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Julie Brown grew up in Fairfield, Melbourne, Victoria, and completed year 11 at Thornbury
High, School, Melbourne. She left school at the tender age of 16 to work as a Junior Secretary
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at Collingwood Technical College in Melbourne. She had always wanted to join the RAAF since
year 8, and that she did. She went through the recruitment process at 17 and was accepted,
much to her surprise. She said, "I really didn't think | would get through the process to join the
RAAF, but if it wasn't for my Mother's encouragement and enthusiasm about becoming an
independent female in her own right, | might have thought differently and taken a different path
on my life's journey. Even though | went through the process at 17, | had to wait until | was 18
with my parent's permission.”

Julie joined the WRAAF in 1974 as a Trinop. She went off to 'Rookies’ (Course 224) at RAAF
Edinburgh for her induction into the RAAF, as many of our folkettes have experienced. She has
very fond memories of her first introduction to service : N—

life. Julie said, "It was a great adventure! Really, the
discipline was a piece of cake, | came from a home
where discipline was discipline, and nothing else. | am
the eldest of five kids, Mum was always a having a
baby, they were popping out of the woodwork, so being
the eldest, you had so much more responsibility than
most at such a young age. Rookies was a walk in the
park, and the mischief with a bunch of recruits was a
new adventure. | remember one night we were all spit
polishing our shoes, and someone vyells out
'streaker'...OMG! What did | know about a 'streaker. Well | soon found out. All heads peering
out of our dormitory rooms, and there was a flash of skin that ran past my dorm room and it
was a male's bare bum! Unfortunately, | didn't see the front part of the flashing piece of skin!
My first introduction to rookies and the male anatomy!"

After rookies, Julie went to Radschool, Laverton to complete her Tripnop course, which was
phasing out to become 'Comsop'. She did both. "I made more wonderful friends, the pay night
dances at Pt, Cook and Laverton, and some fine instructors, to name a few, lan Armstrong,
Kevin Shand, and "Hoppy" White. There was always mischief in the air at Radschool. Lots of
shenanigans and plotting to party, rather than study says Julie. "It was just a whole new life and
adventure to me. I'd never had so much freedom and to be able to make a decision was a
privilege, as | had come from a very strict upbringing, but nevertheless, | learnt my lessons, and
only had to learn them once and abide by my accountabilities, which became my foremost
advantage with my RAAF training. Again more friends made in my trail in the RAAF, to name a
fond few, Wayne Harry, Pam Warren, and Patricia Bell."

After her course at Radschool, Julie was posted to
RAAF Base Frognall where she said she was
privileged to work with Sally Maloney. She fondly
remembers going out with the guys and gals at
Frognall to 'Silvers' in Camberwell, Victoria. "Great
disco nights at Silvers and then off to the local pub
to see Skyhooks play...we just danced all night,
good old Shirley Straughan and Red Symonds of all
people, who were on Hey Hey it's Saturday, and
now Red is the early morning host on ABC 774
shift."



http://radschool.org.au/Course%20Photos/Tprinops/60Tprinops.htm
http://www.radschool.org.au/Course%20Photos/WRAAF/224WRTC.htm
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Julie was then posted to 27 Support Command, Victoria Barracks, Melbourne. "I met some
great people on that posting, and they were wonderful mentors, to name a few, who were very
good to me, and most memorable were Alan Moorecroft (Mordy) Sharon and Roy Sharp, Alyn
Hawkes and CPL Bill Allen. Bill Allen had an amazing sense of humour and was always kidding
the girls how cold it was in the Comcentre...nmmm the mind boggles at that one! Pay night
dances at Point Cook and Laverton were fantastic. Yes, | remember jiving
away with Hawkeye (Alywn Hawkes) to 'You ain't seen nothing yet (Bachman
Turner Overdrive)...the place just rocked!" Those were certainly the days of
wonderful comararderie, mateship, digger, buddy, mateship stuff, that | miss
so much in ‘civvy' street, and always have, but hopefully will be back in that
environment soon."

In her term in the RAAF as a WRAAF, she says, "They were the best days of
my life. | learnt so much, made such great friends, which 1 still have today, and
has put in me good stead on life's journey for the tough and the rough."

She gave up her career for her husband and became Mrs Peters, as he was posted to RAAF
Base Pearce. She worked for Ansett Airlines, Perth, as the Communications Centre Manager
and a Ground Hostess, which is these days was called a 'Ticketing Assistant’, the person you
saw when you arrived at the airport, checked in and flew away. Julie said,” That was a great
job, and at the tender age of 20, a great responsibility, but once you have been in the RAAF
you can do anything! Thrown in, sink or swim! | got to manage the VIP room where special
guests who had just landed were waiting for their pick up car. It was more of an entertaining
specialist area. Some special guests | looked after were Dr. Hook, Fleetwood Mac, Little River
Band and ACDC, those were the days. Dr. Hook was the most charming man, he commented
and said "Ma'am, what's a pretty young thing like you doing in a place like this, with those legs,
you should be on the stage!' | rest my case, my nickname is still legs!"

