l.'mpli>y••d 
-regional offic'to...; Cl'•l't'd ICl func-tion-

r.•placed bv 'ub-r,•gu>n.ll niJ 1«.", 
hcadquarlel"o mtn t-d b.lll.. tn \1••11-..•uml• 

- first wet canll'c>n <>pt:'tatcd 
-la~l r~=rdcd o:nlrY 10 l:nll H"tor-v Rtx-t>rd 

N ARRATIVf 
Tho: RAAr (anlt't'n S..t\ICt.'S Uml was form1'<1 .11 \11'11-..•uml' on I .\lay 
19-13 ,,.., "-' 'tl'P"r._lh .. ~ umt under the dtr~r.-'Ct (Unlrul of Air Force 
llcadqut~rlcr._., . Th~ reganns in tlpetotion upun ''" fllrrn,ltum \\'(•te 
Soulh••rn, F."tl'rn, Northern, North-Wt--.tcm ,mJ North-E.t.~t~m 
According In the wn,tl tution nf RAAF Canlt-cn S.•n "'''• till• nbjL>cl of lhl' 
cant..-cns w,,. to 'provide members of the ~" in• w1th Jliu:IL'S and 
comm(lditi<"' uf commnn requirement, and tu prm·•d•• out 111 profll,, 
ml'-'n"" fur ttw rt.'Cfl\,tlon and amusement <'f m~mb...•f"ot M'ld tor lhl• gcnl•raJ 
wdf.ltc of nwmbcr-. .md thelt lamilii!S' 

The un11 wa' cornmandL'<I by the Ex~ II\ c Oll~eer u( RJ\AF <...mt~X'n 
Ser. ktos. E.1ch tL')IIOil had a regional officer m ch.lrj\C. In ,,dd1hon h> 
pro\ 1dmg c.lnh.· .. ·n n,mnu>t.Jiti~ the- un1t w.h .11"', n ..... rc'n ... tbll• fc1r the 
suppl> uf 'upplcml.'ntary rations pro,·idoo to lh•• l),op.utmt•nt of \tr on 
rcpavmcnl and lor pro' 1dmg h,lirdressin~ (,luhht-. throughout the 
Ser. icl' fur both RJ\i\ F .1nd W <\AAF pc.'l'<;(>nn1•l. 

l'nor 111 1\'cwcmbt•r 1'142, l.'ach ;tation had ''' cl\l·n cdnll~n con trollro 
by,\ commatt('l.' nf m.1ntigement made up of pcr..,nl,nl'l ,H ttw 'ttJI1on and 
prc"ded ewer bv th1• station commander. With tlw t•>.pdnsum of 1he Air 
force when war bmkc out, the number of <••ntc>cns ,md llw vnlllmc of 173 
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tr.1ding incre~sed enormously. The need for a cent ralised control of 
cank>er1S soon bl>camc apparent. It was found thai, whilst canteens at the 
l.1rgcr unit.' outside t1pcratit.mal areas could procure all or most of the 
stocks required at favourable prices and from U1cir trading accumulate 
consrdcrablc profits for expenditure on welfare, smaller units and 
particularly those in operational areas remote from sources of supplk'S 
Wt!fe at nn obvlnus disadvantage in re>pl>ct of thl.,._. matters. Therefore, in 
order to S<'Cu re greater t.."tonomy in the case uf c-anteen services generally, 
as well as a more .tsSured supply of arllci£>S and commodities and 
equality of bencAts ,1m1mg personnel, the management and control of :.11 
RAAF c.mteens at stations and units in Australia and other theatres of 
war in the Pacific were vested in a central commi ltee. 

In January lq-t-1, course for lhl' training of steward~ and stewardesSl'S 
were commenced, and on II March 1'14-1 authority Wil< given to the unit 
fur the control of supply of liquor in forward areas. Initial issues of beer 
cmnmenced from all issuing points from July in that year. 

On 10 Ju ly t94-l ,,u regional >cctiOI1S were rt.~named a~ Headquarter. 
Melbourne, Southern, Eastern, South Queensland, Western, South 
Austr·.11ian, North-Eastern. NMth-W£>Stern and New Guinea. 

Throughout the unit'" existcnc.- .1llthe prcmi=, sturagc, supplies ,md 
U1e accounting systems of each canteen w"re regularly inspected by 
regional officers. Many supplies were written off due to heat, poor 
rcfrigcraticm and infcstatitln tlf white ants, weevils and so on. Other 
;upplie>, particularly cigarclles and tobacw, wcrc lost through pilferage. 
Supphe-;, liquor, equipment and suppl~mentary rations were transported 
to the variou" cantl-cns by sea and by rail and pilferage betWt'l'n Ure 
~upply stali''" and the canteens pro,•cd to be a cm1Stanl problem lnr 
the unit. 

In late October 194-1 Cen tral OffiC<' (Headquarters) was tran.<ferrcd 
fmm Melbourne to Sydney. In December that year the Australian Army 
Canken Scwin•, officia lly took over the supply of canteen goods and 
liquor to RAAF units in Papua New Culnea with tlw exc<'ption of th<' 
Milne Bay area. 

Christn1as was a particularly busy tim<' for U1e unit with RAAF 
pc·rs<.>nncl being treatL<d to fre;h turh.ey, 'mnked ham, Christmas cah.c 
and pudding, asparo~;us. c~-rdials and erne bottle of beer per person. TI1e 
unrl made every l'ffort to provide its mcmbc,., with Chrrstmas treaL• and 
when m DcccmbN 19·1-1 th~ Christmos cargt' for troops in the northern 
areas was lt><l when the freighter in which it was carried struck a reef, 



~rrangcmcnt' were mad!' to com·ey 1000 lbs of poultry to lhl..,., area' by 
a lk'aufort. 

In rt'bru,uv 1'1~5 bt.'t'r 'upph"' m -\u'>tr,lha 1n•r<• \~ry low 
Acrordmgly, th\• h.'\'r rahon of one gallon ~r m.ln ~r ",,..~, wa;, r<>duced 
to half a !:·'lion ~r man ~r weel.. At the "'m" hmt• ccm"dcrahon was 
being gtwn to r<'\lucmg the cigarette and tub.Kw r.llwn fr<•m :1 nunclo;. of 

tobacco or 105 c•ga<l'lli.o;. per member JX'r "'"'" to 2 uunclo;. of tub.Kco or 
60 c•garcttl':. JX'r Wt't'l.. There was great conc\'m at th~ hml' that such ,, 
rcductiun 10 ratums would have ,, M'riou~ l'ff,oct un thl' mor,tlc of the 
troop>. 

With the lllWplancc of peace lt•rms by Ji1p•m (>n 15 August 1945 
arrangement'> Wl'<C made fnr guards to be on duty .11 ,,II rl'gional bulk 
'ton-s durin~: tlw pc.1cc celebration<. Only mw incidt•nt- tlw theft of ,, 
small<luantity llf '"-tuor from the bulk s tore in iJn,bant• wa' rcporll<d . 

Owmg to a number of RAAr unil~ be10g ,Ji,bandl'<l 10 tho.' post-war 
pcrind, 4..,('n~rJ.I · r\ • d.1 ....... canteen.'> w"'rc t.•ittwr clcN'CI t,.h\\vn ,,r convl'·rh~"ti 

to 'B' da'' cantl't'llS. E1 en though several ..:antwth at B,lhl..papoln, !Abuan 
and Taral..,ln w1.•rc clth<.>d following the dhl>andmcnt ul umt;, 10 the area, 
'lllnl' 70 canlt't'n' Wl'rl' 'hll opcrahng 10 lhl' nogton oll thl•t•nd uf ()ctubt•r 
In the "'me month Canll't'n 259, Mtl<lrc Pari., R ·\AI' !Nmubilisahon 
\\'mg. "'·'' o~nt'<l '"cater for dischargt'<l p...Nonnd .lnti J CJnleen was 
o~ncd -.11 KudunA tn make supplies availablt• for .lircn_~,,· l'n~a~C'd 1n the 
~' .1cuatinn of pn~nt!r, of \-\'Jr in the are.l. Arr.1ngt:ml•nt" wcrlr.' .:~bo made 
with tht• Au>tr.tlian Army Canteen Scrvk<'S l<l m,,~_,. '''PP""' •"'•lllabll' m 
!>ing.lporc W Ri\AI' personnel who w~rc eng.lg€'<.1 10 the l'l',lCllillton of 
prisoners nf w11r an th~H rcgmn. 

Ciwn lh~ hij~h rat<' of discharge of RAAr CantL~·n S..•n•icl"' members, 
·'Pf'rt"•" was 'llllghl and granted in Januoll') l'l~h tn t•mpluy cll'ihans 
wllhtn lht• orjlolnt..atlon tn order 10 mainlatn -en tCl., t<• I{AAI· peN!nnel 

In january 1'116 thc supplv of goods to RAAr untt' m thc !'<;orth
Wl>:.lt•m Ar,•a "''" takl'n over b) the All~trahan Army Cantc'<.'ll Sci" ice-s 
wtth all '>lock.' hl'ld by RAAF Cantc'Cll Sen icc.,. ~'"l\ lran,fcrr.!\1 tel thc 
Arnw. Supplv uf gu•ld' to umt~ m the Bomt'(l rt~•on ·""' Ct'.l'l'<l 

In 1\larch l'l-16 all rt'glOnal offices, with the c~ccptnm uf Southem and 
w,.,, ... rn Rl~IOIIJI OfftCl'!>, cea!;l.'d to function .md 'ub-rcgnm.ll u!hces in 
Adl'latdc•, l'erth, Bri..b.1nc, Dal"vin and Pt>rt \lur~.-.by "ere fnmll'<f 
Southc•rn l<logttma l Offtc~ ce1ntrolled Adcl.udc ,1nd Perth 'lib-regions and 
E,,,tem ll<•ginn.ll Of!ice controlled the rcm.llllUl'r. In thl' s.1me month 
hc.ldqu.trlcrs o! RAAF Canll'cn Services untt mm <'u b.Kf.. to Melbourne. I 75 
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In Sept~mbcr l9.J6 U1c uni t sta rted to employ ci1•ilians as canteen 
stewards and stewardesses. 

In iuly 19-18 nrr.lngcments were m.1de for canteens to carry grocery 
bncs to dssisl marr1ed personnel domiciled at RAJ\F stations and units. 
L.ll<•r that year the unit instituted a m.1il order system throughou t the 
cante~n~ whereby mcmbl.'rs Clluld purchase Christmas toy> and have 
them delivered to any part of Australia free of charge. TI1e ext•rcisc 
pro1·cd to be a grea t success. 

By November 1949 the number of canteens operating had lall~n to s.t. 
All were on the mainland with the exception of one at Mamas Island. In 
the years ahead canteens werc opened at Changi and the Cocos Islands. 

In January 1953 the firs t of many wet cantPcns began h> operate. 
The fin,, I entry in the Unit 1-lbtory Re-cord wa' made in janu<>ry 195-1. 

COMMAND ING OFFICERS 
I May 1943 - Wing Commander W.T. Kel ly 
25 March 1'146 -Wing Commander B.W. Grc>en 



RAA F Kl RJWI NA WIRELESS 
TRAN SMITTI NG STAT ION 

IJ Augu't I IJH 

12 July 1'4-1 

CHRONOLOGY 
- forml'<l ~t lo..Jnwm~ bl.1nd 
-Station <lisl>.md,oJ 

N ARRATIVE 
RAAP Klmvln,t Wird~&> Tram.milling St.1111111 "'''' form~d a t Kiriwina 
t<lnnd "' part uf Ill S•gn.1ls Unit on 9 Aug1"t t9•11 for .urcr,,(t watch~rs 
communic.ltiurh. The inil"iol establishment "'•" fnr ~tt-;ht oHiccrs and 
1!4 airm;•n W<•r~ e<>mmcnc<.'<l imml'diatdy on th,• <:amp 'ill'. The unit 
e\pcn<•nwd l"tlll'>dcrable difficulty m obt.unmt-; <'qUtpment, <torel>, 
barrack' l'qUtpmcnt, tent», pumps and pipmg I'<Jmpment for a water 
'upply. 73 W>ng I f<··•dquMtcr.; cndean1urcd to suppl\ th<.' mat<•ri.ll to the 
Stahon Th<.' liN Comm.1ndmg Officer w.b Flymg Offan•r) F Gmydon. 

On 2u October I'IH there was an e01rl~ m<>mm~: r.ud by en<.'mv 
a~rcra(t \lo d,tmdgc or casualties were reP<•rtloJ Durmg Ot..:,•mber l'l-13 
the in,t,lll,lhlln worJ.. at the tran:.mitling 'tatron "''" <:<>mplctrtl by 
Hl Sign.ll' Unit ,md ,, nmrccabte Lmprovl'm~nt rn fa<:rhlll" rc"•lllod Steps 
were then taken to build .> mloss hut and quarll•r> fur .>II p~r..onncl on 
duty oll llw tr.ln'nlllling section and thL'!oC WCfl' occup•~d In l'olrly )olnuMy 
I'I.W. On 3Ll April I'I.W another tran.smiller, which w," hnll~ry upt•r,ltt-d, 
wfl5 tn!l.t.lllccJ '-'~ Jn emergency measure to ~l'\11' . 11 rlrJft wt~Cchers' 
channt-•1., opl•n in .1nv circumstances. 

On all vic<' frum lll'.ldquarters, thc unilw." di,ll,uldl'tl on 12 )ulv 1'1-14 
with ditper-.<mrwl rnm rng ro 46 Operahonal llol'l' Untt 

COMMANDING OrrJCfR\ 
9 Au~:u.,t I'IH 
30 r-\ovcmber I•M1 
31 january l'l-14 
8 A p rll I'I.J.J 

-Aying Officer j F (..raydun 
-Flight ucut<>nant A ll. tv,m' 
- Flying Officer LB. (.,~>r);l' 
-Flying O((icer T H Wal""' 

177 
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RAAF MARIT IME SECTION 

N ARRATIVE 
Until reccnlly, lhe RAAF maintaiMd a Marine S..--cbon wluch not only 
supplied an a ir-se• rescue filci lity for ill> aircraft, but a lso tran~port<'Cl 
slor('S, prm•ided support for se.tplancs and mrried out tnrp<'d<1 recovery. 
The history of thl"Se marine craft can be trnced back as far as the boats 
that w<!rc used by th<' Australi.tn Flying Corp (AFC) a t the C~:ntral Flying 
School, Point Couk, prior to the formation of Ute RAAF on 31 March 1921. 

With the .mival of the Fairey IIID scaphme at Point Cook in 1921, it 
was found that boats w~re necessary to assis t in mooring anJ rem<l\'ing 
tlw seaplane:. frum the water e.lCh night for l>illragt.' in lheir hangar~. 
Consequently, on I March 1921, a proposal was put to the A1r Board for 
the purchase of four pullinA boats. However, after consider.ttion, only 
two \\We obtained. During the pcrit>d 1921 tn 1'.138 further boats were 
bought and dispo:.cd of as they became obsolete. On 28 FebruMy 1938, 
the RAAF mov._.d into a new, more modem cr.t with appro,·al being 
granted for the purch~o;c of th<• first uf the OJ cl.t-;.' target boat' from 
England. 

While the M,uinc Section was coming o( age, the Air Force was 
expand inA wilh new bases being established in other States. In t939 Uw 
first two bas<.>s that \vcrc later to employ marine craft were l"<labhshcd at 
Darwin. 111 the Northern Tern tory, and at Rathnuncs, on Lake M<~cquaric 
in New South Wale•. With time and the thr.:•at from the n<lrth and the 
w.lr with Germany. lh\!rc "'•'' an incrca~ in ltAAP Oli\npnwcr and bao;;t~
A massiw o'panJ>ion program went into effe<:t to obtain further bo.1\l. to 
m1...-ct t-he RAAI=-'s rnarinc requirement~. 

