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IAN Dainer came close to being trapped in Saigon as the Vietnam War raged around him. 
 
He and three RAAF Air Defence guards had been sent to Saigon in 1975, in the last days 
of the war, to protect the embassy and get the ambassador out. 
 
"When they loaded up the aircraft, they realised they had no room for us, so we were left 
behind with a vague commitment that 'there's another aircraft on the way'," Mr Dainer 
said. 
 
The four waited nervously for about half a day before they were picked up. Two days 
later, Saigon fell to the enemy. 
 
"The war was raging all around us. We had a pistol each," Mr Dainer said. 
 
"The North Vietnamese Army was camped outside the city. They were bombing around 
the airfield where we were." 
 
Mr Dainer served another 30 years in the RAAF . He was first sent to Vietnam in 1970 at 
18 years of age, after eight months of basic training. 
 
"I did the normal 12-month tour of duty on combat operations," he said. 
 
"In 1973, North Vietnam, the Communists and South Vietnam signed a peace treaty. 
However in 1975, the North Vietnamese Army attacked the South and we got sent back 
to Vietnam on a humanitarian mission - which turned into an evacuation mission for 
extracting the Australian Embassy staff. 
 
"The evacuation was one of the worst experiences in my life. 
 
Many Vietnamese people who had actively worked for us for many years were left behind 
to their fate. 