Expecting that posting to be an "A' grade posting for two years, after a 12 month stint, Julie and
her husband were posted to RAAF Base Butterworth,
Malaysia for three years. Julie said,” Malaysia was an
amazing education. It introduced me to cultures
crossing borders, gave me many opportunities to
meet more wonderful people and make friends for
life. 1 had the privilege to be a member of the RAAF
Women's Australian Volleyball team. It was hard at
times, as one does get home sick, especially when
you have your first new born far away from home. But 2
you are not alone, when in a RAAF community and there were so many other 'first mums' in the
same boat. It was a great time and experience." After that tour of duty, their posting back home
was to RAAF Base Laverton.

Julie found herself back in ‘civvy street' and has been in the employ of many industries,
businesses and educational institutions ranging encompassing her skills in administration,
special education teacher, project manager, branch manager, journalist, and a training and
assessor. She has re-educated herself as an off-campus student while raising her family and
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree, Grad Dip in Special Education, as well as a Diploma
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in Management, Advanced Diploma in Management, Certificate IV in Training and Education,
and continuing on with her Masters’ Degree in Professional Writing.

Julie now lives in Geelong.

| really want to try
camping this summer.

Preferably by myself in
a hotel with a spa and
24-hour room service.

yourg@cards

someecards.com
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Unfortunately we don’t have any names, if you can help please do!
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Wayne Fowler sent us this.

Back Row L-R: Allen, Quinn, Williams, McCann, Corbett, Burr, Schulz, Harrison, Proctor,
Hicks.

Middle Row L-R: Petrick, Piggott, Maxwell, Wheatland, Packer, Dunn, Bloomfield, Dietzel,
Barbrer, Perry.

Front Row L-R: Hutter, Bastion, Reinke, Brennan, Smyth, Reale, Pedler, Allen, Fowler.

We don’'t know where this
came from, obviously a bunch
of blokes “taking the Mickey.”

If anyone knows, please let us
know.
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Wendy Trigg (left) sent us some pics
which were taken more years ago than
most of us would like to admit.

Wendy is a Sydney girl, she joined the
WRAAF in 1965 and stayed until 1968.
After Rookies (Course 154) she trained
as a Clerk E and was posted to 2AD at
Richmond, then it was off to Amberley for
a while than back to Richmond where
she worked at Base Sgn Radio.

Below, Monday morning full kit
inspection. This was a familiar exercise
while on Rookies, though we still can’t
think of a sensible reason why it was
done.



http://www.radschool.org.au/Course%20Photos/WRAAF/154WRTC.htm
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WRAAF Quarters, Amberley.

Jean Darcey and Wendy,
taking it easy at Amberley.
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'Old" is when an 'all nighter' means not getting up to use the toilet.

Desley Merrin and Wendy at
the WRAAF quarters at
Amberley.




RAAF Radschool Association Magazine — Vol 44

Page 3

Below: WRAAF Rec room, Richmond.

Under the bridge at
Richmond, where it crosses
the Hawkesbury River, was a
‘favourite’ spot for an
afternoon or evening bar-b-q
and a few quiet Flag ales.

Maureen?? on the left and
Clare ?? in the middle. We
don’t know the girl on the
right.
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A few Depot Doggies from
2AD also knew about the
‘beach’ under the bridge.
They usually came armed
with an esky full of Flag and
a pack or two of Rothmans.

Back then (1966) it was
practically “compulsory” to
smoke whenever one had an
ale in the other hand!!

L-R: Kev Trimmer, John
Boyne, Ray Zieba.

Audrey Webb, not long after
joining, (1961) shown here in
her ‘new’ uniform, which had
a mandatory skirt length of
12 inches from the ground.

Thanks  goodness  they
dumped that silly regulation.

'Old" is when 'Getting lucky' means you find your car in the parking lot.
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Pt Cook WRAAFs — 1952

Back Row: ACW Lowrie, LACW Sue Fitzpatrick, ACW Payne, ACW Sullivan, ACW Gedye,
ACW Wills, LACW McCarthy, LACW Cooper, ACW Linke

Centre Row: LACW Best, ACW McCauley, LACW Tuting, LACW Hall, LACW Wiseman, ACW
Gates, ACW Gilbert, ACW Child, LACW Stirling, LACW Gordon

Front Row: LACW Roughana, LACW Brown, LACW Dodd, Cpl Burt, Cpl Bailey, Sec Off
Woodbine, Cpl. Wilson, ACW Kelly, ACW Butcher, ACW Letts, ACW Simons, LACW Jetson

Block 100 - WRAAF recruit block, Laverton.
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Leslie Pownall

Lesley Perkins (nee Pownall) served from 1970 to
1975 as a Tphoneop. She was posted to a number of
bases, including Edinburgh, Laverton, Fairbairn,
Darwin and Wagga.

Squashies.

These three girls, who were on Rookies at Edinburgh back
in 1969, are shown here about to hit the squash court in
their sexy sports uniforms.

| know they won’t mind us sharing the photo with you.

L-R: Cheryl Klein, Judy Gaw and Kris Hollis.