When the Allies dccla red war af,aii'ISt japan on 8 Deccmlx:r I 9~ I. the 
RAAF wa~ cuughl unpreparl'<i as it had nol complet<'d ih ~xpansion 
program. A massiw buildJttg program went lntu effe-ct with companres 
such as Halvorsen and Sons, BoUcr~ ll and Fraser, Spring and Dinard and 
Slazcnger building marine craft for the RAAF. The RAI\F ltsdf built 
"""II marine cr.tft at Rathmine5. In conjunction with this buii.Ji11g p lan .t 
program wa> inl>lituted I(> ublain craft from civiUan sourt~s by loan, 
st:condmcnl or contract. With the Umted States Forces, RAAF. RJ\N and 
U1c Am1y all undertilk.ing similar programs, U>e sea tra>lSportat>on, 
fi,hing and pcnrling Occts of Australia were ,llmost dcdm.llc•d. During 
World War II the M.trinc Section reach<'<! il' pea~. "~th in excM of 



600 pow~n'tl ~nd 700 unpowcrcd craf1 Som~ of the craft th~ RAAF 
obtained were~ th~ Wau11nlln (06-10), Oomrol'<lll (01'>-3), f.ltn (06-8), and the 
Viclt>11f (0 I '>-10) 

lnihally the RAN wa, re.po11!>1blc lor .ur-.cJ r<-.cuc 1n thc '\'orthem 

Arc., whiCh "''' covered b) a range uf '>4.'1:ond<-.l •·rail and Fairmile 
launch<"> From 1<142 to 1945 the RAAF """' fortunate to h,w._. the 
a~~1>lann• of thc Umtl>d States 5th A1r ForC<' .m-.c,, n...cue faciuty. 
l-luwcvcr, ao, th~ War moved on so did the US 1\~r f'or<c I he RAAF 
Mannr X'Ciion g.linL>d more rrafl and bc~;.m lo hi• 1.1~kc'll wilh .m-sea 
rcoscuc, moorm11 .1:.~bt.1ncc, supply and rcfucllh•!l of "-'•lplamos .1nd flying 
boat,, and conveyance of stores lo units i~ol.1tcd by 'c•• 

Marine sc'Ctiun., 'prang up a ll around At"trail.1, Nt•w Gumca and the 
Pacirlc J..l,lnch, 'uch ,,_., those at l>orl Mor.-.hv, T''"'"" illt•, Milne Bay, 
and O..xtor'' Gully Ill Danvin. ~Iarine crews were norm.lll~ incatt>d in 
small pockl'b and admuustercd by a mulhtudt• of unit,, 'uch as transport 
and mm t•mcnt mgam ... ltiort<, nperahnnal b,,.,.. umt,, radar u1uh and 
-e.lpl.mc '><IUadmll!> and b~. Thc rnajoril) of tr.IU11nl\ for nMnnl' crews 
wa~ carrit>J nut ,11 R41thnuncs. 

Whilt• the 'vt,mnc Scocllon was not a wcii-J..n\lwn "l');·'"'"'hon 11 often 
lxoc.1mc mvoiH'tl an dangerou~ and deadly 'llu,\llon~ nut onl) w1th 
<'nemy allllln but ~· volatile climatic cOnthhOI\.' The RAAf ~torl"S 
V£">'>~' i W11mrkt1 "'"k during a lyclonc on lb lA'<<'mlwr I'M I wtth the los• 
uf 10 liv'"'· Air--..~ r<oscue launch 011-5 "'"' 'hdlcd nnd 'llbst'qucnlly 
dc,troycd .1t Milne B.1y on 29 August i942. 11nd l'nt.1lm,1 A2·1·206 and 
b<lmh ..Ctl\\' OIU 12 wen• dcstroy<>d on 20 jun1• 1'145 wht•n dt•pth cha'l\l'S 
on tht• bl•mb 'W"' cxplodLod. 

At tlw t•ondu"on of tlw War the RAAF di'JX''><'<I ol 11111\',\nl('!J marine 
cr.1h hy -eihng them to the public, forc1gn wuntro\">, nr tr.\n\ft•rnng them 
to other Scrvic,.., Many s.1nk at thcir mooring> bcfoTL' thc1 wuld be loold. 
lrnmcally, lhc b3-foot 02 Oa" Au Sen~!!. a~r--.•a n-..rut•launch, the mam· 
~lay nf lht• po,t-war mannc section, wa' lr.m,l,·m-.1 In tht• RAAf from 
the RA:\ .11 the wndu,inn of thl' War A n•v,..it>n t1f the RAAF ,m,lll 
manne c-raft pmgram at thl' conclusion ol lh<' War ll'tl to tht• l'l'knhon of 
only 65 powert..J and 12 unpowered cr.1ft to prmtdc "1pport m the areas 
of >Upply, torp;.>do rt-.:Oicry, air-SeJ rt"iCUl' .mJ fh•n11 btlJt '<'fVIetng at 
c1ght RA1\I b,,.,..., The"" ba,.., gradually tlc'\:r\'J'<'tllll numlx•r unhlunly 
thrt~ 01t1rinl' "t."(I IOn"t wen~ bdng mnmtaln1.~1 ,,t lnwH ... vllll', \"/dltom-
tnwn, nnd Point Cuok. 179 
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One of the proud~t moment> for the RAAF MMlne Scclion was on 
23 February 1963, when two 02 Class launches took up rear guard station 
''" the port and starboard quartcn: uf the Roy.1l Yacht Hritnwun when it 
\'blted Melboumt!. In December 1992, an instruction wa, issut!<l ;tating 
thai the rt•maming RAAF n1<1rin~ 't'Ctions Wl'fC to dose on 3 1 january 
1993. Consequently the Section's thrt>c rcmairung boats-Alf Hmul:, Air 
Contlor, and Air Ensk-wcrc sold off and the musteri11gs nf marine 
navigator, co,.SWinn, ~1nd marine craft crew were abolished. Thi~ 

instruction ended 72 years of proud tradition for the RAAF's lillie-known 
Otoct. 



RAAF METEOROLOGICAL 
SERVICES 

NARRATIVF 
At an mlcr·Wr\I(C conJercnce at \ octona B.ur.1.;l.., on jmw 1'13'1, ot was 
n...:umm,•n<ll••l that rt•,pon"bolil\· fur mck~>ruln~:oc.tl Wr\otc..., for all 

lkft•n•c ftlr(l" be .olh><:alt'<l to the Ri\i\f' In f.od, 111l' ""''"'" whkh 
cmcrgt>d tn prm ide RAAF meteorologoca l 'crvote' w,l., alrc.ou)• hone· 
lioning Within the ctvil rncteorologic;1 l urg.1nis..11um dl the outbr~:.l>.. of 
War In S.•pto:mbt•r 1'139, pcrfom1in~: dutie., a"cleilll<•d wi th moeh.'<lrr>· 
logic~d n~l.uch, invcqig.tt ion and tr.1mm~ 

11w fir..t WNihcr offoct:<~ course commcn<t'<i m June 1937, wht:<n 
13 "'t'<'riCnll'<l mct<~11'<>1ogicai a.<s.-t.lnh '"'rl.' ..... l, ... wd and tr.uned tn 
und~rt~lk .... WCcllhl'r (orcca~hng dub~ nn Cl\ II ol\ Mlmn ,lcnxfromcs. 
Further c!lur.t..,. were conductt'<l, one from ~ptc•mbcr It> lXxcmbcr 1937, 
,lnd tht• ),,,, rrl."--\\·ar co~ in O\Jd-1CJ3<J On"-' rurtht•r et'lur,.e wa....., 
cundudt-d on \1.1r.:h 1'·1-10. Mt»t of the gr.odu.llt..,lmm tht-.c Cllu""" we..., 
lal<'r to ~Oill<' RAAf mctcorologocal otloct•r.. whom the RA1\I 
Don.><lor.llc uf M~k'<lrtll<>j\tcat Scr.·occ.. "a' ,..,tabh-hcxl en i\pnl 1'1-11 

n,(" fln-.t RAAI nwiL-"'rnlngica l u(tit:t•r... COUI"'\t_' \\'I'' ,·undue.: hod In tht! 
r.,._t n,olf uf 1'.1-1 I, woth further cour.;e. fullm' on~: lmm ~plcmber I'J.II to 
S<•plt•mlwr 1<1- 12. Thl' first Wi\AAf ml'leorulur.;oc.ll lr.11nt-e attended 
cuurw No 1, In MMch 19-12. Some of the"" <:UIIN'' were to tr.lin newly 
nppoinh.•d pt.lNJnnt•l, wh it~ otlwrs wen.· con\ l.'r'i(m t.:uur:.t.."'t fur m~lt:t1rv

logtct1 I "'"'''bt .. mt~. 
Tt.\tnang uf nll'l(.'tlrulugicaltlbscn·t!~, wht)">t.' m;ltn duttl~ w~r-.• ground 

and upJll•r .ur nl"<'I'\Jtooru. and plotting of 'ynnptor d1.1rt,, wmmt•nct.-d 
on 19:\8. Thl"ol• ol'><.'r\CI'l> were later to IX' c.ltl'j;OI'I'<>d J' Ri\AI mdcor· 
ol<>j\ocal ''""tant; ,tfll'r the ,.,.tablishment of the• RAi\1 Dtrcxtoratc of 
Mek'ttrnh>gor.ll c;..n '""' From I April 19-11, a nt•\\ mu,tc•ron~: ul m<'ll~tro
logocal chMtc" "'" ,-.t.lbh.Jll'<l, and the fir,t cour..c• lor th" rnlbto.'nng 
hl'jlan on 1\ug1"t 1'!-11 

Dunn~: the cru.um~: wars, obsen mg. fon.'C.htong. .1nll mterprctmg 
station' .1nd 'l'\Clion.' were c<ot.lbUshed far and wodo• thmu~:huul Au,tr.oloa 
and lht• S<mth l'.•dfic. Ttw >er.•ices prm•idt'<l l>} tht''<' mctl~m.>logocal 
sl.llo<>oh indulit'<l regular aerodrome wcath<'r r<'pt>rt' fur brtMtkasl to 
opera ting ,ll rcr.l!l, as wdl .os lht• p rcpar.o liun .oml '"'"' ol .ur route 18 1 
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forc>casls and warnings to aircraft operating through local and dependent 
aerodromes. 

Si:. mobile meteorological flights were formed as part of the LIIQ 
Mobi le Meteorological Squadron. These flight~ were rais..>d in Melbourne, 
Sydney, Adelaide, Perth and Brisbane, and consosted or " combined 
RAAf' I Am1y staff. Whils t still in Australia, these nights were to provide 
advice and .1ssistance with meteorologica l reports during artillery ~hoots 

with the AfF. 
The nights were Ia ter to s~rvc in Balikpapan, Labuan, Morotni, 

Wcw.1k, Torokinn and l .. ac, digging in behind the front lin~ troops. TI1e 
va lue of the reports pro,•idcd b)' lhe personnel of these Ooghts was 
proved time and time again when accura te artillery barrages were fired 
against the enemy. Life was hard for thi!SC troops who had to ~ndure the 
har;hcr conditions of sen icc with the Army in ,oction- lack of w•ter, 
enemy attacks, repeated diggong and lying in wait on water nnd mud for 
enemy inflltrat<m •. Many caught s..•vcre colds from living for some time in 
damp underground dugouts, even though ne.lr the equator. 

There were many a.nd ' 'arocd requests for weather reports m UU$<' 
jungle regoons, including sultablt> days and winds for mosquito spraying 
from aircraft and hourly seJ lc,•cl barometer readings for infantry p~trols 
in mountainous and uncharted country. Each field regiment was as_~igned 
a meteorological section, and equ ipment on a jungle scale w.1s adopted. 
Pilot ba lloons were ust'Cl to obscn•c upp~r air currents, although during 
..:loS<• encounters with tlw ~n~my, these could not be used betwt!t'n sunset 
and sunrist< for fear of alerting the enemy to U1e position 0f the camp. 

Other reports ISSUed by the mctcorolog·ical scctwns mdudcd storm 
wamings, inlormatoon on tides and watl.'r depth~. and the s tate or the sea 
and Morf, so that troup landjn)\~ cuuld be accuratt'ly plamled. As well «s 
dnil)• forecasts, long-mng<.> forecasts were issued, to prepare on advance 
for troop movements and opcratlcln~. Often, information on the state of 
mads, gruund and rivers was rcquirl•d for advancing force;.. In june 1945, 
one Aoght issued 3 11 metcorologocal report~, carri~d out 48 pilot balloon 
ascents, mode 33 forecasts and prepared 12 synoptic charts. 

After the Japanese surrender, the mclbile mctcorologic.ol n;ghts 
continu~d to provide reports and lon..'C.lSb well intu September t945, d111' 
tu the hostile dttitude of lcJCal japanese commanders. Final disb.1ndmcnt 
orders were issued for the nights 11n I Octobt.·r 1945, but it was nc>t until 
the end of December 1945 lh.1t the 1.1st Oi11ht actually complete-d its 
J i'bandmcnt. 



RAAF MILNE BAY WIRELESS 
TRAN SMITTING STATION 

CHRONOLOGY 
20Mav 19M -formed at 1\lilne B.1y, Papua New Cum~n 
12 Augw.t 19-14 -Station disbandtod 

N ARRATIVE 
RAAP Milne Bay Wireless Transmitting Stat ion was f11rm~d on 20 May 
19-14, with ,, 'tcn!;lh of 16 offirers and 202 airmen F11rmcrly the Station 
was a M'CIInn of 10 S1gnab Unit. The Commnndm~: Officer was Flight 
Ucutcnant J L. C.1lbraith. 

Communication wa' kept open In RAAF llc,ldqu.utcN, Goodenough, 
Nadblb, Port More-by, Woodlark bl.md .md RAAf Command 
Town.~'dlc. On 10 jww 19-14 a cire11it wa' <>f'<'Ol'<l woth the Admoralt' 
l'land' 

AI first lhl' Stallnn h.1d trouble with Ooodmg and wa' unablc to ,pray 
oil to lo.oll off Kuna1 gr,lss from around lhc tran,motll'r- Arr.mgcmt!llts 
were m.ld<• to hil\l' the <ite graded \\hoch gr<'atly ompro\l'tllhl! ~ilualion. 

On 27July 19-14, ,, member was accidcnt.lll)' lo.•ll•'<.l from ck<:trocuhon. 
Safely llll'•l,ures were str~etly enforced after th" unfortunate mcident 

On <~ A u);USt l944 an instruction was: rt't.c>IVl'd (rum Northern 
Comm.1nd th.lt th<• Station was to cca~e to t•xi~t fmm 12 August 194-1. The 
equipnwnt wn• llltiVl'<l ltl Madang nn tlw 55 lklly .1nd the Wood lurl. 
detachment wa; handed over to 46 Op<'riltiOn.l l Ba,,• Unit. The umt 
d i<banded on 12 August 19-14. 

COMMANDING OrrJCLR 
- Flight Ueutenanl J l. C.albra1th 
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RAAF NURS I NG SERVICE
ACTIVE SERVICE WITH USAF 

902ND AERO MEDICAL 
EVACUAT ION SQlJADRON 

1966- 1969 

N ARRATIVE 
In 1%~ wilh r.1pid build-up n( Amcricc.m lroup number. in Vi~tnam, 
Unalcd Sta tes Army nurses were deployed to medic~ I unots in support of 
their fighling forces .tnd Un ited St,tles Air Fum· Oight nurses of the 
9th Acm Medical E\•acuation Grc>up arrh·~..:l ln S.1igon 10 C(H'rdina tl• 
nirlifting uf casualhes. 

Evacuation Oight< from Vi~tn.1m ,,nd ThaiiJnd stage-d through lht• 
hospota l medical cen lrc at Clarl. Air Force n.o<c, l'hilippin~. Lhcn on In 
Kor<?a, Japan and Okinawa. From !here, Mi lot.1ry Aorlift Command 
C\'Jcuatinn nights with a tnl.t l nf 67 ntghl nurses lOOk over to re turn lh<" 
wounded tu Anwrica in Inc m,t;.~h·c C-141 Starliftcr>. 

i\mcnca began 'phasong down' its forces mid-1969. The chocf nurse of 
thc 902nd, Major D. L.1blocki, new tu Au.stralia tu confer wilh the RAAr 
Nur.mg Servicl' (RAAFNS) malr<ln-in-~hwf regarding the ntcdkaJ 
c' acuatonns mvulving th .. RAAFNS. Uy January t\171, c•vacuatonn Ooghl' 
had be~n reduced to one per week# mainly lo l!vacuate the drug l-1busers. 
1ltc 90ht Tachikawa Oapan) had b.:cn disb.1ndcod to be.:ome ,, detach· 
mml o f lhc 'lll!nd AMF.S, whill' tht· M851h Opl'r.llional Group had bcl'n 
tr.ms(c!T('d from Fnnno&.l to Clark. 

