. B ELIEVE IT WEEN YOU SEE IT IN . “THE NEWI® 17 Sep 41

B I G_RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE STATE OF FMBRGENCY IN NORWAY

t

Gormon Warships Attecked by Roynl Novy

The lo test Russian Communique repeats the usual cautious statement cof
®Stubborn fighting along the whole of the Front," but the Soviet spokesman
has stated thet following the Russian victory in the Central Sector the
offenedve will 1no:'ea.se in volu;r_xe es time passes by. This is the firat

~time thet the word “offensive” has been used in these commmniques. The
operations are described as boing o big Russian success - the smashing of
eight German Divisions was 1o mean achisvement. ¥t was more then a "local
success"” and has had reporocussions all along the fronit. Recent fighting
hes been on a seule never kmowm Im history. Tho'whole of the Central Sector
is aptly deseribed as a'minoing mochine” . The Zemmons admit their troops
have been engoged in heavy fighting against superior forces, '

It is no%t gulte slear if many of the messngos so far rceeived all rofer
to the area around SMOLENSK, but it is olear &hat the Gorman Forwes around -
GOMEL fabout half way botween SMOLENSK and KIBVY havo boen given & resound-

mgTb«rﬁe"‘Russians hove been hitiing back with fierce counter-attacks, smo.shmg
Germen mechandsed and infontery forces, teking an additional 47 guns ond much
eqpt, Thousands of Germon dead are on the battlefield. A Moscow peper reports
that Germon btanks sre being pursued, The Russian Forces have been practically
driving the Germon Forces off the field, and are reported to have desiroyed
300 German tanks, and tholr sasualtiss border on tho 80,000 mark, This seriows
setback will probably proven® the Germons from swinging southward towerd Kieve
In another attempt to cross %the Dnioper River %he Ga'mo.ns lost 4,000 drowned,
end 238 tanks and 50 planess il

~The Germons hove threatened Leningrad with bombing atrocities on o pa.rallel to
those of Warsew, It is thought possible if & frontal attack fails, the Germans
may use perechute troops in large numbers, dropping them behind the defences.
A STATE OF EMERGENCY HAS BEEN DECLARED IN NORWAY, Theatres, restaurants, are clos-
ed ot night; aleoholic drinks' forbidden, dancing not allowed, a curfew is set,
ell transport, except rallweys,has been stopped - and a cordon of Germen troops
surrounds the witys
7HE FIRST BRITISH NAVAL ENGAGEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE RUSSIANS was cnnounced yestor~
doy - our light forcos smoshed Germon Worships convoying sipplies to the Germons in
the Far Northe. Four enemy ships were sunk, including a light cruiser, a destroyer,
on ormed trawler, end enother vessel. The British forces suffered no casualtiess
SEVEN other enemy ships attacked - one off Noxwsy, one in the Channel; end others
in the Mcditerraneon,
OF THE 27,000 VICHY FCRCES IN SYRIA 13.000 have joined the Free French Forgsoc.
THE ENTIRE POPULATION OF SPITZBERG ISLAND hove been evacuated, ond little now ze-
mains that zould be of use to the enemy. The coal mines have been put out of
order , end & dump of 150,000 tons of coal sct abloze, A wireless station, from
which Germony réceived volusble wosther reports, was wrecked, Canadisn sold&ers:
were disappointed at not coming to grips with the Humns.
THE ENGLISH FOREIGN MINISTER, Mr Edon, ssid that Axis legaotions im Iran had beerm
told-they must be closed, Italian and Germsn populotions must be handed over #o
the grz‘clsh and Russien Forcess = ;
AUSTRALIAN FRIME MINISTER (Mr Fadden) said yostorday that Australio would spend
£225 million on her wor effort this financiaol jears The biggest active service
measures since the war began oare to be held on the N S W Cooste.
ONE OF THE LARGEST COMNOY OF SHIPS EVER TO CROSS THE ATLANTIC has reached Britain,
The journey aecross wes uneventful, The rccord frecight is now being unloaded for
dispersal,
AMERICAN T@NXS have arrived in Australia - announced Army Minister, Mr Spender,
today. He added that such deliveries would be made at regular intexrvals from nowe
These tanks are to form part of the new Australian Armoured Divisiomes
MAJ-GEN G,BRETT, Chief of US Army Air-Corpa, has arrived in the ME after a 10,000
mile jourmey in & four engined Libsrator plane, He will moke o detoiled =kxwimd
study of RAF requirements in the ME.
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