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Welcome to .th,& Pykamid \ook.out

Porcupine Gorge National Park

Al s Wide sechion o Farcipme bovge the
ancient saVanma landscape 1alls A the slopes
2 the cteek below

The formation of this gorge began about 280 million
years ago when Porcupine Creek started to erode
layers of rock. At this location it was a meandering
creek, meeting with tributaries to create these

gently-sloped walls.

From here you have an uninterrupted view of the
Pyramid — the rock formation for which this area is
named. This large rock was slowly exposed over time
by Porcupine Creek demonstrating the powerful
combination of water and time. Today the melaleuca-
lin&d Porcupine Creek still trickles through the gorge.
It supports permanent and transient residents
including freshwater turtles and dragonfly larvae.

Look for the Pyramid track snaking its way
to the bottom of the gorge. Unlike the

steeper sections, this part of the gorge s
is accessible by foot. Walk the track to fully m:; e

appreciate the natural beauty of the gorge
and its history.
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.3 Ancient upstream geology
V ve Pyramid rock formation

This was followed by the red-brown Gilbert River

Formation about 145 to 120 million years ago.

Above these layers is the thin, white Wallumbilla .

Formation that was deposited from a shallow sea revealed even older

about 115 to 110 million years ago. The lookout cks. At the base of the Pyramid,

vhite Warang Sandstone
was laid down by rivers about

240 to 235 million years ago.

is built on this layer.
’ Basalt
Further upstream, exposed
B¢ 2100 beds were deposited

Gaze into Porcupine Gorge, 120 metres into
the Earth, where almost 200 million years of
geological history is revealed. pEe i g

. - Wallumbitla Formation J ¢ e
& - / - . - ¥ ¢
3 . s / - f‘ fre gl} acial rivers about 300 to

290 million years ago. Very old

chi 1d gneisses (metamorphic

Sometime in the prehistoric past, forces in the
»d from heat and

Earth's crust uplifted this region above the lower
under the Earth's surface)
35 old as 600 million years.

country to the south. Between six and two million -
years ago it was then covered by sheets of basalt ' T
lava that erupted from small volcanoes. This basalt s, 5" s
formed a hard cap over the elevated land surface. | , ogs Y )
\ T are mostly inaccessible at
2o ; ~ the headwaters of the gorge but
p 1 d fragments can be seen
\ 1 the creek bed at the Pyramid.

Porcupine Creek began to erode through the
basalt and, upon finding softer sedimentary

rocks beneath, rapidly cut down to its present

level. The hard basalt cap prevented its sandstone
sides from eroding too quickly, creating the vertical
walls of the gorge. Look down below for the “gutter”
where the creek s still eroding the sandstone,

continuing the age-old process.

Suthyusolsedimenmyrocks in the gorge
nhhmﬂv«mmsdeposnedmemo
major visible layers. The dull, brown Blantyre Sandstone
was laid down first, about 170 million years ago.
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PotcUpine Gotge 16 a Vast 2 7km long gorge in dry savanna cuntty. :ort':upi:le Gt:rge
Through the cehtre Huns Porcupine cr &jf a tributary of Queensland's et P ‘ 3
Ionge st tiver, the Flinders. The creek the heatt oF life in the ’ = =~y For your safety

gotge, PHNIAI)\Q a yumauu 07\ ; * Take care around dliffs, steep slopes
: ! T G and rock faces along tracks and

: A TIPS at lookouts.
veveoanensl 1 i Supervise children closely.

Keep to the walking track at all times
and take note of the safety signs.

Y Yo ay encounter cattle. Do not

“known for thelr distinctive “chi-chi” call and cheeky @ s:al:ﬂ': g, app‘:::di e e

ersonahty Flocks can vary,in 5|ze from 30 to 1000 birds 3 @ Never block their path.
Legend

National park o
s Cating for park
Y * Domestic animals are not permitted in

the national park.
“’“"‘““_ e Camp only in the designated campsites
= ma )’ @to cmping at the Pyramid campground.
-;’//,/E// U ) = g;"ﬂé" e Take your rubbish with you when
A5 ; L CEmee you leave.
if‘;“,‘:;ﬁ‘; * Take care not to transport weed seeds
in shoes or socks — dispose of seeds
in rubbish.

A N -
\ W 5 / Remember this is a national park —
At % everything is protected.

.u €

sparse and~peaceful i Vi 3 ;ab,\,h&;

~Porcupine Gorge supports a 3 N R Toilets, picnic tables, .a,t{a 4
myriad of plant and animal life SN ! area, campground‘and lookout wcatedqt:the Pyram campground, the track
including raucous parrots and . ; —— are provided in the Pyramid allows ‘access: tto'the bottom*of this stunning gorge.
unusual spiny knob-tailed geckos. campground, located 11km The Pyramid track is steep and has unstable surfaces,
Echidnas and wallaroos hide out of ; & S north of here on the Kennedy. Amoderate level of fitness is required to complete
sight amongst significant flora like gz \ ; Developmental Road. the 2.4km (2.5hrs return) walk.

kangaroo grass and pink gidgee trees. /E
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Dry plans, aren wordands and saVaMA g assiands covat much o e park but L. re
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, / / / y y At the bottom of the gorge you will see smaller, softly

' i coloured, rounded sandstone that has been exposed and
/ shaped by river 2.d wind forces over time.

Mﬂ the waak
pm, may appear stark and arid, many
‘here includirg the curious, cheeky

hok for the Mndﬂcal droppn gs

“ attitudes of up 'toR
shaped tails in clear sil

uncovered layers of sedimentary rock, > i _
such as the Pyramid at the base of the gorge. Woodland plants in the gorge can withstand dry

This spectacular rock formation, composed of layer upon  conditions; the spindly lancewood survives, precariously
layer of flat-bedded sandstone, was eroded by the creek clinging to the walls of the gorge. They can be seen in
to produce equally inclined sides, shaped like a pyramid. ~ full flower from July to September.

e walk safely

Take care around ciiffs, steep
slopes and rock faces along
tracks and at lookouts.

and sturdy footwear, and try to
walk in the cooler part of
the day.

Plan to complete your walk
well before dark.

As you walk, rest often in the
shade as heat exhaustion can
affect even the fit and healthy.

walk softly
Always stay on the walking track.
Do not cut corners or create
new tracks.
Toilets are not provided on this
track. Use a trowel to bury toilet
waste and paper. Dig a 15cm
hole at feast 100m away from
watercourses.
Do not chase, scare ot feed
animals.

Remember this Is a national park
— everything s protected.

Always carry water, wear ahat
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