Fmm 1966 tu 1969, RAt\F Nun;ing Sef\icc nffic<•rs from ~ t~AAF 
H<hpiLll, Bulkf\vorth (Mal.ty>i,l), "'""" .1ttachcd to lhc USAF 902nd 
AM~S on a sing le shnrt·tcrm 611-day a"ignmcnt to gain '"''aluable 
mcdl\·ac war cxpcril'ncc that would u lLintald\' bcnclll the cxisling RAAF 
Victnam - Au.str.-llid C\'~KU<ltion l"Ommitmenl. 

E.1eh RAAF sislcr was uricmlcd and f.tm ohonscd in all a~pccts required 
ot the opcrnhonal area lo ai r C\'acuahon squadron level. c-lnd subst!qucntly 
(fur ubviou" rea~on~) adoptl"tJ USAF rank during her .-ltlachment .-1~ ~he 

WOu ld bl' rt•qtllrc'\i tOny with different crew~ ,;ach missiun thrttughout the 
11:14 en lire Sou th·E.1't Asia 'lth A!'To Medical Ev.1cua lion Grc>up area. 



Bcfor<' m<-div.K Ooghb into Vietnam nuN"> were• rc-quorl-d to au,•nd 
f.1mili.m ... 111Un WUN.-. woth the MlC. "-'"'"It nOc• o111d <;mith ~nd \\'(.'<.<011 

..3H tl~,.,,lu•r Tht....._. cour...~ wen• nl~("-o.~l~· fur ""-·lf-pnlh."<:llun ,, ... the 
nuf"-4.~ Wl'rl' con.,ldl·n~ ·non combatant'. )Cl \n·n.' tlyan~ mto areas 
d<">ognal<"ll ((lml>.u/h<"hlc fire Lones on """'un' lro>m S.1ogon, C.1m Ranh 
Bay, \lh.o Tr.1ng. Qui \:h<•n and 0.1 \:ang. lhl'\ n.·w onlu un ..... ~un:d i1rCoh 

olnd at llml-.lh<· aorhcl.b ~ame und~r '"'F"'r oltt.),;l., \luo· ...... w~n.' r;,qwred 
to W('ar ~tlll·~lrm., m 'uch ca~-s, and turcrcw \\'l'rl' !trm,•d .11 ,111 tam\..~ 

Th,•rc wcrl' ,, number of harrowong flight,, woth lll<'<h•··K pl.ln'-'' 
limping b.1d.. tul. lo1rk with a <l...:lart,>d cm<•rg<'n(y, ""'h '" bullvl-riddk>d 
wing>, '"PPill'l<'<i by 11ther escortong plane'S oln<l 'h 'P' Anoth<"r l<•rnfyong 
Oi)\hl fini,lu'tl with,, 'runnw.1y' prt•pellcr, tlw po lul pr<•p.m•d I<' ditch with 
I he RAAI· "''''r frM1tically helpmg tu pull llw mMl) Wl>un<i<'<i Kurc.m' uff 
tlw 'lrcld1l'" 1\nlllh••r RAAF s"tcr <''I'>Cncn«'<l ,, fnghl~nong dor<'l.'l 
rockl\l alt~ltk in Victn~.1m 

In ,, lt•n.,.,• .1nd '''CJhng 01ghl line alm<"J"h•·ro•, lnur l·IIR nll"<ll\ ac 
am·ralt, <'ol<h woth lwn 01ght nut'S<"" and <>Ill' tn thr."<.• Oll'<iKall<..:hnici.ub 
ldt Clark ,., <'r\' dar l>l!h• l<en 2400 hou" and 0700 huur- for d<-.tonahorc' 
'unknown' Ill Vi<·ln,lm with Oight time ranginglr<>m 12 I•• If> huur-. 

l'hc hr-t \:uN.'-on-Ch.1rg<' a..,umed llpt.'r.lluln • .t wnlml ulthl' m<>do\'ac 
aorcralt, bl>th on the n11-docal and l>p<•rallon • .t •''I""'' ur lh<· Ooght 
andudang ~r,,unJ npcrataon .. ., at a11 time-.. Th(• RAAI ... 1..,h-,..... ,,..,.,untl•d thb 

m<hl chall,•n~o:mg.m<l.tltmw• dauntinl\ role Th,• ''"""'I '<l<><umcntation' 
nurM• had by dl'fonoti1>n ,, lnl.>lly lim~·<OIN1mll1g rult•. 

A furlh<•r fntor Oighl• per day left C lork for Knr,.,, ,md j .tp.ln v ta 
Fonllt'~'· lcl b.-...,._." I hut Wt.'rc on rf.!d :tlerl with ( hino&. Cn.·w mc.•mb,.•r-. Wl•re 

fnrb&tfdt.••' tu 1\',,, t.• llu.• (lircraft except in an (.lnWr~''"fy •• Htd th~n unlv 
acctnnp.-..nit.>ti by two ._trml-d guardc;.. 

11ll• .n·t•r.l~l\ mt..'<H,·ac IC'kld '''as betw(."{'n 45 ;.nd :;5 c.:~~u.1ltu:~. C:tlm· 

bonong 'lrclchcr and ambulatol) patocnl' woth """'' lwrnhr l:'o.lltlc 
lllJUrll" "1<-doc.ll t·a .... -. oncludl"<l mf<'<liuu' lwpaloh'. J II ,md onal.1ria 
r,ycho.tlnc !'·'''""'' t>flcn Tl'<Jtllrl"<l blxhh r.">tr.llnl 

fH•rybl>dy "'"' c>n 2-1-hour call, and une RAt\ I '"'''r "'•" called uut 
t~ltcr 2..&00 hour" on an cmt~.rgency mLSsion onl\· td l.tn..t un .. 1n .lm:~r,tft 
c.trrl\-'r '"'m.:v~.·hl·r~· Sl.ocn."C~ ... urmundl'\.1 ,111 th);ht UJ't•r,ttlun~ •. 1nd Jt 

11m,.., nurws b'""'"nt• dosoncntcd and extremd) J.ltof:ll<'<l I ht•rc• "''" c>nl;' 
uUtoal<l.l} off per munth 

Mcdlv.l" ,Hrcr.th too~ " ron~t~n l poun1.hn~. L1ntln'IJ;' .. 11 lime~ wen.' 
bnnc jMrln~: •• tn<l Oi~:ht problems <l<:curr,•d dt•o~r .11r luo bul<•n.:c .1nd 185 
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mnlfunctiOJ\ing engines that leaked oil, billowed smoke, and on on<! 
ucc~sion caught nrc. Some sister<; were left stranded in Vietnam either 
without crew or with a broken·down aircraft. One sister was ordered to 
stand guard against grenade attack. She was told it was her duty to p•ck 
up any grenades and throw them off the plane. 

By the l!nd of the first year of their individual attachml!nts. just over 
half a dozen RAAF' night sisters had nursed and cvacuat(:d more than the 
equivalent of U1e entire Australian wow1ded in Vietnam. On average 
they each Oew approximately 30 000 Mutical mllcs tln 60 missions and 
evacuated between 650 .1nd 700 American and South Korean casualties 
from Vietnam. 

TI1cir dedication was a major factor in the unparalleled s.wing of lifl' 
that was il feature of casualty management during the Vidnam war. 



RAAF PEACEKEEPING AND 
HUMAN ITARIAN OPERATI O NS 

N ARRATIVF 
In th~ 7~-ycar hc.tory of the Roy~ I Australian Atr f(lrcc, tlw Scn·•cc has 
been c.>llcd on to pi!rforrn p!!acek~pmg ta.~k., anJ human•t.man rehcl 
'Tilt~ tl..,k~ olr\! ofh:n a~ ha~OrdOUS ,1!1. \\'Jrtimt• Upl-'f•\ll('ln~, bcmg CJmed 

out m the m•ddlc of two warring f.1ction•. nc following c'amplcs of 
United Notions involvcmcllt rcpn.'Sent only ,, ''"·'ll cro>>·s••ctmn of the 
many n~r<~ tion' in which the RAAF h," bt~ll invt1lwJ >incc World 
War If 

During July 1976, an Australian force ol appro\lmoltdv 45 RAAF 
per;onnd and four lroquoL< helicopter-. JOIIIt'<.l ,, Umtt<d 'lations 
Em..,rgcnc:y Ftucc (UNEF) m the Sina1 Dt"oerl fht• purpt...._, of the 
peacckt'\'pmg force was to prevent hostilitil"> b<>I\H'<.'n lgypl and brae! 
followmg the 1973 Arab--lsrat.!li conflict. 

Dunng July 19711, 5 Squadron Detachment Ul\1 I bt.<camt• Australian 
Atr Conhngcnt (AUSTAIRC0:-..'1) UI\EF, marl..mg tht• prtl);rt.,IOn from 
thl' plannmg to the operaliunal stage. II"'" the lir-t hmt• that hcli..:oplt>l"' 
werl' U'l'<i 10 .1ny pe.1cck~ooeping role by lhl' Unlit'<! N.>hon.,. Sub
scqu..,nlly, thc.r .~rr1val and performance were kt<t•nly obSl'rwd by the 
4000 wrvicc fX-'Nlnnd from Canada, Finl:~nd, (.h.ul,l, l ndun~..,IJ., Panama. 
Pol.md, Scneg.11 .md Sweden. 

The conling~nl w,,, commnnded by Wing Comm.11ltll'r I If{ 111omas, 
and was ta;,kcd w1lh prov1ding a numb<>r uf 'l'rVIC<..,, 111duding rt<supply 
to UNEF uulpo;.t;,, thl' insertion and C\traction of uhwrv1•r- .mu mtodiCill 
evacuation nl,.;ht ... 

The first Jlr~.ralt arnvcd m a RAAF C-110 on 12 )ulv 1<1711, ,,nd the fir>t 
fl1ght occurr~.<J on 20 Julv 1976. Upon arrival in country, pt'Nmnd o,ct out 
to mal..e lhCIT olCCt>mmodalion, focat<'<f in a I<"'' than pn,hn(' hutcl, as 
romfortabl~ •" P'""bll' Thl' Australian conhngcnt wa' .lffoc.ll•'li the 2nd, 
5th and bth floor>. 

Th.., f1r-t nperahonal '·"'- for the conling••nt "'" Onwn br Flight 
Lieutt•nant P.J C W.1gner, to r<'Supply l.hc Sin.u ht•ltl :\lll"lllll <lf Ciddi, 
on 11 July 1976 1 wo d.1ys later, the Commandmf; {)(lieN ..-.1plamcd 
another flight to p1ck up observer.; at Fl Tas.1 for a rt'<:onn.ll".mcc of the 
bufft•r /Cin!• hnundMi<"· then to fly to Bafu~.1, bdtll'\' n•tuming to fsmailia. 187 
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Problems were experienced in locating one position .md lbr.1di territory 

"'·" pmetratcd. 
Lafc In thl' dl');Crt was harc;h, with the J\u,tralians being cxpostod to 

\•,arious local weather and chmatic phenomCila-they c~pcril'nccd their 
farst dust storm on 18 September. The swirhng dust and sand reduced 
visibility to I kilometre, and the temperature rose to -12 dcgrL'CS. Dust 
stom" caused problems ewer the durntion of the depltoymcnl, nut only 
by rcducmg visibility to below-safe nvinr; parameters, but by causing 
dantagc to the .1ircraft. 

The i\ustrali.1n contingent soon :.cltll'd inh> a familiar routine and it> 
pcrfnm1ancc re.ulled in pr.>ow from the haghL>st levels of tlw United 
Nation<; fore\'. T.1sks included water pick-ups, mcdivacs, rcsuppl), 
in,;pcction of nutpO!<b and buffer .mnc nights, and the Australian' had to 
b.1Uie the climate and condotions, locals shooting at the aircraft and 
commumcatoon breakdowns with conlin~cnts of other countries who 
u~eJ different procedures and langl"lgt>s. 

On 12 November 1'176, the Egyptian immigration authorities caused a 
problem by refusing to accept that the C-130 from Australia, which was 
resupplying essential equipment and spares, w,\S a United NalioJ\S 
J1rcraft, lxocau!'tt.l then., were n~,..., visibh: United Nat·iun;;; m."trkings nn it. The 
problem "''" <olved by applying ,, IS-inch by 15-indl United Nations 
dec.1l, which made the aorcraft acceptable to the Egyptians and it was 
thu;, allowl'<l tn continue to RAF Brizc Norton, in the United Kingdom. 

The All'>lralian sense of humour and ingenuity were often te:;tl'<l. One 
example o( Au~tralian pcre-tstc•nc(• wns recorded m the Unit H1stury 
Record of 13 NO\•embcr 1976: 

lod:l\' we r.--cklcd thC" .,:uid dunt."S .lnll.md th~.· pld"'hC hul To rc.nov~ tht.• 
lllnOunt or S.lnd p1ICd ~H·ound the hut b\' hund \\'Cluld prob.lbly hotvC requirt.."<l 
.lbtlul ~ix mlmlh~. But the Canadians .tssun_>d us th.1t lhl'rc was no wa\ lhl'lt w(' 

Cl'Uid gt•t Utdr front-t.•nd h.)Jd(•r for at h~J~I one month. St_, having cxhau~tt."t.l 
th~.-~ uffici.ll channel' we adl,.ptl-d thl• l'i~torh,us Eg,yptlan mcthfM..l unc ca.;c t.lf 
Au::.tr-.11iiln bt.'('r IO liW drJ\''!f not ht mHiCt' thtt di~lppt.'aran("C u( lht: l\)i1dcr. 

pr,wi!>Wn ol ,\ur own Jrivl'r (lhe un,.l,lppnblc and in<.•xh,lU')l[Pil" l.eJding 
Alrc-r-.J{tmun II E Prict•) JmJ anctther (~w cans of Au.!'lmli;m bt.oacr for the :Silent 
rcp.ur bv tht: CanJdi11n wC"IdL'ts of lht! water p1pc ,,.t~ brc)kc- All in Dll anolhcr 

\'itlor)' on the dt'S<'rt for AUSTAtR UN£1'. 

