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LIFE goes outl on patrol

with an Australian company

Wil 4k, Mo @ Wmsch B, ST

B Company:

Search and

Thae B-52s hael covme sver daming the sight, miakiing
the grosaml rumble s they doopped thee homle
anly 11#E metors gway. The sche of iheir huge
jrts seeuned seareely ta lave diel wbes vhe moen of
B Compaiy, Soih Bapafon, Bl A i
Eegimani, wem nosed for their misssin. By B em.
they were lilaag ani s ihe former rubiber plantatian
that e pavw their b Thedr pavrol was & Gare

Destroy

disy “Remrvls il Dvsteoy,™ se bovate aiy sutpost
ar arms o rice-cache of U Yietoosg, aod desingedl.

Filine s remcdy, walking at single Sls sud kenging
0 et e, T Conmparny Bollosss el e Jonil moouils
s ey oun their way thrsigh e jusghe, They
fnund w deserted ¥ commainl post sl thiee sice
rachas, mmal destruyml ghem all. Thes ey alss
sl ihemselves in s bt of ireahle (et page).

Al bt eomoeabed in the feliage, B
1._:u|||||>|r|_|r1x W CIAL I:l'"llllagh the j:ln-

e, occasiamally emerging in waist-
Ivigls by, Thie bead seosts avoid paths

=0 as o kﬂ-.p from |:-ril|g nmbuahed, B
Company has never been ambaslsed.

Photographed for LIFE by RICHARD SWANSON




A necessary but risky rendezvous in mid-patrol

By the second day B Company was runmng
short on water. The going wae bot. the euin-
teens were draining fast, and every river Lied
was drv. The Company Communder. Major
lan Mekay , disliked calling for a resupply by
helicopter becanse it would reveal us posi-
tion 15 the Vieteong. Bui be had no choice.
He radiveid for o belicopter rendesvous.

By thie appoimited time the men were deink .
g water i canteen capluis. They stood in
the rrechine of the Jungle while a detachiment
waril v went out in the clearing. A redt smcke
grenade (above, Jeft) indicated Al Safe' s
the cliopper made 8 pass ever the clearing.
Then it clattered 1o a stop. At its doorways
were erewmen with rifles ready for a YO at-
tach The ull canteens were quickly unload-
ed, and the empty ones, stuffed n burlap
sacks, thrown abward. The helicopter quickly
rosi and seurried away. B Company proceed-
ed, ite water replenished, but its men more
on the alert now that they had advertised
their position. Two days later the helicopters
came in again Lo |:n-l'1:'|a the men up and h_err}
them back to base, their search-and-destroy
mission accomplished without 4 casualy.




Sgt Kevin Brady, a 10 year veteran, who is better known
as “Butch”, is the chief organiser pf innumerable crap
games. “Bank’s not in this many money, mates,” he says,
‘just to give you a good time”. But on the night before go-
ing on patrol the bank (ie. Butch) wound up with $800

Captain E.H. Stevenson, second-in-
command of B Company, better known as
“Ted”, conducted the helicopter rendezvous
shown on the previous pages. When th chop-
per crew complained that the unloading was
taking too much time, he acidly pointed out
that they were 10 canteens short.




New Zealand artillery scrambles
and fires in support

Sernmbling 1o their gun positsoas sn an alerd,
ansl betting g with sis 1G-mm, bowitzers
all-at omes, the 161st Hattery, Roval New
Zealnd Artillecy, rupports the Australions
umil the troops of other matiens tn Vietnam,
New Eoaland has alowt 50 troops in Viet-
nais, il Prime Minister Holyoske has sald
that he is cunsiclering rending an infantry
bargalion currently stationed jn Mslaysia,
nuw that “eoafrontation™ has gone the way
of Subarms,

The tragic complexivies of the war in Viet-

nam were sharply lustrated in o bizarre
pecident this month whes an Aistralion
contingeni made a thrust imto & reeland
mwar the village of Dar D, jist east of Sai-
o Hunning ap against guerrilla sosisiance,
the Awstralians exlled for srtillecy fire o
belp clear ihe Vivteong wut. New Fealand
artillery was flown imte positbon, Bul when
the buttery opened fire on the seaitoned
giwerrilla positions, sime of the shells Gl die
rectly om the Avstralinn troope. Four Q-
tralians were killed ami five were wonnded.

A1 the aleri, New Fese

lunal artillerymem rove 1o

jiim positions, OF the 120
men im the 16lsr Batery,

sluist. half are Mo,

Major John Donohue, head of the
civic action force, holds a Hoa Long
resident nicknamed “Rabbit”




An important, and more rewarding, mission

When Australian troops rolled through Hoa
Long on their way to their new base at Nui
Dat last May, the silent, hostile atmosphere
in the 1.-|”age was pulpal}h". As one soldier
puat it, "You could smell the VC.” Today
Hoa Long is a noisy, busy, happy village.

The reazon lies in a program directed by
a major from Sydney named John Donohoe
(left). He calls his project WHAM (for "win-
ning hearts and minds™), and he and his 16
men have worked wonders throughout Phuoe
Tuy province. WHAM even has itz own flag,
which flies gaily on the radiator cap on a
Land-Rover frequently overflowing with en-
chanted Vietnamese youngsters, Donohoe’s
men help build schools, provide doctor and
dentist care, teach English and hand out rice
captured nearby from the Vietcong ("We
tell them we are r{tiurning what's righﬂul]}'
theirs,” he says).

Hoa Long occasionally has to be searched,
s0 insidious is the VO virus. But though onee
a Yieteong stronghold, the village is now re-
garded as pacified. Major Donohoe and his
men gre confident that their mission is as
important as their comrades’ search-and-de-
Blm}-' misgions—and more rew arding as well.,

W-I'- WHAM Rag on redistorcap, » Land- Ko
e tikes @ prosp of Hoa Leng rompetors for s nide

Cnptnm James Hoggart treats young dental pa-
tient under the anxious eye of the boy's mother.




Between patrols, a chance
to ‘let it off’

Mission accomplished, B Company relaxes. The men consumed nearly all of a
week’s beer ration.

w-lln-l wisit i pasd by Shoery Lamdis, Lour-
ing Vielnain with sn Limtialiss “Gos ap™ o,