Another exam pi~ occurred 111 Dt..:ember 1976 when Sergeants Benson 
and M.utin and Leading Aorcraftman rncc returned from C.IZ.I wit!' a 
trucl.. full of bar funliturc. ·nu.' offtcial Unit History R~ord r~port, that: 



Wh1l(' pu;l. .. ln):; lht• fumHurl' up Jt lht.~ (o.lCturv tn Ga1.a. our h,•dm was thl' o;ubJt'CI 

of a Cw·.tom.., r.lid, wHh tht ... whult pr()ll-durc lx•ing ronductt•d in Ar<lbic 
Fortunatcl1 ,, UN lnt<'I'J'n-l••r h·lf'f"'"'~l .tlon~: .1nd it traru.pinod that the 
manag.::r Of tht• folctmy \\," ol\"Uidln~ r•Win); lh\' ,,lit.._ lol'\ on lht.• tumiiUtC 

·crocodile· tea..-., <.. hrl'tnM-.. Au,lr .. lllan .. lunnx llw World o1nd nnpt-.ondmg 
n•palridtion find II\ \\ t-'" the dol\' tlmi •' two "t'\.+k hnpouJldrn~ \\'~" n•ntc\wl\ 
it\'C.IIdtod Quilt• dr~unttd b~ rtwar t•mnliun.lJ nn.ft.•.ll.ll (.a/d, th<- tt·.Jm pmcMt."tf 
acr'<KS lhe ~in;u tu AI (..'ltl.lfli.Uol \\ht·n.· tlu·~ 111l'l ,, vt~A ln .. ~pt."Clor \\'hO Wd!

hl~ly mnti\'J.Il->d tow.ud' lm('Hundm~ tht• furnitUre ,md the truc.J.. Tiu~ 

problem \\ ., • hn""' nf > tltffcMlt «>lour The lf;\ rtklru, t>bj<..:tl'd qUite 
\ IOil'l\1)~ tO tl\4: 1mpurt.lhClO C'f olrhdt""; \••1th \toJJt• In 1-.ral'l' WnltL"'\ on tht_-.m. 
~l the fir-.t ''l'P 10 th'-• rrc-.:,'\Jutt• \\'.1' hl h'r~l't hnw ttl Ctp..."fl the badro \lf lhc 

truck~ Tht" pmblt·m tl'"''·Uih'd atwlf hl ,, l.lt.lro.: nf .1 Cdtg.,, mJna(,...,t. c::..,, o1 fl.tx".ll of 
the CaM ple.>dong, .,., tnohJt<od "tth th<• ad.lthonal ,t.1tement th>t t"""" 
temble Swt-ode'. .1t Bo~huol (th,• Mt."\\ .,ul .lt('-'Ptolbll" pc-,ant of Dhlnuf.lctur<") h.1d 
nut told tht ... Pour 1\U'otr.lhan ... olbmll tht• r\'t1Uif\'mt-nl (nr a m.1nift.·~o:t. Finally lht.• 
inspt."CIUr rdent">d ;,nd mUd I~ ,h.htt•m'tl tht• lt'olm ', .-md Uu."\· m.Jdt.• 1l h• tht• 

Smm Pttl.wt• t-lotl'l '' 1thuut furtht•r mcli;tcnt 

On 16 August 1978, S..1uadron Lc.1dcr Pvcrs .md Fh~;ht Lteutenant 
Ficldmg new .1 sp~'Cialmt'>.,tlln to mnw} the Chief CtHlrdmalton Officer 
for UNEF on,, tour n( th<• Mttla arr.1. On the rctum flight, and while the 
atrcraft was at 1001\lect. in the Fgyptt.ln Low flym~: Area, it suffl•rcd a 
>CVCrl! comprt;,;or '>tall. A forcl'J landing wa' carrtcd ou t, but it took the 
Egyptian Army 45 minut,•, to r<'.lCt tu the l.mdlng 

The last sorties by AUSIAJR m>upport of UNEI'/UNTSO was flown 
on 8 October 1979, rnding l ht·~ vc.us nnd four months of commitmen t ttl 
the force. 

Another example of the RAAI uwolvcm~nt wtlh the United Nntions, 
was in Pakistan durin~: 1\17~. In Apnl 1975, Australia providl'd a Caribou 
of 38 Squ.1Jron Ill 1lpcratc from Raw.tlplndt, P.>kist.m. The Caribou 
aircraft repla,·ro an dircr.lft of th<• Roy.1i Canadi,ln Air Forcl' 

The f;,.,t opcrallunal lh11ht occurrt'll on I Aprtl 1<175. R,1walpmd• wa, 
to be the df.'tachnwnl's hom<' b,,.,.. ft>r nnly ,, mnnth. On 1 Mav 1975, the 
fi,.,t official tnp for th•· '-<1uadmn dl•tachml•nt "'•' nnwn fr.1m the 
Au,tralian,· new homl', Srinaj:\ar I •!lht da1' later the Squadwn 
commenc..>d regular opcr.11ton' when Squadron Leader B.]. McKenny 
new to K.ugtl, to traru.port pt·N>nnel t11 a field 'tallon, "luch h.ld been 
ch-.sed dunng the wmkr m11nth' Kar~:tl i~ 'ISO() fl't't al:>ow !<(',1 le,·el, 
makmg tt the htj\h,-.t .urficld •'" RAAI Canbou h.ld land~'<! on The trip 189 



from Srinagar to Kargil took 40 minutes .1t an altilud~ of 15500 f('(>l. 
Oxygen mask. were lert on until the aircraft hnd landl>d. A planned 
S~'Cond trip to the remote airfield had to be cancelled due t" the rap•d 
build-up of cloud 

The detachment consistently new 'milk run.~· tl~ outlying post> It was 
"<trcmely difficult just to perfonn the most bas1c tasks en the extreme 
cnnditinns. The first winter snow falls experienced were in November 
1975; the temperature in the mornings at Rawalpindi wa~ - 1 dcg~oc. 
and a t Srinagar as low as -5 degrees. Del;p•te the conditions and the 
unfamiliar Aying cm~ronmcnt, and n lack of modem mstrument flying 
aids at the airliclds, the members of 38 Squadron Det.1chmcnl 'B' 
performed the ta.k~ and dutie>. well. 

One of the most recent examples of the RAAr being mvolved m a 
United Nation:. force occurred in 1982. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke annollnccd, late in 1981, that Australia 
would contnbutc to the multinational pcacckcepmg force '" the Sinai. 
n1c roll' of the force was to patrol the dcmilita~-d lOne known as 
'Zone C' and tn conduct verification check~ in Zones 'A', 'B', 'C', and 'D', 
to confirm that both l~rael and Egypt cvnfurmed to the terms of the 
Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty (the Camp David accords). The role of the 
~ir component which was supplic<l by Australi.1 and New Zeala1\d in a 
combined unit wah to provide medical e-vacuation, VIP, p.1trnl and 
verification OighL<. 

The Australian and New Zealand force arrived in March In 1<182. 
De~pitc dimntk inconveniences. the ANZAC force:. prcp.lred the base ,,t 
Eit.1 m As ther<' were few perrMnent free-st<lnding building~ or h.lllgars, 
the airmen constructed 'tent hangars' to be u:s..>d until permanent hangars 
could bc crect<>d. 

On 21 March 1982, the ANZAC pilots picked the helicopters up from 
the dockside where HMAS 'rol~ruk h.1d delivered them. n,c first 
upcrational 01ght of ·Anzac Airlines' in support of the pcacckccpml' 
dlort took p1ac:c on 23 March, with Flight Lieutenants Mackerras and 
McClelland (RNZAP) and Sergean t Ryan as crew n,;. flight providl'<l an 
indication of the e•citing times that were to come. When the ''"craft 
landed a t Etliun, a large Israeli base, to wail for the air dcCcncc clear.1ncc, 
its arrival caused confusicm. The lsraf..•lb. w<'rc in the process of 
destroying most of the facilitic;. 

On 18 july 1984, the An7-ac forces helicopter A2·915 was tracking 
190 along the Sudr r(>ad on a vcrificat'ion m•ss•on when it came across a 



bumong ~f;ypto.m Army truck, from which ,, bad ly burned Egyptian 
soldter wao; flown to an Anny hospital in Sudr Throughout thctr stay in 
the war·tom cnuntry, the An/.aCS reali"'"-d th.11 tlwy •n•re tn a ""''""and 
unstabl~ ••nnronment. For ""'mph•. th(' conting,•nt ""' confinl-d to ba..e 
when the H\11'<' 'hop Adu/k-l.nuro was hijacl.l'<l. or wlwn an Egyptian 
policeman opcn(od fire on a number of l"•ll'h tourt,l\, l.tlhng a large 
nun•bcr of th••m On\' of the most alarming hm•" w,h when a high 
c>:plostw .>nH· t.mk mt.:;stlc wa~ found on the lttt.m l l••,llfquart~r.. all 
rildio trtln~rna-..suJns were prohibited while tlw m1.,...,11c WoJ"t rcmovlocl. 
l'lying opcratmr,. wt•re s topped for a sh<lfl tinw, unti l ll WJ' libcovcrcd 
that it wa'o not the .1ct of a terrorist group. but uf snow Mllliicr whn half 
been '"int; ol as a door s lop. 

Working at servicing .tnd flying th(' atrcraft in th0 extreme "'-'·• t. often 
reachong thl' mid-lOs, moll\'ated the conlingo.>nt nwmlx•r.. to l'!>t.Jblbh Uw 
ANLAC Surf Club (Sinai), whiCh w.>< offtci.>lly afflhatc-d with the 
Austrahan fed~ral body. llus club lx•camc lht• foml poont of all non· 
official ach\lltl"' and possibly motivated the Canadt.1n' tn -ct up their 
own o,oci.ll dub, the Beaver Lodge. 

The RAAF h.t~ conducted mercy missions and other Cl\'than rchcf 
fltghts In 1'174, floods affooed three States and the Northern Tcmlorv. 
RAAf hchcnpter- .md Caribou, Hercule- ,>nd O.tl.ot.> atr transports 
n.•snt~d hundrt'<l' of men, women and children llw RI\AF ml'rcy effort 
w,,. ''"tame-d by clements of eight squadrons; 5-I .tNt> medtcal 
cvacuatim" wo:rc carricod nut by the lroquoi' of 5 olnJ 'I &1u.tdrons, and 
the Service tr.lt>~portt•d 2.12 000 lb~ of freight .1nJ 27117 P•'"cnger.. in a 
tota l 11f 1'11·1 •orlil'l> .1nd 778 flying hours. 

Thu mo"l f.1mous case of the RAAF comtng lo ttw .uu uf the c•vthan 
population in .1 time of n!'L-d w.ts immroiatdy aftl'r Cychme 'Tracy· 
ravagc'tl D.1rwln on Chn~tm~ Eve 1'174. Thc• Rt\AI b.1..c and tl< 
per..onncl lxocam~ the centre of acti,'ity. ,\II contact w1th tlw oul"de 
world wa, conductro through the base, "'"'ll llw 'tandMd rad1o set on 
board a C-no from 17 Squadron, which .lrriH'tl 111 1Jarw1n on 
25 O..'CCm""r 1974 at 2100 hours. Owr the nc\t clay' th•'J'<'Ninncl of the 
RAAF ba'><' wort..,'tl around the dock; one of tht• bu"'"t .m.oa' w~ the 
base hno;pttal, where personnel were workmg wtth no" ,,t,•r and hghtmg 
supplit•d by a (,•w gas l.m>p:.. The o th\•r an'a of t•xtr,•mt• J< tl\' tly was the 
movcm~nh .Jre._\, with 16 or more ._urcr,lft unlu.-u.hn~, rl'fuelling, 
rcltlo>Jing w1th the inJUTt'd and sick, then dl"P·Ilchmg, wtthin the first 
24 hour.; aftor the cydon<' hit. 191 
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36 Squadron Jlonc flew 554 hours on Darwin tasks and carried 286-1 
pas.~ngers, 793 000 lbs of freight and had eight out of 12 aircraft flying 
on Darwin tasks. 37 Squadron flew 700 flying h()urs and ;:,1rried +100 
pass~ngcrs and 1 300 000 tbs of equipment. Of U1e Squadrnn's 12 aircraft 
II "'''rc flying on these tasks. 

The RA;\F has also supported peacekeeping opera tions in areas such 
as Somali,, and Cambodia. 



RAAF PORT MORESBY WIRELESS 
TRAN SMITTI NG STAT ION 

CHRONOLOGY 
15 )Uill' 1'1.11 - l<>rmed near Kil.1 Au-.lrip 
27 Sl'plcml:'<.·r 19+1 -Slatton d L~bandt'Cl 

NARRATIVr 
RAAF Port Moresby Wireless Transmilltrlt;: St·''""' "'''' c,t,lblbl'led on 
15 Jum• 1'141cw.u Kiln Air-trip to pr<widc communka lion 1,\Cilili.t~ and 

J'l'rform cyrhcr dulil~. The lirsl Cnmmandml\ OHic,•r "'•'' FHghl 
Lccutcnanl (..), ru~lcr. the inJtial est.lbhshmcnt IV,,, u( 287 Jirntcn and 
2'1 officer-. and till' S tation came und<·r llll' comm.md of 'I Operationa l 
Croup under Lh<• control of 73 Wing HcadquMtcr-. On 2.1 )unl' I'IH, 
4 and 5 1\'crek..,., lra""mcthng Station' amHod Clrl o~tt.Khmcnt and 
commcne<'Cl dull<"- l'en.onnel of 10 Scgnal' Lnct npcrak>d the 
Tran.<milhng c;lahnn fr<>m 2'1 june 1943. On 11 \l.w 1'1+1, owmg Ill bad 
1\l'.lthcr cundchon~. emcrg~nq• landing:. wcr.- mad<• Jl I\1IJ 'tnp by a 
C-17 am:rafl <tf the 13rd Troop Carrving Squadron ,,nd the ltth Troop 
Carrying S<tu.ldtt>n (American ;quadroru.). Air~rcw and F"'''"nncl were 
given ,tccommtx.I .. IIJtm for the njgha .1nd w~n: tlbh.• to l'Ontmul•thdr night 
the nc~l morning. [h(' ; trip was used quite often lor <'111<'rg<•ncy 1.1 ndings 
of Amt•ric.m .urcmlt.1llhoul\h 1t was never cia'"'"' b1• the 5th Air force as 
"" <~nwrgc•ncy JJnding s trip. 

On 22 S.:pil'mbcr 1'1+1 an mstrudion "'~' r<'C<·iv<'<i from Northern 
Cnmm.1nd lh.tt the un11 was to cc,1sc npcr.Jiion,, I h,• unit d"b.1no;led on 
27 Sl'plcml~r I 114-l. 

COMMANDING 0HICLRS 
23 June 1'1.13 
10 )amMrv l'I·U 
ft Apnl 1'1+1 
23 AU!;l"l 11111 

-fhghtlu~utenant C. I f<,..kr 
-llJghl lieutenant R II r r,l\ , • ..., 
-Squadron Leader C C l><tugJa, 
-Flying Officer C.T 1\ldk•r 
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RAAF TELECOMMUNI CAT ION S 
UNlT SYDNEY 

1 May 1976 
30 June 1976 

5 May 1978 

12 Ot.-cembcr 19n 

15 August 19$8 

November 199~ 

fnsl~r Tlum Wiugs 

C HRONOLOGY 
-formed at Timor Barracks. Dundas. NSW 
-took over 5 Signal Regiment's liF 

l~tocciving Station at Bringelly 
- former 5 Signal Rcgtmcnt 1-lf Transmilling 

Station at Wallgruvc handed over 

-Unit h~adquarter.o re-locatt'<l from Dundas 
to Wallgrovc, and RAJ\ FlUS made an 
independent S<'l!-accounting unit 

- Unit headquarters r~~locatt'<l from 
Wallgrove to Glenbrook, NSW 

-based at Glenbrook. NSW 

N ARRATIVE 
RAAF Telecommunication> Unit Sydney (RAAFTUS) tract'S it> inception 
to the formation of the single Department of Dd~ncc from the thn.oe 
indtviduill departments of Navy, Army and Air in the first ha lf of the 
1970s. In the sp1r1t of the newly unifiru departJl>cnt, commullications 
were dctem1incd fairly early on to be a prime c,1ndidatc for ,,mal
g,>matton. 1-lcncc, the Defence Communication> Rationalis.1tion Studies 
were mstigatcd to cxamme how best to mtcgrate the lhfl'C essentially 
independent (but intcrlinl<t'<l at relevant points) communicat ions 
ndworks which had bt'Cn developed almoGt au tonomt>usly by each of the 
ScrviCl'S to n><'Ct their net'<ls. 



In thl' mc.mtrnll', RAAF was to undertake th<• Defence Communica
tions faCihty Sydney (IXFS) project, to L'Stabh'h a m•w communications 
me-.o;.1g~ l'<.'lav CJJ>.~blc <lf tal-ing on all llf the <trCUtl' mlu and out of 
Sydney A' part of that project's de' dopm<•nt, th<• nl'<-'<1 to form a 
spcciali'>l mdcp•mdent RAAF unit for thl' t."k uf n>ntrollmg. prondmg 
and mamt,ltmng all or the 'trateg•c mmmum<.lhnn' <,('~'''''" m New 
South W,\k-. w," r<>cogn~>d Atr Force Org.mt.,llton,liDtr<'dl\ l' No. 2/76 
dated 2 March 1'171>, ~tabl.ishcd RAAFTUS as an md<'p<:'ndent non-sdf
accounting umt on I May 1976. The CommMlding Oflte<•r of RAAFTUS 
was appoin ted R<•gtnnal Network Controll1•r New South W,llt'S Thc Unit 
ini tially formc<l ,, \ Timor Barracks, as an adJunct In 5 Sign.> I Regtment. in 
rt>c<•gnitiun of the need for a ci()S('Iy lntL•gr.ltcd trilll,f<•r of function and 
rt">pon.sihilily frnm the Army unit In lh<• RAA l· umt A '>ignificant 
prororhon of the manpower olSS('ts were tr.m,frrr<•d fmm Melbourne 
Tck..:ommuntCalion' Umt (t-1TU), which had pr<'' u•u,ly lx'\'n tlw RAAF's 
IMgl">l \tral<'g" commumcations umt RAAnlJS ""·'' al._., to a»ume 
respon"l••ht)· for RAAr ~mgle-Service tek'Communtraltun~ '<'r\tce-. at 
Glenbrook, \U<h J' the Commumcations Cenlrt•, S\lilll'), the IIF radto 
oul<.taltnn' and tclephoncs/switchboord, .ln<l th.., wrre.ponding 
re-o;ourc"-.... 

RAAITUS l1pcr.lllod for about a decade in a wnfigur,thnn of four 
gcogr.lphtcally thspcn.c-d clements, mt('rconnected b~ ,, fully duplicated 
microwave Ifni- 'Y'>tcm prO\·iding all 1\u,lr.lhan Dt•fcnc.., Forn• 
tclcgr.lph/nw~'·'!l" -ervicl-:. for New South Waf,.., Art•·r th" the n:qutrl~ 
mcnt for,, complcil' overhaul of the Austr;>h,tn Dt•ft'llC\' Furc<''s 'tralcgtc 
cmnmunic,ll ums ~y,tcm had bL'Cil identified, •ll1d llw l)(•f••ncc Integrated 
S.'Citr<' Ct~mmun>c.llion Syolem (DISCON) prnjc-..:1 "'•" lnitiat~:d Tl11s new 
>y<,tem wao; to C\ll•nd th.., tdcgraphic capacity of fJFI"C'OMMNET to 
mcludt• '"-'<Uf\' V\>tC<', f.lestmtlc and data capaCity RAAI C.lcnt>ronk was 
chn...•n '" llw ''''' lor th•• DISCON hub for ~cw 5outh Wall.., RAAFT\:S 
rcmatn<<d '" thl' cnnlrnll~:r and pro,·idcr of Au,tr.llt.\11 Ddcncc l'nrce 
'lral~ac \:Clmnuani(,lhO~ for ih. region. 

In 1988 \!'Cure tdephone and facstmil" '"'"'"'""o"-'' l~I\H'l'n 'U•tably 
<'qU>pp<.'tl DISCO~ 'ub>cnbers were made opcrahnn.ll In the hj\ht of the 
Fnre<• Structllrl' Rt•\lcw of 1991 and the fnll<lw~m Cummcrc:tal Support 
l'm~:ram wtthon Dcft•nce, the historiC .trrangl'nll'nl wh..,rcb} the 
commander llf lhc relevant smgle-Scrvice cnmmuntc.ll><'"" umt/ demcnt 
wa, alsot."ktod to bo: Lhc Regional Network Controllt•r, but not under anv 
dir.--ct ce>nl1n.lnll or control of Headquarter\ Au,tra ll.l11 Ddt•n<c For\-e, 19 5 
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was determoned to be unsuitable for the future. RAAFTUS is still 
providing New South Wales wl\h administraliw. supply and all U1c other 
uomc;lic ;crvices needed for the R,•gion,1l Network Controller to exist 
and oper,11c within a military CJWirOJm1cnt. 

For the RAA I' ro1<• of RA.AFTUS, thcrc has""' bet'n ~s great a change 
,,s in the ~trategic communication» environment. The b,,~ Mvltchbvard 
and all tlw handsets at RAAF Glenbrook were rl.'p1o1CCd with modern 
L'qUlpmcnt m january 1990, and the Commumcation Centrc was refilled 
with new terminal equipment to correspond with the installations of 
DISCON. llowcver, Air Operntion.' Communications Centre (AOCC) 
Sydney still relics on some of the eqUipment origin.ally Installed bdore 
RAAFTUS was formed. Tdegraph tt•rminal and cryptogmphic t~luip
mcnt was modernised uvcr t·hc J"'riod 1989-90, and actual HF r.1dio 
will be replaced in the future. 

COMMAND ING OFFICERS 
1 May 1'171> 
18 January 1977 

7 January 191!0 
30 July 1982 
1 July 1983 
1 January 1986 
1 July 1987 
I January 1989 
1 December l990 
1 January 1994 

-Squadron L~ader P.J. De Visser 
- Wing Commander K.F. Tipping 
- S.1uadron Leader M.j. E' ,1ns 
-Wi11g Comm,lnder C.j. Knowles 
-Wing Commander W.J. 1\berncallw 
- Wing Comm.1ndcr A.W. Esler 
-Wing C<>mmandl'r R.G. C lcnister 
-Win~ Commander R.W. Tyler 
- Wing Commander C.N. J-lockmgs 
-Wing Commander S.C. Sheedy 



RAAF WIRELESS TRAN SMITTING 
STATI O N CHARTERS TOWERS 

15 Odub<•r 1'1·11 
27 )JOU.ll') 1'1~5 

CHRONOLOGY 
- formed ~t Ch.ukr. Tow''" 
- Station dtSb.mdc'<.l 

N ARRATIVE 
RAAP Wtrdc•> 'I r~n>mtlling Station Charh•r. Tow''"'"'·" c~t.lbli,hed on 
15 Octolwr 1'111 to pn)\'idc Headqu.lriCr> Norlh· I·,Nc•m Area with 
cyphcr inH•rt:l'plion wrviccs and fixe~'> h' airuuh I ht~rc WJ' .,n l."Sii1blish· 
mcnt of one offtccr, 12 <~imwn and 2S ~\ i\AAF. The Cumm.u>dlll); Officer 
wa• llvin); Offtccr II.S. Crappcr. On 23 l:>!:<:cml'<•r 1'l41 th•• tckprintcr 
t.hanm•1 to Town.,, ,u.., wa~ iru.taliL'd .md op<•ratlll)\. -\ tl'l,')\r.lph line to 
Brcdt.lon .>ndllldcn,.,~n commenced npcratum un 2 l•·bruan 1'144 

I u pro' 1dc ">me .,.,rt of ,porung faolitu.,. ,, t''""" cnurt "a' latd '" 
Septc•mb<•r 1~ lht, pn>l'cd ,, definite attradton h> mcmb<:r.. The umt 
compctc'll tn ,, 'porllo mcocting " ·hich was held .It th•• \II 'i<>ut,• 0l'al. 
Ch.lrtl'r'> Tmwr<., nn ~ IA'Cember 19+1 AI'><> on 1 D..~ml:>cr the 
tclcprlntN Ctretllt C n.lrtc•rs Towers to Townwttk and ll'i<•,;raph hncs 
Ch.lrtl'"' 1 0\\'l'" to llrcddon .1nd MJcr"''''n wcr1• dtscnnnc"Ctc>d 01r1d 
circuit' dlrcoct from rowrl!>\'illc to tlrcdc.lon and M.t<rt"'·'" \\'\'Tl' lr\Stallcd. 
thus r••moving the unit from the link. 

On 10 j anuo~ry 1'1-15 ,, signal was re<:ciwc.l fmm I lc·.tdqu.Hicr, North
Eastern i\r,•a .Hh i'in~ th~t th,. unit "'~' to dhl>.1nd ()n 27 /Jnu.trv 1'145 
thb "''" wmplc•t,>d 

COMMANDING O I I ICLR 
1o; ('l..tnb<•r J<l 13 -Aymg Offic,•r II S ( r·'PI'<'r 
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RAAF W IRELESS TRANSMITTING 
STATION GOODENOUGH ISLAND 

15 June 19~3 
271une I~ 

C HRONOLOGY 
-fom1ro a t Goodenough Island 
-Station d i~bdndro 

N ARRATIVE 
RA AF Wireless ira.nsmittiJ,g Station Goodenough Island was forml>d on 
I~ June 1 9~3 under the command of 9 Oper~tiMal Group. ll ''peratoo 
with l Wireless Transmitting Unit pend ing the building of it new c.1mp 
sate wh1ch was to be in a forest area. The firs t Commanding O((icer was 
Flying Officer D.ll. Dougan. On 28 November 1943, 8 Wircles~ Tr.ms
mitting Station staff arrived to supplement the pr<!S<'nt staff. llw kitchen 
budding was commencro. 

All communication with the airstrip operat ions area was cut on 
29 November 1943 due to an Am~rican bulldtu.cr shearing tlw wiring of 
the cablcs. The teleprinter line was only .wi\llable on a temporary line 
Wltil an i\n1cric<tn signals party fow1d the br~ak and rcpairc<d it. J\ cricket 
pitch wa~ built h) provide snme sort of welfare acth•iti<.'S fM the unit. 

In Janu.1ry 1944 continuous heavy rain nonctoo the camp area and 
personnel were maroonoo. The water caused havnc with th<:' transmitt~rs 
and only drainage and dl)~ng """"s san-d the <:'quipmcnt. On 23 April 
1944 a review of welfare fadliti~ was carried o ut with satisfactory 
r('SU it~-a W('('kly (Oncert was organisoo ond softball facilities were made 
available. A working partv was sent to a new c.lmp site at 41 Operational 
l3i1se Unit on 29 M.:ay 1944. Th<:'rc it c rcctro two blocks of buildings for 
slL't'ping quarkrs for wir<"lt!S> transmitting personnel. Tilt> work wns 
delayoo by raul but was finish~'() by 2 june l<J44. 

FollowiJ1g advice from Northern Headquarters the unit was 
disbanded on 2.7 June 1q4-1, All signals matters were to l'll! h.mdk'\1 by th~ 
new Wireless Transmitting Section of 41 Operational 13aS<' Unit. 

COMMANDING OFFICE RS 
23 june 1943 

30 March 1944 
-Flying Officer D. H. Dougan 
-Pilot Officer N.O. Quintrcll 



RAAF WIRELESS UN ITS 1-7 

NARRATIVE 
The mc,.;t -..-cr\!1 of all RAAF operahon.~ an ~t>rld W.tr II were those 
camed out by th~ RAAF'~ Wtrele-.s umt~ The• lltl,• \nn•ll-., um~· was 
dcnscd to concc.ll thc.r true idcntihcs and hanctuln' the mtcrccpllon 
and de<:oding of fap.meo;c military Opl!r.1lion.11 mt''"'ll'"' The mtl'lh~:cnce 
inform.1llon tlt-rivt'<l fmm lt1t'SC mt'SSill\l~ "''" tlwn p.1s-..•d to American 
and Austra li.111 a.r. land and naval command' giVII1); pnor waminflS of 
cn~my ~lf.:tions ur mtentions, hours, dny~. ~lrll'-'limt·~ Wl''.lk.~ in ,,dv;:tncc of 
their .1ctual happening,. 

Althouflh tht• Oflfllnal I Wirelcs> Ullit "''" offie~,JIIy dt•si);nated on 
26 April 1942, the gcnt-sb of the RAAF's intcrl•st m mtt.•rccptmg ,md 
break•ng tnto )a pant~ messages goes bad. to miJ-1941 l1wn,two RAAF 
officers, Flight l.tcutcnant I t.R Bo<lth and Ann!' {l(fKcr Cll.'m Blal-eley. 
were chc>'oen for att.1chmcnt to the Briti~h r ~LO (l.u l:.lstcm LiaiSOn 
Office) in Singapore, to be instructed in Japan'""' mtt•f(cpt mtcllljlencc bv 
the Brtttsh '·"Y 

Howe\ cr the ft~t RAAF mtcrccpt group to b..• .-ngagt'\1 on actual 
operations ,lgat~t the Japanese was statiOnl'\1 tn D.lrwm, "' S..ptcmber 
19~ 1- thrl'l.' mcmth.s before Pearl Harbor Li.'\1 by W,1rrant Officer 
T (Snow) Rrad,haw, tht~ group consistt'<l of llr.ulsiMw, C H~rmes, 

T. Cook. J. Wllwn, A. I owcrs. B. Crosby and G D. tv". rhcse ,urmcn had 
bt.ocn secretly ""truct~d by Roya l Navy pcr<onn.:lln the 'Pl't:tai),•P••ncsc 
vcn;ion nf th~ mn~ code, called thl' 'kana' <:OUt'-<•nti rt•ly different to 
the intcrnattona l morse codt'-ilnd th~y wcrc the found,.,., of the highly 
succo;-soful RAAI wtrciL~s units in World War II 

The o.uwin );roup functioned ~-uccessfully up tl1 l.ttt• lt-bruary 1942. 
llwy h.1d tntt•rtcpll<d rnt-.sages giving ad,ancc mfnrt11Jltnn of Japanl"ie 
war prcp.~ra!ton' bl!forc and after ha>tihhes commcnH'<I On I <I February 
1942 tht' grnup pa.,;,ed a w.1ming of the first cnc.•mv r.1t<l on Danvm to 
the.• Cummandtng Offtecr RAAF Dam mover 2 hou" before U1c fapanese 
atrcr,,ft ,,ttad,,>d Unfortunate!), no action on th" ,,cJ, kc wa' taken br 
RAAI 0.1nnn 

Alter Pearlllarbor, the RAAF proceeded to tfiltn further Mm1cn m the 
·kan~l· Cudl'. Wht'n c~neral MacArthur arri\'l~ an AU"'Ir.lh~l and ~t up htS 
Ccntr.1l (lntl'lligcnc••) Burcau, he d,'Cided to ust• tlw RAAr lntcrccplo,.., as 
h" m.1111 mtelligcnu; g~there,.,. The:;c .1imwn were pc"tc'll le> l ownsville, 199 
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Norlh Quc>ensland, where, on 26 April 1942, 1 Wireless Unil was fomwd. 
Th~ Unil occupitxl and \>pcra ted in ch·ilian hou<~.'S in Town;.ville until 
late September 1942 when rts new stat('-of-th('-art. bomb-prO<>f, fully nir
cunditioned np~rations build ing was <'omplct~d at Stuart Cret•k, II mil<'$ 
;,oulh-wc>st o f To"•nsvi lle. Bomb-proof drrection findrng ~t.ltion_., were 
then burtt at Tolga and Julia Creek. North Qutocnsland , to p rovide 
1 Wireless Uru l with bearings L>n Japanese .1 ircrafl transn,issions and 
locations uf enL'I1l) airfield,_ 

By the end of 1\142, I Wireless Unil was producing high-grade 
intel ligence on a ll .1spect~ of the ~nemy .1ir op~ra tions in the South-West 
PacifiC Area. The import.UlCC or lhb intelligence wa~ quicktr r<.'Cogniscd 
by Genera l George C. Kenney sc10n after he arrived In Australia In 
.1ssumc command of the United States 5th Air Force. On 16 DL>ccmbcr 
1942, he rt'<(Ul'Sied the Auslralian Cm•.:mmcnt to pnwide fiw more 
RAAF wirl.' l~ uni~>., lo cover the enlire conlinenl of Auslrah.1 ao well a;. 
the Japanese-occuprt'<i areds to thl' north. Thrs turned uut to be an nlmost 
impossible t.1Sk, gi,•en tht• time rt-quin-d lo tram special 'kana' op ... rators, 
dir,-.;tion fi11di11g 'ka11a' uper.1hln. and c<xlc breaking clerks, a11d the 
critic,, I manpower shortagL' in the RAAI' at th.tt time. 

Howc\'l'r. Prime Minister John Curtin did approve two further 
wirck-s.~ units-one for Darwin, the other for Port Mo">sby. As the War 
progressed, htrther urgent rt'<(UL'Sls (endorsed by General MacArthur) for 
morl' wrrclcss units were recerved. By the end of hostilities, six RAAF 
wireless unJis had been formed a.nd were in lhc field-a tot.,\ pen.onnd 
of appr<"ima tdy l()()(l (RAAF .md WAAAF), ·•l>ou l 300 nf whom were 
'kana' inlerccpt op<•rators. A further unit, 7, W.J> formed in BrisbnnL' in 
19~5--loo late to bL>eomc oper,\honal. 

1 \\'ircless Unit provided most <'lf Uw Jcouder$ and lhc nudelb of cc1ch 
new unit. Bl:.cause of the warlin1c o.;ccurity bl:tnkct impt)5€.td, nn personnel 
roU~ are a\dilable. Information reg.udlng muvcment~ nf pef!o,onnel from 
unrt to untt and area lo Mea •s practically non-cxrstcnt-c:>p<.-ciallv for 
lhtl>e pl'riods later in the War when 1, ·1, 5 .mJ o Wlrel..,_, Units were 
under Ameriu1n control. 

The areas m which the RAAF wtrcle;, units scrvcd CO\ cred a lmost 
every significant area or conflict in lhe Sou th-WL'St Pacific Arcil. I Wrrclcss 
Unit was stationed a l Townsvi lle, Queensland, in 1'142-43; l't>rl Mnrcsb)•, 
Papua New Cuine.t, 19H--14, Nndblb, PapuJ N\'w Curnca, 19-1-1; .1nd 6i.1k, 
Dutch New Guinea, 1'.1-1-1 I Wirele<s Unit pcr><mncl also scrvcxl in 
detachments at Dobodura, Popondctt.l, lac, Salamau.1. Kiriwrna. 



Goodcnouj;h. Milnl' 6.1\, Cape Glouc~tcr and at llol1.1ndoa, Mcr,ouJ...e, and 
Owl 2 and 1 Wirclco.' Untts were >tationl'<l at Coom.1lic Cn-ek, D,,m·in, 
19-13-15, 1nth .1ttachrn~ts at Groote Evlandt, W~ndham and Broome. 
~ Wan•l,..,, Lintt per.c>nncl -.cn·t>d in Bumro 1'1~-J. 4'i and 1wn• part uf the 

Boml'O tm "''"" fom." landmg at TM.1lan .u1<l B.lltlp.lpan 5 \\. orele:.s 
Umt "'"' locatl?d tn Mamla, S.1n Mtguel and Lu,on on th.: Phahppines in 
19~5. (> Wircf...,, Unit Iandt'<! with Gt•m•ral 1\l.lr/\rthur' inv.1dmg 
Amcncan tmop' .1t T.1doban (Leytc), l'hihppint"l, 11n 21) Octtlbcr 19~. 

Later in 1'145 tlmnwd up to Lingayen as p.1rt llf till' Unttt•d St.lt~ inv.1sion 
fore~:, .1nd tn M,miJ,,, S.m llliguel and Luzon 

At the cml of the Pacific war, the RA/\1" il•lJ.; flown by 4, 5 and 
6 Wirclc" Unit' .1t S.1n lll igul'l, 80 mik"i north uf M.1nll,1, w." lhl' do"o;.t 
RAAI unit Oa~ to T11kyo. 

Durin~; 11142, the ).lpant-,c Arnw, Na1 v and ih .m fom . ., Wl're <.~hno..l 
trn.-."ttbl<'. Tht• m;un thru'ts of 1 Wirl'k~ Umt'' mtt•rccpt~ .1t th3t time 
were dtn:>ctcd to locaung new enemy airftcld,, tr.><kmj; mm cments of 
t.•nl:'my tllrcTJ(t (,ltnt.• ...... ,lnd pm,·iding ~arh: h ·.tmlnlot" ur bombmg reJids 
by ].lp.lnt-..: .ltn:rJft. The th~ <Ur rakb on Town" tilt• (:!.';, 27 .tnd 28 July 
1942) ll"t'ro.' all pre-wamro b1 I Wtrcless Umt b1 up to '!'I l'n ho~ 
,llmoo;t from thl' timl' the Japanl'SC HKS Kaw.lnt>ht flytnj; b<>.ll' tt><>l o(( 

I rom R.1baul I f.~rbour 1500 mtk'!> awa} .ulll wnt tht'tr f1r-t "'"""''S''" 
back to tht•tr l>a't.'. Uay and mght rmds on Port 1\lon:,by, Oro Bay, 
Milne Hay, l;uad~lcannl wen.' also prc-wamcd by l Wirefl-.., Un<l by 
up to 11/J ·3 houn,, thu~ minimising Alli~d ... ,~u.llth·' ~1nd t.f.tmilgc. 
I Wircle,s Unit intercepts pro\•ided vnluablt• inpulllll<> m,lny of the vital 

nperation., of 1942 including the Cora l Sea B.lltle '""' lht• Unllt•d States 
inv,l'inn nf (,u.ld.,lc.lnal when 1 Win~k-<s Unit pruvid,•d infornMUlln to 
thLl Anwric;Oln n('\'1 ,1, to the S.lfesl rout~! tn bt~t \"'S(<lpt.• l'IWI'T\y .. ur action 

The )'Nr- I'IH, I 'I~ and 1945 "'"'the.' wir.•l<"'' unH,· (ontr~hutton< tc• 
Allwd mtelltg<'tl<C oncrea!>mg in importanct' Ten' <tf thou.-an~ of 
opcrahtm.ll '"'""'!\'"'were tntcrceptro .ond d<'Cttdt'<.l - man\ ••I tlwm woth 
qutiC 'fX'Cl.l<ul.lr rL"UII:i. On 13 April 1943 a '"'"'"'!<'' Ul'd<l'>tng At.fmor,ll 
Yam .. tmnln'., Oa~ht pllln and itmcraJ'}' for a \ L"tit hl h1 ... fun,·,u"t art.~.-1!-- wa$ 

tnlerceptt'<.l at I Wircl""-' Untt Town>HIIt• (,ulll l>1 tht• Amenc.llb at 
Honolulu and Dutch Harbour, Aleuhans) I h" mfnrmalton enabled 
United Stat.-. f>-:11! lij;hlcr aircraft to ambu'h hi' ntj;hl m<'r tht• Solomon 
Islands .1nd Y.1m.1mntn'> p lane wa> <hot dt>wn. IIi., death w.1; ,, major 
blow tn J.lp.lnl.,.. fortunl>t.. 20 I 



During thn:c months in mid-1943, I , 2 .md 3 Wirclcs.~ Unit~ monitnr~od 
messag~ indicating the arrival of hundrM!; of n~w japanese Army 
aircraft into northern New Guinea. Actillp; on this intelligence, Umted 
State.. ,,nd RAAF aircraft dt'Stroy~od over 400 uf thL>sc plan~ on the 
ground befor~ U1e jap~n~ could u:;e tlwm. 

A h~rth,•r enemy attempt in ~arly 194-1 to build up jupan('S(' .1ircraft 
numb~rs in western New Guinea, was also dct<>cted by wirck» units, 
resulting in surpnsc Alloed aor raods on Hollando.o, whoch de.troyed 2!18 
Japanest• aircraft on the grmmd. This achon forced U1c Japanese air forces 
to retire from New Guinl'a and retreat cwr cltJSl'r to their homeland. 
After the capture of Finschhafen, wireless w1it intcrceptl> assosted 111 
Gcn~r.11 MacArthtu's dc'Cision to bypass the Japanese stronghold at 
Wewak, Ham.a Bay in nnrthcm New Guinea and leapfrog to Hollandia. 

lly early 19+1 the main thrust of the War had moved north·Wl"St, 
leaving New Guinea behind and heading through Dutch NoJw Gttinca 
towards the Pholippinc'S. Umted St.1tes Generals G.C. Kenney .1nd 
S.ll. Akin (Chief Signals Officer South-West Pacific Area), realising the 

4!Xpt'rliSl.' of the RAAF wirclcs; unit 'kana' inkrccptors, "''lucstcd RAAF 
Command permission for wireil>ss unit pcrsonn~l to ~ccompany thl' 
Amcncnn forces wherever they went. Thc:;c two generals, not onhibited 
by nationaU~tic constraints, d~arly preferred thc Australian 'k,lna' 
operator. to their own personnel. RAAF Command, in a hi>toric decbion, 
reluctantly agreed. 

1l1is dt!ebion saw wireless unit personnel c.lpeltlting wiU1 Am~rican 
force.. at 0''"· lliak and Morotai in t9-l4. When Ccner.11 Headquarter. 
p lanned General MacArthur's return to the Philippinl'S, 1 Wireless Unit 
was once again (at MacArU1Ur's command) ordered to provide thl' 
int~rccpt co,·er f11r American troops a t the inva,ion of U!ytc on 
20 Octubcr 1'.144. 

A dc~.1chment of 'kana' operators sailed to Lcytc in Genera l Akin's 
communtcations vessel, l.lnded with the invilding troops. and were 
dubb..'<l 'The Foreign Legion' by American war corrl>spondcnts. TI1csc 
op~rators were the only foreign land troops at that action. Further 
wireless unit personnel landf.'d in Lcyt~ on the following day~ and the 
uno I was des•gnatcd 6 Wireless Unit. 

6 Wircles~ Uni t performed extremely well and was credited by Unittod 
State'S forces with the sinking of 17 japdoK'SC na1•al ships and transport> 

202 and assost.1ncc m the destruction of hundreds of Japanese aircraft dunng 



the U,yt,• c.1mpa1gn. 4, 5 and 6 Wircli'Ss Unit' continul'd !>erving with 
Umtl'<l Stat<-. furC<"- in th<' PhjJjppmes until the ~nd nf the War. 

Not all the w1rek'Ss urut Opt'ration> wt•rt• '" 'f'l'<l.lcular "' those 
descnlx>d, m.tn) m~ges mlercepted wert' purdy r<~ulmc Howe,cr all 
thc mtl'rccpt<-d rn<-.sag,., tal.cn by the Allwd mt<•rccpt umt' in the South
West Pac1fic An• a contnbuted to the f><"l-\\ ar ''·''''"'''nt, b\· General 
Willoughb~ (G2, Umll>d Stat<'S Army), that 'S•gn.ll lntdhgencc chopped 
two yt'~r' ,,t"( tht.• w,1r tn lhc Pacific' 

RAi\F 'k.1n.1' interceptor.. were highly rt'j\Mdcd by th<• Allit<d General 
ll~adqthHh!n,. Sa~nal mtclhgence, by its very naturl•, c .. mnol cl,um high 
distincticm' or militMy awards. 1-lnwc\'~r. Gc1wral K<•nn••y, Commander 
in Chief uf tlw Uniteu States 'ith Air Force, fnrwMdcd -...wral glowing 
Umt Cnmm<•ndations to cuch of the RAAr win•l'"' unit< during the 
PacifiC wa r Prob,lbly the highest acknowlc-d)\nwnl rl'Cci\ t-d wa; !;''en by 
Umtoo Sta t,.., Ccn<•ral S.B. Al.in in Ncwcmlx•r 1<1-11 tn mt•mhcr< of the 
to Wm•lt..,, Unit nwa,ion team ''•hich land<'<~ With lum nn I eyte on 
20 October 1<144 Ccncrul Akin arrangt<d lur phutngraph' of lhl' 2~ 
mcmbc.-- uf 6 W m~le--s Unit. When prt"'t>ntin~: ,, wp\· to <·ach nf them, 
Ccn<•ral Al.m f'l'Nlnally "rote, on the re,er-c of <'ach photngr.tph· ' In 
apprcciatmn nl vnur fine work. S B i\lon, MaJor (...-ncr a I, US 1\rm\·' 

Bl BLIOGRAPIIY 
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SIGNALS UNITS 

N ARRATIVE 
The function of si~nals umts w~s to provide for the anstallation. 
mamtenance and administr~ tion of commw\ic,\tion facilill.,; for units;,, a 
particular area. Detachments from these units WCfl' sent t(l various 
IClCdtions, m Australia and New Cuine01, to install communications 
equ1pmcnt such as switchboards and telephone liJ'les, telex and 
teleprinter facilitk>s, as well as cyphcr faciliti<·~ and ground-to-a ir 
mmmunications for squadron>. 

10 Signals Unit 
10 Signals Unit was formed on 10 September 1942, and took over the 
pn:mt.c<> and opNntions pre,·iously covered by Moresby Wireless 
Transmittin~ Station, situated in the Konedobu area of Port Moresby. 

While a rear ccht!lon remained at Town:;-\'ill\!, the main party arrived 
~ ~ l>ort Moresby on 12 December t942, and set up a temporary camp 
under canvas on the golf links. At this time, the Uni t cnmprist-d 
llcad<lua rtcr;, MnrL"'bY Wircle$S Transmi tting Station and Mil ne Bay 
Wirclt-ss Trnnsmitling Station. This l'Stabtishmcnt changed pn 28 May 
1\i.IJ, when Moresby Wireless Transmithng Stabon was withdrawn. 

An advance party uf opcr.1tional persollJ1d from tO Signals Unit 
Headqu•rters arrived .tl Milne Bay on IJ June l'J43, and in Ju ly uf that 
year, a second ll'ilnsmittmg station was brou~ht into opcrn t1on a t Milne 
Bay 

During M-.ch 19·1-1, work was carried out by signals insta!J~ tion and 
repn~r parties at Port Moresby, Milne Bay. Goodenough Island. 
f)(Jbodurn ""l Kiriwina. The last diary entry for tlus Unit wa' in june 
1944, with pe~nncl preparing fur a proj\.'Ctl-.1 move to Madang. 

Commn111linx Qf!ico•rs 
10 September 1942-Wing Commander R.ll . Cunningham 
15 November lq43-Squ.1dron Leader S.A.F. W\.-stwood 

11 Sign.1ls Unit 
Formation of this Unit was promulg.1Wd at Air Force ll!'adqu~rtcrs on 
6 0\.'C!'mbt!r 1'1·12, but in reality only g.1\ e practical effect to the Matus ,)r 
the mobilc W IT .utd land line section, which lu11ctumed "'part ,,r North
W\.'SI Area Headquarters. An advance party left Air Force Headquarters 



on 6 January l\141, .1rriving at '" Ul'\lin.ltion of 571
/, Mlle. in the vicinity 

of AJvann'<l ll..,,,tlqullrtcrs N.lrth·l'h"t Area. on 21 Januarv l'lH, with 
the rear party arri,·ing em 5 rd>ruarv 

On !l r~bruary, ,, party uf IU w..,nt In '\2 OJX•rahonal Bas..• Unit and 
Berrim.1h to mon: lh<' 'isn.tl,, npht•r and <>f't'rahnn.' moms to the 
adrrum~tration building at tlw b.'"' umt t\ p.utv nf II procl'\.>de..l to 
11 Mile Tran:.mllhng St.lhun .1ntl tlw nnl J<'rt>dmme at Dannn to 
procur<' ma~b for a IT .ll\.,mlttmg ''·'"''n .11 'ill \hi<' for thl' U'C of 'Jorth· 
West An~a 1-leadquartl',... 

The fir-.t sh<pmt•nt of <'\jtupmt•nt .1nd p<.•r.onnd ldt by atr for Groote 
E)·landt on 2.1 Augu\t 1941. f<>ll<>h<'ll b\ n11•r.• <"JU<pmcnt on 31 Aug~t. 
The land lme p.ul) rt•tum<'\1 I rum tlus loc.lh<>n .11 the end of '\o\'i'mber. 
A cal<brat1on and lucahtv sunt'\ nf tht• Co' Pemn~ul.1 was completed on 
8 September and, later Ill the munth. ollh <«' w,,., r<'C<'i\·<'<i from RAAF 
Comrn.1nd th,lt IT,m,nli'-<On <If pl.ton langu.lg" bl \'.IT w.ls ttl C'-'aSC. 

Umt P""""'"cl mo,,-..J to h•ntun un I 1:>..-ct•rnbcr 1943. Thl.' Umt also 
h.1d partie.. at 13atchl'iur, Ctl\ e, I ru...:utt. Cuomalit•, Timlal. Corri<' and 
Darwin, cr.-cling bu1ldings .111d IIL'I,lllmg raJ1u <"1u•pment, cablt' and 
aerial sy,tcms 

II Signals Umt cc,1scd to funchun 1111 22 August I'I.J.J 

Comm11111lm,~ Of/i<w 
22 Dl.occmbcr 1'142 - l'light l1cut"'"'"t RD. Au>tlll 

12 Signals Unit 
TI1is Unit was furmt'\1 from tlw slsn,l ls staff of I l<•auq•ulrl~l"' North
Eastern Area, .tnd .111 p~r<Oillll'l fmm l(l\VIl" illt· w I r St.llion, un.d~r th~ 

temporary comm.uul of Fh~;ht I i<•ut<•nant M II Mcy~r... On 1'1 February 
1943, the Un1t l<><lk u\<'r pMt uf St Patroc~·, lnll~gc. the Strand, 
Town.<vi lh.•,-" WAAAI b.>rr,l\ks. All tlw Unll'• WAAAf JX'""''"""I were• 
hou"--d m .ldJ·lC~nt bu•lthnw.-St Rit,,·,, ~tl'atrilk's .ond tlw IJttlc Fluwcr 
t\cademy 

On 8 March 1'1-13, th" hrst tdc•ph<>nl' com'l.'l'>.lllon between Horn 
bl,lnd .md Mt•ll>ournt• llli>J.. pl.l<l', "1th tht• ,,,md.1rd of wmmunicahnn 
mllSI "'tisfactnry l)urin~; t\pril, <.kt.lchm,·nts frt•m th" Unit Wl.'n: Sl.'nt to 
Ch.utcrs lowe,... and Au~:usta, .1nd '"'t.lll,lhon p.ulll"- to Augustus 
Down~ and ~1erauke. 

Karumba acrad1n stat11m "'" t,,J,,•n nwr b\ thl' RAAI' c•n 30 Junt.' 
1943. to pnwodt.' .111 l.>dlotll-.. fur gmund-to-a~r «•mmumcalltlns pr.,.. 
,·iously suppluxl by th<' O.,partnwnt of (1\'ll Anatn>n. Th" \\IT stabon 205 



at Chart~rs Towers was formed as ,, separate Unit on 15 October 1943. 
Hum Island aeradi<> facilities werl' taken over by the RAAf' from AWA 
on 29 J:X.>cember 19:<3, to provide both W /T ,u\d R/ T communications to 
aircraftt>n travel flight$. 

An advance party proceeded to Higgins l'tcld on 22 April 19~4. 

ft>r H/1' and D/ 1' in~tallation. Uy 12 September, R/ T ground-to-air 
communications were available at CR 0/F stations at Garbutt, 
Cooktown, Cloncurry, Karumba and Charters Towers. 

Inc last diary entry for 12 Signal~ Unit wa; September 19-\4. 

Commnmliug Offi<w 
1 February 1943 -Squadron Leader N.W Simmons 

13 Signals Unit 

This Unll was formed at Mt OrUitl on 22 November 1943. On 
3 O...'<:cmber, ,111 personnel pr<'ICeeded to Bradfield Park to be medica lly 
examim'd and tropic~lly killed On 7 December, ,m advance party lt'ft for 
Stralhpinc, where unit headquarters was established tl1e followin~ day 
with 19 officers and 29~ airmen on strength. 

On 27 O...'Cember, an ad,•ancc party of 36 personnel proceeded to New 
Guinea, followed by an advancll s ignals insla llatit1n unil on 'i )anu.u-y 
1 9~. and an advance party for cypher dutie> on 12 January. Th~ Unit 
arm·cd at L<lc on 28 january, proceeding to Nadzab, where a camp w.>s 
established thc folltlwing day. The wireless transmitting statiun was fully 
opcratoonal by 25 February, .md tl1i' switchboard installed .1nd working 
on 28 February. 

Instructions were re-ceived on 11 March for the Unit to prepare for a 
move by air and sea to Cape G louct'Ster. Personnel departed for thb 
location on 12, 1-! and 16 March as 2,-! and 5 tX•tachmcnts rcspectively. 
Ourmg April, Unit persmu'cl took part in the 'P~rsecullon' (Aitapc) 
Of'<'rahon, and 7 Detachment left by air for 'Rt'd Herring' (Finschhaf<!n). 
A detachment moved with equipment from Cdf>e Cloun'>ter tu Tadji <>n 
11 May, followed by pa rlit'S from Nadzab over tl1c next month or so. 

On 30 }Ltnc 19+1, 13 Signals Unit wa> di~banded, to be rdorrned a> 
4 Radio ln•tallalion Malntcna11ce Unit which p repared to prnc~-ed to 
N<>t!m foor. 

ComltWltdittg Ojfkt•r 
206 30 November 19-!3- Squadron Leader J.M. Brennan 



20 Sign3IS Uni t 
Th1~ Umt ""' formed on 21 December 1942, and "-'t up a new camp at 
Rm' c's Bay, l'allarcnda, ToWI\S\'IIIe. shorth· aftl•rwMd' on I january 
19H. llead,JUMt<'l"> and s.x s..>clions were formlxl thl"<' ><'<IIO<l' '"'''"to 
be known as I to 6 \lotuh: Wircles:. Transmitting <.t.1hons The Umt rome 
under the tcmporan command of Fhght lll'ull:nanb W.) Bull, 
R.L St~wart .md II.R. Amor, until th(' arn\'al on 22 ll'lnuarv 19-1-l of the 
appomtl'<f Commandmg Officer, A1ght l1cuknant S.t. ldward' 

Section' 7, 1\ .md 9 were formed on 30 )anuo~~y 1943, .md the mme of 
the Umt was lh.mgcd to I Signab Task Umt m S.•pt••mbcr of that vear. 
The Unit moved to a nt•w location four miles from h1n11i11J; un 7 February 
1944. On 21 March, parties of per..onnd from tlw Umt Wl'l11 to thc ~itc of 
a Beaufort <urcraft, i\\1-452, wh1ch had crashed 'i nul,·~ 'Olllh of the camp 
site, and tra~porlt-d crew members hl hosp1t.1l at Ch.utl'r- l owcrs. 

~our 'ign.1ls t;"k st'Ct1o~ were formt-d on l'l M.w l<I·W I hl.._.. ;,cctions 
"ere complch.•ly ~If-contained mobile "gn.11s st'C11on,, .md thett a 1m 
"'"' to pm,1dc mterim communication, f.1cll1t1<-. '}Uitkh·. Thl'V were 
l'quippt>d to be mmed by plane or sm.11l cro~ft to a <l'Ccnth capturt'<l 
locaht) S1gnals t.l~l.. ~'Chons opcralt'd sucn-.,full) .11 Goodenough 
Island, K111wma, Bulolo, S.1lamaua, lae and t\.ad1.1b 

1 Slj;n.11' Ta'l.. Un1t ceased to funchon on 31 Augu'l t'l-1-l, with 
dC.b,mdm~nt tn tJ., cumplct~'<l appro"<imatcly twn \Wo.'l.., .1ftcr th.11 dale 

Comm1mdm,~ Offici'T 
22 rcbruary 1'144 - Flight l1eutenant S.C J:dw.1rd' 
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VOLUNTEER AIR OBSERVERS 
COR.PS 

N ARRATIVE 
TI1c Volunteer Air Observers Corp> was devised by th~ RAAF 
Directorate of hllcllij;cncc during the latter months of 1941, with the 
purpose of sighting and reporting ~nem)' aircraft over Australian 
territory. On 22 December 1941, the Air Board ordl'rt>d tha t the Volunteer 
A1r Observers Corps be organised and the first observation station 
bt.•c.1me npcraticmal at Baintsdale, Victoria, on 25 December 19~1. 

Formal Cabinet approval fur U1c t~lablbhmenl of the new 
or~;anisahon was giVen 011 31 December 19~1. and th~ Or)lanisatlon 
covet(.'\] a 150-mile band inland from Pori Dougl.1s, Quccnsl.md. to Pori 
Lincoln, South Au>lralia, and from Albany to Northampton, Weslent 
1\ustr .. llia. Tasmnnia was cov~rcd by the l'St~,bhshment of tlbscrvahon 
p<>Sis in .1 50-100 mj](' radius annmd industrial cenlrt•s. The org<U1is.1tion 
was l'xlendt'i.l 1.11cr In D.~ru Island (south nf New Guinea), Darwin, 
Geraldlon u1 the wc~t, and an ._ur mid warning ~ystem wit..- establisht'XJ 
around ChMlevi lle, North Queensland. 

Observation post;. were manned by nbl>Crvcrs, under till' .:<mtrolof a 
chief observer, and linked to control posts under a cwilian commandant 
Con trol posts ust>d existing Civil Defence ~nd Volunteer Defence Force 
f,m lilil!'> wherever possible. TI1c>c fed Jat" diwct to the n1.1in contml 
po>ts in the State capital cities. 

Communicallnns were effected by the 'A•rflash' prinrity sy~tem 
through lh<' normal telephone system, backed up by B-3 r.ldao;, betwe•m 
the (On trol Jnd ma in centre.'>. U;,ing 'Airfl.1sh', n <ighting cuuld bt! 
tmnsmillcd to the control post walhan one lo lhrL-c mmutes. Fi re, flood 
and technical problems dad cause longer dclnvs, and the radao link wns 
nut withuu l initial h.-'Cthing problcm.s. For cXclmplc, thl' link hl'h\'t>Cn 
Ncwcasllt• "nd Sydney ~xhibitl'<l rt«cption dafflcuilit-s during daylight 
hour::-.. For communications in northern Austr.1hol, I SO pcd;d mdi()s were 
utilis~d. 

Vnluntl-er Air Observer Corps per-;onnd were controlled by th1• 
RAAF and rccruated from lc>eal arc.ts--pe,.,on'> not rc:quil'l'd for military 
S<'rvacc, of British n<>tionality by bii'Lh. of good repute, .1nd nblc lu pass 
the b.Jsic hearmg ilnd cy~sight test 111c 'British n~lt-ionality' criterion 



could bt• w~ivt-d b) the A•r llo.lru Membt•rs wen~ entitled to wear ,m 

armband .tnd •wre '""'"I with tlw 'OhM.orvcr' or 'Ch•cf Ob<icr\'cr' badges 
after undcrgomg thl' rt'quirt'd ~•rcr.tft rl'CO)\nllion trainmj\. Aborigmcs 

were also employed '" n<~rthcm At"tr,,t..t 
TIU.'fl! Wl'TI.' Initial pn~<:t>JUr~l pl\'hlcnh, \\llh Wnflli-iOn C'l>lillg at 

posb as to the~r r<'Spon"billl) for rt•rortmg a•rcr.llt "''" t•ment- Number 
2 Volunteer A~r Qb..cn <'r Uml 1n S)dn,•v cnmplamt-d m wnting on 

10 Fl'bruary 19~2 .1bt>ut lht• l.ltl.. <•I mlomlalll>n ••n ,\JJ,.-d aircraft 
mO\ cment• The-.<• prohlems wert• rt-..•h t-d. and rcportmg arrangements 
promulgated 

Not all probl,•nh •n•n.• prt>tt'<lur.ll \km~r-. of the Wollongong 

Obsen·.1hon Post thrc.ll<•m-d m."' r'"'ll"·'llon on 25 Aug11st 19-11. 
cliummg that the R.\1\1 had not 'I"'"" ,ufhCicnt mtcrc<t m thetr 
problems A ,.,_,t by ,, r<-.pt>nsll'llt• olfl<t'r frt>m Svdllt'\ two d.l)S later 

r<osultcd m a new Command,mt ht••ng ·•Pr<•mll'\1 .md 1.20 ($-10) bt>ing 
donated by the nwmhers to mlproH.' thl.' post 

The org.tms.tllon "'''' prm 1ng lh wnrth On 17 Juh 19~2. the 
Coulbum Controll'o't tra<l..t'<l an .11rrraft wh~th h,ld bwn unable to land 
at Canberra. Aller 1.1ndmg .lllouulburn, lhe P•"'>l'ngcrs, Air Vice Marshal 
G. Jones, Adm~ral Sir <..uv Rollt' and Ccncr.ll Vernon Sturdec and 'other 

gl'ncral' and cabmcl 11111ll't••rs' Wl'rt' o~bll' h> mt'<.•l Gcn<•r.ll MacArthur 
,md tlw Prinw Mmi,lcr, Mr ( urhn, for 1.111..> l.ll~r In the tl.>y 

lly m•J-Augusl 1'142, 11 wntrnl f>t"ls hJu bwn csl.lbli,Jwd. One of 
these was at Mnruya on IlK• soulhcrn Nl'w South w,,k.., co,J>I. " 'hich was 
est-ablbhcd <>n 9 J~lnullry, t1nd bl.~<\mu .. ~ tht.• cenlrL' nf ron ... idL•r .. lble ildivity. 
Aller lhc Ill idge! ~ubmnnn·· oltl.:trl.. on Sylllll')' IIMb<>ur, unusu.l l Slll,llld> 
were heard, twinkling hghb rt•pnrl~d~ shipping movcmt!nl~ monitored 
and a.rcrolt plollt-d . On 22 July lh~ l'lh/1111111 f).u,~·s "''" lorpt-dotod off 
lnthra I leads rour l>oal• were sighted lt•,J\'Ing the burning """d and .1 

launch "''" Ut''P·llclll-d I rom Moruy.1 In as>isl two lr.lwlcr-. m rt"-Cllmg 
the sun•i\ nrs. On 3 August tlw SS D11m111•lrr "''" sh~llt-d off Mnruya 
Hl'ads and I he conln>IIXhl Ofll•'""'>d lht• rt">CUI' uf the sur\'i\'ors. 

For SIX"Uritv •• md ,,, r.l('lllt.tll' hJISIIO wllh hghter S.oclur Stations and 
Main Conlrol Post, tlw Air 1.\o.ud appn>~ ,.._, lht• wnlrul plhls commg 
under direct RAAI wntrnl on 2/1 :-1arrh 1'1·12. 

28 December 1'1~2 "•" ,, nH•rca't dav \\'llh a '1-Hnul cloud ceillnll• 
at Milia,\ \11lla.1, Nnrth Qu•~·nsl.tnd A kn\t' B-17 flnng fortn."S>o 

app .. •.:trt-<1 abo'<' the t>IN.•n """" ,.,.,...,, and th,• C lut?f {)ll...,n·er, u.-mg hb 
ck>ctnc Iorch. ''11"''11'-d the n.unt• uf the luwn Ill thl' nrchng dii'Craft .>nd 209 
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th~n ga\'e directioos by which it land~'<l safely al Mareeba. By August 
1945, 3-10 observation posts hnd been issued wi th Luca~ signa ll ing lamp> 
to meet such an eventuality. 

!9-13 saw incrtasing pressure on the l'ncmy, and the Volunteer Air 
Ob.erver Ct>rp. function reflected the low probabiJHy of incursion by 
en~my aorcrafl over most of Australia. The Corps had t.1kcn over the 
coast Wdlching role from the Army and, on 12 October I'J..13, the Air 
B<•ud incrc.1sed the organisation's responsibilities in air ddence 
procedures when it agreed to mcmbc~ being employed in all zone fi lt~r 

stations in State fighter sectors south of the Tropic of Capricorn during 
the hours of darkness. The volunteer.; were to be supervised by 
t•xpericnced RAAF personnel. By August t9-l-l, 600 volunteers had been 
trained. releasing servicemen (or duty in the \V"c:1r zone. 

The tradition of assisting tho:'<' that flew was not ncgll>ctt'<l. On 
9 March 19-13, Sergeant George Gear flew a I Operational Training Unit 
Beaufort on low·level flymg trainmg. t\1 'i-45 p.m., the observer a t 
Payocsvi ll<', Mrs P. James, reporl<'d Ulal Ule aircraft had crashed intt> 
wkc Victoria, 3 miles away. Together with her husband, she rowed lo the 
wreck, where they .1ssistcd W. l~obioson and L Greer to extricate th~ 
unconscious pilot from the aircraft and bring him ashore. First aod wns 
admioislered before Uw seriously injured Gear was transferred [() 
Baimsd.1lc ho~pilal. 

Tile Corps peaked on manpower on 19-14, wiUl approxnnatcly 24 000 
members manning 2656 observa lion posts and 39 control posts. From this 
liom• forward, numbers dropped. Unit 3 (Queensland), 4 (NnrU1 
Qul'ensland) and 6 (SouUl Australia) lost their unit slalW> on 21 january 
1944, to become sections of Ule relevant Air Defence Headquarters. 

On 17 September 1944 a de lln,•illand DH-89 Dragon Rapidc, 
Vl i-UXZ, bound from R<lckhamplcm to Kingnroy, Qul't!Miand, met 
~vere weather conditions~ At 7 p.m. the aircraft wa:> sighted at an 
obscn•atoon post a t Gympic, Quccnslaod. woUl landing lights illummated 
and intimatin!l that a forced l.tnd ing was imminent Mr R. Behmer. the 
observer, organised for the lo)C;II shtlwgmund to be lit by vehicle 
head l ight~. The aircr.1ft landed, short of fuel, on the impmvis..'<l landing 
ground. woth only minor damage. 

Am>lhcr incident occurred on 30 May 19-1-1, when a Likes Entrance, 
Victoria, obscn·cr reported an Anson from the General Rcconn.tL<>.~n.::e 
School at Bairns<;! ale crashing 12 miles offshore. Within 30 mmutes, john, 
Norman and Grncme Gray were aboard the Llll( C, determined to brave 



lh<' ;,lmng wt-.ll'rly wind which h~d cJI)<;(.'<l thl' pori for lhr pr<·• iou< 
12 da)''• lu olllt•mpl IO n.'!>Cu(' lh(' crew of lh~ An<an Flight Sergl'anls 
R II Shnlon and K I Hom. Right Ueulo.'nant II Cnwmg and Polot 
Offict•r I E. (~wood were pulled Jb<l.nd and Mumt'<l to l.olkes 
Entrolll~. ror thl!tr bro\1 ery. lhe CJ"t'\\ of thl' U/y ( , Wl're olWardt'<l tho! 
Bron/l' 1\lt•<l.llhon by the Royal Humane <;c.>ell't} 

Sewral uno a- ,md SC~Ctions (5 (\\ esl~m J\u,lraha) aml 4 (1'\.orlh 
Qu~n,l.lll<l)) Wl.'re dbbanded on 21 JanttM)' 1 1)~5 . On 11 Augu't 19-!5, 
2521 ob;,crvatinn p<.ht;, still existed, linkcJ tn '\6 wntrol l')()!,b. Only 
14 310 vuluoHe...rs n•maoncd acti••e. 

BetWl't'll january 19~3 and Augu~l l'l'-15, till' ur!i.mi,atlon had 
'deflnitt'ly' s.wccl 78 .oircraft, '>ub::.tantially' .:~idt•cl 7111 .md ',Jssish:d' a 
further 10'1!1. As;,o;,t,lncc g11·en ranged from supplvmg ll'ol and boscmts lo 
downl'tf Jirnwn, hl Jdvi<;ing their b,ht.~ u( llwar wi'Wtt.•Jbt.mls and 

gttMdmg lhl' .urcraft Snml' 3<H forcL>d landmg gmund' " '<'fl' ,..,lablbhl'd 
lhmughuul Au,lmha which could be marko.'<l wtlh ,, '!().foot triangl<' by 
lnc:al V<>lunlt'l'r J\~r Qbo,cn cr Corp::. mt'mbeN. Wht•n """ add, the '!up 
'POihn~ •walht•r reporlulg and na\'al CIHlJ't'r.lh<lll t,,_l._,, lht• Curp;, ha~ 
an honuur,1blt• rtocord 

On II O..'C\'mber 19~5, the S.ocrct~ry, LX•p.~rlm••nt of Aor (Mr 
\II.C. l~1ngslnw) r,..;omm~ndl'<l that th<' org;mi.,lhlln ~ plolH-..1 on a 
nuci<'U' b.'"' ollld "" 10 April 1946 il '"' ' r,..;ommcndt'\1 that th~ 
Vulunltw Atr Ob-.•rw" Corps be di<b,lndi'd lorlhwilh 
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WOM EN 'S ROYAL AUSTRALlAN 
AlR FORCE 

NARRATIVE 
Tlw Australian .1irwoman ca me into being during World W,1r II with the 
cr~~tinn of th1' Women's Auxiliary Australian Air rorce (WAAAr) in 
1941. Ext~rn.11 prcs~urc from Australian women who wanted to 
~ontribute to the war effort, roupk'<l with internal pr<'SSUrc from the 
Chid of the Air Stoff, Aar Choef Marshal Sir U1arlcs Burnett (RAr). who 
firmly believed U101t both men and women were n~>«.'<lrd to topcralt• the 
RAAF, forced Cabinet to admit a few women on 12 months contr.ocL-.. 
Approval was gtven on 4 February 1'141 to enrol 320 women, mainly to 
fill shortages 111 the signals musterings. 

·n,is ~hortagc wa~ cxp~'Ctcd to be temptJmry but the need to release 
men for opt>rational duties became critical and b)• mid·l\142 the strength 
of the WAAAF had grown to !2500 airwomcn and 350 officers, 
ultunatcly increa>ing to,, tolill of 18 038 in O.:tobcr 1944. The- .11nvomcn 
~nd oHicer• were employed on 73 different mu~terings as diverse as fabric 
worker to photographer, clerk to cook and meteorological charter to 
motor transport driver. The main are.ls t.1f cmploym<.•nl wert:." 
communication>, transport, medical, logistics, technical and clcric:al-a ll 
support, non-combatant positions on mamland Australia. Women were 
employed 't1nly for U.e duration of Lhe War', and were to be replaced by 
own when th~y became available 

Ounng the war years, WAAAF members provL'<llhem>elvc' .1nd won 
high praise. Many reguiMI>• attend WAAAF reunions throughout 
Au,trall~. Their fiftieth annivc~'«~ry 1V1lS celebrated at RAAF Williams In 
1'191. and ewer tOOO ex-member:. attended the two-dny celebr3tinns. 

Austroli.o decidL'<l to disband a ll tlw women's sen•icc.. (except the 
nursing SC'n'iccs) ot the t.>nd of WoriU War II. But k~s lhan tthn_~ year-; 
after U.c last mcmbe" ,,r the WAAAF wert' dcml\bilbcd 1n 1'1-17, «n 
ann«;luncement W.JS made in parliament by the Govemur-C:cneral In 
February 1950 int·imaling the Government's mtcntoon to r<~ontroducc a 
Wom~·s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF). 

In July 1950, Cabinet apprtwL>d the rc-c.o;.tablishmcnt, in principle, nf a 
womt.•n's mr forc4.•, ;md m A\1gust cJmt.• rccogmt1<m that w~,mcn were 
t'SSCntial to the arn1ed force,;, in peace and in war. RAAF llc,odquarten; 



wrote to several cx-WAAAF ofOcers inviting them to rejom and assbt in 
the fonnation of t11e new women's air force. No longer an auxiliary, Uu~ 
proposed new service w,1s regarded as a branch of the Permanent Air 
Force, known as the WAAF. In November 1950, the Mil,lSkt for Ai.t 
aJu1ounccd the adoption of the title 'Women's Royali\uslraliaJ1 Air Force' 
(WRAAF). 

The size of tile WRAAF was limited to an establishment of 311 utficcrs 
and 832 airwomen who were to form a well-trained nucleus which cou ld 
be quickly and efficiently expanded in an emergency. From the very 
beginning. members were to engage in productive dutk'S to ease acute 
shortage>. of staff in certain tradt-s (such as cleric;tl and signals 
musterings) and release membc" of the RAAF for other work. 

It had been an early intention to let the Service grow ~lowly anu limit 
initial rt>eruiting mainly tel ex-,:ervicewomen already trawed in ski lled 
mustcrings. Enlistments were delayed while Treasury sorted out 
problems involving rela tions between the thr~'C women'' Services, but 
thert> was no lack of intere;t. Scores ol enquirit!» had been rccei ved by 
June 1950, and by October, more than 2000 women had applied to JOin 
the WRAAF. 

The first group of applicants were X-raycd and aptitude tested at 
L.wcrton on 12lA'Ccmbcr 1950. On 30 January 1951, the date accepted as 
the WRAAI' birthday, 16 traim>es from Victoria and seven from South 
Austr«lia conu'nenccd No. I Recruit C(mrse at u>vcrf<)n. On lhc >a me day 
V recruits from New Sou th Wales began No. 2 ~~~'<ruit Course a t 
Richmond. Other recruit courses followed in <lukk succt'SSion and 
training was conducted at P\)int Cook and Pearce. 

Courst>s were later confined to Richmond .mu L.wcrton and ceased in 
1952 and t9S3 rt.,;pectively. Und~ the new command slruclttrc WI~AAF 
recruit training was transferred to Point Cook. In t95f> the WRAAF 
Rccrttit Training Section became n squad ron a t l Recru it Training Uni t at 
RAAF Edinburgh . Courses were increased from four .md ,, half wccks to 
five weeks in 1970. Ln January 1976 the WRAAF Trajning Flit:;ht was rc
locatt'<lto t Stort-s Depot at Tollcnham, Victoria, as the decision IMd been 
taken to divorce the training of women from that of thc>ir male 
counterparts. In 1977, due to an intended inc:rcasc vf recruiting for 
WRAAF recruits, the flight was re-located to L.wcrton where the support 
infrastructure was better able to cope with the expected dramatic increase 
in nun1~rs. On 10 J~nuary 1977. the flight was reformed at WRAAf 213 
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Training Unit under the cnmmand of the first fcm~le Comm~nding 

Offia.•r. 

Conditions of service for WRAAF were similar to those for airmen but 
~n airwom.m's pay was considerably k'Ss than the male r.ttc in the early 
day~. The Allison Committee in 1958 detem1ined WRAAF rates of pay as 
75 per cent of the basic wage, 66 '/1 ma le margin for rank, 100 per cent 
ma le margin for ~ki ll, p lus ,, sptocial service lo.1ding and uniform 
,lllowance, nmnJS a clothing s.wmg deduction and va lut• of rations and 
quarters. The National Wage Case of 1969 l'Stablisht-d the principle of 
gradual inlroducli(>n of equal pay for identical work. In 1970 this 
principle wa~ appli~<ti to airwomen who, in s tep with female civilians, 
gradunllv achieved 100 per cent of the basic wage by 1972. Non· 
commissioned ofncers, however, only receiwd 66'/, of the male margin 
granted for rank, which increased 10 80 per cent in 1'171. WRAAF officers, 
prior to 1970, received bctw(<en 06:; , and 68 per cent of male officer rates; 
thl~ percentage was increased to 7&-78 per cent from December 1970. 

Promotion for section officers from 1951 to l963 depended on 
\"ac.lncil'S •vith lhc result thai snme members were promOil'<l in two years 
where <>thcrs e<.1unlly capable waited over five year. before a vacancy 
occu m'<l. In 1963 a new policy was effected whereby section officers were 
promoted after three years, subject to s.1tisfact<>ry service and their 
Commanding Officer's recommendation. 

From the beginning lhc WRAAF wa~ part of, but distinct fmm, the 
Permanent Air Force. WRAAF officers had limit~d command and control 
over airmen. Q,·cr the ne>.t 20 years the<{' were some additions to the jobs 
airwomcn could do and the geographical areas in which they could be 
employed. such ,,. Townsville and Danvin. The fin.t WRAAFs to serve 
overseas took part in a combined Australian and New Zl'aland cxcrds« 
in l967, but such milestones were reached slowlv. TI1e next major 
achjevcment occurred in 1972 with the promotion of three WRAAF 
nffoccrs .1gain,t lhrt'C RAAF po.ts During th" saml.' ymr pay for 
,,ircr.,ft:womcn and leading a i rcra ftwomcn rose lo 100 per cent of the 
male rate. 

A change of policy in 1969 permitted a member nf thl' WRAAF to 
continm' SCr\'ing after marriage if she elected before mMriagc to do so 
and undertook to nK<ct in full the normal service requirements e.\pccted 
\If unmarried member;. In 1974 prcgn~nl W\lmen were permitted I<> 
remain in the Service-il grC'at brcakUlrough considering the former 



prachcl' of ..ending pregnant single WRAAF member.. to homi'S for 
unmarril'd mothl'"' .md then discharging them 

In 1975 ,, rc1 1ew of !>Crvicewomen·~ employment r.'Commcnd•'<i 
:.u~t .. lnh~l '-"=-h.lnSL""~. Many non~l::r;ldition.ll arc.1•. were OfX"I"-o.d up to 
woml'l'l Thai ycar "''" the first female engml'<'nnl\ cadet acreptl'<i, the 
first female r,1d1o ll'duucian and the fi~t fcm.lll' acwunt.>nl cnlil.ll'd. 
Eventually the way opened for \\'Omen to bt> rl'<.rUIIl-..1 dir<'<-11)' inh> tht> 
RAJ\F. 

The hr..t of thl">C womt>n was an educahon oH•ccr. ~ppomted m 
February I 'In, clo;ely followed by an account,\111, admini,tr.tliw officers, 
air ITaffic control ,1nd l'quipmenl oHiccn.. rlwir olppoinlmcnls were 
viewed with a mb.ture of exci tement, as these new .ll\.~as were opened to 
woml•n, and cun,idcr.lblc consternation "' tlw..c wom,•n had all the 
author•ty of a RMf offiC<.'l', with command and control over airmen, 
wlulst the members of the WRAAF were '"" wn.o,tram<'<i by the 
limitation of that Service. Finallv, in I 'In, allthl' nffle<.•r.. and a1rwomcn in 
the WRA.\F (with the exception of two officc,.., l•hn <'k'Ct,'\1 lo rcmam 
and rehrc at age 50) wei'\' transferred to the RAAF 

At the hml' of th1• tran.,fer, although the type ul empluvmt!nl (<It air
womt'n "'"' \\ •de rangmg. there was still a pcre<.'phun th.11 many areas 
remain<'<.~ clo..._>d to women. The s•tuahon d1d nul '"'m cl1•.u unhl the S.-.r 
Dtscrwmmltou Act 1984 m .. u"SSitated a S\..'Cond OMJOr r'-''*ICW u( cmplov
mcnt for wum1•n, which resulted in only thoo,t• pl,.,il•o•~' clas"'>d as 
cumbat <>r comb.ll-relall'd being dosed to 1vnmcn Owr llw nl'XI ,;x years 
lhcrc "'•" om• •m,lll, but ~lgni ficant changt•. In 191!7 tlw f~r~t fem.lle pilot 
W;lS rccruitl•d. lluwcvcr. like women rndio t<.-chmci'-1no; who could never 
scr~•e In an "l"'r.llinnal ,;quadron, women pilnl' Jrt' llmiiL"<l tu nun
combat au·crafl, such·" spt.'Cial transport. 

In May 1'1\10, Austr~lian Defence Force policy tow.ud t•mploymentof 
wom~n chan);L'<i w11h the lifbng of the CJIC.lt un combat-related 
~""''"'"'-' For .urwnn\l•n, this meant that almt><;t olll P'"'t"""' were open 
to women in l'<!UJI rompebtion ";th the men ;\p.ut from surlolcl' fmL~her 
and cltoctroplaler, wh1ch are closed for health rCJ'o(>n.' J'o'o(>ctaled w1th 
cmbryo· lox•ctty, the onl) positions wh1ch .lrC shU clt"'-od to women are 
lhth<' in the gmunll def~ce officer call'R'"> .1nd the ..llnll'lll defencc 
guard mu~h.•nng 
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w~YAJ. AV1711AUA/II Ani R1IICE ,,_,1·1-
ln :>:o.c•mb<T 1992 II Wil$ pro!""'<'d !hat. u p.ut of tM RAAF 75th 
Annlv.,rwn ccl<'brallonsiO t... ht ld In 1996, • histor.- olr.>ch urut ol 

th<- RAAF should t-e p~red E.lch h~Mon• "u 10 oo N...t on thr 
wl" ani Uml H1 tory R«X>rd and mlom .. ,uon up I<> ~"""""'" 
1994 mcludt-..J Th-. ronn~t wa .. to produu~11 a c,mr,~ ht.Stn" of t-..lch 
unit hh1Ch would .-1!-iO ~t\'~ as a b.a~ic nh.::renet" tor lurther 
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